‘SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

il
e asalll, "

B unlll' mnlu -

i

T Y 55 Afdg 7 T 4817 73T 73 YT 22 ASHI
2020 & JISNTT TIET ATIE IIIIYT ATIE (UTAASTS)
feg AoTr &% Hofenr famr

(av=9 ABUSt < fauge w3 IASIST 89 AET 12 ')

.dahdoaba.eom

GoIden State Truck Sales Inc.

® Call : Dharminder Singh
Cell : 530-870-6600

Email: myfuturetruck@gmail.com
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Indian Grill

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

*§ MAJESTIC™

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618

RAMESHSUMAN  Fax (905) 219-3918
Broker Reallor  DRE Licence- 00871752

www.majestichomes.us ramesh@rameshsuman.com

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

GINNY WALIA

Law Offices. Inc

Ginny H. K. Walia

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer §I17){N% LAW,
Featured as a legal analyst on CRIMINAL

Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4
' DEFENSE

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Free: 1 (800) 379-9330

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823
Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202

Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable
services at reasonable rates.
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DHAN DHAN SRI GURU RAVIDASS JI
Bole’ So Nirbhay! Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ki Jai!

Guru- Piari Sadh Sangat Ji,

Sri Guru Ravidass Temple Pittsburg- Committee has decided to open the Gurudwara
Sahib on Sundays, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, starting September 6, 2020. Kitchen
and Langar hall will remain closed until the conditions improve. Sangat is requested to
follow Contra Costa County's COVID-19 health and safety guidelines. Everyone must
wear a face mask and wash hands before entering Darbar Hall and maintain 6 feet
distance from others to avoid the spread of CORONA Virus. If you are not feeling well,
please pray at home but do not come to Gurughar as a precaution.

Committee is taking applications for new SEWADARS ( board members) applications
were sent to members last month. However, the election date has been postponed due
to CORONA Virus. Sangat will be notified once the election date is re-scheduled.

Gurughar members are requested to renew their membership by paying their annual
renewal fee. Your donations are greatly appreciated.

For any special needs, please contact the managing committee. We pray to Waheguru
ji for the safety and good health of the entire Sangat.

“NANAK NAM CHARDI KALA TERE BHANE SARBAT DA BHALA"

Sangat
De Sewadar General Secretary Treasurer

Jagtar Bhatia Shinder Paul Narabut Dharam Pal Chonkria Vinod Kumar

Chairman President
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\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

=% SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

STRIVE FOR MORE

SPECIAL BIT INSPECTION AND DOT AUDIT COMPLIANCE:

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.
DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE COIVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE
FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
RECORD KEEPING.
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L.A. MERCHANDISE

Whole Sale +Iletail
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New folding
bed verities

w3 fednie 3 fese gt e Aee dH Groceries,
SHSTaUR 3T Aier I YISt arat Blankets, . :
1 m 7 lé- aﬁa .;‘I.rH. 2 I.a.q.ﬂ Vegetables Tollt Water Pressure (Elte 2 Bio Bider) A budget Fiendly solution for your desire '
%- b =< %I to fel exceptionally lean and reduce tolt paper wste Only § 42.99+Tax ~ [EEiL He Cikir:)
We Do Complete Engine Trans- N S ERL A

mission, Body and Paint Work We
Sell Used Cars at a Good Price

Free Estimates
Free Towing

' e | ORI R R RrE
PWP: Jﬂibil‘ Sin(]h Tﬂkhﬂl‘ PKWY WestF HﬂV Hurmundeep Baksho Kaur BisI Hardev Singh Bisla i W’ AR, A, THTE, 936, It e
510-755-2132 | Labdibioil 530-671-0439, Fax 530-822-0439 Cell- 530-844-3250
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Law Office of
NIRWAN & ASSOCIATES

www.hirwanlaw.com

Business
Incorporation
Articles of Incorp

Dissolution

501 © Non-Profit

Jagdip S. Nlrwan, Es 916-832-3144

IMMIGRATION LAW
* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship
* Employment
* Appeals-1]/
* Family & Finance Visa
* Board /Federal Ct
* Labor Certification
* Asylum
* Removal & Deportation Defense

TAX LAW
* Offer in Compromise
* Payment Plans
* File Back Taxes
* Tax Preparation
* Audits, Appeals
* Tax Court Rep
* IRS/EDD/FTB Representation
* Personal & Business
* Income Tax Filling 1040/1020

1104 Corporate Way Sacramento, CA 95831
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Auto Repair & Services
Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers
inspeciion tune-ups and more

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM
to 6:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to

Ph: 916-238-4431
649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2
Rlo Linda, CA 95673

Amarijit Sandhu
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Source Courtesy: India Divided ,
Authored by Dr. Rajendra Prasad
First Published in 1946

This book by Dr. Rajendra Prasad
has information about the Ad-Dharmis.

Before analysing the figures given
in the above table it is worth noting that
under “others” are included Adidharmis,
Jains, Parsis, Jews and those who returned
no specified religion or community. Of these
the most numerous are the Adidharmis,
who according to the Census Commissioner
though included in scheduled castes do not
claim to be Hindus and are hence recorded
separately not only from the Hindus but also
from the scheduled castes. They number
3,43,685 or 1.21 per cent of the total pop-
ulation of the Punjab. They are concen-
trated very largely in the Jullundur Division
where their number is 2,50,267 or 4.60 per
cent of the population of that Division[ Their
next largest concentrations are in the Mul-
tan Division and Lahore Division where they
number 68,641 or 20,488 respectively[

Their number is negligible in the Ambala
and Rawalpindi Divisions being only 2,795
and 1,534 respectively. As has been pointed
out in the Census Report of 1931: "The
most notable feature of the present (1931)
census from the stand-point of returns of
religion has been the adoption of the term
Adi Dharmi by numerous Chamars and
Chuhras and other Untouchables[ At previ-
ous censuses Chuhras unless they returned
some recognized religion were always in-
cluded among Hindus. The 1941 Census Re-
port also notes that all those who are
recorded as Adi dharmis belong to the
scheduled castes but have not claimed to be
Hindus. The last two census days have thus
succeeded in reducing the number of Hin-
dus in the Province by excluding the Adid-
harmis from amongst them.
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE INC.
PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Trucks & Trailers Services:

Auto Services:
* Oil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement

* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
« Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair
* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

* DPF Filter Cleaning
* Clutch
* Transmission

* Oil changes
* Wheel Balancing

* Computer Check
* Differential
* New / Use Tires * Inspections
* Van/Reefer Work

* Truck & Trailer Repair

We Provide Towing &

24/7 Moblle Road Services
For All Autos, Trucks & Trailers

* All Major & Minor Repairs
* We Do Aluminium Welding

-—um

Trucks & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 561-1846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Avalable)
Address: 1003 Moffat Bivd, Manteca CA 95336
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Misfits
We are immigrants From many places.

Misfits.
Landed USA.

We were misfits.
Jobs not match,
Having no skills. To the past image.
But have to have,
Worked hard.

With little hope,

But big dreams.
Stars in darkness.

Narrow space.

Deep inside. Keep the,
A new slow. Dreams fulfilled.
No friends. Mixed in new color.

Bitter relations. 27 years passed.

In big homes. Life settled.
Got little space. In this new country.
That fits

The misfits.

Looking job,
With pale face.
Not habitual,
With routine.

We are immigrants.
Parminder
S. Parwana.
(510) 415 —-9377

Learn without teach.

Inspired by birds.
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Invited Editorial Article
Poona Pact (September 24, 1932) sets
the stage for the institution of state af-
firmative action during the colonial ad-
ministration in India, which in turn gave
shape to a long drawn political struggle
by the millions of the socially excluded
sections of the Indian society for an egal-
itarian social order. It came into existance
after the promulgation of the Communal
Award on 16 August 1932 by the British
Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald,
which provided for separate electorates
for the ‘Depressed Classes’ along with-
the Muslims, the Europeans, the Sikhs,
the Anglo-Indians and the Indian-based
Christians. The Communal Award, in
turn, was based on the findings of the In-
dian Franchise Committee, called the
Lothian Committee, and the detalied dis-
cussions that took place at the London
Round Table Conferences 1930-32.The
Lothian Cmmittee was constituted in De-
cember 1931 under the Chairmanship of
the Marquees of Lothian, C.H., Parlia-
mentary under Secretary of State for
India. It consisted of 18 members of
whom Dr. Ambedkar was one. The Com-
mittee began its work of hearing the
views of the parties concerned and the
provincial franchise committees consti-
tuted by the respecive Provincial Legisla-
tures on 1 February 1932 at Delhi. It
conducted its enquires in Lahore on 31
March and 1 April 1932. The Ad Dharm
Mandal and Dayanand Dalit Udhar Man-
dal represented the Depressed Classes of
the Punjab before the Committee. The Ad
Dharm Mandal delegation consisted of
18 members, including Mangu Ram
Mugowalia (President), Hazara Ram
Piplanwala (General Secretary), Hans Raj
(Vice-President), Ram Chand Khera (Edi-
tor, Adi Danka), Pt. Hari Ram and Sant
Ram (Ahir 1992: 8-9). Babu Mangu Ram
Mugowalia laid emphasis on the special
electoral rights of the lower castes in the
legislative assembly while asserting that
people belonging to Depressed Classes
were neither Sikhs, Hindus, Christians
nor Muslims. He reiterated that they
were, in fact, the indigenous people of
India whose religion was Ad Dhrm. He
also sent telegrams during the Round
Table Conferences in London pledging Ad
Dharm support for Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as
the leader of the Untouchables in India
instead of Mahatma Gandhi (Ram 2012:
682). Consequently, the Communal
Award was proposed to find an amicable
solution to the varied conflicting commu-
nal interests. It was built on the principle
of separate electorates, which the British
government had already put in place
through the Indian Councils Act 1909,
commonly known as the Morley-Minto
Reforms (1909) and the Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms (1919). Under a
separate electorates system, each com-
munity was allocated a number of seats
in the legislatures and only members
from these communities would be eligi-
ble to vote to elect a representative of
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their respective community to legislative
assemblies.

Mahatma Gandhi, who was in
Yervada jail (Pune) at that time, inter-
preted the Communal Award as a British
conspiracy to separate the Depressed
Classes from the Hindu electorates in
order to weaken the Indian freedom
struggle. To stall its implementation, he
announced his fast unto death and began
the same on September 18, 1932. Dr.
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, who later be-
came the Chairman of the Drafting Com-
mittee of the Constitution of

Independent India, supported the Com-
munal Award. He thought that it would
empower the Depressed Classes (lower
castes) and help them in their struggle
for equality and dignified life. Dr. Ambed-
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deny untouchables their legitimate base
of power. Both the perceptions were to
some extent correct” (Juergensmeyer
2000: 230).The Untouchables found
their fear justified when Dr. Ambedkar
was forced to agree to a solution called
Poona Pact under the duress of commu-
nal consequences of the death of Ma-
hatma Gandhi as a result of his
fast-unto-death.

Though in the Poona Pact De-
pressed Classes were able to achieve in-
creased representation (147 reserved
seats) in comparison to what they have
granted in Communal Award (71 seats),
Ambedkar complained of blackmail for
the loss of the separate electorate provi-
sion that could have given the lower
caste an exclusive identity of the own to

kar got tremendous support from the
leaders of the Ad Dharm movement in
Punjab. Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia,
President of the Ad Dharm Manda, as
mentioned above,took keen interest in
the implementionof the Communal
Award. When Mahatma Gandhi sat on
fast-unto-death at Poona against the sep-
arate electorate for untouchables, Babu
Mangu Ram Mugowalia followed suit de-
claring: ‘Gandhi if you are prepared to die
for your Hindus, then | am prepared to
die for these untouchable.”The fast un-
dertaken by him continued for 28 days
from 20 September to 17 October 1932,
until the pact was publicly received (Ram
2004: 335). He broke his fast-unto-death
by accepting juice from Sant Sarwan
Dass, the then head of the Dera Sachknd
Ballan (Ram 2008: 1349).0n this
ground, Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia
was accused of being casteist: “The rift
between the liberal Gandhian and radical
untouchables was not healed, howerver,
since each continued to percieve the
other as an obstacle to achieving inter-
caste harmony. Gandhi thought the un-
touchables’ militant separatism was
reinforcing the concept of caste and the
untouchables thought Gandhi was trying
to whitewash existing differences and to

seek upward social mobility. Despite
thedilution of the gains pegged at the
Communal Award, all said and done, the
Poona Pact marked the beginning of the
movement against the centuries old so-
cial practice of Untouchability within the
overall domain of the Indian nationalist
struggle. It had also established Dr.
Ambedkar as then sole leader of the De-
pressed Classes across the country. It is
pertinent to mention here that the post-
Communal Award leadership of Dr.
Ambedkar strongly impressed upon Ma-
hatma Gandhi the urgency of the resolu-
tion of the protracted evil of social
exclusion practiced in the form of ‘Un-
touchability’. The confrontation,at that
time, between Mahatma Gandhi and
other Hindu leaders on the on hand, and
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on the other brought
the long ignored Dalit question into cen-
tral focus of the Indian freedom struggle.
The whole country was morally awak-
ened for the cause of the uplift of the De-
pressed Classes. It would not be an
exaggeration to say that the events that
led to the signing of the Poona Pact
made the Depressed Classes a formida-
ble political force to be reckon with per-
haps for the first time in history of
India.lt also cleared the way for the in-
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Constitution
of the Repub-
lic of India.
For Dr.
Ambedkar, an
eminent
scholar, able administrator, jurist of world
repute and a thorough democrat, the uti-
mate goal was to annihilate caste from
the social soil of Bharat; and for that he
was ready to sacrifice every thing that
come in his way. He was also a practical
statesman, who took twenty years to de-
cide to embrace Buddhism and his
Dhamma, as he documented in his mag-
num opus “Buddha and his Dhamma”
published posthumously, to fulfil his vow
not to die as a Hindu.

The Poona Pact cemented his re-
solve that social emancipation of the
lower castes is as much an important
issue as the political freedom of the
country. He never compromised on these
two most essential goals of his life. His
love for Bharat and his people was indi-
visble. He was of the firm view that
caste was the biggest hurdle on the way
of independent Bharat. It must go for
Bharat to deliver its message to the
world.Dr. Ambedkar devoted his entire
life for the emancipation and empower-
ment of the lower castes of India who for
centuries were compelled to live in de-
plorable lives. He tried different ways to
get rid of the graded caste
inequality.First, he did his best to improve
upon the situations through reforms
within Hinduism. But soon, he realized
that reforms within Hinduism will not
work for the annihilation of caste be-
cause without caste the whole structure
of Hinduism would come down like a
house of cards and that would not be ac-
ceptable at all to its protagonists. “Anni-
hilation of Caste”, as he mentioned in
this booklet, requires doing away with
those Hindu Sastras (sacred
scriptures/law books) that sactioned
caste divisions.The protagonists of Hin-
duism, he said, would never agree to
comply with such suggestions. Thus the
other way, he asserted, to seek casteless
social order was to say good bye to Hin-
duism and construct a new society under
a different religion for the Ex-Untouch-
ables. Dr. Ambedkar finally left Hinduism
and established a new social-religious
order popularly known as Navayan-Bud-
dhism (Buddha and His Dhamma) where
no one is subjected to any social discrim-
ination based on accretive and primordial
notions of caste and creed. In between,
Dr. Ambedkar battled many struggles for

(Contd.on next page)
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(Continue from page 1)
the betterment of living conditions of th-
elower castes. Poona Pact was one of
such major struggles.

It was through this historic Pact
that Dr. Ambedkar got voice for his peo-
ple in the provincial legislative structures
in the form of certain fixed number of
seats. That was September 24, 1932. A
lot has changedsince then. Under the
current Neo-liberal regime, the State in
India is fast withdrawing from its respon-
sibilities towards the people. It firmly be-
lieves that market can save them from all
the hardships they face. In other words
Neo-liberalism is being projected as the
messiah of downtrodden. In such a
changed scenario, downtrodden have to
rethink rather critically about the nature
of a struggle that they have to wage for
the acquisition and protection of their
rights. Quite interestingly, there is an al-
ternate viewpoint emerging from within
the inner academic circles of the lower
castes, which stipulates that the Neo-lib-
eral market economy offers lots of oppor-
tunities to the socially excluded sections
of the society, who no-longer face any

social exclusion in the aftermath of 1991
Globalizing India. This view-point also
talks about Dalit Capitalism, Dalit billion-
aires and DalitChambers of Commerce;
and English as a language of social
emancipation and economic upliftment.
It also calls for the ‘Dalit English lan-
guage movement’ (Yengde 2020). What
it, however, forgets is that in the free
market economy only those are wel-
comed who have the required capital to
invest. And the capital in India used to
be the prerogative of the upper castes
only. Lower castes were deliberately kept
out of its reach by all possible means
under the garb of a discriminatory and
hegemonic socio-religious order. What
about the millions of lower castes who
do not have requisite capital to invest
and enter into the so-called non-discrim-
inatory market economy in India? Would
they not be discriminated in this Neo-lib-
eral economic order? Neo-liberalism is no
more different from capitalism. Both
Capitalism and Neo-liberalism thrive on
accumulation of capital in the the form
of profit. There is no escape route avail-
able within both of them to run away

from the stairless multi-storey caste
building. Both are quite comfortable with
caste and its elusive socio-cultural para-
pharnalia. We must not forget that the
two main enemies of the lower castes
are, as cautioned by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
are Capitalism and Brahmanism. For him
Brahmanism is not a caste. It is a state
of mind (what Dirks called 'Castes of
Mind'). It is not a specific person of a
particular caste. It is an ideology that can
floursh within any caste group as well as
economic model be it Capitalism, Neo-
liberalism or any other subtlist variant of
it at any point of time during its dialecti-
cal-material transformations. It is both a
question of sociology and political econ-
omy that needs to understood in juxta-
position of each other at the one and the
same time. It needs to be rescued from
the narrow social binaries of Svarnas vs
Avarnas. To that extent, the teachings of
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar seem to be of much
more value today from the perspective of
Poona pact, affirmative action and Dalit
social mobility.
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MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED BY THE AD-DHARM MANDAL
OF THE PUNJAB, JULLUNDUR CITY TO THE INDIAN FRANCHISE COMMITTEE

In the first place we want to make it
quite clear that we are not Hindus.
There is no doubt that from time im-
memorial on account of political and
economic pressure we have been
kept in the fold of Hinduism. But this
was done by the trickeries of the Hin-
dus for their own political purposes.
We are as separate from the Hindus
as east is from the west and north is
from the south.

We are the descendants of
the aborigines of India who were the
real sons of the soil. We were con-
quered by the Aryans, and since then
we are treated as war captives and
therefore something below humanity.
Since then many kings have ruled this
country, but our lot has not been bet-
tered in the least.

We are treated by the Hindus
as Untouchables; but strange to say
that we are treated as Hindus in the
census report; we are shown as Hin-
dus, although no Hindu would eat
food or drink water touched by a
member of our class. A Brahman
would take a bath if he were to touch
our person nor would he act as priest
over our ceremonies. No Hindu would
tolerate our living with him; we are
looked down upon by everybody. No
Hindu barber will shave us, no Hindu
washerman will wash our clothes, no
Hindu water-carrier will supply water
to us, no Hindu will shop from our
shops. In short, no Hindu would like
to enter into any dealing with us.

The Hindu religious sacred
books have emphatically separated us
from the high class Hindus. For exam-
ple, we might quote the following:
(a) Manoo Smriti, chapter VIII, shloks
413, 414, 415, 267, 271, 272, 279,
280, 282, 283.

(b) Manoo Smriti, chapter Xl, shlok
131

(c) Manoo Smriti, chapter IV, shloks
80, 81

(d)  Walmiki

Ramayan, Uttarakand

Sarf, 87

(e) Manoo Smiriti, chapter X, shloks
125, 129, 96

(f) Manoo Smriti, chapter V, shloka
140

(g) Wishanoo Smriti, chapter I, shlok
15

(h) Dharam Sutar of Maharishi
Gotam, Chapter |V, shlok 12.

It is, therefore, submitted that
we are absolutely separate from the
Hindus. Under no circumstances we
are prepared to join the Hindus. We
are a separate body and form a sepa-
rate entity of our own. We would,
therefore, urge that in justice separate
representation ought to be given to
us. Without this we cannot have any
voice in the legislatures. It has always
been unjust on the part of the Gov-
ernment to yoke us with the Hindus.
This is why we have not been able to
make any progress at all. We have
been always exparted (exploited?) by
the Hindus and now we refuse to be
exparted (exploited?) by them any-
more.

According to the Census
1921 we are nearly 40 lacs in the
Punjab. We claim that in the 1931
census our number must be much
more. It is true that in the census of
1921 we are given as Hindus or
Sikhs; this is due to the absence of
our awakening to the real state of af-
fairs. We have not till lately bothered
ourselves with political questions as
the clever Hindus had always thrown
dust in our eyes. In this respect the
movement for our uplift dates back
from 1925, and since then we have
claimed to be separated with the re-
sult that in the 1931 census more
than four lacs were recorded Adi-
Dharmis in opposition to Hindus and
Sikhs. You know the atrocities com-
mitted on us by the Hindus and Sikhs
for having insisted on our recording
ourselves Adi-Dharmis. But for t
hese atrocities our number must have

been recorded in the census of 1921
much more than it has been done.
This being the case we insist that we
must be given separate representa-
tion on the population basis. At the
time of the preparation of the elec-
toral roll every member of our com-
munity must be asked whether he
would like to vote with the Hindus,
Muslims or Sikhs or with the De-
pressed Classes. It is only then that
our real voting strength will be real-
ized. We want separate representa-
tion, because if this is not given, the
Hindus will monopolise our seats as
they have always done. A number of
depressed classes must vote for a
member of the Depressed Classes as
a Hindu for a Hindu, a Muslim for a
Muslim, and so on. We want adult
franchise because a very few mem-
bers of our class have any property
qualifications in both urban and rural
areas. We do not believe in the group
system, because in the first place in
our class there will be very few sec-
ondary voters who will have property
qualification. Secondly, a secondary
voter will virtually mean that the pri-
mary voter has no vote. The right of
voting will thus be usurped by the
secondary voter who would be under
the thumb of the capitalist and the
Hindus.

The question of forming De-
pressed Classes constituency will
rest with the Government. The Gov-
ernment cannot shirk its responsibil-
ity to the loyal depressed classes by
saying that it is difficult to form spe-
cial constituencies for the Depressed
Classes when it can form constituen-
cies for the Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs
and Christians. There is no reason
why the Government cannot form
special constituencies for the De-
pressed Classes. There is no rural
urban question among the Depressed
Classes; there is no quibble of castes
among the Depressed Classes; we

want to be enfranchised as De-
pressed Classes, nothing else. Among
our ranks there might be some who
might have adopted Vedic Dharam, or
Islam or Christianity or Sikhism. We
have no quarrel with this; if such peo-
ple want to vote with their respective
coreligionists, let them please them-
selves. But those members of the De-
pressed Classes who have not
adopted Vedic Dharam as their reli-
gion or who have not adopted Islam
or Christianity they must be given
special representation and nothing
but special representation.

In conclusion, we want to
contradict certain observations made
by certain Hindu leaders; for instance,
Raja Narendra Nath, an out and out
exploiter of the Depressed Classes,
has said that there was no Depressed
Classes problem in Punjab. He is sim-
ply fooling the Brahmin people by
saying so. The real thing is that Hin-
dus do not want that a substantial
portion of their population should
separate from them and thus leave
them in a hopeless minority in the
Punjab. Raja Narendra Nath is blowing
hot and cold in same breath at the
Round Table Conference. He says that
there is no Depressed Classes as
such in the Punjab whereas a mem-
ber of the Punjab Reforms Committee
has laid great stress on their special
representation. The same is true of
the Honourable Dr. Gokul Chand
Narang, Minister for Local Self-Gov-
ernment. The Simon Commission
have also clearly laid stress on the
special representation of the De-
pressed Classes. It is in special repre-
sentation that our salvation lies.

Source Courtesy: Indian Franchise
Committee, Volume-V (1932)
Selections from Memoranda and
Oral Evidence (Punjab, Bihar and
Orissa, Central Provinces, Assam,
North-West Frontier Province, Delhi
and Miscellaneous Memoranda)
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THE PREMIER'S COMMUNAL AWARD

The Genesis of the Award

The following is a sequence of events
leading up to the decision of the
British Government to make a Com-
munal Award, and was issued in a
Government of India communique:-
In 1929, largely as a result of repre-
sentations made by Indian leaders,
Lord Irwin announced that before a
scheme for a new Indian Constitution
was placed before Parliament, a
Round Table Conference would be
held in London at which full opportu-
nity would be given to Indian repre-
sentatives for discussing all matters
connected with it. The first session
of the Conference took place in Lon-
don in the winter of 1930-31. A Sub-
Committee known as the Minorities
Committee, was formed and its mem-
bers selected from amongst the re-
sponsible leaders of the various
communities. Its chief function was
to endeavour to find a solution of the
problem of communal representation.
This Committee met six times but
during the proceedings it became in-
creasingly evident that serious and in-
deed fundamental differences of
opinion existed between the mem-
bers on this particularly important
subject. A satisfactory settlement of
the question was naturally of vital im-
portance to all, since the more acute
the differences between the various
communities in a country so large as
India are shown to be, the more diffi-
cult is it to evolve a scheme of re-
sponsible self-government which is
likely to work smoothly. Nevertheless,
the first session of the Conference
terminated without any agreement
whatever having been reached on the
communal question. The Prime Min-
ister and other British statesmen used
their best endeavours to bring the
parties together, continually empha-
sizing the necessity for complete
agreement and towards the end of
the Conference earnestly appealed to
them to compose their differences
before the next session.

The second Round Table Con-
ference met in London on September
7, 1931, but as such negotiations for
a communal settlement as there had
been in India during the interval had
proved abortive, the situation re-
mained as difficult as before. The Mi-
norities Committee reassembled with
the Prime Minister as Chairman, and
he once more appealed to the mem-
bers to agree amongst themselves on
this vital question. The Committee,
however, which now included Mr.
Gandhi, after long discussions,
recorded with deep regret that it had
failed to reach any agreed conclusion
on the difficult and controversial
question which had been the subject
of its deliberations. A noticeable fea-
ture of these meetings had been an
increasing desire on the part of the In-
dian members that the British Govern-
ment should settle the dispute on its
own authority, but the requests of the
various members of the Committee
were accompanied by a number of
such crucial and conflicting reserva-
tions that it proved impossible for the
British Government to reach any de-
cision with regard to them. The Prime

Minister, however, as Chairman of the
Committee offered to give a tempo-
rary decision provided that every
member signed an agreement pledg-
ing himself in advance to support it.
The offer was not accepted.
Subsequently, at the plenary
session of the second Conference,
the Prime Minister, in outlining the fu-
ture policy of the British Government,
stated that since it was extremely un-
desirable that the introduction of con-
stitutional reforms  should be

indefinitely blocked by the failure of
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the Viceroy. It first met in February
1932, but it quickly became evident
that it could not carry out more than
a portion of the functions allotted to
it so long as the communal problem
remained unsolved. In the meantime
the Round Table Conference dele-
gates, including those who had been
members of the Minorities Commit-
tee, had returned to India with the ex-
hortations of the Prime Minister fresh
in their minds. They failed, however,
to make any serious concerted efforts
to arrive at a settlement. The dead-
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the communities to reach an agree-
ment, the British Government might
be compelled to apply a provisional
scheme. He, however, again pointed
out the disadvantages of this course,
from the point of view of the Indians
themselves, as well as that of the
British Government and urged the del-
egates once more to meet together
and endeavour to present the British
Government with an agreement. It is
thus perfectly obvious, and cannot
too strongly emphasized, that the
British Government had, by sugges-
tion and sympathy, done everything
in its power to persuade the leaders
to arrive at a settlement of their own
problems.

