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GoIden State Truck Sales Inc.

Call : Dharminder ingh
Cell : 530-870-6600

Email: myfuturetruck@gmail.com
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» Indian Grill
(&

Indiangrillsanleandro.com
bl Bl | L0

Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

GINNY WALIA

Law Offices. Inc
Ginny H. K. Walia

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer §I17){N% LAW,
Featured as a legal analyst on CRIMINAL

Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4
' DEFENSE

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Free: 1 (800) 379-9330

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

=¥ MAJESTIC]

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618

RAMESHSUMAN  Fax (905) 219-3918
Broker Reallor  DRE Licence- 00871752

www.majestichomes.us ramesh@rameshsuman.com

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983

[B] 916-912-8842, 916-329-8772

sINce 1006 jewelers.Bagga@gmail.com |
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823

SeRcul R o R CA Re i £k Tl Sandeep Jony Bagga

Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202
Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable
services at reasonable rates.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539



S5k www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com o Vol- 9, Issue- 22 H3&T 9,2020 ]

DHAN DHAN SRI GURU RAVIDASS JI
Bole’ So Nirbhay! Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ki Jai!

Guru- Piari Sadh Sangat Ji,

Sri Guru Ravidass Temple Pittsburg- Committee has decided to open the Gurudwara
Sahib on Sundays, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, starting September 6, 2020. Kitchen
and Langar hall will remain closed until the conditions improve. Sangat is requested to
follow Contra Costa County's COVID-19 health and safety guidelines. Everyone must
wear a face mask and wash hands before entering Darbar Hall and maintain 6 feet
distance from others to avoid the spread of CORONA Virus. If you are not feeling well,

please pray at home but do not come to Gurughar as a precaution.

Committee is taking applications for new SEWADARS ( board members) applications
were sent to members last month. However, the election date has been postponed due
to CORONA Virus. Sangat will be notified once the election date is re-scheduled.

Gurughar members are requested to renew their membership by paying their annual
renewal fee. Your donations are greatly appreciated.

For any special needs, please contact the managing committee. We pray to Waheguru
ji for the safety and good health of the entire Sangat.

“NANAK NAM CHARDI KALA TERE BHANE SARBAT DA BHALA"

Sangat General Secretary Treasurer

Chairman President De Sewadar

Jagtar Bhatia Shinder Paul Narabut Dharam Pal Chonkria Vinod Kumar
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\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

STRIVE FOR MORE

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.
DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE CONVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE
FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
RECORD KEEPING.
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Labour Day Celebratlons&Babasaheb
D Amoedkars Contriutions fo Labourers n Indiz

Prem Kumar Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com

Bharat Ratan Bodhi Satav Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao Ramiji‘s
contribution towards the emancipation and empowerment
of the working class in India both during the freedom strug-
gle as well as after India’s independence is worth remem-
bering on the historic May Day: celebrated worldwide as
International Workers’ Day, also known as Workers’ Day and
Labour Day. It was chosen to be International Workers’ Day
at the International’s second congress in 1891 to commem-
orate the 1886 Haymarket affairin Chicago wherein on 1
May workers of various industrial units observed general
strike for the eight-hour workday. On 4 May when the
Chicago police tried to disperse a public assembly in support
of the general strike an unidentified person threw a bomb,
which led to police firing resulting in the death of seven po-
lice officers, at least four civilians and wounding of sixty po-
lice officers and unknown number of civilians. This was led
to the arrest of hundreds of labour leaders and their sym-
pathiers. Later on, four of the arrested ones were executed
by hanging.

It was coincidence that Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar
was born in 1891 and came to acquire higher education in
the United States of America in 1913. What he learnt during
his three years (1913-16) stint at Columbia University in
New York City in the class room sessions of his great pro-
fessors - John Dewey, James Shotwell, Edwin Seligman and
James Harvey Robinson - made him struggle for the eman-
cipation and empowerment the labourers on his return in
his own country during the British as well as after India’s
independence.During his tenure as a Labour Minister and
as the Labour Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council
between 1942 and 1946, he worked hard for the reduction
of working hours from 12 to 8 Hrs a day. His contributions
towards granting the rights of the labourers are manifold:
establishment of Employment Exchange, Employees State
Insurance (ESI), Indian Statistical Law, Compulsory Recog-
nition for Trade of Union, Indian Factory act, Dearness Al-
lowance (DA), Paid Holidays, Health Insurance, Extra pay
for Overtime, Legal Strike Act, Provident Fund (PF), Labour
Welfare Fund, Technical Training Scheme, Mines Maternity
Benefit Act, Women Labour Welfare Fund, Women and
Child-Labour Protection Act, Maternity Benefit for Women
Labour, Equal Pay for Equal Work irrespective of the Sex,
Restoration of Ban on Employment of Women on Under-
ground Work in Coal Mines.