In order to provide for contin-
uance of the work on the reforms
after the close of the second session
of the Round Table Conference, the
Prime Minister appointed a small rep-
resentative Consultative Committee.
It was provided that this Committee,
which was to work in India, should
maintain effective touch with the
Prime Minister through His Excellency

lock remained, and the deliberations
of the Consultative Committee were
thus to a large degree ineffective. The
members of the Committee, recognis-
ing that not only the progress of their
own work, but also the introduction
of the reforms themselves, would be
jeopardized by the absence of some
solution of the communal problem
thereupon unanimously agreed to ap-
peal to the British Government to de-
vise a settlement.

The British Government had
repeatedly and emphatically indicated
their reluctance to interfere in a mat-
ter which is entirely the concern of
Indians themselves, and had urged
that the prospects of the new consti-
tution working smoothly would be
greatly increased if an agreed settle-
ment of the communal problem could
be devised by the parties concerned,
instead of being imposed from out-
side. Nevertheless, when thus ap-
pealed to by the Consultative
Committee, they undertook to dis-
charge the difficult and embarrassing
function required to them, despite the

fact that no
such pledges
as had previ-
ously been
asked for had
been given. It
should be em-
phasized that
since the
British Govern-
ment were reluctant to devise a set-
tlement, and since the Indians
appealed to them to do so, the latter
have no moral justification whatever
for commenting unfavourably on the
provisions contained in it. It was
solely owing to their sincere desire
that the introduction of the reforms
should not be unduly delayed that the
British Government undertook to per-
form so distasteful a task at all. The
fact should be brought out in the
clearest possible manner that it is im-
possible for any settlement of the
communal question to satisfy in full
the claims put forward by the various
communities. In so far as each party
to the dispute has put forward de-
mands for greater representation than
the others could agree to, it is in-
evitable that the terms of the settle-
ment should fall short of what they
require. Indeed, the more equitable
the settlement is, the more likely is it
to prove disappointing to all con-
cerned in it. But since the British Gov-
ernment is entirely disinterested, and
in making the award is doing its ut-
most to solve a most difficult problem
in the best interests of all, it is hoped
that Indians will accept it in the spirit
it is made, and will honestly try to
make it work. Finally, it may be men-
tioned that the Secretary of State has
promised that if, before the new Gov-
ernment of India Act is passed, the
various Indian communities can reach
a general settlement of their own
which differs from his, he will will-
ingly accept it.

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com

Premier's Explanatory

Statement

On the publication of the
award, the Prime Minister issued the
following explanatory statement:-
"Not only as the Prime Minister but
as a friend of India who has for the
last two years taken a special interest
in the questions of minorities, | feel
that | ought to add a word or two of
explanation to the extremely impor-
tant decision on communal represen-
tation that the Government are
announcing today.

"We never wished to inter-
vene in the communal controversies
of India. We made that abundantly
clear during both the sessions of the
Round Table conference when we
strove hard to get Indians to settle
this matter between themselves. We
have realised from the very first that
any decision that we may make is
likely, to begin with at any rate, to be
criticised by every community purely
from the point of view of its own
complete demands, but we believe
that in the end considerations of In-
dian needs will prevail and all commu

(Contd. on next page)



[ORTERGIN  oransssineszn—vor12 (| @ 23 —wowseshioncon — CEETERTD
THE PREMIER'S COMMUNAL AWARD

(Continue from page 3)
nities will see that their duty is to co-
operate in working the new Constitu-
tion which is to give India a new
place in the British Commonwealth of
Nations.
SETTLEMENT SUBJECT TO REVI-
SION BY AGREEMENT

Our duty was plain. As the failure of
the communities to agree amongst
themselves has placed an almost in-
surmountable obstacle in the way of
any constitutional development, it
was incumbant upon Government to
take action. In accordance, therefore,
with the pledges that | gave on behalf
of the Government at the Round Table
Conference in response to repeated
appeals from representative Indians
and in accordance with the statement
to British Parliament and approved by
it, Government are today publishing a
scheme of representation in Provincial
Assemblies that they intend in due
course to lay before Parliament unless
in the meanwhile the communities
themselves agree upon a better plan.
We should be only too glad if, at any
stage before the proposed Bill be-
comes law, the communities can
reach an agreement amongst them-
selves. But guided by the past expe-
rience, Government are convinced
that no further negotiations will be of
any advantage and they can be no
party to them. They will however be
ready and willing to substitute for
their scheme any scheme whether in
respect of any one or more of Gover-
nor's provinces or in respect of the
whole of British India that is generally
agreed and accepted by all the parties

affected.
THE CASE FOR SEPARATE
ELECTORATES

In order to appreciate the
Government's decision, it is neces-
sary to remember that actual condi-
tions in which it is being given. For
many years past, separate elec-
torates, namely, the grouping of par-
ticular categories of voters in
territorial constituencies by them-
selves have been regarded by minor-
ity communities as an essential
protection for their rights. In each of
the recent stages of constitutional de-
velopment, separate electorates have
consequentially found a place. How-
ever much Government may have pre-
ferred a uniform system of joint
electorates, they found it impossible
to abolish the safeguards to which
minorities still attach vital importance.
It would serve no purpose to examine
the cause which in the past have led
to this state of affairs. | am rather
thinking of the future. | want to see
the greater and the smaller communi-
ties working together in peace and
amity so that there will be no further
need for a special form of protection.
In the meantime, however, Govern-
ment have to face facts as they are
and must maintain this exceptional
form of representation.

THE POSITION OF
THE DEPRESSED CLASSES

There are two features of the
decision to which | must allude. One
has to do with the Depressed Classes
and the other with the representation
of women. Government would be
quite unable to justify a scheme

which omitted to provide what is re-
ally requisite for either. Our main ob-
ject in the case of the Depressed
Classes has been, while securing to
them the spokesmen of their own
choice in the legislatures of the
province where they are found in
large numbers, at the same time to
avoid electoral arrangements which
would perpetuate their segregation.
Consequentially, Depressed Class
voters will vote in general Hindu con-
stituencies and an elected member in
such a constituency will be influ-
enced by his responsibility to this
section of the electorate, but for the
next 20 years there will also be a
number of special seats filled from
special Depressed Class electorates
in the areas where these voters
chiefly prevail. The anomaly of giving
certain members of the Depressed
Classes two votes is abundantly jus-
tified by the urgent need for securing
that their claims should be effectively
expressed and the prospects of im-
proving their actual condition pro-
moted.
WOMEN'S RIGHTS

As regards women voters, it
has been widely recognised in recent
years that the women's movement in
India holds one of the keys of
progress. It is not too much to say
that India cannot reach the position
to which it aspires in the world until
its women play their due part as edu-
cated and influential citizens. There
are undoubtedly serious objections to
extending to the representation of
women the communal method, but if
seats are to be reserved for women

as such and women members are to
be fairly distributed among the com-
munities, there is, in the existing cir-
cumstances, no alternative.

With this explanation, | com-
mend the scheme to Indian commu-
nities as a fair and honest attempt to
hold the balance between the con-
flicting claims in relation to the exist-
ing position in India. Let them take it,
though it may not for the moment
satisfy the full claims of any of them
as a workable plan for dealing with
the question of representation in the
next period of India's constitutional
development. Let them remember,
when examining the scheme, that
they themselves failed when pre-
sented again and again to produce to
us some plan which would give gen-
eral satisfaction.

COMMUNAL CO-OPERATION
A CONDITION OF PROGRESS

In the end, only Indians them-
selves can settle this question. The
most that Government can hope for
is that their decision will remove an
obstacle from the path of constitu-
tional advance and will thus enable
Indians to concentrate their attention
upon solving the many issues that
still remain to be decided in the field
of constitutional advance. Let leaders
of all Indian communities’ show, at
this critical moment in India's consti-
tutional development, their apprecia-
tion of the fact that communal
co-operation is a condition of
progress and that it is their special
duty to put upon themselves the re-
sponsibility of making the new con-
stitution work.
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The following is the text of the
Communal Award which was
published simultaneously in London
and Simla on the 16th August 1932:-
(1) In the statement made by the
Prime Minister on the 1st December
last, on behalf of his Majesty's
Government at the close of the sec-
ond session of the Round Table Con-
ference, which was immediately
afterwards endorsed by both the
Houses of Parliament, it was made
plain that if the communities of India
were unable to reach a settlement ac-
ceptable to all parties on the commu-
nal questions which the Conference
had failed to solve, His Majesty's
Government were determined that
India's constitutional advance should
not, on that account, be frustrated,
and they would remove this obstacle
by devising and applying themselves
a provisional scheme.

(2) On the 19th March last,
His Majesty's Government having
been informed that the continued fail-
ure of the communities to reach an
agreement was blocking the progress
of the plans for the framing of the
new Constitution, stated that they
were engaged upon a careful re-ex-
amination of the difficult and contro-
versial questions which arose. They
are now satisfied that without a de-
cision on at least some aspects of the
problems connected with the position
of the minorities under the new Con-
stitution, no further progress can be
made with the framing of the Consti-
tution.

(3) His Majesty's Government
have, accordingly, decided that they
will include provisions to give effect
to the scheme set out below in the
proposals relating to the Indian Con-
stitution to be laid in due course be-
fore Parliament. The scope of this
scheme is purposely confined to the
arrangements to be made for the rep-
resentation of the British Indian com-
munities in the provincial legislatures,
consideration of representation in the
legislature at the Centre being de-
ferred for the reason given in para-
graph 20 below. The decision to limit
the scope of the scheme implies in no
way failure to realise that the framing
of the Constitution will necessitate
decision on a number of other prob-
lems of great importance to the mi-
norities, but has been taken in the
hope that once a pronouncement has
been made upon the basic questions
of the method and proportions of rep-
resentation, the communities them-
selves may find it possible to arrive at
a modus vivendi on the other commu-
nal problems, which have not as yet
received the examination they require.
(4) His Majesty's Government wish it
to be most clearly understood that
they themselves can be no parties to
negotiations which may be initiated
with a view to the revision of their de-
cision, and will not be prepared to
give consideration to any representa-
tion aimed at securing a modification
of it, which is not supported by all
the parties affected. But they are
most desirous to close no door to an
agreed settlement should such hap-
pily be forthcoming. If, therefore, be-

fore the new Government of India Act
has passed into law, they are satisfied
that the communities who are con-
cerned are mutually agreed upon a
practicable alternative scheme either
in respect of any one or more of the
Governor's provinces, or in respect of
the whole of British India, they will be
prepared to recommend to Parliament
that the alternative should be substi-
tuted for the provisions now outlined.

GENERAL FEATURES
OF THE SCHEME

(5) Seats in the Legislative
Councils in the Governor's Provinces
or in the Lower House, if there is an
upper chamber, will be allocated as
shown in paragraph 24 below:-

(6) Election to the seats allot-
ted to Mahomedan, European and
Sikh constituencies will be by voters
voting in separate communal elec-
torates covering between them the
whole area of the province (apart
from any portions which may in spe-
cial cases be excluded from the elec-
toral area as "backward").

Provision will be made in the
constitution itself to empower revi-
sion of this electoral arrangement
(and other similar arrangements men-
tioned below) after ten years with the
assent of the communities affected,
for the ascertainment of which suit-
able means will be devised.

(7) All qualified electors who
are not voters either in a Mahome-
dan, Sikh, Indian Christian (see para
10), Anglo Indian (see para 11) or Eu-
ropean constituency, will be entitled
to vote in a general constituency.

(8) Seven seats will be re-
served for Maharattas in certain se-
lected plural-member general
constituencies in Bombay.

(9) Members of the "de-
pressed classes" qualified to vote will
vote in a general constituency. In
view of the fact that, for a consider-
able period, these classes would be
unlikely, by this means alone, to se-
cure any adequate representation in
the Legislature, a number of special
seats will be assigned to them as
shown in para 24 below. These seats
will be filled by election from the spe-
cial constituencies in which only the
members of the "depressed classes”,
electorally qualified, will be entitled to
vote. Any person voting in such a
special constituency will, as stated
above, be also entitled to vote in a
general constituency. It is intended
that these constituencies should be
formed in selected areas where the
"depressed classes" are most numer-
ous and that except in Madras they
should not cover the whole area of
the province.

In Bengal, it seems possible
that in some general constituencies,
the majority of the voters will belong
to the Depressed Classes. Accord-
ingly, pending further investigation,
no number has been fixed for mem-
bers to be returned from the Special
Depressed Class constituencies in
that Province. It is intended to secure
that the Depressed Classes should
obtain not less than ten seats in the
Bengal Legislature.

The precise definition, in each
province of those who (if electorally
qualfified) will be entitled to vote in
the special Depressed Class con-
stituencies, has not yet been finally
determined. It will be based, as a rule,
on the general principles advocated in
the Franchise Committee's report.
Modification may, however, be found
necessary in some provinces in
Northern India, where the application
of the general criteria of untouchabil-
ity might result in a definition unsuit-
able, in some respects, to the special
conditions of the province.

His Majesty's Government do
not consider that these special De-
pressed Classes constituencies will
be required for more than a limited
time. They intend that the Constitu-
tion shall provide that they shall come
to an end after twenty years if they
have not previously been abolished
under the general powers of electoral
revision referred to in para 6.

(10) Election to the seats al-
lowed to Indian Christians will be by
voters voting in separate communal
electorates. It seems almost certain
that the formation of Indian Christian
constituencies covering the whole
area of a province is impracticable
and that accordingly, special Indian
Christian constituencies will have to
be formed only in one or two selected
areas in a province. Indian Christian
voters outside these areas will not
vote in a general constituency. Indian
Christian voters outside these areas
will vote in a general constituency.
Special arrangements may be needed
in Bihar and Orissa where a consider-
able proportion of the Indian Christian
community belong to aboriginal
tribes.

(11) Election to the seats al-
lotted to Anglo-Indians will be by vot-
ers voting in separate communal
electorates. It is at present intended,
subject to the investigation of any
practical difficulties that may arise
that the Anglo-Indian constituencies
shall cover the whole area of each
province, postal ballot being em-
ployed: but no final decision has yet
been reached.

(12) The method of filling the
seats assigned for representatives
from the Backward Areas is still
under investigation, and the number
of seats so assigned should be re-
garded as provisional, pending final
decision as to the constitutional
arrangements to be made in relation
to such areas.

(13) His Majesty's Govern-
ment attach great importance to se-
curing that the new legislature should
contain at least a small number of
women members. They feel, at the
outset, this object could not be
achieved without creating a certain
number of seats specially allotted to
women. They also feel it is essential
that women members should not be
drawn disproportionately from one
community. They have been unable to
find any system which would avoid
this risk and would be consistent
with the rest of the scheme for rep-
resentation which they have found it
necessary to adopt, except that of

limiting the electorate for each special
women's seat to voters from one
community, subject to the exception
explained in para 24 below. Special
women's seats have accordingly been
specifically divided as explained in
para 24 below between the various
communities. The precise electoral
machinery to be employed in these
special constituencies is still under
consideration.

(14) Seats allotted to
"Labour" will be filled from non-com-
munal constituencies. Electoral
arrangements have still to be deter-
mined, but it is likely that in most
provinces Labour constituencies will
be partly trade union and partly spe-
cial constituencies as recommended
by the Franchise Committee.

(15) Special seats allotted to
Commerce and Industry, Mining and
Planting will be filled by election
through Chambers of Commerce and
various associations. Details of the
electoral arrangements for these
seats must await further investiga-
tion.

(16) Special seats allotted to
Land-holders will be filled by election
by special Landholders' constituen-
cies.

(17) The method to be em-
ployed for election to University seats
is still under consideration.

(18) His Majesty's Govern-
ment have found it impossible in de-
termining these questions  of
representation in the provincial legis-
latures, to avoid entering into a con-
siderable detail. There remains,
nevertheless, the determination of the
constituencies. They intend that this
task should be undertaken in India as
early as possible.

It is possible in some in-
stances that delimitation of con-
stituencies might be materially
improved by a slight variation from
the number of seats now given. His
Majesty's Government reserve the
right to make such slight variations
for such a purpose, provided they
would not materially affect the essen-
tial balance between the communi-
ties. No such variations will, however,
be made in the case of Bengal and
the Punjab.

(19) The question of the com-
position of Second Chambers in the
provinces has so far received compar-
atively little attention in the constitu-
tional discussions, and requires
further consideration before a deci-
sion is reached as to which provinces
shall have a Second Chamber or a
scheme is drawn up for their compo-
sition.

His Majesty's Government
consider that the composition of a
Upper House in a province should be
such as not to disturb, in any essen-
tial, the balance between the commu-
nities resulting from the composition
of the Lower House.

(20) His Majesty's Govern-
ment do not propose, at present, to
enter into the question of the size and
composition of the Legislature at the
Centre, since this involves, among
other questions, that of

(Contd. on next page)
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(Continue from page 5)

representation of the Indian States which
still needs further discussion. They wiill,
of course, when considering the compo-
sition, pay full regard to the claims of all
the communities for adequate represen-
tation therein.
(21) His Majesty's Government have al-
ready accepted that Sind should be con-
stituted a separate province if
satisfactory means of financing it can be
found. As the financial problems involved
still have to be reviewed in connection
with other problems of Federal Finance,
His Majesty's Government have thought
it preferable to include at this stage fig-
ures for a Legislature for the existing
province of Bombay, in addition to the
schemes for separate Legislatures for the
Bombay Presidency proper and Sind.

(22) The figures given for Bihar
and Orissa relate to the existing province.
The question of constituting a separate
province of Orissa is still under investiga-
tion.

(23) The inclusion in para 24
below of figures relating to the Legisla-
ture for the Central Provinces including
Berar does not imply that any decision
has yet been reached regarding the future
constitutional position of Berar.

ALLOCATION OF SEATS

IN PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES

(24) The following will be the al-
location of seats in Provincial Legislatures
(Lower House only):-

MADRAS:
General
women);
Depressed Classes: 18;
Representative from
areas: 1;
Muhammadans: 29
woman);

Indian Christians: 9
women);
Anglo-Indians: 2;
Europeans: 3;
Commerce and
Planting: 6;
Landholders: 6;
University: 1;
Labour: 6;

Total: 215

Seats: 134 (including six

backward

(including one

(including one

Industry, Mining and

BOMBAY (INCLUDING SIND):
General Seats: 97 (including
women);

Backward Areas: 1;

five

Mahomedans: 63 (including 1 woman);
Indian Christians: 3;

Anglo-Indians: 2;

Europeans: 4;

Commerce etc.: 8;

Landholders: 3;

University: 1;

Labour: 8;

Depressed Classes: 10;

Total: 200

BENGAL

General Seats: 80 (including 2 women);
Depressed Classes: Blank;
Mahomedans: 119 (including 2 women);
Indian Christians: 2;

Ango-Indians: 4 (including 1 woman);
Europeans: 11;

Commerce etc.: 19;

Landholders: 5;

University: 2;

Labour: 8;

Total: 250

UNITED PROVINCES:

General Seats: 132 (including 4 women);
Depressed Classes: 12;

Mahomedans: 66 (including 2 women);
Indian Christians: 2;

Anglo-Indians: 1;

Europeans: 2;

Commerce etc.: 3;

Landholders: 6;

University: 1;

Labour: 3;
Total: 228
PUNJAB:
General
woman);
Sikh: 32 (including one woman);
Mahomedans: 86  (including
women);

Indian Christians: 2;
Anglo-Indians: 1;

Europeans: 1;

Commerce etc: 1;

Landholders: 5;

University: 1;

Labour: 3;

Total: 173

Seats: 43 (including one

two

BIHAR AND ORISSA:

General Seats: 99

women);

Depressed Classes: 7;
Representatives from backward areas: 8;
Mahomedans: 42 (including 1 woman);

Indian Christians: 2;

Anglo-Indian: 1;

Europeans: 2;

Commerce etc.: 4;

(including three

Landholders: 6;

University: 1;

Labour: 4;

Total: 175

CENTRAL PROVINCES (including Berar):
General seats: 77 (including three
women);

Depressed Classes: 10;

Representatives from backward areas: 1;
Mahomedans: 14;

Anglo-Indians: 1;

Europeans: 1;

Commerce etc.: 2;

Landholders: 3;

University: 1;

Labour: 2;
Total: 112
ASSAM
General
woman);
Depressed Classes: 4;

Representatives from backward areas: 9;
Muhammadans: 34;

Indian Christians: 1;

Europeans: 1;

Commerce etc.: 11;

Labour: 4;

Total: 208

Seats: 44 (including one

NORTH WEST-FRONTIER PROVINCE:
General Seats: 9;

Sikhs: 3;

Muhammdans: 86;

Landholders: 2;

Total: 50;

Seats are also allocated for Bom-
bay without Sind and for Sind as fol-
lows:-

BOMBAY WITHOUT SIND:

General Seats: 109 (including 5 women);
Depressed Classes: 10;
Representative from
areas: 1;
Muhammadans: 30
woman)

Indian Christians: 3;
Anglo-Indians: 2;
Europeans: 3;
Commerce etc.: 7;
Landholders: 2;
University: 1;

Labour: 7;
Total: 175
SIND
General
woman);
Muhammadans: 34
woman);

Europeans: 2;

backward

(including one

Seats: 19 (including one

(including one

Commerce etc.: 2;
Landholders: 2;
Labour: 1;

Total: 60

As regards seats for commerce
and industry, mining and planting, it is
stated that "composition of bodies
through which election of these seats
will be conducted though in most cases
either predominantly European or pre-
dominantly Indian will not be statutorily
fixed. It is accordingly not possible in
each province to state certainly how
many Europeans and Indians respectively
will be returned. It is, however, expected
that initially the numbers will be approx-
imately as follows:-

Madras, 4 Europeans and 2 Indians;
Bombay (including Sind), 5 Europeans
and three Indians;

Bengal, 14 Europeans
Indians;

United Provinces, 2 Europeans and one
Indian;

Punjab, one Indian;

Bihar and Orissa, 2 Europeans and 2 In-
dians;

Central Provinces (including Berar), one
European and one Indian;
Assam, 8 Europeans
Indians;

Bombay (without Sind), 4 Europeans and
three Indians;

Sind, one European and one Indian."

As regards general seats allocated to
Bombay whether inclusive or exclusive of
Sind it is stated seven of them will be re-
served for Maharattas.

As regards allocation of seats for
Depressed Classes in Bengal this number
which will not exceed ten has not yet
been fixed. The number of general seats
will be 80, less the number of special de-
pressed classes seats.

As regards Landholders' seats in
the Punjab, it is stated one of these wiill
be a Zamindars seat. Four landholders
seats will be filled from special con-
stituencies with Joint Electorates. It is
probable from distribution of the elec-
torate that members returned will be one
Hindu, one Sikh and two Mahomedans.

As regards allocation of one
woman's seat among the general seats
in Assam, it is stated this will be filled
from a non-communal constituency at
Shillong.

Source Courtesy: The Indian Annual
Register, Vol. Il, July-Dec.1932

and five

and three

Note: In Point No. 24, for Punjab, it was calculated on adding the numbers, that the total comes to 175. However, in the text source of information,
the figure is given as 173. For Bihar and Orissa, the total calculated comes at 176, however figure is shown as 175 in the text source of information.
For Assam, the total calculated comes at 108, however figure is shown as 208 in the text source of information. For North West Frontier Province,

the total calculated comes at 100, however figure is shown as 50 in the text source of information.

- Neeraj Paul

Stolen books by Newton, Galilei found under house in Romania

The books have value of more than
2.5 million pounds ($3.2 million)
Police in Romania have uncovered a
trove of “irreplaceable” books, includ-
ing first editions of works by Galileo
Galilei and Isaac Newton that were
stolen in a sophisticated 2017 heist
from a warehouse in London, police
and the European Union&#39;s judi-
cial cooperation agency said Friday.

The stash of some 200 rare
and valuable books was discovered
Wednesday hidden in a concealed
space under a house in rural Roma-
nia. London&#39;s Met Police said in
a statement that the recovered books

have a combined value
of more than 2.5 mil-
lion pounds ($3.2 mil-
lion). “These books are
extremely valuable, but
more importantly they
are irreplaceable and
are of great importance
to international cultural
heritage, & quot; Detec-
tive Inspector Andy
Durham said in a state-
ment.

the roof and abseiled
down into the building
to avoid motion detec-
tors, loaded the books
into 16 large bags and
clambered back up the
ropes to make their get-
away through the roof,
police said. A joint in-
vestigation  involving
police from London, Ro-
mania and the Cara-
binieri in Italy,

The books were *
stolen in a raid on a warehouse in
west London. Burglars cut holes in

supported by EU agen-
cies Europol and Eurojust in The
Hague, identified 11 similar burglaries

across Britain, that netted some 2
million pounds worth of stolen prop-
erty. The Met Police said a Romanian
organised crime gang was responsi-
ble. The probe led to a series of raids
in the three countries in June 2019
and the arrest of 13 suspects who
were charged in the UK with involve-
ment in the burglaries. The Met said
that 12 suspects have pleaded guilty
and will face sentencing hearings
starting later this month. The 13th
suspect is scheduled to go on trial
in March.

Source Courtesy: The Tribune,
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Gandhiji's correspondence with Sir
Samuel Hoare, Indian Secretary of
State, and Mr. J. Ramsey Macdonald,
Prime Minister of England
GANDHIJI'S DECISION
TO FAST UNTO DEATH
Letter from Mahatma Gandhi to Sir
Samuel Hoare dated Yeravada Cen-
tral Prison, March 11, 1932.

Dear Sir Samuel, - You will
perhaps recollect that at the end of
my speech at the Round Table Con-
ference when the minorities' claim
was presented | had said that | should
resist with my life the grant of sepa-
rate electorate to the depressed
classes. This was not said in the heat
of the moment nor by way of rhetoric.
It was meant to be a serious state-
ment. In pursuance of that statement
| had hoped on my return to India to
mobilize public opinion against sepa-
rate electorates, at any rate for the
depressed classes. But it was not
to be.

From the newspapers | am
permitted to read | observe that any
moment his Majesty's Government
may declare their decision. At first |
had thought that if the decision was
found to create separate electorates
for the depressed classes | should
take such steps as | might then con-
sider necessary to give effect to my
vow. But | feel that it would be unfair
to the British Government for me to
act without giving previous notice.
Naturally they would not attach the
significance | give to my statement.
| need hardly reiterate all the objec-
tions | have to the creation of sepa-
rate electorates for the depressed
classes. | feel as if | was one of them.
Their case stands on a wholly differ-
ent footing from that of others. | am
not against their representation in the
legislatures. | should favour every one
of their adults - male and female -
being registered as a voter irrespec-
tive of education or property qualifi-
cations even though the franchise
test may be stricter for others. But |
hold that separate electorate is harm-
ful for them and for Hinduism what-
ever it may be from a purely political
standpoint. To appreciate the harm
that separate electorates would do
them one has to know how they are
distributed amongst the so-called
caste Hindus and how dependent
they are on the latter. So far as Hin-
duism is concerned separate elec-
torate would simply vivisect and
disrupt it. For me the question of
these classes is predominantly moral
and religious. The political aspect, im-
portant though it is, dwindles into in-
significance compared to the moral
and religious issues. You will have to
appreciate my feelings in this matter
by remembering that | have been in-
terested in the condition of these
classes from my boyhood and have
more than once staked my all for their
sake. | say this not to pride myself in
any way. For | feel that no penance
caste Hindus may do can in any way
compensate for the calculated degra-
dation to which they have consigned
the depressed classes for centuries.
But | know that separate electorate is
neither a penance nor any remedy for

the crushing degradation they have
groaned under.

I, therefore, respectfully in-
form his Majesty's Government that
in the event of their decision creating
separate electorate for the depressed
classes | must fast unto death.

I am painfully conscious of
the fact that such a step while | am a
prisoner must cause grave embarrass-
ment to his Majesty's Government
and that it will be regarded by many
as highly improper on the part of one
holding my position to introduce into
the political field methods which they
would describe as hysterical, if not
much worse. All | can urge in defence
is that for me the contemplated step
is not a method, it is a part of my
being. It is a call of the conscience
which | dare not disobey even though
it may cost whatever reputation for
sanity | may possess.

So far as | can see now my
discharge from imprisonment would
not make the duty of fasting any the
less imperative.

| am hoping, however, that all
my fears are wholly unjustified and
the British Government have no inten-
tion whatever of creating separate
electorate for the depressed classes.
It is perhaps as well for me to refer to
another matter that is agitating me
and may also enforce a similar fast. It
is the way the repression is going. |
have no notion when | may receive a
shock that would compel the sacri-
fice. Repression appears to me to be
crossing what might be called legiti-
mate. A Governmental terrorism is
spreading through the land. Both Eng-
lish and Indian officials are being bru-
talized. The latter, high and low are
becoming demoralised by reason of
the Government rewarding as merito-
rious disloyalty to the people and in-
human conduct towards their own
kith and kin. The latter are being
cowed down. Free speech has been
stifled. Gondaism is being practised
in the name of law and order. Women
who have come out for public service
stand in fear of their honour being
insulted.

And all this, as it seems to
me, is being done in order to crush
the spirit of freedom which the Con-
gress represents. Repression is not
confined to punishing civil breaches
of the common law. It goads people
to break the newly made orders of au-
tocracy designed for the most part to
humiliate them.

In all these doings as | read
them | see no spirit of democracy. In-
deed, my recent visit to England has
confirmed my opinion that vyour
democracy is a superficial, circum-
scribed thing. In the weightiest mat-
ters decisions are taken by individuals
or groups without any reference to
Parliament and these have been rati-
fied by members having but a vague
notion of what they were doing. Such
was the case with Egypt, and the war
of 1914 and such is the case with
India. My whole being rebels against
the idea that in a system called dem-
ocratic one man should have the un-
fettered power of affecting the
destiny of an ancient people number-

ing over three hundred millions and
that his decisions can be enforced by
mobilising the most terrible forces of
destruction. To me this is a negation
of democracy.

And this repression cannot be
prolonged without further embittering
the already bitter relations between
the two peoples. In so far as | am re-
sponsible and can help it how am | to
arrest the process? Not by stopping
civil disobedience. For me it is an ar-
ticle of faith. | regard myself by na-
ture a democrat. The democracy of
my conception is wholly inconsistent
with the use of physical force for en-
forcing its will. Civil resistance, there-
fore, has been conceived to be a
proper substitute for physical force to
be used wherever generally the latter
is held necessary or justifiable. It is a
process of self-suffering and a part of
the plan is that in given circum-
stances a civil resister must sacrifice
himself even by fasting to a finish.
That moment has not yet arrived for
me. | have no undeniable call from
within for such a step. But the events
happening outside are alarming
enough to agitate my fundamental
being. Therefore, in writing to you
about the possibility of a fast regard-
ing the depressed classes | felt |
would be untrue to you, if | did not
tell you also that there was another
possibility, not remote, of such a fast.

Needless to say from my side
absolute secrecy has been main-
tained about all correspondence |
have carried on with you. Of course
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Ma-
hadev Desai who have just been sent
to join us know all about it. But you
will no doubt make whatever use you
wish of this letter.

Yours sincerely, (Sd.) M. K. GANDHI
To Sir Samuel Hoare, Whitehall,
London

SIR SAMUEL HOARE'S REPLY

Letter dated April 13, 1932, from Sir
Samuel Hoare to Mahatma Gandhi:
Dear Mr. Gandhi, - | write in answer
to your letter of the 11th March and |
say at once that | realise fully the
strength of your feeling upon the
question of separate electorates for
the depressed classes. | can only say
that we intend to give any decision
that may be necessary solely upon
the merits of the case. As you are
aware Lord Lothian's Committee has
not yet completed its tour and it must
be some weeks before we can receive
any conclusions at which it may have
arrived. When we can receive the re-
port we shall have to give the most
careful consideration to its recom-
mendations and we shall not give any
decision until we have taken into ac-
count in addition to the views ex-
pressed by the committee the views
that you and those who think with
you have so forcibly expressed. | feel
sure if you were in our position you
would be taking exactly the same ac-
tion we intend to take. You would
await the Committee's report, you
would then give it your fullest consid-
eration and before arriving at the final
decision you would take into account
the views that have been expressed

on both sides of the controversy.
More than this | cannot say. Indeed |
do not imagine you would expect me
to say more.

As to the ordinances | can
only repeat what | have already said
publicly and privately. | am convinced
that it was essential to impose them
in the face of the deliberate attack
upon the very foundations of ordered
Government. | am also convinced
that both the Government of India
and local Governments are not abus-
ing their extensive powers and are
doing everything possible to prevent
excessive or vindictive action. We
shall not keep the emergency meas-
ures in force any longer than we are
obliged to for the purpose of main-
taining the essentials of law and order
and protecting our officials and other
classes of community against terror-
ist outrages.

Yours truly, (Sd.) SAMUEL HOARE
To M. K. Gandhi Esq.

Letter from Mahatma Gandhi dated
Yeravada Central Prison, August 18,
1932, to the Prime Minister:

Dear Friend, There can be no
doubt that Sir Samuel Hoare has
showed you and the Cabinet my let-
ter to him of the 11th March on the
question of representation of the 'de-
pressed’ classes.

That letter should be treated as part
of this letter and be read together
with this.

| have read the British Govern-
ment's decision on the representation
of minorities and have slept over it. In
pursuance of my letter to Sir Samuel
Hoare and my declaration at the
meeting of the Minorities Committee
of the Round Table Conference on the
13th November, 1931 at St. James
Palace | have to resist your decision
with my life. The only way | can do
so is by declaring perpetual fast unto
death from food of any kind save
water with or without salt and soda.
This fast will cease if during its
progress the British Government of its
own motion or under pressure of pub-
lic opinion revise their decision and
withdraw their scheme of communal
electorates for the depressed classes
whose representatives should be
elected by the general electorate
under common franchise no matter
how wide it is.

The proposed fast will come
into operation in the ordinary course
from the noon of the 20th September
next unless the said decision is in the
meanwhile revised in the manner sug-
gested above.

I am asking the authorities
here to cable the text of this letter to
you so as to give you ample notice.
But in any case | am leaving sufficient
time for this letter to reach you in
time by the slowest route.

| also ask that this letter and
my letter to Sir Samuel Hoare already
referred to be published at the earliest
possible moment. On my part | have
scrupulously observed the rule of the
jail and have communicated my de-
sire or the contents of the two letters
to no one save the two companions

(Contd. on next page)
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Sjt. Ma-
hadev Desai. But | want, if you make
it possible, the public opinion to be af-
fected by my letters. Hence my re-
quest for their early publication.

| regret the decision | have
taken. But, as a man of religion that |
hold myself to be, | have no other
course left open to me. As | have said
in my letter to Sir Samuel Hoare, even
if his Majesty's Government decided
to release me in order to save them-
selves for embarrassment my fast will
have to continue. For, | cannot now
hope to resist the decision by any
other means. And | have no desire
whatsoever to compass my release
by any means other than honourable.
It may be that my judgment is
warped and that | am wholly in error
in regarding separate electorates for
'depressed’ classes as harmful to
them or to Hinduism. If so | am not
likely to be in the right with reference
to other parts of my philosophy of
life. In that case my death by fasting
will be at once a penance for my error
and a lifting of a weight from off
those numberless men and women
who have childlike faith in my wis-
dom. Whereas, if my judgment is
right, as | have little doubt it is, the
contemplated step is but a due fulfil-
ment of the scheme of life which |
have tried for more than a quarter of
a century, apparently not without
considerable success.

I remain Your faithful friend,
(Sd.) M. K. GANDHI
To The Rt. Hon.
J. Ramsay MacDonald
Prime Minister, London

Letter from Mr. Ramsay MacDonald,
10 Downing Street,
September 8, 1932.

Dear Mr. Gandhi, | have re-
ceived your letter with much surprise
and, let me add, with very sincere re-
gret. Moreover, | cannot help thinking
you have written it under a misunder-
standing as to what the decision of
his Majesty's Government as regards
the depressed classes really implies.
We have always understood you were
irrevocably opposed to permanent
segregation of depressed classes
from the Hindu community. You made
your position very clear on the Minor-
ity Committee of the Round Table
Conference and you expressed it
again in the letter you wrote to Sir
Samuel Hoare on March 11. We also
knew your view was shared by a
great body of Hindu opinion and we,
therefore, took it into the most careful
account when we were considering
the question of representation of de-
pressed classes. Whilst in view of the
numerous appeals we have received
from depressed class organisations
and the generally admitted social dis-
abilities under which they labour and
which you have often recognised we
felt it our duty to safeguard what we
believed to be the right of the de-
pressed classes to a fair proportion of
representation in the legislatures, we
were equally careful to do nothing
that would split off their community
from the Hindu world. You yourself

stated in your letter of March 11 that
you were not against their represen-
tation in the legislatures. Under the
Government's scheme the depressed
class will remain a part of the Hindu
community and will vote with the
Hindu electorate on an equal footing,
but for the first 20 years, while still
remaining electorally part of the
Hindu community, will receive
through a limited number of special
constituencies means of safeguarding
their rights and interests that we are
convinced is necessary under the
present conditions. Where these con-
stituencies are created members of
the depressed classes will not be de-
prived of their votes in the general
Hindu constituencies but will have
two votes in order that their member-
ship of the Hindu community should
remain unimpaired. We deliberately
decided against the creation of what
you describe as a communal elec-
torate for the depressed classes and
included all depressed class voters in
the general or Hindu constituencies
so that the higher caste candidates
should have to solicit their votes or
the depressed class candidates
should have to solicit the votes of
higher castes at elections. Thus in
every way was unity of the Hindu so-
ciety preserved. We felt, however,
that during the early period of respon-
sible government when power in the
provinces would pass to whoever
possessed a majority in the legisla-
tures it was essential that the de-
pressed classes whom you have
yourself described in your letter to Sir
Samuel Hoare as having been con-
signed by caste Hindus to calculated
degradation for centuries, should re-
turn a certain number of members of
their own choosing to the legislatures
of seven of the nine provinces to
voice their grievances and their ideals
and prevent decisions going against
them without the legislature and the
Government listening to their case in
a word to place them in a position to
speak for themselves which every
fair-minded person must agree to be
necessary. We did not consider that
the method of electing special repre-
sentatives by reservation of seats in
the joint electorates would secure to
the depressed classes in the existing
conditions under any system of fran-
chise which is practicable, members
who could genuinely represent them
and be responsible to them because
in practically all cases such members
would be elected by a majority con-
sisting of the higher caste Hindus.

The special advantage given under
our scheme to the depressed classes
by means of a limited number of spe-
cial constituencies in addition to their
normal electoral rights in general
Hindu constituencies is wholly differ-
ent in conception and effect from the
method of representation adopted for
a minority such as the Muslims by
means of separate communal elec-
torates, for example, a Muslim cannot
vote or be a candidate in a general
constituency whereas any electorally
qualified member of the depressed
classes can vote in and stand for a
general constituency. The number of

territorial seats allotted to the Mus-
lims is naturally conditioned by the
fact that it is impossible for them to
gain any further territorial seats and
in most provinces they enjoy a weigh-
tage in excess of their population
ratio; the number of special seats to
be filled from special depressed class
constituencies will be seen to be
small and has been fixed not to pro-
vide a quota numerically appropriate
for the total representation of the de-
pressed class population but solely to
secure a minimum number of spokes-
men for the depressed classes in the
legislature who are chosen exclu-
sively by the depressed classes. The
proportion of their special seats is
everywhere much below the popula-
tion percentage of the depressed
classes.

As | understand your attitude
you propose to adopt the extreme
course of starving yourself to death
not in order to secure that the de-
pressed classes should have joint
electorates with other Hindus, be-
cause that is already provided, nor to
maintain unity of Hindus which is
also provided but solely to prevent
the depressed classes who admit-
tedly suffer from terrible disabilities
today from being able to secure a lim-
ited number of representatives of
their own choosing to speak on their
behalf in the legislatures which will
have a dominating influence over their
future. In the light of these very fair
and cautious proposals | am quite un-
able to understand the reason of the
decision you have taken and can only
think you have made it under a mis-
apprehension of the actual facts.

In response to the very gen-
eral request from Indians after they
had failed to produce a settlement
themselves the Government against
its will undertook to give a decision
on the minorities' question. They
have now given it and they cannot be
expected to alter it except on the
conditions they have stated. | am
afraid, therefore, that my answer to
you must be that the Government's
decision stands and that only an
agreement of the communities them-
selves can substitute other electoral
arrangements for those that Govern-
ment have devised in a sincere en-
deavour to weigh the conflicting
claims on their just merits.

You ask this correspondence
including your letter to Sir Samuel
Hoare of March 11 should be pub-
lished. As it would seem to me unfair
if your present internment were to de-
prive you of the opportunity of ex-
plaining to the public the reasons
why you intend to fast, | readily agree
to the request if on a reconsideration
you repeat it. Let me, however, once
again urge you to consider the actual
details of the Government's decision
and ask yourself seriously the ques-
tion whether it really justifies you in
taking action you contemplate.

I am, Yours very truly,
(Sd.) J. RAMSAY MACDONALD

Letter from Mahatma Gandhi
dated Yeravada Central Prison, Sep-
tember 9, 1932, to Mr. Ramsay Mac-

Donald:

Dear Friend, | have to thank
you for your frank and full letter
telegraphed and received this day. |
am sorry, however, that you put upon
the contemplated step an interpreta-
tion that never crossed my mind. |
have claimed to speak on behalf of
the very class to sacrifice whose in-
terests you impute to me a desire to
fast myself to death. | had hoped that
the extreme step itself would effec-
tively prevent any such selfish inter-
pretation. Without urging | affirm that
for me this matter is one of pure reli-
gion. The mere fact of the 'de-
pressed' classes having double votes
does not protect them or the Hindu
society in general from being dis-
rupted. In the establishment of sepa-
rate electorates at all for the
'depressed’ classes | sense the injec-
tion of poison that is calculated to de-
stroy Hinduism and do no good
whatever to the 'depressed’ classes.
You will please permit me to say no
matter how sympathetic you may be,
you cannot come to a correct deci-
sion on a matter of such vital and re-
ligious importance to the parties
concerned. | should not be against
even over-representation of the 'de-
pressed' classes. What | am against
is their statutory separation even in a
limited form from the Hindu fold so
long as they choose to belong to it.
Do you realise that if your decision
stands and the constitution comes
into being you arrest the marvellous
growth of the work of Hindu reform-
ers who have dedicated themselves
to the uplift of their suppressed
brethren in every walk of life.

I have, therefore, been com-
pelled reluctantly to adhere to the de-
cision conveyed to you.

As your letter may give rise to
a misunderstanding | wish to state
that the fact of my having isolated for
special treatment of the 'depressed'’
classes question from other parts of
your decision does not in any way
mean that | approve of or am recon-
ciled to other parts of the decision. In
my opinion many other parts are open
to very grave objections. | do not con-
sider them to be any warrant for call-
ing from me such self-immolation as
my conscience has prompted me to
in the matter of the 'depressed'
classes.

| remain, Your faithful friend
(Sd.) M. K. GANDHI

The following is the state-
ment that Mahatma Gandhi had sent
to the Bombay Government on the
15th on his decision to fast in con-
nection with the 'depressed classes'
problem:-

The fast which | am ap-
proaching was resolved upon in the
name of God for His work and, as |
believe, in all humility, at His call.
Friends have urged me to postpone
the date for the sake of giving the
public a chance to organise itself. |
am sorry it is not open to me to
change even the hour except for the
reason stated in my letter to the
Prime Minister. The impending fast is
against those who have faith in me

(Contd. on next page)
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whether Indians or foreigners, and for
those who have it not. Therefore it is
not against the English official world,
but it is against those Englishmen and
women who in spite of the contrary
teaching of the official world believe
in me and the justice of the cause |
represent. Nor is it against those of
my countrymen who have no faith in
me whether they be Hindus or others,
but it is against those countless Indi-
ans (no matter to what persuasion
they belong) who believe that | repre-
sent a just cause. Above all it is in-
tended to sting the Hindu conscience
into right religious action. The con-
templated fast is no appeal to mere
emotion. By fast | want to throw the
whole of my weight (such as it is) in
the scales of justice, pure and simple.
Therefore, there need be no undue
haste in feverish anxiety to save my
life. | implicitly believe in the truth of
the saying that not a blade of grass
moves but by His will. He will save it
if he needs it for further service in
this body. None can save it against
His will. Humanly speaking | believe
it will stand the strain for some time.
Separate electorate is merely the last
straw. No patched up agreement be-
tween the caste Hindu leaders and
rival 'depressed’ class leaders will an-
swer the purpose. The agreement to
be valid has to be real. If Hindu mass-
mind is not yet prepared to banish un-
touchability, root and branch, it must
sacrifice me without the slightest
hesitation. There should be no coer-
cion of those who are opposed to
joint electorate. | have no difficulty in
understanding their bitter opposition.
They have every right to distrust me.
Do I not belong to that Hindu section,
mis-called superior class or caste Hin-
dus, who have remained nevertheless

in the Hindu fold? But whilst | can
justify this opposition | believe that
they are in error. They will, if they
can, separate the 'depressed’ classes
entirely from the Hindu society and
form them into separate class - a
standing and living reproach in Hin-
duism. | should not mind if thereby
their interest could be really served.
But an intimate acquaintance with
every shade of untouchability con-
vinces me that their lives such as
they are are so intimately mixed with
those of the caste Hindus in whose
midst and for whom they live that it
is impossible to separate them. They
are part of an individual family. Their
revolt against Hindus with whom
they live and their apostasy from Hin-
duism, | should understand, but this,
so far as | can see, they will not do.
There is a subtle something - quite in-
definable - in Hinduism which keeps
them in it even in spite of themselves.
And this fact makes it imperative for
a man like me with a living experience
of it to resist the contemplated sepa-
ration even though the effort should
cost my life itself.

The implications of this resist-
ance are tremendous. No compromise
which does not ensure the fullest
freedom for the depressed classes in-
side the Hindu fold can be an ade-
quate substitute for the contemplated
separation. Any betrayal of trust can
merely postpone the day of immola-
tion for me and henceforth for those
who think with me. The problem be-
fore responsible Hindus is to consider
whether in the event of social, civic
or political prosecution of the de-
pressed classes they are prepared to
face satyagraha in the shape of per-
petual fast not of one reformer like
me but an increasing army of reform-
ers who | believe to exist today in

India and who will count their lives of
no cost to achieve the liberation of
these classes and there thorough Hin-
duism of an age-long superstition. Let
fellow reformers who have worked
with me also appreciate the implica-
tions of the fast. It is either a halluci-
nation of mind or an illumination - if
it is the former | must be allowed to
do my penance in peace. It will be lift-
ing of a dead weight on Hinduism if
it is illumination. May my agony pu-
rify Hinduism and even melt the
hearts of those who are at present
disposed to disturb me.

Since there appears to be a
misunderstanding as to the applica-
tion of my fast, | may repeat that it is
aimed at statutory separate elec-
torate in any shape or form, for the
depressed classes. Immediately that
threat is removed once for all my fast
will end. | hold strong views about
reservation of seats, as also about the
most proper method of dealing with
the whole question. But | consider
myself unfit as a prisoner to set forth
my proposals. | should, however,
abide by any agreement on the basis
of joint electorates that may be ar-
rived at between responsible leaders
of caste Hindus and the depressed
classes and which has been accepted
by mass meetings of all Hindus. One
thing | must make clear. A satisfac-
tory ending of the depressed classes
question, if it is to come, should in no
way be construed that | would be
committed to the acceptance of His
Majesty's Government decision on
other parts of the communal ques-
tion. | am personally opposed to
many parts of it which to my mind
make the working of any free demo-
cratic constitution well nigh impossi-
ble. Nor would a satisfactory solution
of this question in any way bind me

to accept the constitution that may
be framed. These are political ques-
tions for the National Congress to
consider and determine. They are ut-
terly outside my province in my indi-
vidual capacity. Nor may | as a
prisoner air my individual views on
these questions. My fast has a nar-
row application. The depressed
classes' question being predomi-
nantly a religious matter, | regard it as
specially my own by reason of the
life-long concentration on it. It is a sa-
cred personal trust which | may not
shirk. Fasting for light and penance is
a hoary institution. | have observed it
in Christianity and Islam. Hinduism is
replete with instances of fasting for
purification and penance. But if it is a
privilege: it is also a duty. Moreover
to the best of my light | have reduced
it to a science. As an expert, there-
fore, | would warn friends and sym-
pathisers against copying blindly or
out of false or hysterical sympathy.
Let all such qualify themselves by
hard work and selfless service of the
untouchables and they would have in-
dependent light, if their time for fast-
ing has come. Lastly in so far as |
know myself this fast is being under-
taken with the purest of motives and
without malice or anger against any
single soul. For me it is an expression
of and the last seal on, non-violence.
Those, therefore, who would use vio-
lence in this controversy against
those whom they may consider to be
inimical to me or the cause | repre-
sent will simply hasten my end. Per-
fect courtesy and consideration
towards opponents is an absolute es-
sential of success in this cause at
least if not in all causes.

(Sd.) M. K. GANDHI

[Source Courtesy: The Indian
National Congress, 1930-34]

Lost World War Il submarine is found in Southeast Asia

The USS Grenadier was scuttled in April

1943 after being attacked by Japanese

bombers. Surviving crew members were
tortured at a prison camp for more than two

years, according to accounts.

In the murky waters of the Strait of Malacca,
about 90 miles south of Phuket, Thailand, four
divers discovered a World War Il submarine
that was scuttled 77 years ago, now teeming
with marine life.

The wreckage, believed to be the
USS Grenadier, was located last October by
divers Jean Luc Rivoire, Lance Horowitz,
Benoit Laborie and Ben Reymenants, the team
announced this month. Over the subsequent
six months, the men — one of whom, Rey-
menants, assisted in the 2018 rescue of the
boys soccer team that was trapped in a cave
in northern Thailand — completed six carefully
planned dives to study and identify the sub-
marine, Horowitz, 36, sai d Friday
from Phuket.

After taking measurements of sev-
eral parts of the submarine, including the
hatches and capstans, and comparing them
with technical drawings from the National
Archives and Records Administration, the men
felt confident that they had located the
Grenadier, he said.

“It was as good as we were hoping
for, really,” Horowitz said of the team’s
$110,000 expedition. “I think a lot of people
dream of finding, or discovering, or stumbling
upon something that has some historical im-
portance to it. It was a very powerful feeling;
it was wonderful.” The Grenadier, named after
a deep-sea fish with a long body and a short,
pointed tail, is more than 300 feet long and

weighs 1,475 tons, according to the Naval
History and Heritage Command, which is re-
sponsible for the
preservation, analysis
and dissemination of
U.S. naval history.
The ship was found
sitting upright more
than 260 feet under-
water, the divers said
in a statement,
adding that it was
partly covered with
fishing nets.

The next
step for the divers is
to have their findings
verified by the naval history command. The
data associated with each discovery — videos,
photographs and measurements — is as-
sessed against archival and historical records
, according to Robert Neyland, head of the
command’s underwater archaeology branch.
The process to verify this submarine would
most likely take a few months, he added.
“Confirming the identity of any potential dis-
covery, as in the case of USS Grenadier, is a
process that is given much weight by the U.S.
Navy, as it not only affords legal protections
to the site through the Sunken Military Craft
Act, but the act can also provide closure to
the families of those sailors lost in the line of
duty,” Neyland said in an email.

Before the Grenadier met its demise,
it sank six ships, according to the Navy. On
April 20, 1943, the submarine spotted two
merchantmen and approached for an attack.
The next day, while on the surface, the

Grenadier spotted and was spotted by a
Japanese plane. As the ship submerged for
safety, it was
shaken by bombs,
the Navy re-
counted, forcing
the submarine to
plummet to 267
feet below the sur-
face. While the
hull and hatches
were badly leak-
ing, a fire had also
broken out, caus-
ing more chaos,
Lt. Cmdr. John A.
Fitzgerald and five
other men later recounted.

In the early morning hours of April
22, two Japanese ships were spotted in the
distance. Robert W. Palmer, one of the sailors
aboard the Grenadier when it was struck,
wrote in “The Silent Service in World War 11"
that the men then used several types of
firearms — including 20 mm guns, rifles, pis-
tols and Tommy guns — to fire at another
plane, which ultimately dropped a bomb
nearby. Before scuttling the submarine, the
men destroyed a coding machine with ham-
mers, Palmer said, adding that the torpedo
data computer and radio gear were all inten-
tionally damaged by the crew. Documents, he
said, were thrown overboard with weighted
bags. All 76 crew members survived the at-
tack, but they faced an uncertain future. After
the skipper ordered all men into the water,
they were picked up by a Japanese armed
merchant ship, Palmer said. They were taken

to a commandeered Catholic school in
Penang, Malaysia, where they were tortured.
“Beating, burning, breaking fingers with bam-
boo or pencils between them were perpe-
trated on the men by Japanese soldiers who
sneered and joked,” Palmer wrote.

The captives were forced to sit or
stand in silence in an attention position, he
said; “any divergence resulted in a gun butt,
kick, slug in the face or a bayonet prick.” The
Japanese captors also used tactics like push-
ing the blade of a pen knife under the finger-
nails to get the men to talk about their
submarine, he wrote.

“This was the beginning of 28 and a
half months of similar treatment for most all
of the crew and officers alike,” he said.

Four Grenadier crew members died in Japan-
ese captivity.

“lIt’s amazing how the families of
survivors have reached out to us since they’ve
found out it’s been discovered,” Horowitz said
Friday. “And it’s really brought them a lot of
closure, and almost comfort.”

What will happen to the Grenadier
isn’t exactly known. The submarine is still the
property of the U.S. government, Horowitz
said. “Whether they want to preserve it as a
heritage site or whether they want to try to
salvage it or do more penetration of the sub
to recover artifacts, that will ultimately be up
to them,” he said. “We would just like it to be
known for the historical value, the emotional
value.”