As far as the public domain of working class ac-
tivism is concerned, Dr Ambedkar was always acted as front
soldier for the rights of workers. His contribution in high-
lighting the plight of Dalit workers access in the highest paid
textile mill weaving departments is well known. Dalits were
not allowed to work in these textile mills for the fear of pol-
lution caused by their saliva to wet the thread during the
weaving process to tie the knot, each time the weft bobbin
required a replacement. Dr Ambedkar brought this issue in
the public during the famous 1928 Bombay Textile Strike.
He threathened to dissuade Dalit workers from joining the
strike if his demand for Dalits” access to all kind of jobs in
the mills was accepted. His contributions towards the bill to
abolish the Mahar Watan and Khoti abolition bill were
among the several prominent labour welfare measures un-
dertook by him. Abolition of Punjab Land Alienation Act of
1900 was yet another legal relief to the non-agriculture
classes, including Dalits, to overcome their exclusion from
the land ownership rights.

Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba Weekly newspa-
pers congratulate all on the Labour Day Celebrations the
world over and also fondly remember the rich contributions
made by Bodhi Satav Bharat Ratan Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao
Ramiji Ambedkar towards the emancipation and empower-
ment of workers in India!
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Auto Repair & Services

Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM
to 6:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to
5:00 PM

Ph: 916-238-4431
Rio Lindla, CA 95673

649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers
inspeciion tune-ups and more

Amarijit Sandhu
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Home Services
Shangara Ram

et U o, et

Realtor calBRE# 01969522

Cell: 916-479-5587 o am
Fax # 916-721-2373 RukLakbsrcAiet:
Office: 916-681-5112 Mﬂvﬁﬁwww m@

shangararam2@gmail.com 10}

7412 Elsie Ave., Sacramento, CA 95828
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HEALTH INSURANCE
LIFE INSURANCE
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NSB

Insurance

RETIREMENT
COLLEGE PLANNING
LONG TERM CAREINS ~ AUTO * HOME

FUNERAL EXPENSE BUSINESS

Call 707-228-2020, Fax: 707-260-2813
707-228-200

Lic #0144676 WWW.Nnsbinsures.com
1519 Gary CT,, Rohnert Park, CA 94928

for Insurance Call:
NIRMAL SINGH BADHAN
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE INC.

DEA

PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Trucks & Trailers Services:

Auto Services:
» Oil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement

* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair
* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

* DPF Filter Cleaning

* Computer Check
* Differential
*New / Use Tires * Inspections

* Van/Reefer Work

+ Clutch
* Transmission

* Qil changes
* Wheel Balancing

* Truck & Trailer Repair

We Provide Towing &

24/7 Moblle Road Services
For All Autos, Trucks & Trailers

* All Major & Minor Repairs
* We Do Aluminium Welding

Open
Monday t
Saturday

Com-Check yysa
T-Check
EFS Check

We Speak English, Spanish & Punjabi

We Provide All Autos,
Trucks & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 561-1846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Bivd, Manteca CA 95336
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SWEETS & CATERING ITEMS SERVING
AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks
MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE
Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
Birthday Parties | Corporate Events China & Silverware
Religious Gatherings Linen Rental | Waiters
Picnics/Bar-B-Que Bartenders

CONTACT US:

Email: msbains@rajasweets.com
RAJA SWEETS & CATERING :

www.rajasweets.com
WORK (510) 489-9100 '

[ § [ty Twitter

CELL (51 0) 71 5'1 61 9 rajasweetsandcatering  rajasweets

INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

LASSAANEINE CALL TO HAPPY

7 DAYS A WEEK i

Ph: (209) 478-0285

o (209) 477-3206
WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' g3 35 @migmelta feae @ Busieu oa 1
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaarO8@yahoo.com
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KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 510-938-1138

SWEETS & SPICES

CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT
HGSBE HEY =l e o i o€

WE HAVE || Music, FABRIC || 1 .
LARGEST ARTIFICIAL = oy =
COLLECTION || JeweLRy, Sweets, || ¥

FOR INDIAN ' ' FRESH VEGETABLES

FIJIAN & PAKISTANI

GROCERY _ & MORE..
Super Eyebrow --
. {
Threading Now Open L—.—‘\
Eyebrow Threading '

& Henna Tattoo

7 times, ,
Get 8th one free! L

Inside India Market
m

5203 EXLHORN 8LVD Tl J16-798-8142

SACRAMENTO CA 95842 4100 ROSEHLLE 64 95747 -
916- 338-5511 016- 786-7666  IndaMarketRoseville@gmail.com
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AAA Truck Wash, Tire, and Lube

* We Carry New and Used Tires All Viajor Brands
* Smart Way Tires Available
* Used Tires Start From & 135

s | * Old Change $ 189 + Tax
* We also do truck and car washing and waxing TRUCKWASH
* Friendly and Professional Staff
* We offer truck and car detailing S_!dlmlmr

Bl veeefesidine X NEW & USED

;ﬁ;ﬂéﬁZSZ:(@'Z"FE?) $1149 f‘EﬂﬁﬁET?ﬂWEQﬁe TIRES

gTElstE 749 (B 2fEd)  $749

Used Tires American Brand $99 + Labor
uu n Recap Truck Tire $ 249 + Labor WASI.II I'UBEI BRAKES
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas o1 Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s28.99 ©650-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop

Kashmiri Bhatia,
Dealer/Broker

408- 848 2365

IN HOUSE
FINANCING AVALIABLE

WWW, kbusedautosales com

50% OFF WARRANTY
with Qualifying Car Purchase

K&K AUTO REPAIR Kashmiri Bhatia (