By Derrick Bryson Taylor, ¢.2020
The New York Times Company

Source Courtesy: MoneyControl
Posted: September 20, 2020
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Behind closed doors, in the board-
room of the Indian Merchants' Cham-
ber, Bombay Hindu leaders from all
over India met under the presi-
dentship of Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya on the 19th September
1932, to seek a solution of the im-
passe presented by Mahatma
Gandhi's decision to fast. The Con-
ference was a representative one, as
all schools of thought from almost all
the Provinces were represented. In
the words of one of the prominent
leaders attending the Conference, it
was a meeting "in a spirit of accom-
modation and optimism". Sir Tej Ba-
hadur Sapru had a long talk with Mr.
M.R. Jayakar and Pandit Malaviya be-
fore the Conference commenced.
Prominent among those who were
present at the Conference were Pan-
dit Malaviya, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari,
Babu Rajendra Prasad, Mr. M.C. Raja,
Dr. B.S. Moonje, Sir Chimanlal Setal-
vad, Mr. M.R. Baloo, Mr. T. Prakasam,
Dr. Ambedkar, Dr. Solanky, Mr. G.K.
Natarajan, Mr. M.S. Aney, Mr. G.K.
Devadhar, Mr. A.V. Thakkar, Sir
Govind Madgavkar, Dr. Choithram,
Mr. Gidwani, Swami Satyananda, Mr.
D.P. Khaitan, Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Mrs.
Anusuya Bai Gokhale, Mr. Walchand
Hirachand, Mr. B.J. Deorukhar, Mr.
Raja Rao, Mrs. Kamala Nehru and
Pandit Hrydyanath Kunzru. Over 100
delegates from all parts of the coun-
try, representing both Caste-Hindus
and Depressed Classes, were pres-
ent. Pandit Malaviya was voted to
the chair.

Telegrams from various indi-
viduals and associations wishing suc-
cess to the Conference were read by
Dr. Choithram.

Pt. Malaviya then explained
the purpose of the Conference, em-
phasising the gravity of the situation
and the absolute necessity of a
speedy settlement.

A general discussion followed
wherein several persons including Dr.
Ambedkar, Dr. Moonje, Mr. Ra-
jagopalachari and some Depressed
Class representatives took part. The
unanimous feeling was that Mahatma
Gandhi's life must be saved.

Dr. Ambedkar pressed that
Mahatma Gandhi's proposals must be
obtained first before he and his
friends could discuss the matter.

Mr. Rajah asked the Caste-
Hindu leaders, particularly Pt.
Malaviya, to give them an assurance
that they would strive their utmost to
remove the various disabilities im-
posed upon the Depressed Classes,
particularly those regarding public
temples, roads, wells and schools,
and suggested that a resolution to
that effect be adopted by the
Conference.

Pt. Malaviya, in endorsing the
idea whole-heartedly, said that he
himself had been actively propagating
for years the removal of such restric-
tions, and announced, amidst ap-
plause, that almost all the important
temples in Allahabad, including the
humble one in his own house, had
been thrown open to "untouchables".
It was decided to take up the resolu-
tion suggested by Mr. Rajah on the

next day after which the Conference
adjourned.
2nd Day - Bombay,

20th September 1932

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr.
Jayakar, Mr. Kelkar and four Hindu
deputationists were present at
today's meeting of the Conference.

At the outset, the Deputation-
ists were requested to state what
happened at the interview with Mr.
Gandhi and the views of Mr. Gandhi
regarding the question.

Sir Chunilal V. Mehta, on be-
half of the deputation, stated that
they had two hours' interview with
Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi was definitely
opposed to separate electorates and
did not approve of joint electorates
with reservation of seats, but how-
ever he left it to the Conference to
draw up a formula regarding settle-
ment and if the Conference was in
favour of reservation of seats, he had
no objection to accept them. In fact,
he left it to the Conference now to
draw up a pact or a formula and he
would be bound by the same.

Dr. Ambedkar observed that it
was not possible for him to arrive at
a quick decision on this important
question, without consulting his
other colleagues. He therefore sug-
gested that the Conference should
pass a resolution requesting Mr.
Gandhi to postpone his fast by
atleast ten or twelve days, in order to
enable the Conference to come to an
agreed and unanimous decision.

The deputationists however
explained that it was impossible for
Mr. Gandhi to suspend his fast and
that he was positively beginning it
from today. It would therefore be
merely a waste of time for the Con-
ference to suggest postponement of
the fast.

The feeling was at this stage
expressed that the Conference should
come to a decision, as soon as possi-
ble, as any delay involved the ques-
tion of the life and death of Mr.
Gandhi. It was then suggested that a
small committee should be appointed
to go into the whole question thor-
oughly, and draw up a scheme which
should be placed before the Confer-
ence the next day.

Dr. Ambedkar's Proposals

The following are the draft
proposals submitted by Dr. Ambedkar
to the Leader's Conference on the
20th September 1932:-

PART-I

(1) The Depressed Classes shall have
the following number of seats in the
Provincial Legislatures:

Madras: 30 out of 215. Bombay: 16
out of 200. Bengal: 50 out of 250.

Punjab: 10 out of 125. United
Provinces: 40 out of 228. Bihar and
Orissa: 20 out of 175. Central

Provinces and Berar: 20 out of 112.
Assam: 11 out of 108.

(2) The method of election to these
seats shall be by joint electorates
with reserved seats, provided that for
the first ten years in 18 single con-
stituencies in Madras, 10 in Bombay,
10 in Central Provinces, 10 in Bengal,
4 in Assam, 7 in Bihar and Orissa, 5
in the Punjab and 12 in U.P. (all in sin-

gle constituencies) there shall be held
before the general election a primary
election of voters of the Depressed
Classes for electing two persons to
constitute a panel, who, thereafter,
shall contest on behalf of the De-
pressed Classes in the joint elec-
torates.

(3) After the first ten years
the system of primary election shall
cease, and the seats continue to be
filled by direct election in the system
of joint electorates with reserved
seats.

(4) The right of the Depressed
Classes to special representation
through joint electorates and reserved
seats shall continue for a further pe-
riod of 15 years. After that the matter
will be settled on the basis of a refer-
endum of the Depressed Classes.

(5) The right of the Depressed
Classes to special representation in
both Houses of the Central Legisla-
ture shall be recognised on a popula-
tion ratio on the same terms and in
the same manner as provided in the
case of Provincial Legislature.

(6) There shall be adult suf-
frage at least for the Depressed
Classes. The franchise of the De-
pressed Classes shall be the same for
the Provincial and Central Legislature.
PART-II

1. The Depressed Classes
shall be allowed representation in all

Provincial Municipalities, Local
Boards, Village Unions, School
Boards, and Panchayats and any

other local bodies now existing or to
be constituted in future on a popula-
tion basis.

2. In all public services, cen-
tral and local, the Depressed Classes
shall be guaranteed appointments ac-
cording to the population ratio as a
minimum subject to such qualification
as may be laid down for the same.
Provision shall be made for relaxing
statutory rules that may be in exis-
tence in matters other than educa-
tional qualifications.

3. In every province out of the
educational grant a sum equal to the
population ratio of the Depressed
Classes shall be earmarked as a min-
imum for providing educational quali-
fications.

4. There shall be provision in
the Constitution for allowing the De-
pressed Classes the right to appeal to
the Governor or the Viceroy for any
neglect of their interest in matters of
education, recruitment to public serv-
ices, sanitation etc. on the same
terms in the same manner as pro-
vided for in the Constitution of
Canada.

3rd Day - Yervada Jail,

21st September 1932

As a result of conversations
held among the members of the Lead-
ers' Conference at Bombay on the
20th September in the evening, a del-
egation, consisting of Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru, Mr. M.R. Jayakar, Mr. C. Ra-
jagopalachari, Mr. Rajendra Prasad
and Mr. G.D. Birla, proceeded to
Poona for placing the new scheme
before Mahatma Gandhi for his ap-
proval. The new scheme was based
on joint electorates with adequate

safeguards for the protection of the
interests of the Depressed Classes.
The deputation had a long interview
with Mahatma Gandhi on the 21st
September in the morning, when they
explained to him the scheme. The in-
terview proved hopeful, but Mahat-
maji reserved his final opinion until he
had consulted friends including Dr.
Ambedkar and Mr. M.C. Raja.

The Conference which was to
meet at Bombay today was adjourned
till the 23rd, to enable the conversa-
tions at Yervada to be concluded.

4th Day - Yervada Jail,

22nd September 1932

The Conference in Yervada jail
began at 5.30 p.m. today and lasted
for full two hours. Mr. Ra-
jagopalachari, Sir T.B. Sapru, Mr.
Jayakar, Pandit Malaviya, Mr. Rajen-
dra Prasad, Mr. G.D. Birla, Mr.
Shankarlal Banker, Mr. Sivaraj, Dr.
Solanki and three from Dr. Ambed-
kar's group attended. The members
had a heart to heart and satisfactory
talk after which the conference ad-
journed.

Leaders' Conference at Bombay -
Emergent Meeting

An emergent meeting of the
Leader's Conference was held in the
hall of the Indian Merchants' Cham-
ber, Bombay in the evening to con-
sider whether any steps should be
taken, in view of the delay on the ne-
gotiations that were then going on in
Poona and in view of the deterioration
in Mahatma Gandhi's health, as re-
ported by Pandit Malaviya in his state-

ment to the press. Sir
Purushottamdas Thakurdass
presided.

After two hours' discussion,
the meeting resolved to depute Sir
Chunilal Mehta to proceed to Poona,
with a draft telegram proposed to be
sent to the Premier, to be despatched
to him in the form approved of by
Pandit Malaviya and other members
of the Conference, who were then in
Poona.

5th Day - Poona,

23rd September 1932

After nine hours' informal dis-
cussion today at Poona, the leaders
of the Conference dramatically broke
up and all the leaders jumped into
waiting motor-cars and dashed off to
Yervada jail. Pressmen who were
waiting outside had hardly the time to
ascertain the reason for the sudden
departure. Hurried enquiries elicited
that two reasons contributed to the
sudden termination of the talks,
namely that a report was just then re-
ceived from Yervada stating that Ma-
hatma Gandhi was not keeping up his
strength and that a feeling of nausea
was stealing over him and his voice
was weaker. It was also stated he
had difficult in keeping his eyes open
and he had to stretch himself on his
bed for a short while. The second,
and according to certain leaders, the
more important reason for the hurried
journey was that a point of dispute
had arisen between Dr. Ambedkar
and his party on one side and the
other Hindu leaders on the question

(Contd. on next page)
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(Continue from page 10)
of referendum. Dr. Ambedkar in pur-
suance of his demands wanted that
after a fixed period a referendum of
the depressed classes be taken in re-
gard to the continuation of reserva-
tion of seats, while the Hindu leaders
were understood to have claimed that
the reservation of seats should auto-
matically cease after the fixed period.
As the two parties could not agree on
the point, they thought it best to refer
the point in dispute to Mahatma
Gandhi. Ten leaders including Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru, Pandit Malaviya, Mr.
Jayakar, Mr. Rajagopalachari, Dr.
Ambedkar and Dr. Solanki had a brief
interview with Mahatma Gandhi last-
ing for nearly 20 minutes. On coming
out Dr. Sapru made the following
statement to the press: "As we could
not agree on one point we wanted to
consult Mahatma Gandhi. We placed
the point of dispute before him and
he gave his opinion on the matter. We
are going back to resume our discus-
sions and hope to see Mahatma
Gandhi tomorrow morning." They de-
clined to throw any light on the na-
ture of Mahatma Gandhi's opinion
given on the matter in dispute, but Dr.
Ambedkar was heard to remark that
it was in his favour. Returning to Pan-
dit Malaviya's residence the leaders
continued the deliberations for nearly
half an hour more and then dispersed
to meet again the next morning.

6th Day - Poona,

24th September 1932

After two hours' conference
this morning, only two minor points
were left over for settlement. The
first related to the period which must
intervene before a referendum is
taken, Dr. Ambedkar holding out for
ten years.

Mr. Rajagopalachari proposed
that it might be taken at the end of
the fifth year. A tussle ensued. There
was a difference of opinion among

the Depressed Class members
present.

Dr. Ambedkar himself was
prepared to accept Mr. Ra-

jagopalachari's proposal. So were his
colleagues who were with him from
the 22nd, but fresh arrivals on this
morning took up an uncompromising
attitude. For one moment it looked as
if negotiations would break at this
stage. The situation was saved by Mr.
Rajagopalachari suggesting that Dr.
Ambedkar, Mr. Srinivasan and two
Caste-Hindus should refer the point
to Mahatmaiji for arbitration. Mr. Birla,
Mr. Rajagopalachari, Dr. Ambedkar
and Mr. Srinivasan jumped into a car
and rushed to Yervada. Mahatmaji
made a fervent appeal to Dr. Ambed-
kar and Mr. Srinivasan to give him a
chance to remove their disabilities by
working for them. The referendum
was a good idea, but he was strongly
in favour of taking it next year. When
pressed to give his decision on the
dispute, he preferred the lesser evil.

The four deputationists returned and
Dr. Ambedkar and his friends dis-
cussed Gandhiji's award. It was two
o'clock in the afternoon by now. Mr.
Rajagopalachari suggested that there
need to be no reference at all to a ref-

erendum and the question of contin-
uing the reservations may be deter-
mined by mutual agreement between
the communities concerned in this
settlement.

Dr. Ambedkar went to his
friends who were waiting for him in
the next room and ascertained their
opinion on Mr. Rajagopalachari's sug-
gestion. A little persuasion from Dr.
Ambedkar, and his friends agreed to
it. The Conference applauded the De-
pressed Class leaders' decision and
accepted it.

Mr. Rajagopalachari left the
meeting immediately and dashed in a
car to Yervada to inform Mahatmaji of
the settlement on the referendum
question. Gandhiji was pleased with
the results of the Conference and
sent a message of congratulation.

By the time Mr. Ra-
jagopalachari returned, Mr. Jayakar,
Dr. Ambedkar and Mr. Thakkar had
sat together and settled within 15
minutes the only unfinished question
of representation in the provincial leg-
islatures.

THE HISTORIC AGREEMENT
SIGNED

At 3 p.m., leaders of Caste
Hindus and Depressed Classes signed
the historic agreement on the hexag-
onal table round which the members
had deliberated.

Pandit Malaviya as President
and leader of the Caste Hindus af-
fixed his signature first. Dr. Ambedkar
signed next. Then followed Sir Tej Ba-
hadur, Mr. R. Srinivasan, Mr. Jayakar
and other members present.

Sir Tej Bahadur then drafted a
cable, embodying the Conference's
decision and urging the Premier to
withdraw separate electorates for the
Depressed Classes. The Conference
approved of the text. Mr. Ra-
jagopalachari left with the copy of
the cable. He motored to Mr. M.C.
Raja and his friends to obtain their
signature. The cable was finally ready
at four o'clock and Pandit Govind
Kant Malaviya, on behalf of his father,
as President of the meeting and
sender of the cable, filed it.

Soon after the agreement
was signed by all the leaders present,
Pandit Malaviya, President of the
Conference, Dr. Ambedkar, Sir Tej Ba-
hadur Sapru and Sir Chunilal Mehta
directly drove to the Government
House, and handed over the docu-
ment personally and thence returned
to Yervada, where all the other lead-
ers had proceeded, meanwhile to fi-
nally inform Mahatma Gandhi that
the Agreement had been signed by
all. Mahatma Gandhi, although he
was weak and his voice was feeble,
was reported to have asked each one
of the contending parties: "Are you
satisfied with the agreement?" And
the respective parties were stated to
have signified their satisfaction.

Leaders' Cable To The Premier
The following is the text of
the cable sent to the Premier by the
Conference:-
"Pursuant to the wishes of the All
India Conference, consisting of Caste

Hindus and Depressed Classes held in
Bombay, we have come to a mutual
settlement regarding the representa-
tion of the Depressed Classes in the
legislatures and are furnishing a full
copy to the Bombay Government for
transmission to the Government of
India and yourself.

"We have seen Mahatma
Gandhi in jail during the last four
days. Today is the fifth day of his
fast. His condition is steadily getting
worse, and vitality ebbing. Doctors
advise us that the danger point may
be reached in about forty-eight hours.
We are most anxious to prevent the
disaster not merely for his sake, but
in national interest, and we would
urge upon you to withdraw your de-
cision providing separate electorates
for the Depressed Classes to enable
him to break his fast. Delay would be
dangerous to his life and affect the
public mind greatly.

"We briefly summarise the
terms of the mutual agreement. Seats
for representatives of the Depressed
Classes in the Provincial Legislatures
have been specifically fixed regarding
each province - the total number of
seats in all the provinces agreed upon
being 148 out of the general elec-
torates, in substitution of 71 given by
your decision. In the Central Legisla-
ture, eighteen percent of the seats in
the general electorates in British India
will be reserved for them. Election to
all these reserved seats shall be by
joint electorates, subject to the fol-
lowing procedure.

"All the members of the De-
pressed Classes registered in the gen-
eral electorates roll will form an
electoral college which will elect a
panel of four candidates for each re-
served seat by the method of the sin-
gle vote. The four persons getting the
highest number of such votes in the
primary election shall be the candi-
dates for election by the general elec-
torate. Reservation of seats shall
continue until determined by mutual
agreement between the communities
concerned in the settlement. The sys-
tem of the special method of primary
election shall automatically cease on
the expiry of ten years if not earlier
along with the system of reservation.
"There shall be no disabilities as re-
gards election to local bodies or ap-
pointments to the Public Services.
Endeavours are to be made to secure
their fair representation consistently
with their educational qualifications.
In every province, out of the educa-
tional grant, an adequate sum shall
be earmarked for providing educa-
tional facilities for them.

"India shall now anxiously
await your immediate action."

DEPRESSED CLASS LEADERS'
CABLE

Dr. Ambedkar and Rao Ba-
hadur Srinivasan sent the following
cable to the Prime Minister and the
Secretary of State and also to H.E.
the Viceroy:-
"We are glad to inform you that an
agreement has been reached be-
tween the Depressed Classes and the
Caste-Hindus in regard to questions

involved in the Communal Award, the
substance whereof has been already
cabled to you. This settlement has
the support of all Depressed Classes
including those from Madras. We re-
quest Mahatma Gandhi break
his fast."

Rao Bahadur M.C. Rajah also cabled
to the Premier, the Secretary of State,
Lord Sankey and Lord Irwin, informing
them that he himself and his party
accepted the agreement and urging
immediate action to enable Mr.
Gandhi to break his fast.

TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT

The following is the text of
the agreement:-
(1) There shall be seats reserved for
the Depressed Classes out of the
general electorate seats in the Provin-
cial Legislatures as follows:
Madras 30; Bombay with Sind 15;
Punjab 8; Bihar and Orissa 18; Cen-
tral Provinces 20; Assam 7; Bengal
30; United Provinces 20; Total 148
These figures are based on the total
strength of the Provincial Councils,
announced in the Prime Minister's
decision.
(2) Election to these seats shall be by
joint electorates’ subject, however, to
the following procedure:
All the members of the Depressed
Classes registered in the general elec-
toral roll in a constituency will form
an electoral college, which will elect
a panel of four candidates belonging
to the Depressed Classes for each of
such reserved seats, by the method
of the single vote; the four persons
getting the highest number of votes
in such primary election, shall be can-
didates for election by the general
electorate.
(3) Representation of the Depressed
Classes in the Central Legislature
shall likewise be on the principal of
joint electorates and reserved seats
by the method of primary election in
the manner provided for in Clause
two above, for their representation in
the Provincial Legislatures.
(4) In the Central Legislature, eighteen
per cent of the seats alloted to the
general electorate for British India in
the said Legislature shall be reserved
for the Depressed Classes.
(5) The system of primary election to
a panel of candidates for election to
the Central and Provincial Legisla-
tures, as hereinbefore mentioned,
shall come to an end after the first
ten years, unless terminated sooner
by mutual agreement under the pro-
vision of Clause six below.
(6) The system of representation of
the Depressed Classes by reserved
seats in the Provincial and Central
Legislatures as provided for in
Clauses 1 and 4 shall continue until
determined by mutual agreement be-
tween the communities concerned in
the settlement.
(7) Franchise for the Central and
Provincial Legislatures for the De-
pressed Classes shall be as indicated
in the Lothian Committee Report.
(8) There shall be no disabilities at-
taching to any one on the ground of
his being a member of the Depressed

(Contd. on next page)
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The Leaders' Conference

(Continue from page 11)
Classes in regard to any elections to
local bodies or appointment to the
Public Services. Every endeavour shall
be made to secure fair representation
of the Depressed Classes in these re-
spects, subject to such educational
qualifications as may be laid down for
appointment to the Public Services.
(9) In every province out of the edu-
cational grant, an adequate sum shall
be earmarked for providing educa-
tional facilities to the members of the
Depressed Classes.

All the leaders present in
Poona, including Pandit Malaviya, Dr.
Ambedkar, Dr. Solanki, Rao Bahadur
Srinivasan, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr.
Jayakar, Rao Bahadur M.C. Raja, Mr.
P.Ballo, Mr. Rajbhoj and Mr. Sivraj
signed the agreement.

LEADERS' FINAL CONFERENCE
The Hindu Leaders' Confer-
ence reassembled in Bombay on the
25th September in the afternoon
under the presidentship of Pandit
Malaviya and unanimously ratified the
Poona agreement. Among those pres-
ent were Dr. Ambedkar, Dr. Solanki,
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Jayakar, Mr.
C. Rajagopalachari, Shri Chunilal
Mehta, Sir Lalubhai Samaldas, Mr.
G.K. Deodhar, Pandit Kunzru, Mr. T.
Prakasam and Mr. M.C. Rajah. The
Conference further resolved to appoint
an influential committee the personnel
whereof was left to selection by the
president of the conference, to raise
Rs.25,00,000 for the purpose of car-
rying out countrywide propaganda for
the eradication of the evil of untouch-
ability in all shape and form in the
country. The following is the full text
of the resolutions:-
(1) This conference confirms the
Poona Agreement arrived at between
the leaders of Caste Hindus and the
Depressed Classes on September 24
and trusts the British Government will
withdraw its decision creating sepa-
rate electorates within the Hindu com-
munity and accept the agreement in
full. The conference urges that imme-
diate action be taken by the Govern-
ment so as to enable Mahatma Gandhi
to break his fast within the terms of
his vow and before it becomes too
late. The conference appeals to all
leaders of the communities concerned
to realise the implication of the agree-
ment and of this resolution and make
the earliest endeavour to fulfil them.
(2) This conference resolves that
henceforth no one shall be regarded
as an untouchable by reason of his
birth and that those who have been so
regarded hitherto will have the same
rights as other Hindus in regard to use
of public wells, roads, schools and
other public institutions. These rights
shall have statutory recognition at the
first opportunity and shall be one of
the earliest acts of the Swaraj parlia-
ment if it shall not have received
recognition before that time.

DR. AMBEDKAR'S SPEECH

Addressing the conference in
support of the first resolution, Dr.
Ambedkar in the first public utterance
after the Poona agreement said:-

"A few days back no man was
placed in a greater dilemma than I. |
had to make choice between two dif-
ficult alternatives. There was the life
of the greatest man in India to be
saved; there was also before me the
problem to try to safeguard the inter-
ests of my community. | am happy to
be able to say that it has become pos-
sible through the co-operation of all
to find a solution so as to save the life
of the Mahatma and at the same time

to protect the interests of the de-
pressed classes in future. | think that
in all these negotiations a large part of
the credit must go to Mahatma
Gandhi himself. | must confess | was
surprised very immensely - surprised
when | met him to find that there was
so much in common between the Ma-
hatma and myself. (Cheers) In fact
any disputes whenever they were car-
ried to him - and Sir Tej Bahadur has
told you the disputes that were carried
to him were of a crucial character - |
was surprised to see that the man
who held such divergent views from
me at the Round Table Conference
came immediately to my rescue and
not to rescue the other side. | am very
grateful to the Mahatma for having ex-
tricated me from a very difficult situa-
tion. My only regret is, why did not
the Mahatma take up this attitude at
the Round Table Conference? If he had
shown the same consideration to my
point of view, it would not have been
necessary for him to go through this
ordeal. However these are things of
the past. | am glad | am here now to
support this resolution.

Since the question has been
raised in newspapers whether this
agreement will have the support of the
whole depressed classes community,
| should like to make it clear that so
far as | am concerned and so far as
the party which stands with me is
concerned (and | am sure | am speak-
ing for other friends who are present
here, we will stand by the agreement.
Let there be no doubt about this. Our
only concern is this: whether the
Hindu community will abide by it.
(Voices of: Oh yes, we will.) We feel
the Hindu community unfortunately is
not an integral whole, but if | may say
so, a federation of small communities.
| hope and trust the Hindus on their
side will look upon this document as
sacrosanct and work it in an hon-
ourable spirit.

| am very much obliged to all
friends who took part in the negotia-
tions but | should like to make partic-
ular mention of Sir Tej Bahadur and
Mr. C. Rajagopalachari. Without Sir Tej
Bahadur probably it would have been
difficult to carry through many of the
points. | must confess as a result of
my experience of him during the last
two years at the Round Table Confer-
ence that if there is any man in India
who is above all communal prejudices
it is Sir Tej Bahadur. His sense of fair-
ness and justice always is a relief to
all minorities who are seeking some
safeguards in the new constitution. |
must also  mention Mr. Ra-
jagopalachari. He came to our rescue
when we were almost at the breaking
point and had it not been for his inge-
nuity probably the agreement would
not have come into being. | must also
thank Pandit Malaviya for the courtesy
and forbearance which he showed in
hot exchanges of words and acrimo-
nious debates that went on during all
these negotiations.

The change that has been
brought about in the Communal
Award has been brought about by the
insistence of the view that separate
electorates are injurious to national in-
terests. | must confess | remain un-
convinced by that argument though |
can quite understand that for majority
representation separate electorates
are harmful. | do not believe that joint
electorates are going to be the final
solution for the problem of absorbing
the depressed classes into the Hindu
community. An electoral arrangement
| believe cannot be the solution of the
larger social problem. It requires more
than the political arrangement that we

are making today and | hope that it
would be possible for you to go be-
yond this political arrangement and
devise ways and means whereby it
would be possible for the depressed
classes not only to be part and parcel
of the Hindu community but also to
occupy an honourable position of
equality and of status in the commu-
nity. For a long time the depressed
classes were an ignorant lot not im-
bued with a sense of self-respect. It
was possible for them to accept the
social status that was given to them
by the Hindu community but as they
get education they will begin to smart
under these social laws, and there is
a great danger of their seceding from
the Hindu society. | beg you to bear it
in mind and hope you will do the
needful in the matter."

RESOLUTIONS PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY

The resolutions were passed
unanimously while the conference au-
thorized Pandit Malaviya, as president
of the conference, to decide the per-
sonnel of the sub-committee to be ap-
pointed for raising funds as proposed
by Pandit Malaviya for doing country-
wide propaganda against untouchabil-
ity. The conference then terminated
with a hearty vote of thanks to the
president.

Premier Accepts
The Agreement - Govt. Statement

On the 26th September Mr.
Haig, the Home Member announced in
the Assembly and Sir Frank Noyce in
the Council of State, amidst loud
cheers, the acceptance by the British
Government of the Poona settlement
to the extent it affected the Commu-
nal Award while other matters would
receive due consideration at the
proper time. Mr. Haig made the follow-

ing announcement in the
Assembly:-
"His Majesty's Government have

learnt with great satisfaction that an
agreement has been reached between
the leaders of the depressed classes
and of the rest Hindu community re-
garding the representation of the de-
pressed classes in the new
legislatures and certain other matters
affecting their welfare in place of the
system of general constituencies com-
bined with special depressed class
constituencies contained in the Gov-
ernment's Communal Award of the
4th August last. The agreement pro-
vides for general constituencies within
which seats are reserved for the de-
pressed classes subject to important
conditions as to the manner in which
the reserved seats are filled. The Gov-
ernment in their award which was
given in the absence of an agreement
between the communities were solely
concerned in relation to the depressed
classes to provide adequate securities
that the interests of these classes
should be observed by the new legis-
latures. As representatives of the de-
pressed classes and other Hindus
acting together believe that the
scheme now forwarded by them to
His Majesty's Government is adequate
for the purpose, the Government in ac-
cordance with the procedure which
they laid down in para 4 of their
award, will recommend to Parliament,
in due course, the adoption of the
agreement dealing with representation
in the provincial legislatures in place
of the provisions in para 9 of the
award. (Aplause)

"It will be understood that the
total number of general seats includ-
ing those reserved for the depressed
classes under the agreement will in

each province remain the same of as
the number of general seats plus the
number of special depressed classes
seats provided for in His Majesty's
Government's decision.

"His Majesty's Government
note that the agreement deals also
with certain questions outside the
scope of their award of Aug.4.
Clauses 8 and 9 deal with general
points, the realisation of which will be
likely to depend in the main on the ac-
tual working of the constitution, but
his Majesty's Government take note
of these clauses as a definite pledge
of the intentions of the caste Hindus
towards the depressed classes. There
are two other points outside the scope
of the award.

(1) The agreement contemplates that
the franchise of the depressed classes
should be that recommended by the
Franchise Committee (Lord Lothian's
Committee). It is obvious that the
level of the franchise for the de-
pressed classes (and indeed the Hin-
dus generally) must be determined at
the same time as that for other com-
munities is being settled and the
whole subject is under consideration
by His Majesty's Government.

(2) The agreement also provides for a
particular method of electing de-
pressed class representatives for the
legislature at the centre. This again is
a subject outside the terms of this
award which is under investigation as
part of the whole scheme for elections
for the legislature at the centre and no
piecemeal conclusion can be reached.

"What has been said on these
two points should not be regarded as
implying that His Majesty's Govern-
ment are against what is proposed in
the agreement, but that these ques-
tions are still under consideration. To
prevent misunderstanding, it may be
explained that the Government regard
the figure 18 percent for the percent-
age of British India general seats at
the centre to be reserved for the de-
pressed classes as a matter for settle-
ment between them and other
Hindus.”

Mahatma Breaks Fast

A copy of the Premier's ac-
ceptance of the agreement was
handed over to Mahatma Gandhi at
about 4-15 p.m. on the 26th Septem-
ber. He read through it lying on the
cot, thought about it for some time,
then without a word handed it to
friends who read it and discussed it
among themselves, Mahatma Gandhi
taking little part. He then asked them
to explain the meaning of the state-
ment and they all unanimously opined
that it was thoroughly satisfactory
and there was no reason for continu-
ing the fast. Mahatma Gandhi listened
to them and asked that everything
might be got ready for breaking
his fast.

Poet Tagore sang a song from
his Gitanjali in a low thrilling voice that
spread a deep sense of peace. One of
the 'C' class prisoners, who was pres-
ent also sang. The whole gathering
then joined singing Mahatma Gandhi's
favourite song descriptive of a true
Vaishnav. Fruits were then distributed
to children. Mrs. Kamala Nehru
crushed two sweet lime fruits into a
glass which Mrs. Gandhi handed to
the Mahatma. With a slightly un-
steady hand Mahatma Gandhi slowly
sipped it sitting on the cot supported
by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Mr.
Mahadeo Desai. The fast which was
entered on with only two intimate as-
sociates was broken at what
amounted to a family reunion sur-
rounded by nearly 100 near relatives
and friends.
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INDIA

The traditional history of India
tells of ancient struggles between
light and dark races for dominance
many years before the Christian Era.
Physical distinctions of color are not,
however, prominent today in the
caste divisions of that land. Caste
groups are ethnic in character and
have to do with differences in reli-
gious status and ritual, and with oc-
cupational prescriptions. There are in
India two major divisions of the pop-
ulation, the Muhammadans and the
Hindus. The former constitute a vig-
orous minority of 92 millions who
count themselves as outside the sys-
tem of caste which regulates the lives
of the 255 million Hindus proper.

In 1931 there were within the
Hindu community 15 million Brah-
mans, 171 million respectable caste
members, and 50 million members of
exterior or untouchable castes. In ad-
dition to these groups there were over
8 million primitive tribesmen living in
rough hill and forest country entirely
outside of Hinduism or Muham-
madanism. The 186 million Brahmans
and respectable caste members were
living under the caste system proper.
Under this system, a hierarchy of
hereditary and ritualistic occupations
is imposed on all men with the Brah-
mans at the top monopolizing the de-
sirable ecclesiastical and vocational
pursuits, and the Sudras or serf
castes at the bottom performing the
less desirable functions. Since all
Hindu life was regulated by caste law
and custom prior to the advent of Eu-
ropeans in the 17th century, a person
excluded from caste experience com-
plete loss of property rights and so-
cial standing.

The Caste Disabilities Re-
moval Act XXI was passed in 1850
by the British East India authorities to
remove the property disabilities im-
posed on outcasted persons in British
India. This act provided that expul-
sion from caste or the equivalent, the
Hindu religion, would not make a per-
son unable to bequeath or inherit
property. This law could not under-
take to restore a person to the privi-
leges of caste already lost, but it did
set in a practical way to remove the
most effective of the disabilities im-
posed by the Brahmanical Hindu law
on an outcaste. At that time this was
helpful from the European point of
view, since a person could be out-
casted for many seemingly trivial of-
fenses or even for travelling abroad.
The untouchables constituted an-
other phase of the same problem.
These were persons below the limits
of respectability in Hindu Society
who, in spite of the fact that they
were placed beyond the pale of de-
cency, still seemed to regard them-
selves as Hindus of a sort. The
Untouchables pursued certain reli-
giously unclean occupations, such as
leather work and shoemaking, field
labor, laundering, watching the crops,
manufacturing alcohol, weaving and
textile manufacturing, pottery mak-
ing, fishing, street and latrine clean-
ing, garbage removing, and
butchering. Also classified in this
group were the many Gypsy and
criminal tribes who engaged in activ-
ities such as those of minstrels, snake
charmers, fortune tellers, dancers,
pickpockets, thugs, and the like. Un-
touchables were regarded as differing

in the degree of contamination which
they could inflict by their touch upon
upper castes, and were themselves
divided into castes of varying status.
The social disabilities imposed upon
the Untouchables were and still are
very extensive. They were forbidden
entry to most temples, were required
to live in segregated villages outside
of regular settlements, and had to
have their own wells or water taps
and other necessary facilities. Barred
from schools and public buildings,
they were forbidden also to use main
public highways or public con-
veyances, and were prohibited from
using common wells, bazaars, or mar-
kets. They were barred from all polit-
ical rights, and were limited to certain
simple types of dress without orna-
ments, such as the merest loincloth
or similar covering. They could not
agitate for higher wages nor change
their lot by any self-initiated action.
In some extreme cases, Untouchable
castes were required to carry a spit-
toon or bamboo tube about the neck
so as not to desecrate the ground
with their spittle, to drag thorns with
them and eradicate their footprints, or
were forbidden to appear in the day
time at all lest they pollute the higher
castes by being seen. In some parts
of Southern India the very air was
deemed polluted by these unfortu-
nates at distances of over sixty feet.
The segregated localities in which the
Untouchables lived were often ex-
tremely unhealthy, and the miserable
hovels beside the rice fields were little
more than animal dons. In the cities
they were barred from all homes,
beauty parlors, dining rooms of hotels
or restaurants, coffee shops, bathing
beaches, and parks. Brahmans and
Barbers would not generally serve
them and the ministrations of the
Hindu religion were denied them. In
sum, their condition was one of ex-
treme illiteracy and poverty.

Beginning with the abolition
of slavery in British India in 1843 by
Act of the East India Company (slav-
ery was common only in Malabar,
Assam and certain native states), the
restrictions on the Untouchables have
been gradually relaxed by action of
the various local, state and provincial
governments in India. In addition, the
Central Government has taken a
prominent part in this movement. Al-
though as many as 440 distinct
castes were included among the Un-
touchables, there has been a remark-
able unit of effort on the part of the
various and somewhat discordant
groups to ameliorate their common
restrictions. The governments of the
states, provinces etc., have tried to
abolish the restrictions on the Un-
touchables by both education and ad-
ministrative or legislative decree. The
great stress which has been laid on
education is explained as due to the
greater need to change traditions and
habits of thought more than merely to
alter the laws. Since the First World
War in particular, the native states of
Kashmir, Travancore, Cochin and
Mysore have made great strides along
these lines.

In Kashmir in North India the
Government specifically decreed the
right of the depressed classes to the
use of public wells, schools and state
temples. Special scholarships were
sanctioned for students from the de-
pressed classes and their admission

to public service and the schools was
declared unrestricted.

In South India the Govern-
ment of Travancore has assigned
them land for their own use, estab-
lished schools, and provided repre-
sentation for them in the public
services and in political bodies. As far
back as 1815 special taxes imposed
on the Untouchables were abolished
by a government proclamation. Later
proclamations removed restrictions
on clothing and ornaments which
they might wear, and threw open the
public bazaars and markets to them.
In 1895 the Travancore Educational
Code provided that funds be granted
by the Government for establishing
schools for backward classes by
grants-in-aid to local communities,
and within a four-year period 150
schools were opened for them with
special scholarships made available.
Free primary education was later
granted to all regardless of caste or
outcaste position. In 1926 land as-
signments to Untouchables began
and grants were also instituted to as-
sist cooperatives within this group. In
1921 representation of depressed
classes in the Council and Popular
Assembly of Travancore was also es-
tablished.

In Cochin, where Untouch-
ables polluted the atmosphere at dis-
tances of 48 to 300 feet, segregation
in unhealthy, poverty-stricken, miser-
able hovels at a distance from the vil-
lages proper had reached its height in
the 19th century. Since the dawn of
the 20th century, free access to pub-
lic roads, hospitals and bazaars have
been granted to this group, and spe-
cial facilities have been developed for
them in the way of tanks and wells.
An officer called the Protector of De-
pressed Classes was appointed to su-
pervise agricultural colonies
established for the depressed groups.
He administers a program of supply-
ing these people with agricultural ma-
terials such as seeds, implements,
and other necessaries.

In Mysore State, also in
Southern India, provision for the use
of common wells and free school
entry was made for the Untouchables
in the 1920s, and at the same time
provision was made for their repre-
sentation in the State Assembly. In
the public services special facilities
have been offered for their appoint-
ment and other things being equal,
even preferred appointment was
given members of this group. As in
Cochin and Travancore cooperatives
have been encouraged by the finan-
cial assistance of the Government.

The Provincial Governments
of British India have also been active
in the amelioration of the lot of the
depressed classes. In Madras, the
Commissioner of Labor was entrusted
with the task of encouraging the ed-
ucation of dependent classes and of
looking after their economic interests.
Grants-in-aid are withheld from any
privately managed school which does
not admit exterior castes. Schools are
located in areas accessible to un-
touchables, and provision is made for
special schools, scholarships, hostels
and teacher training facilities for
them. Fees are often remitted for
scholars of this class. Economic
measures have been undertaken,
such as the provision of land for
house sites to relieve congestion and

for aid to cooperative societies which
have been sponsored by the Provin-
cial Government. New wells were
constructed and old ones repaired,
while burial grounds and sanitary fa-
cilities were provided. The Govern-
ment also reserves and freely assigns
lands for cultivation to members of
depressed classes with payment pro-
vided for on easy installments. Agri-
cultural loans, flood relief, and rural
credit have also been stimulated by
Government action. Collective bar-
gaining was encouraged among Un-
touchable laborers. Reduction of the
restrictions on the free use of public
ferries and water taps was also un-
dertaken by a campaign of education.
In Bombay, a committee was ap-
pointed by the Governor to inquire
into the condition of the depressed
groups in 1928. An officer was sub-
sequently appointed in 1931 to
watch over the resultant program for
the amelioration of conditions and to
uphold the rights of the backward
classes generally. Recruitment of
members of the police force from the
backward class was recommended
and undertaken. Polite treatment of
backward groups by officials of the
Government is provided in the Gov-
ernment Servants Conduct Rules.

The Central Government of
British India took special pains at the
Census of 1931 to collect statistical
information on the condition of the
backward and depressed classes and
on the problems involved in their
present and prospective welfare. Data
were collected on the castes which
were considered depressed in each
province in order to provide for their
special representation in legislative
assemblies and to identify them for
prospective social programs of social
betterment.

As a result of the data
gleaned from the 1931 Census, the
new Indian Constitution drawn up in
the Government of India Act of 1935
recognized a category of "scheduled
castes" or castes for whom seats
were reserved in future legislative as-
semblies in each province. This plan
was based on the Communal Award
of 1932 which divided the Indian
electorate into the main recognized
communities and interests such as
Hindus, Muhammadans, Untouch-
ables, etc., as subsequently modified
by the Poona Pact or agreement be-
tween the British Government and
the Hindus themselves. The provi-
sions of the agreement allowed for a
number of seats to be reserved for
the depressed classes. All of the reg-
istered members of the depressed
castes elect a panel of four candi-
dates belonging to their own body for
each of the reserved seats, and the
four persons who receive the highest
number of votes in this primary elec-
tion are the only candidates for the
reserved or scheduled seats. The can-
didate who is finally elected to the re-
served seat is elected by the general
electorate i.e., by the caste Hindus
and the depressed classes together,
though their choice is confined to
these four candidates. Thus the unity
of Hindu Society is preserved while
special recognition is granted to the
depressed groups.

Source Courtesy: Racial Discrimina-
tions and Governmental Policy

in Foreign Countries

(Washington, 1945)



ORI  ovvansssinscn—vorrz || @D s ls wowseshioincon — CEETERTD
COMMONS SITTING, 8TH MAY 1935

FIFTH SCHEDULE

VISCOUNT WOLMER: am much
obliged to my hon. Frlend the Under-
Secretary for falling in with our view
that this was the proper time to dis-
cuss the Poona Pact. | think that is so
because this Amendment, although
comparatively unimportant in itself,
is, | understand, necessary in order to
provide machinery which would not
be required if it had not been for the
Poona Pact. Therefore, this is the first
occasion on which the Bill really deals
with the Poona Pact. That is a matter
on which | and those with whom | am
associated in this subject 1088feel
very strongly. We feel it necessary to
protest with the utmost vigour that
we can command against the course
the Government have followed in re-
gard to this matter. This is a matter
of history, and in order to make our
position clear we must go back to the
time when at the Round Table Con-
ference it was found absolutely im-
possible to arrive at any agreement
among Indians themselves on the
communal question. As the Commit-
tee know, the Prime Minister did
everything in his power to induce the
people who had been summoned to
the Round Table Conference as the
accredited representatives of the In-
dians themselves to come to some
agreement in regard to the communal
question.

SIR H. CROFT: May | interrupt my
Noble Friend to ask whether it is not
a fact that the Prime Minister com-
municated to this House that unless
a communal settlement was arrived
at, we should not go forward with the
reforms?

VISCOUNT WOLMER: My hon.
Friend is perfectly right. To carry his-
tory a little further back, the Prime
Minister had absolutely pledged him-
self that he would not go forward
with the question at all unless there
was agreement on the subject, and of
course in taking up that attitude he
was absolutely right. | was just going
to say that the failure of the Indians
to come to any agreement on this
question is really complete proof of
their incapacity for self-government.
If a body of men cannot come to a
compromise on elementary necessi-
ties of this sort, how can they possi-
bly be expected to compromise and
to work amicably together on the
thousand and one more intricate,
more debatable, more disputable
questions which necessarily arise in
the course of representative govern-
ment? Therefore, the Prime Minister
was perfectly right when he made it
a condition that the Indians should ar-
rive at some agreement together. But,
as the Committee know, they failed
to arrive at an agreement and then
the Prime Minister—not for the first
time, or, | think, for the last time—
went back on his word, went back on
his intention, climbed down from the
position which he boldly occupied,
and went back on the whole of the
very sound constitutional doctrine
which he had previously preached.
When the negotiations finally broke
down, he then said that he would im-

pose a communal award on India, and
that he proceeded to do. He pub-
lished the communal award, which,
like, I think, everything else emanat-
ing from this country, was met by a
howl of execration from all parts of
India. But the Prime Minister added
when he imposed the communal
award that if general agreement could
be found to any amendment of it, he
would accept that amendment. The
award, of course, was not the per-
sonal award of the Prime Minister. It
was the award, | have no doubt, of
the India Office, and it was worked
out, with the utmost care and repre-
sented, in the opinion of the great ex-
perts of that Department who have
dealt with India all their lives, the
fairest system on which a settlement
could be arrived at. But the award, as
the Committee know, accepted the
system of communal representation,
and it provided among other things
for separate representation of the
outcasts, the untouchables. Then the
Government, not for the first time or
for the last time, came up against Mr.
Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi, who has far
more political acumen than the major-
ity of his fellow-countrymen, has long
been aware of the fact that the whole
position of the outcasts in India has
been perhaps the greatest bar to the
advancement of the movement that
he represents in the eyes of the
civilised world. | should like to pay
this tribute to Mr. Gandhi, that | be-
lieve no Hindu has done more to try
to mitigate in certain respects the dis-
abilities under which the
outcasts labour.

Now it is necessary that eve
should cast one glance at the position
of the outcasts. Their position is a
scandal to any nation, a scandal to
any community, a scandal to the
British Empire. It has not been within
the power of the British Raj to lift the
inhuman disabilities from which they
suffer from off their shoulders. It is in-
herent in Hinduism. When we are en-
gaged in forcing representative
government and the system of Parlia-
mentary voting on the Indian people,
the position of these untouchables at
once clamours for special considera-
tion. A man whose children are not
allowed inside the village school for
fear their presence should contami-
nate other children, but who have to
learn their lessons sitting outside and
listening through the windows, a man
who must not approach within so
many 1090yards of one of his fellow-
countrymen, a man who must not
touch one of his fellow-countrymen's
food, a man who is treated worse
than an animal, simply cannot be
treated as capable of being able to
exercise fully those paper privileges
which you are offering him.

Therefore, the Government,
quite rightly in my opinion in their
communal award, provided that the
untouchables should elect their own
representatives. But Mr. Gandhi saw
that the existence of this feature in
the Indian constitution would show
the world outside the incompatability

of Hinduism with democracy, and he
set himself to break down this provi-
sion which that Government wisely
made, and to get embodied in the
Constitution the figment—it is a fig-
ment—that all Hindus are members of
the same community, the figment
that all Hindus can be treated as
one unit.

That is one of his principal
tenets. In order to bring the untouch-
ables and the class Hindus together
he announced that he would, unless
they made an agreement which
would nullify this particular provision
of the Government's award, fast to
death. That is a threat which had a
great deal more effect in India than it
would have in some other places. In
India it had a miraculous effect. No
member of the Committee who is
aware of the facts would deny that
the Poona Pact was arrived at under
coercion. It was not a free pact. If the
Pact had been innocuous in itself we
might have washed our hands of the
matter, even though the decision had
been arrived at by coercion. But it is
because of these two facts, first that
the decision was arrived at under co-
ercion, and, secondly, because the
decision itself is unjust, that | think
we ought to interfere.

The decision is unjust be-
cause it deprives the untouchables of
that special representation which the
Government's award provided for
them. | urge in support of that the fol-
lowing considerations: In the first
place the Prime Minister, acting on
the advice of the India Office, delib-
erately thought it necessary that the
untouchables should have separate
representation, and, secondly, the
Joint Select Committee itself has put
on record, if hon. Members will turn
to paragraph 120 of their report, that
in their opinion the Prime Minister's
award 1091would be to give better
representation to the untouchables
and would be more equitable to them.
SIR H. CROFT: Is it not a fact that the
Prime Minister actually described it as
the birthright of the untouchables?
VISCOUNT WOLMER: My hon. and
gallant Friend is again perfectly right.
I am not quite such a close student
of the Prime Minister as my hon. and
gallant Friend. | do not know whether
it was their birthright or not, but it ap-
pears to me to be a matter of the
greatest importance to them. How
can a man who finds himself in their
social position expect to be able to
get fair representation unless he has
special representation? The arrange-
ment of the Poona Pact was a very
elaborate one. It was that the un-
touchables should themselves elect
four candidates and that those candi-
dates should be elected by the gen-
eral Hindu community. It was a
feature of the Poona Pact that the
total representation of the untouch-
ables in this matter was increased. It
had this fundamental difference from
the Prime Minister's award, that the
untouchables would only be able to
get into the Legislatures by this
method representatives who were ac-
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ceptable to the caste Hindus. That is
the whole point.

Here you are dealing with a
body of men, 40,000,000 of them or
more, who for centuries have been
treated worse than animals, who
have been denied the elementary
rights of humanity, whose religion
teaches them that they are worse
than dirt, who have not been able to
look a caste Hindu in the face man to
man within the memory of their race,
and you are asking these unfortunate
people to select candidates and sub-
mit them to the approval of their op-
pressors. | see the Leader of the
Opposition sitting there. | ask him:
How would he approve a system of
election under which the Labour party
would in the first place select their
Parliamentary candidates, who would
not be returned to this House until
they had been approved by the Carl-
ton Club? That is the Poona Pact.
Would he regard them as real repre-
sentatives of the Labour movement?
MR. LANSBURY: Certainly not. | have
got such a bad opinion of the
Carlton Club.
VISCOUNT WOLMER: Has he a fair
opinion of the caste Hindus?
MR. LANSBURY: | have no opinion on
caste at all.
VISCOUNT WOLMER: And yet the
right hon. Gentleman is going to sup-
port this caste arrangement, because
a caste arrangement it is. If | am
doing him an injustice | withdraw, but
| venture to prophesy that on this oc-
casion as on so many others he is
going into the Government Lobby.
MR. LANSBURY: You do not know.
VISCOUNT WOLMER: It is a wrong
and a wicked thing that we are lend-
ing ourselves to this arrangement
under which these untouchables are
to be deprived of the special repre-
sentation which the Prime Minister
thought was necessary for them, and
the Joint Select Committee itself
says gives them better representation
than the Bill itself, and we are going
to put into the Bill this sham represen-
tation, which will not send to the Leg-
islatures the stalwart champions of
the untouchables, who above all peo-
ple are needed in the new movement
of India. If this democratic system is
going to work without undue injustice
it is above all things necessary that
you should have fearless leaders of
the untouchables. It is most difficult
to find leaders in a race of men who
have been treated for centuries in this
way and who have been browbeaten
from generation to generation. The
natural leaders are very few. This sys-
tem is going to be so worked as to
exclude these very men. It will tend
to send to the Legislatures mug-
wumps, compromisers, people who
are prepared to sell the birthright of
the unfortunate outcasts whom they
represent. For that reason we feel
that it is necessary to raise this issue.
| think that the Government have
done wrong in accepting the
Poona Pact.

XXX
(Contd. on next page)
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SIR R. CRADDOCK: My Noble Friend the
Member for Aldershot (Viscount Wolmer)
has given an account of some of the cir-
cumstances surrounding and leading up
to the Poona Pact. | think that | can give
the Committee some supplementary in-
formation, as to how the Poona Agree-
ment, as it was called, came to be made.
| have information, which reached me
from time to time from the part of the
country where the subject was first
mooted by people whom | have known
for many years. The point was this: At
the Second Round Table Conference,
when Mr. Gandhi and the Mohammedans
could not come to any agreement, the
minorities met and arrived at what was
called the Minorities Pact. The parties to
the Minorities Pact were the Mo-
hammedans, the Europeans, the Anglo-
Indians, the representatives of the
depressed classes and the Indian Chris-
tians. All of these made a pact, and they
were particularly desirous that they
should all have their special communal
electorates, that those communal elec-
torates should last for 10 years, and that
they should not be modified except by
the agreement of a large majority of their
members after the 10 years. Dr. Ambed-
kar, who is the most educated represen-
tative of the scheduled classes, insisted
on a special minute being attached to the
report in the Minorities Pact, that in the
case of the scheduled castes the agree-
ment to have separate electorates should
not be modified for 20 years, and that at
the end of that time they should only be
altered or given up if by that time adult
suffrage had been extended to India. He
is the leader of one of the principal
castes among the scheduled castes—a
caste numbering about 6,000,000 with

which | am specially well acquainted.

| would direct the special atten-
tion of the Committee to the fact that
this Minorities Pact caused much alarm
to the Hindus, for the reason that they
thought that the depressed classes, with
their separate seats, would come under
the thumb of the Mohammedans, as the
Mohammedans were a party to the Mi-
norities Pact. Consequently, in anticipa-
tion of the Prime Minister's award, they
set about a movement among the Ma-
hars of the Nagpur district, headed by a
member of the Hindu Mahasabha and a
representative of the depressed classes,
who was not a local man but a Madras
representative; and together they under-
mined the opinion of some of the sup-
porters of Dr. Ambedkar, persuading
them that they would look after their in-
terests. They said to them, "You are Hin-
dus, and all Hindus must stand together.
If you give up your communal electorate,
we shall get you more seats," and so on.
Having undermined the loyalty of this
particular section, who are an important
section, they got together the Hindus of
their own body and brought about the
Gandhi Fast unto Death. This is what
Gandhi himself said in his paper called
the "Harijan." That is a name which
Gandhi has invented for the scheduled
castes, and they do not like the name at
all, because, although Gandhi may say
that it has a high spiritual meaning the
actual literal meaning of the words is
"God's creatures." They do not like the
name themselves; | ascertained that from
their own representatives. This is what
Gandhi said in his own paper, the "Hari-
jan": | do admit that the Fast of Septem-
ber last did unfortunately coerce some
people into an action which they would
not have endorsed without my Fast.

admit also that my Fast coerced the Gov-
ernment into releasing me. | admit, too,
that such coercion can and does some-
times lead to insincere conduct. Gandhi's
threat to fast unto death unless these
people agreed was an offence under the
Indian Penal Code, and it is numbered
among the offences relating to intimida-
tion and obtaining anything by undue
pressure. It had to be made an offence
under the Penal Code because it is a
method of intimidating and extorting by
appealing to the religious beliefs and su-
perstitions of the people whom you try
to coerce. This well-known practice is
called "sitting down." It literally means
that you sit on a man's doorstep, and if
he will not give you what you ask you sit
there till you die; and your death is on his
head and he suffers both in this life and
the next.

It was quite impossible for the
representatives of the depressed classes
to refuse to agree to the new scheme
when Gandhi said that he would com-
plete his fast unto death unless they
agreed. Dr. Ambedkar and the other rep-
resentatives of the depressed classes, |
am informed, were brought down at the
expense of a Bombay millionaire; and so,
in these circumstances, with the atmos-
phere of threat over them, the Poona Pact
was effected —with Gandhi threatening
that if they did not agree he would fast
unto death. In these circumstances the
Poona Pact came to be hurriedly ac-
cepted, hurriedly signed, and hurriedly
endorsed by His Majesty's Government.
The Government had to decide whether
this was an agreement which should be
accepted as an agreement to modify the
Prime Minister's award, and they had to
do so within, say, 48 hours—and they did
so in this great hurry. There was no op-
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portunity for the Provinces to express any
opinion at all.

It was in this great hurry and
under the threat of this fast, which is an
offence under the criminal law in India
that the arrangement was come to. The
offence is to induce people to agree to
something by playing on their religious
and superstitious fears. It is called "sit-
ting dharna," or forcing a man to agree
by threats of fasting unto death. | should
like the Committee to know that an
Amendment for the cancellation of that
Pact was moved in the Joint Select Com-
mittee by Lord Zetland, who has been
Governor of Bengal, supported, among
others, by Lord Lytton, the Marquess of
Salisbury, Lord Rankeillour, Lord Hardinge
and Lord Derby. This Amendment moved
by Lord Zetland was lost by 14 to 9—that
is to say, the Conservative Members on
the Committee were equally divided, nine
to nine, and Lord Zetland's Amendment
was lost by the vote of the Liberal and
Labour Members of the Committee. It
does just show that whatever they may
say about us—and they are pleased to
speak with contempt of us as diehards—
[HON. MEMBERS: "No, no!"] [An HON.
MEMBER: "It is a compliment."] Very
well, | accept that. It does show that it
is not confined to Members of the ordi-
nary Conservative minority. Those are the
circumstances under which these people
were really deprived of their seats, be-
cause undoubtedly the whole object was
to meet the fear that the untouchables
would come into alliance with the Mo-
hammedans and be lost to the Hindu
cause. | wanted to put the information
before the Committee in its absolute
accuracy.

COMMONS SITTING, 10TH MAY 1935

FIRST SCHEDULE

BRIGADIER-GENERAL HENRY
CROFT: | had just commenced on
Wednesday night, the last occasion on
which the Committee met, to call atten-
tion to the Poona. Pact and to the story
of its birth, and | think the Committee
will agree that this is a question to which
it is necessary for us to give very grave
attention, because it is on this subject
that | think there was a bigger change-
over of votes on the Joint Select Com-
mittee than on any other Occasion.
Everybody will therefore appreciate that
our decision on this subject is one of very
far-reaching importance. | think the Com-
mittee will all agree that the Constitution
is being built upon the volcanic soil of
communal strife in India. That is gener-
ally admitted to be the one great problem
which makes this Constitution-building
so different from anything which has
ever been considered in any similar pro-
posals in the history of the world. | think
we all further agree that it is absolutely
vital that when this scheme emerges we
must be as fair as we can to minorities.
We were led to understand that the Con-
stitutional reforms as a whole would only
be possible if there could be an agreed
settlement upon this communal question,
but the settlement was found to be im-
possible. The Prime Minister, representing
His Majesty's Government, then decided
to impose a settlement upon India, and |
presume that | do not exaggerate if | say

that the Government probably gave more
attention to this Communal Award than
to any other part of the Bill. It is, indeed,
an essential fact, without which the
Measure itself, if it is ever passed into
law, cannot possibly work. It was ex-
plained in the Debate when last we met
that many of us felt that the democratic
form of government which we are hoping
to see evolved out of these proposals is
really incompatible with a communal di-
vision of electors and legislators, and that
is why we feel that the scheme almost
inevitably will break down and have to be
replaced some day by some other.
Neither has the Communal
Award given any sort of satisfaction to
anyone in India, with the exception per-
haps of certain large bodies of Moslems.
In fact, at the present moment there is a
big movement in India, as Members of
the Committee will be aware, called the
All-India Anti-Communal Award Confer-
ence, which was held on 23rd February,
and there they declared against the
whole award by an overwhelming major-
ity. That does not alter the fact that the
Government with immense care went
into this whole question, and | should like
to say at once that if you have to have
this form of communal representation, |
consider that the Government's original
decision was probably the fairest which
could be arrived at.
Mr. Gandhi,

who is as well

equipped as a politician as he is as a
saint, saw certain results in the Commu-
nal Award which he feared very much in-
deed. First, it, seemed to him that the
depressed classes, who were, | think we
may say, pleased with the Communal
Award at the beginning, might ally them-
selves politically with Moslems and with
the other minorities, and that was stated
in some public documents which we
have had before us; secondly, the estab-
lishment of the separate electorates
might detach these unfortunate people
from their Hindu co-religionists, which
would release them from the domination
of Hindu political power; and thirdly —and
this is the point on which Mr. Gandhi laid
the greatest stress—it would emphasise
in the eyes of the world the fearful de-
basement of the untouchables by their
fellow-countrymen and co-religionists in
India at the present time by always allow-
ing the world to see that the depressed
classes had their special political repre-
sentatives; and, fourthly, he undoubtedly
wanted the representatives of the de-
pressed classes to vote and to work with
Congress rather than against that body.
He, therefore, with very great ingenuity,
devised with some of the Hindu leaders
the Poona Pact.

| hope the Committee will realise
that ostensibly the idea was that the
Poona Pact gave the depressed classes
very much greater representation. Actu-
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ally, as | think | can show in a moment,
the effect must be to bring their repre-
sentatives under the permanent bondage
of Congress leadership. Under the Com-
munal Award, the Committee will remem-
ber, the depressed classes were allotted
71 seats in the various provincial coun-
cils. They were to be actual representa-
tives of depressed classes, elected purely
by electors drawn from those classes,
but under Mr. Gandhi's Poona Pact some
gentlemen styling themselves represen-
tatives of 128,000,000 orthodox Hindus,
and Dr. Ambedkar, claiming to represent
48,000,000 of the depressed classes in
India, agreed to an increase from 71 to
148 seats for the depressed classes,
largely apparently to be at the expense of
Hindu seats. That looked a very fine and
encouraging gesture on the part of the
Hindu leaders, but what is the real
effect?

As we see in the Bill, there is to
be a primary election of depressed class
electors, who will elect a panel of four
members. The four so elected will then
stand, and the electorate will be in-
creased to include all caste Hindus in that
constituency, who, in almost every case,
will be in a very large majority. Congress
knows very well that out of this panel of
four in any constituency they are practi-
cally certain to get one of the four hold-
ing their views and pledged to support

(Contd. on page 16)
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their programme. When, therefore, the gen-
eral electorate elect one to be on the panel
of four, the general electorate, which will be
almost inevitably Congress-controlled, will,
of course, elect the Congress candidates. |
think that that must be obvious to anyone
who has made any study of the political ma-
chinery in India, The Congress thus hopes to
secure almost the whole of the 148 so-
called depressed class representatives in-
stead of the very few, and possibly none, of
the 71 under the Communal Award. That
briefly, | think, is a description of the effect
of the Poona Pact. How was it secured? The
Joint Select Commithee, as the Under-Sec-
retary told us on Wednesday, said: Under the
pressure of Mr. Gandhi's fast these propos-
als were precipitately modified. | want to
apologise to the Under-Secretary for quoting
him on the last occasion as using the word
"threat". | misquoted him. The word | should
have used was "pressure". | agree that
"pressure” is a different word from "threat".
Mr. Gandhi declared that unless this pro-
posal were accepted he would fast unto
death. He gave no time for his threat to be
carried out, for it immediately forced every-
body to come into line. Dr. Ambedkar, who
is declared to be the head of 6,000,000 un-
touchables, surrendered the cause of the de-
pressed classes on account of 48,000,000.
| think that is the number of the whole of
the depressed classes which we are consid-
ering, but it is difficult to get the exact fig-
ure. Who was he, the leader of the
down-trodden in India, to risk the life of a
saint? Of course he had to give way. His po-
sition would have been impossible if the
saintly Mahatma had passed from this un-
happy world. The Congress Hindu Leaders
under Pandit Malaviya agreed, as well they
might, to the same proposal, and His
Majesty's Government, also under the pres-
sure of Mr. Gandhi's fast, precipitately de-
cided to modify the proposals. They fell like
rabbits into the snare.

Thus once again we find that we
have —as | believe, quite unconsciously and
not realising the reactions—surrendered to
those in India who are utterly opposed to
any form of partnership between Britain and
India, who are completely opposed to the
Bill, and who have, in fact, in the newly-
elected Legislative Assembly declared em-
phatically that they do not want the Bill at
all. The Under-Secretary, in answering my
Noble Friend the Member for Aldershot (Vis-
count Wolmer), might have persuaded the
Committee, so honeyed were his words, that
Dr. Ambedkar is glowing with satisfaction at
the whole concern. As a matter of fact, the
Under-Secretary said: "The Committee will

be right to be guided by the leaders of the
Untouchables and to accept their view in
preference to any other view." | wonder
whether he means that, and if he really ac-
cepts the view of the worthy doctor. May |
remind him that, according to the "Times",
a very friendly witness, on 17th January this
year, Dr. Ambedkar, who was giving lip serv-
ice to the Poona Award, said: "The interests
of the depressed classes have been fla-
grantly neglected. Therefore it will not be
possible for them to give their support to the
present scheme.” Do not let us lay unction
to ourselves that this surrender to Congress
is, in fact, going to give any joy or felicity to
the depressed classes. Like everyone in
India, | am sorry that the doctor has now
turned against the doctor's mandate with re-
gard to India. | express my sympathy with
His Majesty's Government, because | think
the depressed classes were the last straw to
which they were clinging, and they were the
only so-called organised section of the In-
dian people who had not repudiated the
Government's Measure.

| think | have said enough to con-
vince the Committee that it would be wiser
to revert from the Poona Pact, which | be-
lieve no one in this country really wanted or
had ever heard of until Mr. Gandhi's ingen-
ious manceuvre, back again to the Commu-
nal Award, which was the result of so much
care on the part of His Majesty Government,
and which, | think | am right in saying, the
Joint Select Committee itself thought was
preferable to the Poona Pact. The Prime Min-
ister stated —and let me be fair about this; |
am not using the exact words—after the
Communal Award was decided, "Of course,
if there is agreement in India, we will be
ready to accept such an agreement between
parties". It may, therefore, be in the minds
of certain Members that we are forced to ac-
cept the Poona Pact. That is not so. The
Joint Select Committee itself divided on the
principle of the Poona Pact, as far as it re-
ferred to one province, on Lord Zetland's
amendment. | would particularly ask the
Committee to realise that Lord Zetland was
supported on that occasion, not only by Lord
Salisbury and those who voted with him,
but by Lord Hardinge, an ex-Viceroy, Lord
Lytton another ex-Governor-General, and
Lord Derby. In fact, he would have carried his
proposal but for the Liberal and Socialist
votes, which were on the other side. | am
not using that for party dialectics, but just
to show what an immense swing over there
was on that subject.

Therefore, if it was legitimate for
the Joint Select Committee to discuss this
question, to hear witnesses on this subject,
and actually to go to a division on the mat-

ter, it is clearly within the right of this Com-
mittee also to discuss it and to refuse to
yield to the threat of death, which was made
even before this Bill was brought in, against
our better judgment. If we are going to
adopt this practice of yielding to threats of
this description, even before the flag has
dropped and the race for democratic spoils
has started, it seems to me that it puts a
premium upon coercion and a brake upon
the liberty of action and freedom of con-
science of which we in this House claim to
be the special champions. In a few days'
time we may have the leader of Congress or
the Indian trade unions, if there be any; we
may even have the women's leader who is
now to be nominated to the Council of State,
engaging in this new pastime of threatening
to starve. The famine which we have elimi-
nated from the great country of India,
thanks to the marvellous administration of
the British Government—a most romantic
story —will become rife in Provincial Coun-
cils, which may become mortuaries instead
of legislatures. It seems to me that it is sheer
madness to allow Mr. Gandhi or anyone else
to thwart your intentions and your wise de-
cisions, and force you to go back on such
decisions on pain of his death. | think the
Committee will realise also that it really up-
sets the whole balance of our scheme if the
Hindu controlled Congress is able under the
Poona Pact completely to control the deci-
sions of the so-called representatives of the
depressed classes.

More important than either of those
matters is the fact that under the Poona
Pact, in my honest belief, the depressed
classes will be deprived of that very freedom
which we were hoping to give them. This
has nothing to do with the question of
whether it is wise to have this reform or not.
The question we have to ask ourselves to-
day in settling the fate of these
48,000,000—o0r, some say, possibly
60,000,000 —of the depressed classes is
whether they are going to have a square
deal, to have that freedom which we prom-
ised to give them, or whether we are by a
piece of trickery, as | honestly believe it was
going to put them for all time under the
domination of Congress and therefore, to de-
prive them of what we promised them. |
know that His Majesty's Government are
very reluctant to accept any suggestions we
make to strengthen this Bill, but this one
does not interfere with the main principles
of the Bill. The more we study the question,
the more we must realise that when the
British Raj has gone from India the position
of the depressed classes, unless we give
them some rights and some big standing in
the future in these assemblies, is going to be

deplorable. On that account | most earnestly
ask the Government to reconsider the posi-
tion and to go back to the Communal Award
of the Prime Minister, which had the support
of the whole Government before they were
forced, under duress, to adopt this more re-
cent scheme.
XXX

LIEUT.-COLONEL APPLIN: | should like to
point out the unreality of the Poona Pact. It
was not a pact or a bargain as we under-
stand such things. It is what is known in
India as a hukum. It came from Gandhi, who
had the cloak of holiness over him and spoke
as a prophet. Not only that, but he spoke
with the voice of the British Government be-
hind him. Had he not driven up the Mall in
Simla in a ticka ghari and taken tea with His
Excellency the Viceroy, the King's represen-
tative? Had he not gone in the face of a Gov-
ernment Order and made salt against the
law and was not prosecuted? He had behind
him not only the whole power of Hinduism,
but the whole authority of the British Raj be-
hind him. That was why when he went to
Poona and accepted the Pact, that the Un-
touchables did so instantly. They could do
nothing else. It was a hukum. It was a com-
mand, an order. They felt that if they did not
accept the Pact they would get nothing at
all. They have got nothing at all. We who
know the Hindus and India know perfectly
well that under this Pact, apart from the fact
that there will be two elections, the only
men who will be elected to represent the de-
pressed classes will be those who have got
from the Brahmins and the other castes a li-
cence to come forward and be elected. They
will be selected. Anybody who is not se-
lected will find it absolutely impossible to be
elected.

For that reason, and because we do
want this Bill to work, | pray the Under-Sec-
retary to remember that we are responsible
for these depressed classes. There are
something like 60,000,000 of them in India.
Unless we give them real representation in
the new Parliament we shall leave out repre-
sentation of the very 1289people for whom
we are most responsible, the very people
whom we have protected for a century. Are
we going to abandon them now at the mo-
ment when they are expecting to get some
form of representation? They are the work-
ers, the hewers of wood and the drawers of
water, and | am certain that in speaking for
them | shall have with me right hon. and
hon. Members of the Labour party. These
people at least should have a vote which
they can exercise freely and without
pressure.

[Some extracts from debate in UK
Parliament on the issue of Poona Pact]

Chandra Bhan Prasad utilised his glamour and name to advance the Dalit cause

Chandra Bhan Prasad was the first Dalit in inde-
pendent India to have a dedicated column space in
the English press. He fronted attacks and counter-

punched detractors for berating Dalits, taking on

anyone trying to pull them down
Dalitality will be incomplete if it doesn’t honour my
predecessor, Chandra Bhan Prasad, a shining thought
leader and India’s leading public intellectual. At a
time when Dalits were barely noticed, CBP was our
eyes and ears. He was our man, dressed in a soigné
suit, sharp black tie and handsomely combed hair.
Sitting in the studios or penning his philosophy, CBP
gave us reasons to be proud and assured.

CBP is known to the world for his stellar
work as a columnist in The Pioneer. He was the first
Dalit in independent India to have a dedicated col-
umn space in the English press. His popular column,
Dalit Diary, came at a time when newer interventions
in India’s changing geography were desperately
needed.

Born in 1958 in Bhadwan village in Aza-
mgarh, Uttar Pradesh, CBP began writing as the last
decade of the 20th century dawned. His life at Jawa-
harlal Nehru University was shaped by the radical up-
tightness of Dalit exploitation. He found a pathway
to articulate the simmering anger through the CPI
(M-L) outpost. After paying closer attention to this
politics, and the politics of the liberal and progres-
sive, CBP chose to expose their hypocrisies through
honesty. He took upon the liberals and progressives

both in the urban and rural
scape. His targets were the in-
fluential class who were artic-
ulating public opinion—
professors, editors, columnists
and Leftist feudalists. In many
ways, Dalit Diary was a vicis-
situde for these people, who
talked about Dalit liberation
but also held on to beliefs of
their varna privileges. CBP’s
openness to limited private
capital came from his reading
of Ambedkar and that of Mao,
wherein nationalist bourgeoisie
were given adequate space in
China after the 1949 revolution till 1956.

The much-hyped Bhopal Declaration
which brought together Dalit academics, thinkers
and babus to frame a policy of diversity had token
success. It created a buzz but the results are still to
be seen across a wide spectrum. However, the credit
to articulate that idea and bring about new perspec-
tives can be attributed to CBP. He is the father of
India’s diversity movement who argued for an in-
crease in colours to the monochrome of what he
called “varna viciousness”.

CBP utilised his glamour and name to ad-
vance the Dalit cause. He toyed with new ventures
and this is what brought him to propose Dalit Capi-

talism — a radical imagination
finding avenues at the centres
of liberal structures. He was a
pragmatic uncle who advised
Dalit movements to “seek
share in globalisation” instead
of “wasting resources, time
and talent in trying to stop the
| unstoppable”.

His reasoning for a
capitalist solution was his ac-
| tive position against the twice-
| born Left and Sangh. Both

| these cronies are united in
keeping the position of Dalits
permanent subordinate. He
was cognizant that American imperialism was going
to hit vulnerable Dalits, but what would a landless
Dalit labourer think of his landlord who has been tor-
menting him for generations? “What could be a hap-
pier moment for Dalits than witnessing the total
collapse of farmers (landlords) who do not pay min-
imum wages and humiliate Dalits in their day-to-day
life?” Those ruling classes of India did not democra-
tise resources such as education. Thus, he advised
Dalits to “pray for the collapse of desi industrialists”.
He took this position from two vantage points: 1. He
hoped the MNCs would open up space for Dalits like
they did for the Black population in America. 2. Em-
pire had a history of turning fruitful for India’s

Dalits.

Although his Dalit Capitalism is an ad-
mirable concept, it needs detailed scrutiny and much
more critical understanding.

CBP’s columns were deeply sociological
and showed literary command. He believed in the
power of the English language, which allowed him a
higher status. He wanted the same for his commu-
nity. He remains a strong advocate of the Dalit Eng-
lish language movement.

In his feisty reprimand of the twice-borns,
CBP held up no filters for Dalits either. He felt the
Dalit movement’s singular focus on Brahmins as
enemy No. 1 was wrongly placed, especially when,
since Independence, the upper Shudras had claimed
dominance in India. Thus, the “principal contradic-
tion of our times” was between “Dalits and upper
Shudras”.

CBP fronted attacks and counter-punched
detractors for berating Dalits, taking on anyone trying
to pull them down. His new ventures “Dalit Food”
and “Dalit Entrepreneurship” are thought-provoking
and inspiring. Needless to say, also entertaining.

This article first appeared in the print edi-
tion on September 20, 2020 under the title ‘The im-
portance of Chandra Bhan Prasad’. Suraj Yengde,
author of Caste Matters, curates the fortnightly ‘Dal-
itality’ column

Source Courtesy: The Indian Express,
September 20, 2020, Written by Suraj Yengde
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Zameen Prapti Sangharsh Commitee led Movement in Punjab
A turning point in Revolutionary history of Punjab and India

The Zameen Prapt Sangharsh Commi-
tee has played the most defining role
ever in determining the destination of
the upsurge or emancipation of the
dalit community of Punjab from en-
slavement. The movement it has in-
augurated in 2014 has virtually
written a new chapter or defined a
new epoch in the history of struggle
of Dalit agricultural labour. With de-
tailed or incisive analysis and
painstaking preparations it led many
a struggle for re-distribution of pan-
chayat land promised to dalits, for
cancellation of debts and against
grossly unfair prices o obtain land
during auctioning. The efforts of the
ZPSC have instilled a sense of confi-
dence or self-respect in the Dalit
Community as it never has previously
in Punjab .Never before have dalit
community members spoken so
boldly against the opression perpe-
trated on them. It is notable how it
has consolidated after each juncture
of struggle. A welcome break was en-
shrined from the tradition in the Com-
munist Movement that literally
dumped the caste question in the
dustbin. Without doubt a stepping
stone towards creating base for agrar-
ian revolution and a model for the rest
of the country.

In the course of history the
dalit Community has been denied
fundamental rights and marginalized
leaving no stone unturned. In 1961,
the state passed the Punjab Village
Common Lands (Regulation) Act, re-
serving 33% of agricultural village
common land for Scheduled castes,
who could get an annual lease
through bidding. Rules under the
statute were framed in 1964. The im-
plementation, however, was indiffer-
ent. The 1961 land regulation act
carved out 1/3rd panchayat land
rights for al dalit families. Their rights
have existed only on paper with ruling
parties patronizing all steps of ruling
castes to deny the dalits their prom-
ised rights.31.9 %of Punjab comprise
dalits,more than any state in India.
Over 170 families occupy a mere 25
acres of land. Caste confrontation
was propelled to its very zenith with
upper caste landlords unleashing mer-
ciless attacks on dalits with the pa-
tronage of the ruling party. On
countless occasions dalit women are
molested and upper caste landlords
forcibly seize land. times children are
made to go hungry. The sarpanches
with all their might supressed demo-
cratic assertion of dalits and spon-
sored attacks on them by goons of
upper castes to thwart their rights. In
2014 43 activists of ZPSC were ar-
rested and within a few years the fig-
ure of those imprisoned rose to 170.
ZPSC took it's birth in Malwa and
then spread like wildfire igniting the
spark of combat to engulf other re-
gions of Punjab. It’s first spark shim-
mered after the ruthless attack
unleashed by upper caste Jat land-
lords on dalits in Badli Kalan.

Zameen Prapti Sangharsh
Commmitee mainly focussed on the
issue of the Dalit Community winning

it’s share of 1/3rd share of promised
Panchayat land .Ilt advocated a
33year land lease for the dalit Com-
munity to replace annual auctioning
where dalits were manipulated. The
ZPSC made a meticulous survey of
the socioeconomic conditions in
terms of land relations, wages paid to
dalit workers, condition of women
and employment.

The ZPSC also seriously
raised issue of the 1970 land ceilings
act which prevented anyone from
owning more than 17 acres of land.
In the course of the struggle many
important ZPSC leaders were tar-

tiala with Caste and class conscious-
ness reaching a crescendo and
vengeance written on the faces of
dalits at the intensity of a tornado .It
is remarkable that even from the
deepest depths of despair it it has
spectacularly risen .Mastery of an ar-
chitect has been blended with the
courage of a soldier in galvanising
mass mobilizations against the enemy
forces. The intensity of struggles en-
abled the Dalit community to gain
deep insight into the nefarious games
played to trick them by the ruling
castes or classes. | was most im-

pressed with the death defying

geted either being arrested or had
their houses raided. Another signifi-
cant issue is the confronting the
debts induced by micro finance cor-
porations .With full fury the dalits
have risen up against the attempts of
micro-finance companies to enslave
them. An issue was also raised con-
fronting the building of an industrial
park encroaching dalit land.The or-
ganization has also in the deepest
pitch raised its voice against Hindutva
fascism.

| have had the privilege to at-
tend 2 of its most impactful protests
in 2016 and it's maha panchayat in
2018.Memories will be permanently
embedded in my mind of the intensity
and anguish expressed in the protest
at the grain market in Sangrur mobil-
ising around 8000 people and DC
Headquarters and later in Jaloor in
protest organized by Jaloor Jabar Vi-
rodhi Sangharsh Commitee attended
by 5000 persons..In all the memorial
conferences for martyr Gurdev Kaur
annually in December around 2000
persons attended. Many impactful
gheraos were staged in Patiala out-
side the place of minister Singla rem-
iniscent of an army thronging and
converging in, literally painting the
venue of protest red.A few days ago
another gherao was launched with
around 1500 persons besieging pala-
tial house of minster Vijay Singh
Singla.

It was most inspiring to wit-
ness the capture of land plots them-
selves by Dalits through planting of
red flags. Applying diligent methodol-
ogy a network was built in
Khaneri,Badli Kalan,Kheri,Garacho
etc.and other surrounding areas in
Sangrur.A red spark or resistance en-
gulfed many a village in Sangrur-Pa-

courage the ZPSC revealed to con-
front state repression after over 60 of
its cadre were arrested.

Co-operative farming is now
practiced by the Dalit community
which is remarkable. Crops are grown
and cattle grazed collectively, with all
share produced. An 11 member
strong village commitee was elected
to run the cooperatives.In Jhaneri 60
familes were knitted into a single
unit.6000 Bighas of land have been
distributed by the ZPSC and the land
auctioning rate reduced from Rs
440000 to 22000. The interviews of
dalit women activists testify the
spectacular gains achieved in the last
6 years. They highlight the success of
cooperative farming which enables
them to earn Rupees 30000 a year.
No longer will dalit labourer be forced
into begging wheat from upper
castes as a result, becoming self-suf-
ficient or reliant.

What is heartening is that a
second stage has been reached with
a decree awarded by the administra-
tion for being awarded 33 year lease
of land.In Tolewal region the declara-
tion of lease was first made.

It is also significant that the
organization now has a general body
with regular office bearers.

The biggest hurdle con-
fronting the struggle is the ambivo-
lence of the landed jat peasantry who
are basically reluctant to treat the
dalit community on equal terms. The
ZPSC has opposed a mechanical ten-
dency to only concentrate on class
and neglect caste struggle.

Other groups spearheading
the dalit agricultural labour movement
are the Krantikari Pendu Mazdoor
Union and the Punjab Khet Mazdoor
Union.The KPMU totally supports the

line of ZPSC in terms of incorporating
caste struggles. In village Namol it
undertook a major land re-distribution
campaign as well as Dhuri.At a
smaller scale than ZPSC its struggles
spared like wildfire. One of its most
important achievements was prevent-
ing auctioning of land at most unfair
prices. The Punjab Khet Mazdoor
Union has been very active in initiat-
ing protests for plots, employment 10
marlas of land etc.but deferred con-
fronting Jat peasantry at ground
level. It has mobilized gathering seven
for demands of housing and electric-
ity. In it’s view even if caste factor
has so seriously be taken into consid-
eration it cannot replace class strug-
gle or politics. The PMKU firmly feels
that until a genuine movement is built
up by the landed peasantry and unity
forged with landless labour such land
capture movements will be of no
qualitative avail. | had the privilege of
being present in a panchayat of
KPMU in 2017 and 2018 and a rally
of PMKU in Bathinda in 2018.A series
of assaults were also carried out on
activists of the KPMU.In recent
months KPMU has confronted cheat-
ing dalits in land auction sin over 100
villages. It has also undertaken very
commendable work in confronting
goondaism.lt is remarkable that even
from the deepest depths of despair it
it has spectacularly risen.

What is very positive is the
unity of so many revolutionary forces
in offering solidarity against repres-
sion on the movement of ZPSC with
outstanding commemoration pro-
grammes carried out on day of mur-
der of Gurdev Kaur.

One weakness of the move-
ment is the ZPSC calling for NOTA in
elections and not properly projecting
the revolutionary alternative. The
KPMU staunchly adheres to path and
slogan of ‘Boycott’ of parliamentary
elections. Both do not comply to the
slogan of Active political campaign
propagated by the Punjab Khet Maz-
door Union and BKU(Ugrahan).

Another significant defect
prevailing is the absence of a revolu-
tionary movement of the landed peas-
antry to give a cutting edge to the
upsurge of agricultural labour. Thus in
term of united front a glaring gap is
faced to launch a sustained agrarian
movement..Tendencies exist of caste
identity politics favouring Ambed-
karism.The ZPSC must beware of not
falling into the trap of legalism which
would nullify the movement.

A more accurate analysis also
must be made of the impact of capi-
talist development and imperialism on
semi-feudal economy.

The movement has greater
goals to achieve, said Gurmukh Singh
of Zameen Prapti Sangharsh Commit-
tee. “The possession of common land
has instilled confidence among Dalits
but it can’t be their main source of
livelihood,” he said. “The real change
will come with proper implementation
of land ceiling law and redistribution
of private land. Only then the landless

(Contd. on next page)
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Zameen Prapti Sangharsh Commitee led Movement in Punjab
A turning point in Revolutionary history of Punjab and India

(Continue from page 17)
will gain equal status.”

Nevertheless it is noteworthy
that the ZPSC has created shivers in
the spine of the ruling classes and
upper caste landlords and forced
them to counter retaliate. Thus the
enemy has been hit at its hardest
point. It should be the precursor of a
genuine revolutionary organization of
peasantry uniting the landed and
landless peasantry.

Inspite of the turbulence
caused by the clampdown Covid 19
Pandemic the spark of dalit struggle
still ignites vociferously.in Punjab. In
the last month a major resurgence
has risen of the struggles of the Za-
meen Prapti Sangharsh Committee of
Sangrur-Patiala, which has encom-
passed different areas. Positive that
the lockdown did not dissipate the
spirit of the dalit landless labourers.
In a most methodical manner they re-
vived their democratic movement. A
spate of protests erupted on the
burning issues facing the dalit com-
munity. Regions like Gharachon and
Singla shimmered the spirit of resist-
ance at its crescendo. Issues revolved
around issue of distribution of pan-
chayat land reserved, scrapping of
loan re-payments and opposition to
attacks of mafia elements on dalit ac-

tivists.

On June 8th one thousand
dalit villagers swarmed in Sangrur like
an army and besieged the hose of
minister Vijay Singh Singla, demand-
ing reserved panchayat land promised
to them.

In Gharachon village of San-
grur as majority of Dalit families sat
in a prolonged dharna to protest the
auction of the reserved land. The
protesting Dalit community members
alleged that the Panchayat authorities
allotted the land to “dummy bidders”
planted by the members of the upper
caste. This protracted struggle was of
great significance to the dalit agrarian
movement.

“There are two groups of Dal-
its in Gharachon. On one side there
are 174 families, while on other side
there are only five families. But Pan-
chayat officials on May 27 allotted
the reserved land of 48 acres to the
representatives of these five families,
who are working as dummy candi-
dates for upper castes. Since then we
have been demanding cancellation of
the auction,” said Mukesh Malaud,
zonal president of the Zameen Prapati
Sangharash Committee (ZPSC).

The merits of its achievements are
testified in the articles written in

blogs like Caravan or Wire. They illus-

We do not want on our register and on our census

trate the sheer relentlessness spirit of
the ZPSC in bringing the opressive
ruling classes an castes to the
ground.

Quoting Mukesh Maloud, the
president of the zonal committee of
the ZPSC, “Our movement has so far
been successful in 55 villages now, in
Sangrur and Patiala district, where
the Dalits get their share in land
through genuine auctions,” Mukesh
said. He said that there were 55 such
villages, “each is a success story of
the class struggle—Bharo, Bhatti-
wala, Gharancho, Tolewal, Mudowal,
Dhandiwal, Rangia, Badrukha, Kalara,
Ghawda, Harigarh, Khori Kalan, Kheri
Baba Dalersingh Wala, Wadera, Baura
and Deh Kalan.”

Paramjit Kaur Longowal, the
secretary of the ZPSC, stated that in
Badrukha village around forty Dalit
families began cultivating eight acres
last year, after they won the rights to
the land in an auction. Longowal said
that their “democratic struggle”
lasted five years but now the families
were self-reliant. “We can say that
the landless Dalit families in eight to
ten villages are totally self-reliant to
an extent that they were capable of
sharing their stores with a few poor
migratory families from other states
during the lockdown,” she said.

These villages included Jhaneri, Balad
Kalan, Balad Khurd, Gharancho,
Badrukha and Mander Khurd.

Paramjeet Kaur, a middle-aged
widow with two children. stated, “It
is the fruit of a five-year-long struggle
in which our women bore the lathi
blows of policemen several times dur-
ing the agitations.” She added,
“Today, we grow vegetables and fod-
der for the cattle, besides the wheat
as our main crop.”

Paramjeet’s husband Avtar
said that before the movement of
2014, “several families here in this
village were starving, dependent on,
and at the mercy of the landlords
who exploited the situation.” He
added, “Our women also faced sexual
harassment during their pursuance to
cut fodder from their fields or even
from the roadsides.” But now, he
said, he felt pride in being a part of
his historically landless peasantry
class that is self-reliant in terms of
foodgrains for survival. “Foodgrains
are essential to survive, and we have
enough now,” he said.

Harsh Thakor is an
independent writer
Email-thakor.harsh5@gmail.com
Email:thakor.harsh5@gmail.com
Source Courtesy: COUNTERCUR-
RENTS.ORG | September 20, 2020

Untouchables classified as a separate class. - M.K. GANDHI

I can understand
the claims ad-
vanced by other
minorities, but the
claims advanced on
behalf of the Un-
touchables, that to
me is the "unkind-
est cut of all". It
means the perpet-
ual bar-sinister. |
would not sell the
vital interests of
the Untouchables
even for the sake of
winning the free-
dom of India. |
claim myself in my
own person to rep-
resent the vast
mass of the Un-
touchables. Here |
speak not merely
on behalf of the
Congress, but |
speak on my own
behalf, and | claim
that | would get, if there was a refer-
endum of the Untouchables, their
vote, and that | would top the poll.
And | would work from one end of
India to the other to tell the Untouch-
ables that separate electorates and
separate reservation is not the way to
remove this bar-sinister, which is the
shame, and not of them, but of ortho-
dox Hinduism.

Let this Committee and let
the whole world know that today

gain away their rights for the
kingdom of the whole world.

I am speaking with a
due sense of responsibility,
and | say that it is not a
proper claim which is regis-
tered by Dr. Ambedkar when
he seeks to speak for the
whole of the Untouchables
of India. It will create a divi-
sion in Hinduism which |
cannot possibly look forward
to with any satisfaction
whatsoever. | do not mind
the Untouchables, if they so
desire, being converted to
Islam and Christianity. |
should tolerate that, but |
cannot possibly tolerate
what is in store for Hinduism
if there are two divisions set
forth in the villages. Those
who speak of the political
rights of Untouchables do
not know their India, do not
know how Indian society is
today constructed, and

there is a body of Hindu reformers
who are pledged to remove this blot
of untouchability. We do not want on
our register and on our census Un-
touchables classified as a separate
class. Sikhs may remain as such in
perpetuity, so may Muhammadans,
so may Europeans. Will Untouchables
remain Untouchables in perpetuity? |
would far rather that Hinduism died
than that untouchability lived. There-
fore, with all my regard for Dr.

Ambedkar, and for his desire to see
the Untouchables uplifted, with all
my regard for his ability, | must say in
all humility that here the great wrong
under which he has laboured and per-
haps the bitter experiences that he
has undergone have for the moment
warped his judgement. It hurts me to
have to say this, but | would be un-
true to the cause of the Untouch-
ables, which is as dear to me as life
itself, if | did not say it. | will not bar-

therefore | want to say with all the
emphasis that | can command that if
| was the only person to resist this
thing | would resist it with my life. —
Mr. M.K. Gandhi
Source Courtesy: Indian Round
Table Conference (Second Session)
7th September, 1931 -
1st December, 1931
Proceedings of Federal Structure
Committee and
Minorities Committee
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Analytical Commentary on Poona Pact of 1932

| have written about Poona Pact of
1932 signed between Mahatma
Gandhi and Babasaheb Ambedkar a
couple of times before and gave my
views. The anniversary of the Pact
falls on September 24. Editor Prem
Kumar Chumber of the “Ambedkar
Times” Weekly Newspaper Sacra-
mento (California, USA) invited me
to write a piece on the subject for
the esteemed paper. | was a bit
lethargic as much has been said and
written on the subject and moreover
now, it has no practical relevance

and it has gone to the realm of his-
tory. My immediate provocation to
say something again on Poona Pact
is the video message of a staunch

the similar provisions for Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs etc granted in the
Communal Award of PM Ramsey
MacDonald was the result of Ambed-
kar’s untiring efforts and assertions
at the Round Table Conferences
much against the agenda and wishes
of Mahatma Gandhi who wanted
Dalits to remain in the fold of Hindus.
Mahatma Gandhi tried his best to
convince the British rulers in Delhi
and London to undo the Separate
Electorates offered to Dalits in the
Communal Award but failed. He
flouted his usual weapon of “fast” to
exploit and compel the British rulers
on one hand and also the recognized
leader of depressed classes, Babasa-

i

N

|

Ambedkarite and an intellectual liv-
ing legend Lahori Ram Balley which |
heard on Facebook a little while ago.
| am not inclined to go to the facts
and figures in this regard and would
limit myself to a running commentary
on the importance of Poona Pact and
how it contributed in bringing the de-
pressed classes on the political map
and agenda of India in the subse-
quent landmark events of India Act,
1935 and finally the Constitution of
India. In fact, in other words, it turns
out to be a tribute to the sagacity
and integrity of the one of the great-
est sons of India, Babasaheb Ambed-
kar on one hand and the suspect
attitude of Mahatma Gandhi in black-
mailing Ambedkar to watch and pro-
tect the interests of the Hindu
society at large at the cost of Dalits
on one hand and the treachery of the
ruling elite after independence on the
other by not faithfully implementing
the special provisions made for the
Scheduled Castes to give practical
shape to the understandings stipu-
lated in the Poona Pact in all sincerity
and solemnity. | think, that is why,
later Ambedkar himself termed the
Pact a “mean deal” as it could not
deliver as promised and visualized
both by the society and also by the
polity.

The Separate Electorates to
the depressed Classes in line with

main stream of the society. There
were threats to his life. Balley Sahib
in his message which | mentioned
before narrated a historical fact of an
editorial written by Mahasha Krishan
in the Urdu paper The Partap pub-
lished from Lahore where he threat-
ened that Ambedkar must be careful
and considerate in taking the deci-
sion as dictated by the Hindu leaders
led by Mahatma Gandhi otherwise
before the final rites of the Ma-
hatma, if he died in his “fast unto
death, the funeral of Ambedkar
would be held before that. One can
easily gauge the gravity of the situa-
tion. Ambedkar was not only a con-
summate intellectual politician who

ligned con-
cept of
‘Reserva-
tion” was
b o r n
which  fi- |
nally found
enumera-
tion in the
Constitu-
tion of
India of
w hich
Babasaheb
himself
was the architect and pilot. The op-
ponents of ‘Reservation” for Dalits
are ill-informed and half educated

Ramesh Chander
Ambassador - LF.S. (Retired)
91-99885-10940

heb Ambedkar on the other. Gandhi
started his “fast unto death” in the
Yervada jail in Poona where he was
detained. It was one of the cunning
tactics of caste Hindus led by Gandhi
to stop a separate identity of Dalits
and to defeat Ambedkar. The whole
country was made to stand and op-
pose separate electorates to the de-
pressed classes. The atmosphere
was so vitiated with hatred that
Babasaheb was condemned as anti-
national and anti- Hindu. He was
threatened to be killed before some-
thing untoward happened to Gandhi.
The wife of Gandhi, Kasturba made
appeals of mercy to Babasaheb to
save the life of her husband. Hindu
fundamentalists like Babu Rajinder
Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari, Madan
Mohan Malvia among others ap-
pealed and requested Babasaheb
Ambedkar to save the life of Gandhi
by rejecting the separate electorates
to Dalits and remaining in the Hindu
fold. It was a very difficult and criti-
cal preposition before the sole leader
of the depressed classes. On one
side, he was to abandon and forego
voluntarily the gains and advantage
he himself achieved at the Round
Table Conferences and otherwise for
the benefit of the depressed classes
and on the other to prove his creden-
tials as a nationalist and a caring
leader for the overall good of the
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not only knew the universally ac-
cepted dictum ‘politics is an art of
the possible’ but also subscribed to
the lofty ideals of compassion and
morality of the Buddha. As a true na-
tionalist and recognizing the value of
Mahatma Gandhi’s role as a leading
light of the freedom movement and
also his preference to bring about co-
hesiveness in the society at large in-
stead of ushering the country into
communal divide and hatred decided
to cooperate and agreed to the sub-
missions of Mahatma Gandhi and
other Hindu leaders which resulted in
the famous Poona Pact of 1932.
Babasaheb Ambedkar was a negotia-
tor par excellence. He tried his best
and convinced the Hindu leaders to
see the situation of the depressed
classes in the Hindu fold and do
something concrete to ameliorate
their sufferings in the Manuwadi set
up. There was no option with the
Gandhi camp.

In the Poona Pact, Ambedkar
got more facilities and enabling pro-
visions for the depressed classes
than offered in the Communal Award
by the British rulers. Not only the re-
served seats in the legislature but
also special provisions in education
and socio-economic aspects with a
view to integrate Dalits with the
main stream of the society as equal
partners. With this the much ma-

that nobody offered the special pro-
visions of reservation etc. on the
platter out of magnanimity and com-
passion but were achieved with ar-
dent and consistent efforts and
sacrifices by Dr. Ambedkar and his
associates and the suffering masses.
The spirit of Poona Pact will remain
alive under the overall impact and im-
plementation of the Constitution of
India.

The only negation which
comes to my mind is that by forego-
ing the separate electorates, Dalits
lost an edge in electing their true rep-
resentatives in the parliament, legis-
latures and municipal bodies.
Perhaps this is the reason by
Manyawar Kanshi Ram called them
“Chamchas” and some of the Dalit
activists opposed the Poona Pact.
Let us leave it to historians to judge
and give their verdict.

All said and done, | have no
hesitation in saying that whatever
Ambedkar Sahib did and accom-
plished in signing the Poona Pact
was a master-stroke in the given
times and circumstances under diffi-
cult and trying conditions.

Babasaheb proved himself as
a great and visionary leader. With
this, | remember Poona Pact of 1932
the harbinger of political and social
space for Dalits in the map of India.
Salutes to Babasaheb Ambedkar.
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Bahujan Samaj Party Punjab President
Jasveer Singh Garhi expressed con-
cern over the economic plight of
workers, farmers, students and small
shopkeepers and blamed the on SAD
BJP and Congress.

He said that under their gov-
ernments Punjab has become a slug-
gish state and it has become one of
the worst performing states for the
second consecutive year. He said
that the state has been ranked 19th
in the Business Reform Action Plan
2019 rankings.

Himachal Pradesh jumped
from 16th to 7th position while
Haryana got 16th position. Referring
to the labor crisis, he said that the re-
cent figures released by the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) for the
year 2019 paint a grim picture of the
rising trend of suicides among day la-

BUP SAD and Congress i responsil fr ¢

borers working in sectors other than
farm labor.

These figures predate the sit-
uation caused by the corona. During
the first two months of the Corona
lockout, images of millions of workers
walking hundreds of miles from dif-
ferent cities to their homes are etched
in people's minds. Many died along
the way. Neither the government nor
the society came forward to grab his
arm. He feared that the suicide rate
among migrant workers could in-
crease during and after the Corona
period. According to the Bureau's re-
port, 1,339,123 people committed sui-
cide in 2019, of which 32,563 were
day laborers.

Citing the agrarian crisis,
Garhi said that agriculture has given
some support to the economy in such
a difficult time. The sector alone

nomic dsplacement of Punjab farmers, [aborers and students BSP Punjab

grew by 3.4 per cent. Despite this,
the agriculture sector continues to be
ignored and the BJP government at
the Center is preparing to sell land
and farmers to the capitalists through
agriculture ordinances.

Garhi said that first the farm-
ers were not getting the right price
for their produce. Second, crop costs
are not declining. The third is heavy
debt pressure and the fourth is lack
of storage facilities. The same prob-
lems persist today. Even today, the
average income of farmers in the
country is only Rs 18,059.

Even rank four employees do
not get paid more than Rs 25,000.
Garhi said that the future of Punjab
was not in the present capitalist
model. Thus, from farm laborers to
farmers, they should unite and take
steps towards political initiative on

the basis of health and education fa-
cilities, cooperative agriculture, com-
munity solidarity. He said that Post
Matric Scholarship Scheme should
have been implemented in the inter-
est of the youth of Punjab but the
scholarship scheme has been crushed
in the Congress state through scams.
BSP Punjab will hold massive protests
against the policies of the govern-
ment on September 18 in Hoshiarpuir,
September 24 in Amritsar, September
28 in Bathinda, September 29 in Pa-
tiala and October 3 in Sangrur. Mr.
Bhagwan Singh Chouhan, Advocate
Ranjit Kumar, Daljit Rai, Mr. Mahinder
Singh Sandharan, Mr. Maninder Sher-
puri, Mr. Sukhdev Bitta, Mr. Mandeep
Kalsi, Mr. Yash Bhatti, Mr. Dinesh
Pappu, Mr. Sohan Singh Sunni, Advo-
cate Mr. Palwinder Mana etc. were
present on the occasion.

Meet Rickshaw Puller-turned-writer Manoranjan Byapari
Who Was Made Chairman of Bengal's Dalit Sahitya Academy

On September 14, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee announced
the setting up of the 'Dalit Sahitya
Academy’' and appointed Manoranjan
Byapari as its chairman.

The year was 1981 when a
lady, blessed with a calm and serene
voice, asked a rickshaw puller, "Bhai
Jabe? (Brother can you ferry me?)." It
was a hot and humid day and the rick-
shaw puller, while wiping sweat from
his forehead, responded quickly and
said, "Didi Jabo. (Yes sister, | will go)."

The lady sat on the rickshaw
in South Kolkata and asked the puller
to drop her at Jadavpur University.

Though it was a brief journey,
it came as a big surprise for the lady
as well as the rickshaw puller when he
asked the meaning of a Bangla word
‘Jijibisha’. The lady was stunned and
questioned from where he learnt that
word ‘Jijibisha’. Taken aback by his
knowledge of Bangla literature, the
lady asked his name.

The rickshaw puller, while
struggling to hold his breath amid the
pedalling, responded politely, "Didi
amar naam Manoranjan Byapari (Sister
my name of Manoranjan Byapari)."

Impressed with his command
over the language, the lady answered,
"The meaning of 'Jijibisha' is a 'desire
for living'." Byapari was very happy to
learn its meaning and as he was drop-
ping her at the Jadavpur University,
the lady introduced herself as Ma-
hasweta Devi (late Indian writer and
activist).

Thanking him for the ride, she

asked Byapari to write about his life
and struggle and she promised to get
it published.

That was the moment which
Byapari still remembers as one of the
best days of his life when he luckily
got a chance to meet an acclaimed
writer and his life changed thereafter.
Presently, Byapari has been appointed
as the chairman of the first 'Tribal
Sahitya Acad-
emy' in Bengal by
Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Speaking
to News18, Bya-
pari, while shar-
ing about his life
and struggle,
said, "Yes, it was
a wonderful day
when | luckily fer-
ried Mahasweta
Devi. | was rest-
less to know the
meaning of 'Ji-
jibisha' and simply asked her without
knowing about her academic back-
ground. She responded quickly and
was very impressed with me. Among
many memories of my struggle, that
was one of the best days of my life.”

Manoranjan Byapari was born
in 1950 in East Pakistan in a '"Namasu-
dra' family, which migrated to West
Bengal when he was three years old.
Those days were difficult to survive for
the refugees as they took shelter in a
camp at Kotulpur in Bankura. Later,
they shifted to another refugee camp

at Ghutiyari Sharif in South 24
Paraganas.
Byapari had left his home

when he was a teenager to work as a
daily wage labourer across various
cities in India.

Later, he was associated with
Naxalbari movement, on which he
wrote the book '"There’s Gunpowder in
the Air', and was jailed and kept at Ali-
pore Correc-
tional Centre in
Kolkata. During
his jail term, he
indulged  him-
self in reading
books but after
his release, he
had to struggle
a lot to make
| ends meet and

| he became a
rickshaw puller
in Kolkata.

He actively

worked for the
cause of Dalit welfare and their litera-
ture and is the probably among very
few convict-turned-rickshaw pullers,
without any formal education, who
wrote several novels and short stories.
He always raised his voice against the
oppression of the weaker sections of
the society.

While sharing more about
'Tribal Sahitya Academy', he said,
"The whole idea behind this is to pro-
mote learning sessions on tribal litera-
ture, setting up of a library and to
address issues related to the tribal

people. | am happy that for the first
time such initiative is being taken
in Bengal."

He said, "We will try to bring
all, who worked extensively on Dalit
literature and their welfare, under one
umbrella. | am planning to have one
such institution in all the districts of
Bengal with a model learning centre in
Kolkata."

Byapari said he is planning to
establish a library with two rooms and
set up a publication of Dalit Sahitya
Academy and a Dalit Marketing Centre
Operation at 'Boi Para' at College
Street.

Also, he has suggested to or-
ganise monthly literary programme
where Dalit poets and writers will
meet and share their thoughts and re-
searches, and also participate in de-
bates. “Besides, | have also suggested
to start 'literature award' to encourage
Dalit writers and poets on behalf of the
academy,” he said.

On September 14, the chief
minister of West Bengal announced to
set up a 'Dalit Sahitya Academy' and
appointed Byapari as its chairman.

"Dalit literature is an important
chapter and its inclusion in the Bengali
literature will enrich the later. There-
fore, in today’s cabinet meeting, we
have decided to set up a 'Tribal Sahitya
Akademi' in Bengal. We already have
a Tribal Board but 'Tribal Sahitya Acad-
emy' is something new,” she had said.

Source Courtesy: News18, Suijit
Nath, September 22, 2020



[APIRTR  wwwanbedarimescon  voi-12 || @ [[ bsie28  wwwdeshdosbacom  (EETENTD)
From farm Bills to Banking Regulation amendment:

All legislations passed in Parliament’s Monsoon Session so far

Here are the Bill passed
by both Houses of Parliament
till September 22.
Despite protest by Opposition parties
over the contentious farm Bills and
other issues, Parliament passed sev-
eral legislations in the first nine days
of the monsoon session.

The session, which began on
August 14 with several precautions
considering the
COVID-19 pan-

demic, has
passed 11 Bills
so far, including
the farm Bills

that have trig- %
gered protests.
Several other
Bills are lined up
before both the
Houses in the
coming days.

Here are
the Bill passed by
both the Houses
of the Parliament
till September
22:

Bills passed
in Lok Sabha,
Rajya Sabha

The Taxa-
tion and Other
Laws (Relaxation
and Amendment
of Certain Provi-
sions) Bill, 2020

The Bill
was introduced
in the Parliament
on September 18
and was passed by Lok Sabha on
September 19 and by Rajya Sabha on
September 22. The Bill will replace
the Taxation and other Laws (Relax-
ation of Certain Provisions) Ordi-
nance, 2020, issued in March.

It seeks to provide various re-
liefs in terms of compliance require-
ments for taxpayers amid the
coronavirus pandemic. The reliefs in-
clude extending deadlines for filing re-
turns and for linking PAN and
Aadhaar.

Among others, the Bill seeks
to give tax exemption for contribu-
tions made to PM-CARES Fund,
which was set up in March amid the
coronavirus pandemic.

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (Second Amendment)
Bill, 2020

The Bill was introduced in the
Parliament on September 15 and was
passed by the Rajya Sabha on Sep-
tember 19 and Lok Sabha on Septem-
ber 21. The legislation seeks to
temporarily suspend initiation of the
corporate insolvency resolution
process, CIRP under the Code. It re-
places the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020
initiated in June this year.

The Bill provides that for de-
faults arising during the six months
from March 25 this year, CIRP can
never be promulgated by either the
company or its creditors. The central

government may extend this period to
one year through notification.

The Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020

The Bill was introduced in the
Parliament on September 14 and was
passed by the Lok Sabha on Septem-
ber 17 and Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 20. It allows intra-state and

inter-state trade of farmers’ produce
beyond the physical premises of
APMC markets. State governments
are prohibited from levying any mar-
ket fee, cess or levy outside APMC
areas.

The Farmers’ (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services Bill,
2020

The Bill was introduced in the
Parliament on September 14 and was
passed by the Lok Sabha on Septem-
ber 17 and Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 20. It provides a framework for
farmers to enter into contract farming
— that is signing a written contract
with a company to produce what the
company wants in return of a healthy
remuneration.

The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020

The Bill was introduced in the
Parliament on September 14 and was
passed by the Lok Sabha on Septem-
ber 15 and Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 20. It proposes to allow economic
agents to stock food articles freely
without the fear of being prosecuted
for hoarding, and says the central
government may regulate the supply
of certain food items including cere-
als, pulses, potato, onions, edible
oilseeds, and oils, only under extraor-
dinary circumstances, such as war
and famine. Stock limits may be im-

posed on agricultural produce only if
there is a steep price rise.
The Banking Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 2020
The Bill was introduced in Par-
liament on September 14 and was
passed by the Lok Sabha on Septem-
ber 16 and Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 22. It amends the Banking

Regulation Act, 1949 and seeks to

bring cooperative banks under the su-
pervision of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). It replaces an ordinance the
Union Cabinet had approved in June.
The Salaries and Allowances of Min-
isters (Amendment) Bill, 2020

The Bill was introduced in the
Parliament on September 14 and was
passed by the Lok Sabha on Septem-
ber 20 and Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 18. The Bill proposes to reduce
the salaries and allowances of minis-
ters by 30 per cent for a year to aug-
ment financial resources required to
fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Epidemic Diseases

(Amendment) Bill, 2020
The Bill was introduced in the
Parliament on September 14 and was
passed by the Lok Sabha on Septem-
ber 21 and Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 19. The Bill seeks to punish those
who attack health workers or doctors
fighting the coronavirus or during any
situation similar to the current pan-
demic. The legislation provides for up
to five years in jail for those who at-
tack doctors and health care person-
nel. It amends the Epidemic Diseases
Act, 1897 in order to provide protec-
tion to health care service personnel.

The Homoeopathy Central Council

(Amendment) Bill, 2020
The Bill was introduced in the
Parliament on September 14 and was
passed by the Lok Sabha on Septem-

ber 21 and Rajya Sabha on Septem-
ber 18. The Bill amends the Ho-
moeopathy Central Council Act,
1973.

It sets up the Central Council
of Homoeopathy, which regulates ho-
moeopathic education and practice.
The bill replaces the Homoeopathy
Central Council (Amendment) Ordi-
nance, 2020 which was promulgated
in  April this
year.

The Indian
Medicine
Central Council
(Amendment)
Bill, 2020
The Bill was
introduced in
8 Parliament on
September 14
and was passed
by the Lok
Sabha on Sep-
tember 21 and
Rajya Sabha on
September 18.
It amends the
Indian Medicine
Central Council
Act, 1970. The
Act provides for
the constitution
of a Central
Council which
regulates the
education and
practice of the
Indian medicine
system includ-
ing Ayurveda,
Yoga and

Naturopathy.

The bill replaces the Indian
Medicine Central Council (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2020 which was
promulgated in April this year. It pro-
vides that the Central Council wiill
stand superseded from April this year
and the council will be reconstituted
within one year from the date of its
supersession.

Bills passed by Lok Sabha
On Tuesday, the Lok Sabha on Tues-
day passed three labour codes.

The Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions Code,
2020, seeks to consolidate and
amend the laws regulating the occu-
pational safety, health and working
conditions of persons employed in an
establishment and related matters.

The Industrial Relations Code,
2020, seeks to consolidate and
amend the laws relating to trade
unions, conditions of employment in
industrial establishments or undertak-
ing, investigation and settlement of
industrial disputes.

The Code on Social Security,
2020, will amend and consolidate
laws relating to social security with
the goal to extend social security to
all employees and workers either in
the organised sector or the unorgan-
ised sector.

Source Courtesy: Indian Express

September 23, 2020
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....needed here is the work of Kanshiramism rather than Periyarism

Thanthai Peri-
yar’'s birthday is
being celebrated
every year as an
opportunity  to
propagate his
ideology and is

more relevant to
v | the current sce-
nario. when su-
perstition,

Jeevan Kumar Malla

01-94426-08416 | historical ‘imagi-
native fake narra-
tions” and caste basedoppression

increase day by day... naturally every

rationalist is pushed to the point
where they have to celebrate the doc-
trine of Periyarism.

As long as caste is alive, in-

Perivar's Sell-Respect movement encouraged
iter-caste marrviages and Self Respect Marriage

Nagammai, was only age of 13. His
first wife, Nagammai, died in 1933.
E.V. Ramasamy was married for the
second time in July 1948. His sec-
ond wife isManiammai,

Periyarhad attended school
for five years.

At a young age, he began to
question the contradictions in the sto-
ries of Hindu mythology. As Periyar
grew, he felt that people use religion
as a mask to deceive innocent people
and therefore he decided that one
task he would definitely do in life
would be to warn people against su-
perstition and Brahmin priests.

Periyar started his political ca-
reer as a Congress worker in his
hometown Erode.He quarrelled with

equalitywill also be alive in Hinduism.
So, as long as there is caste, Peri-
yarism will continue to do its work.
Given the current situation, Periyar's
revolutionary thinking and his philos-
ophy need to be taken to every nook
and corner of India.

Periyar is the biggest threat to
the Brahmins and Brahmin's stooges.
That's why Mr. Kanshiram ji took
Periyar to North India and conducted
a very big Periyar Mela in the year
1995. And at the same time, he at-
tributed to Periyar, the Bahujan Maha-
pursh identity. But Mayawati has
listened to the Brahmins words and
has expelled ThanthaiPeriyar from the
Bahujan Movement. i was the first
person, who raised the voice against
Mayawati for her removal of Periyar
icon from the Bahujan Movement in
the year 2011. But Mayawati gown-
das attacked me, when i raised my
voice to demand the implementation
of Periyar's thoughts and his actions
in the Bahujan Movement. That is
also one of the reasons why i have
been propagating Periyar' thoughts in
North India. i have been receiving lot
of acknowledgement from the Bahu-
jan DravidaSamaj form north India.
Today, this forum, is one such proof.
Yes, the people from Uttarpradesh
have organised this zoom
meeting..And what else could be a
better proof!!

You have to know about his
socio-political and economic back-
ground of Periyar.

Erode Venkata Ramasamy
was born on 17th September 1879
at the Erode, which is part of the
Coimbatore district inthe yester
years’ Madras Presidency.

He later became known as
"Periyar" which means "one re-
spected”in Tamil. . E.V. Ramasamy's
father arranged for a wedding when
he was nineteen years old. His bride,

Gandhi over the question of separate
dining for Brahmin and non-Brahmin
students at Gurukkulam, a Congress-
sponsored school owned by national-
ist leader V V S lyer in
Cheranmahadevi near Tirunelveli.

Gandhi proposed a compromise, argu-
ing that while it may not be a sin for
a person not to dine with another, he
would rather respect their principles.

During this time Justice Party
was also emerged. In 1917, in a man-
ifesto released by Justice Party, it has
been mentioned that out of 171 per-
sons who had been selected for
Madras provincial civil service, 100
were brahmins.

In the same way, out of 273
persons who had been selected for
Madras members of subordinate serv-
ice, 165 were brahmins. In jail depart-
ment, the persons selected were 277
out of which 190 were brahmins.

In the education department,
the total persons selected were 515,
out of which 365 were Brahmins.

In 1920, 16 persons had
been selected in a competitive exam-
ination for civil service out of which
15 were brahmins.

Five High Court judges were
appointed and all of them were brah-
mins.

Out of the 128 district mun-
sifs appointed, 93 were brahmins.

The congress failed to ad-
dressed these issues in their party. So
Periyar resigned from the party in
1925, and associated himself with
the Justice Party and the Self Re-
spect Movement, which opposed the
dominance of Brahmins in social life,
especially the bureaucracy.

The Justice Party had a
decade earlier advocated reservation
for non-Brahmins in the bureaucracy
and, after coming to power in the
Madras Presidency, issued an order to
implement it.

Periyar’s Struggle...
o During this time, Periyar’s
fame spread beyond the Tamil region
during the Vaikom Satyagraha, a
mass movement to demand that
lower caste persons be given the
right to use a public path in front of
the famous Vaikom temple.Periyar
took part in the agitation with his
wife, and was arrested twice. He
would later be referred to as
VaikomVeerar (Hero of

Vaikom).Vaikom is not a part of Tamil-
nadu. It is a part ofKerela.

° Periyarprotests against Brah-
minism/Hinduism by breaking the
Brahminical idol of Ganesha — “Ele-
phant Headed god” on Buddha Purn-
ima, 1953

Ambedkar, Perivar & Jinnah meet on 8 Jan 1940 in Bombay

vidians. Periyar said Ramayana should
be burnt.Rama not to be worshiped
and Ravana's Effigy not to be burnt.In
1974, a year after Periyar's death,
Tamil Nadu witnessed its first Ravana
Leela.

° He argued that caste was im-
ported to the Tamil region by Aryan
Brahmins, who spoke Sanskrit and
came from Northern India.

o In the 1930s, when the Con-
gress Ministry imposed Hindi, he
drew a parallel with the Aryanisation
process, and claimed it was an attack
on Tamil identity and self-respect.
Under his leadership, the Dravidian
Movement became a struggle against
caste and an assertion of Tamil na-
tional identity.

- &

° Women played an unprece-
dented role in the Vaikom Satyagraha,
with the large-scale participation of
women being witnessed for the first
time during the Satyagraha, marking
the passage of women into the socio-
political consciousness of the coun-
try.

° Periyaradvised the women of
Tamil Nadu to cut their long hair,
make it Bob Cut and women should
stop wearing Sarees ie Dress up like
a man(unisex dress code) and consis-
tently argued for the equal rights of
women in marriage, the inheritance of
property and civic life in general.

° He fought for women's rights
and self-respect in marriage. He said
the concept of marriage was intro-
duced in ancient times to make a
woman slave to a man. If marriage
had to take place, he called for it to
be simple, ideally a registered wed-
ding.

o In 1926 when the resolution
was passed that all the Untouchables
should convert to Islam.The people
became frightened so Periyar asked
them since they were hesitant to con-
vert to Islam atleast they should call
themselves Non Hindu

° When some one asked Dr.
Ambedkar why you don't come to
Tamilnadu that much... ? Ambedkar
replied saying, "Periyar is doing my
work...what lam doing in north
india...he is doing the same in South
India."

° In 1970 under pressure from
Periyar , CM Karunanidhi passed an
act in the TN assembly.The act said
that any person from any caste can
become temple archaka. Even those
temples which head hereditary priests
were abollshed. SC cancelled this
act. Periyar was pained by the verdict
° In 1943 debate on KambaRa-
mayana , Anna said Ramayana is the
story of victory of Brahmins on Dra-

° In  the 1940s, Periyar
launched DravidarKazhagam, which
espoused an independent Dravida
Nadu comprising of Tamil, Malayalam,
Telugu, and Kannada speakers. The
Dravidian linguistic family was the
foundation on which he based his
idea of a DravidaNational Identity.
Here the questions arise as to who
are Dravidas...?
For this question we have take an-
swer from the Anthropologist and so-
cialist Dr Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar
has clearly given the answer ...
NONETHELESS, THESE ARE HIS-
TORICAL TRUTHS. NAGAS AND
DRAVIDIANS ARE ONE AND THE
SAME PEOPLE.
The word ‘Dravida’ is not an original
word. It is the Sanskritized form of
the word ‘Tamil’. The original word
‘Tamil” when imported into Sanskrit
became ‘Damilla’” and later on
‘Damita’ became Dravida. The word
Dravida is the name of the language
of the people and does not denote
the race of the people.

The Nagas in North India gave
up Tamil which was their mother
tongue and adopted Sanskrit in its
place. The Nagas in South India re-
tained Tamil as their mother tongue
and did not adopt Sanskrit the lan-
guage of the Aryans.

To remember is that Tamil or
Dravida was not merely the language
of South India but before the Aryans
came it was the language of the
whole of India and was spoken from
Kashmir to Cape Comerin. In fact, it
was the language of the Nagas
throughout India according toDr.
Ambedkar’s findings.

Why was the Self Respect
Movement founded by Periyar? He
had given his answer in his news pa-
perKudiArasu...

“The Policy of Self-Respect

(Contd. on next page)
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US spacecraft named after late Indian-American astronaut Kalpana Chawla

An American commercial cargo space-
craft bound for the International Space
Station has been named after fallen
NASA astronaut Kalpana Chawla, the
first India-born woman to enter space, for
her key contributions to human space-
flight.

Northrop Grumman, an Ameri-
can global aerospace and defence tech-
nology company, announced that its next
Cygnus capsule will be named the "SS.
Kalpana Chawla", in memory of the mis-
sion specialist who died with her six
crewmates aboard the space shuttle Co-
lumbia in 2003. "Today we honour
Kalpana Chawla, who made history at
@NASA as the first female astronaut of
Indian descent. Her contributions to
human spaceflight have had a lasting im-
pact,” the company tweeted on Wednes-
day. "Northrop Grumman is proud to
name the NG-14 Cygnus spacecraft after
former astronaut Kalpana Chawla. It is
the company's tradition to name each
Cygnus after an individual who has
played a pivotal role in human space-
flight," the company said on its website.

"Chawla was selected in honour
of her prominent place in history as the
first woman of Indian descent to go to

space,” it said.

"While Chawla made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to the space
programme, her legacy lives on through
her fellow astronauts
and those she has in-
spired to follow in her
footsteps,” it said.

"Her final re-
search conducted on-
board Columbia helped
us understand astro-
naut health and safety
during spaceflight.
Northrop Grumman is
proud to celebrate the
life of Kalpana Chawla
and her dream of flying
through the air and in
space,” it said.

The S S
Kalpana Chawla cap-
sule is scheduled to

days later. For the NG-14 mission, the
Cygnus spacecraft will deliver approxi-
mately 3,629 kg of cargo to the space
station. Chawla was born in Karnal,
Haryana on March 17,
1962. She received a
Bachelor of Science
degree in aeronautical
engineering from Pun-
jab Engineering College
in India in 1982.
Chawla then
moved to the United
| States to pursue her
graduate education; in
1984 she received a
Master's degree in
aerospace engineering
from the University of
Texas, and a Ph.D. in
| aerospace engineering
from the University of
Colorado in 1988.

launch on the NG-14

mission atop a Northrop Grumman
Antares rocket from the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gional Spaceport (MARS) at NASA's
Wallops Flight Facility in Virginia on Sep-
tember 29. The spacecraft will arrive at
and be attached to the space station two

She held com-
mercial pilot's licenses for single- and
multi-engine aeroplanes, seaplanes and
gliders, and was also a certified flight in-
structor. Chawla began her career at
NASA in 1988 as a powered-lift compu-
tational fluid dynamics researcher at the

Ames Research Center in California.

Her work concentrated on the
simulation of complex air flows encoun-
tered by aircraft flying in “ground-ef-
fect.” In 1993, Chawla joined Overset
Methods Inc. as vice president and a re-
searcher in aerodynamics.

After becoming a naturalised US
citizen in April 1991, Chawla applied for
the NASA astronauts corps. She was se-
lected in December 1994 and reported
to the Johnson Space Center in Houston
in 1995 as an astronaut candidate in
Group 15. In November 1996, Chawla
was assigned as a mission specialist on
STS-87 aboard the Space Shuttle Colum-
bia, becoming the first woman of Indian
descent to fly in space.

Chawla's second spaceflight ex-
perience came in 2001 when she was
selected for the crew of STS-107. The
flight was dedicated to science and re-
search, with approximately 80 experi-
ments completed. Chawla lost her life
during the STS-107 mission when the
Space Shuttle Columbia disintegrated
upon reentering the Earth's atmosphere.
PTI

Source Courtesy: The Tribune, Posted:
September 10, 2020

....needed here 1s the work of Kanshiramism rather than Periyarism

(Continue from page 22)
Movement has been widely accepted
in the world. Its significance, objec-
tive and implication have also re-
ceived world-wide consent.

Man seeks the source of
every concept. He looks for the rea-
son and logical basis for everything.
He even probesnature. Unable to un-
derstand the concept of his own life,
he leads a life of slavery.

Self-Respect Movement ex-
pects man to see the rationale behind
everything and reject it as unreason-
able if it has no logical basis. Our sen-
sible approach would tell us if our
action is right or wrong. One has to
weigh the pros and cons and respect
the final decision it leads him to. This
is the characteristic of Self-Respect

Movement. It is against accepting
anything blindly.
When a man finds his

thoughts, actions and decisions are
right, he respects it. That is true free-
dom. There is no difference between
freedom and Self-Respect. They are
synonymous.

The Self-Respect Movement
encouraged inter-caste marriages, re-
placing arranged marriages by love
marriages that are not constrained by
caste.

What is Periyar’'sThought..?

For an average Tamilian, Peri-
yar today is an ideology. He stands
for a politics that foregrounded social
equality, self-respect, and linguistic
pride.

As a social reformer, he fo-
cused on social, cultural and gender
inequalities and his reform agenda
questioned matters of faith, gender
and tradition.

He asked people to be rational
in their life choices. He argued that
women needed to be independent,
not mere child-bearers, and insisted
that they be allowed an equal share
in employment.

The Self Respect Movement
that he led promoted weddings with-
out rituals, and sanctioned property

as well as divorce rights for women.

He appealed to people to give
up the caste suffix in their names,
and to not mention caste. He insti-
tuted inter-dining with food cooked
by Dalits in public conferences in the
1930s.

Over the years, Periyar has
transcended the political divide as
well as the faultlines of religion and
caste, and come to be revered as
ThanthaiPeriyar, the father figure of
modern Tamil Nadu.

When you read the thoughts
of Periyar,you will know how his
thoughts resemblethe enlightened
one...the Buddha, like Santa Kabir
Das, like Osho.

Buddhism teaches us of the
importance of living in the present.
His thought about Buddha is when
Periyar participated in a function to
celebrate the 2501st birth anniver-
sary of the Buddha at Maha Bodhi
Sangham at Egmore. Chennai on
15th may 1957.

When Periyar talks about
rishis, he actually opposed the rishis
and that is why he celebrated Buddha
Purinima and acknowledged Bud-
dha’s work. When Periyar talks about
Buddha’s teachings and principles he
refers to them as things of tremen-
dous value to us for our revolutionary
purposes. Buddha is ordinarily taken
to refer to a person. Buddha means
buddhi or intelligence. Anyone who
uses his intelligence is a Buddha. All
people are endowed with intelligence
but only those who use it intelligently
can be Buddhas. The word siddha
conveys a similar meaning. Siddha is
one who controls his sense. God
Vishnu is the centre for vaishnavism,
but for Buddhism buddhi or intellect
is the centre. Here we have to look at
Periyar as a Buddha, not a Siddha.

When he talks about Indian
historyhe asserts that there is no ev-
idence of Hindutva identity... all the
identity of the governing ancestors in
India is related to Buddhism, in Peri-
yar’s view.

The Buddhist symbol of the
Dharma Chakra has found an honored
place in our national flag. The Asoka
Pillar at Saranat consisting of the four
lions has been adopted as our na-
tional, architectural symbol and this
has become the emblem adorns the
shoulders of all our military officers,
the bonnets of all our ministers’ state
cars and the post cards of every day
use in the remotest villages. Since in-
dependence, Buddha’s birth anniver-
sary has been declared a public
holiday.

What does all thismean..? it
means that the government of free
India has accepted the Buddha and
his teachings. It has not been possi-
ble for the government to adopt any
Hindu symbol as the national sym-
bol.This also means that Hindu sym-
bols are unfit for all — India National
purposes.

If all of us can adopt the
thoughts of Periyar, then we have to
make sure that caste oppression is
cremated. Yes, the struggle against
economic oppression and the strug-
gle against caste oppression should
be happen simultaneously....How...?
ManyawarKanshiram is the only an-
swer to this question. That answer is
- We need to become the ruling class
if we want to form a casteless soci-
ety. Then only we can see socio eq-
uity in our land. But in Tamilnadu,
where Periyar led an uncompromising
struggle against casteism, where his
followers ruled the state for the last
more than 40 years since 1967, the
bitter truth is that casteism has still
not been rooted out. Why ? - because
the so-called-Periyarists are not ready
to work for social transformation. Still
they wanted to sustain their move-
ment on the basis of no-result-giving
‘social justice’.

In the name of Periyar... the
followers of the so called caste Hin-
dus are sharpening their caste and
sub-caste clashes among the
sc/st/obc people. The cruelty of un-
touchability exists in the state and

even certain followers of Periyar are
supporting the brutality of caste sys-
tem. This so called Periyar party
workersscream bout social justice in
public forums, TV programmes, Twit-
ter pages and YouTube videos but
when they come to power they al-
ways stand by the dominant caste
and make things worse.

If we ask the present youth
about Dravida party, their answer is
that there is no big difference be-
tween Periyar party activists and Hin-
dutva party activists. Why do you
think the youngsters have started
feeling like this? - because the Peri-
yarists do not practise the ideological
action of Periyarism. That'swhy the
present generations are moving to-
wards Hindutva parties. Now, this is
a very huge danger to the Bahujan
DravidaSamaj. We must put an end
to this dangerous mindsetat the earli-
est. The sooner, the better.

The biggest question before
us now is ...What should we do?...
.what is the correct collective action
that we should take ?

For the last half an hour |
have talked about Periyar...his
thoughts and his actions during his
life time...Now, what should we do ?

According to my understand-
ing... What is needed here is the
work of Kanshiramism rather than
Periyarism. Periyar's movement is the
Movement for social justice, Whereas,
Kanshiram’s movement is the move-
ment for social transformation.

If the oppressed people are to
live freely with equality and brother-
hood, we must continue to carry on
work of ManyawarKashiramji’s works
of social transformation and eco-
nomic emancipation. The struggle for
social justice will not be needed if so-
cial change takes place. So, BE THE
CAUSE OF THAT SOCIAL TRANS-
FORMATION AND JOIN HANDS IN
OUR STRUGGLE FOR CREATING A
SOCIALLY JUST SOCIETY.

Jai bhim... Jai Bharat... Jai Periyar...
Jai Kanshiram...!!!
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When in 1915

Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar was
giving final

touches to his
Ph.D. thesis at
i, N Columbia Uni-
X versity in New

DO Y 1T Vork, a Punjabi
youth, who

had gone to America a few years ear-
lier, was involved in a dangerous mis-
sion of smuggling suns from
California to the Punjab for inciting
mutiny in India. This Punjabi youth
later became famous as Babu Mangu
Ram, the founder of the Ad Dharm
Movement. Mangu Ram was born in
a small village Mugowal in district
Hoshiarpur, Punjab on 14 January,
1886 in an untouchable family; his
father was a leather merchant. As by
then the doors of education had been
opened to all by the British rulers,
Mangu Ram was sent to the school

nationalists led by Lala Hardayal.

his sheer devotion and sincerity to
the cause of India’s freedom, he
came to be regarded as the most de-
pendable and reliable member of the
organization. In 1915, Mangu Ram
volunteered to be one of the five
Ghadarites accompanying a shipload
of guns and propaganda material
headed for India. This ship was unfor-
tunately intercepted by the British as
Batavia, and was sealed. It remained
sealed for nearly a year, with the five
Ghadarites as prisoners inside. In the
meanwhile, they were prosecuted in
absentia, and sentenced to death for
taking out the weapons illegally on
the ship. On hearing the capital pun-
ishment, some patriot Indians in Ger-
many decided to help the imprisoned
Ghadarites. Somehow, they managed
to smuggle the prisoners out from the
sealed ship, and sent them in differ-
ent directions. Mangu Ram was put
in a ship going to Manila. By mistake,

for fear of being intercepted. Taking
him, therefore, as dead, his wife mar-
ried Mangu Ram’s elder brother, who
was a widower. The validity of the
death warrant issued by the British
Government lapsed in 1924. Then
Mangu Ram thought of returning to
India. Accordingly, he came back to
Punjab in 1925. Soon thereafter,
Mangoo Ram became involved in an-
other kind of freedom struggle, the
liberation of the untouchables, the
people among whom he was born,
and the people who were meekly suf-
fering the atrocities of the Hindus.
Babu Mangu Ram’s association with
the Ghadar Party had broadened his
outlook, and sharpened his skills as
an organizer. Soon he found a band
of like-minded young men involved in
the social work, and began organizing
them in order to liberate the down-
trodden from the clutches of the
Hindu social slavery.

Encouraged by the response to his

The Ad Dharm IVIovement and Dr. Ambedkar

Dharm Mandal were established in
Jalandhar city from where the move-
ment was organized in a systematic
manner, and the devoted missionaries
spread the message far and wide in
the Punjab, and even beyond. Since
the Mandal had accepted Sahib Shri
Guru Ravidass Ji as its spiritual
leader, the movement became prima-
rily popular amongst the Chamars,
and they readily adopted the nomen-
clature of Ad Dharmi.

At the time, Babu Mangu Ram
was organizing the untouchables of
the Punjab under the banner of Ad
Dharm; Dr. Ambedkar was fighting a
similar battle in another part of the
country. Though they were thousands
of miles apart, yet their ideas and
methods of struggle were almost
identical. Both believed that the pres-
ent day Scheduled Castes are not
Hindus, and that their salvation lies
only in being independent of the
Hindu religion. Both believed in self-

in the nearby village, Mahilpur, but
the treatment meted out to him by
the Hindu teacher was far from
human. Like Bhim Rao in Satara,
Mangu Ram too was made to sit
outside the classroom. Not only
that, even the teacher would not
teach him directly; he was invariably
given lesson through a Muslim stu-
dent. Somehow, Mangu Ram
passed his middle examination and
joined high school at Bajwara, a
nearby town. Here too. He was sub-
jected to the same humiliation, and
was made to sit outside the class-
room. One day, it rained so heavily
that in spite of taking shelter under
a tree, Mangu Ram was completely
drenched. And when the snow-balls,
accompanied by high velocity
winds, fell like missiles on him, he
was unable to bear it any longer. So,
he ran to take shelter inside the

classroom. As soon as he had en-
tered the room, the teacher saw him,
and instead of showing any sympa-
thy, he started beating him with a
stick for having come inside. Weeping
and crying, Mangoo Ram went out,
and somehow reached his home.
Unmindful of the insult and
beating, Mangu Ram again went to
the school next day. As soon as he
reached there, he was surprised to
see the teacher in the process of pu-
rifying the classroom by sprinkling
water on the wooden table, chair and
the tats on which the students used
to sit. On seeing him, Brahmin
teacher cried out, “Oh Chandal, you
have come again”. Fearing another
beating, Mangoo Ram hastened back,
never to go again to the school. And
that was the end of his education.
With his education coming to
an abrupt end, Mangu Ram became
unemployed, and bit frustrated too. In
1909, he, along with some other
young men from the village, went to
California, U.S.A. in order to earn
some money by working in the Peach
Orchards of Fresno and elsewhere in
the San Joaquin valley of central Cal-
ifornia. Instead of earning money, he,
however, became involved in the ac-
tivities of the Ghadar Party, an inter-
national network of militant Punjabi

however, the ship reached Singapore.
Unfortunately for Mangu Ram, here
he was recognized by some traitor In-
dians who had earlier worked for the
Ghadar Party. They informed the Po-
lice. By now, for running away from
Batavia, death warrants had been is-
sued by the British Government to be
executed wherever any one of them
was found. Accordingly, the Singa-
pore Police began preparing for his
execution. Then a miracle happened.
Just half an hour before his execu-
tion, a gentleman named Barde,
whom Mangu Ram had never seen or
met, came, caught him by the arm,
took him out of the Thana, and put-
ting him on the same ship in which
Mangu Ram had come, he asked the
Caption of the ship to sail for Manila.
By the time the Police swung into ac-
tion, the ship had crossed the Singa-
pore Port Limits. Having failed to
intercept the ship, the police caught
hold of some drunkard; executed him
to cover up their lapse, and an-
nounced that Mangu Ram had been
executed. This news was later pub-
lished in the Indian Newspapers.

For the next 7-8 years, Mangu
Ram hid in the Philippines, and during
this period he had no contact with his
family as no letters could be written

ideas, Babu Mangu Ram convened a
Conference at his village Mugowal in
district Hoshiarpur on 11-12 June,

1926. Addressing the largely at-
tended Conference, Babu Mangu Ram
proclaimed that the Untouchables
constituted a separate Qaum, a reli-
gious community like the Muslims,
Sikhs and Hindus, and those they
were the original inhabitants of this
country. Hence, the movement was
named as Ad Dharm; and its leaders
devised distinctive costume, bright
red turbans and shashes; coined a
new sacred mantra or symbol, “So-
hang” and exhorted the people to call
themselves as Ad Dharmis.

The primary object of the Ad
Dharm was to give the untouchables
an alternative religion. Its another ob-
ject was to reform the society from
within. As social movement, the Ad
Dharm exhorted the people to abstain
from immoral practices; to lead a life
of purity and piety; to discard the use
of alcohol, drugs, give education to
boys and girls, and to treat all men
and women equal in the society. On
the whole, the movement was aimed
at giving the untouchables a sense of
pride and dignity as members of the
Ad Dharm.

The headquarters of Ad

help and advocated peaceful
means to achieve their goal. Both
laid the greatest emphasis on ‘ed-
ucation’. Babasaheb considered
“education” the key to all
progress, and Mangu Ram says
that only “education can lead us
to Sachkhand (the realm of
truth).” Again, Babasaheb ex-
horted the people to follow the
Three Commandments of ‘Educa-
tion, Agitation and Organization’
to gain power. According to
Mangu Ram, the poor have three
kinds of power: “Qaumiat (collec-
tive solidarity), Mazhab (spiritual-
ity) and Maijlis (organization)”.
Within a year of its founding,
the Ad Dharm movement created
quite a stir in the Punjab by con-
stant rallies and conferences, if
forced the Government of the day
to take notice of the problems of
the untouchables. One of the rea-
sons of the poverty and exploitation
of the untouchables was the perni-
cious system of beggar, the system
under which they were forced to live
at the beck and call of others and
were obliged to do a great deal of
work without any remuneration what-
soever. The Ad Dharm Mandal agi-
tated against the system of beggar,
and demanded its abolition. The Man-
dal also agitatedfor repealing the Pun-
jab Land Alienation Act which
prohibited the untouchables from
buying even a small piece of land.
The Ad Dharm movement reached its
peak at the time of 1931 Census. As
a result of their sustained propa-
ganda, more than half a million un-
touchables declared themselves as
Ad Dharmis. This showed the organi-
zational skill of its leaders. “The mas-
sive support”, as says Mark
Jueregensmeyer, “created political
capital, and Mangu Ram used that
capital in political ways. Ad Dharmi
candidates stood for public offices
and an alliance was created with the
Unionist Party. In both instances,
scheduled caste leaders supported by
the Ad Dharm organization achieved
public positions”.
Courtesy: Dr. Ambedkar and Punjab
by D. C. Ahir




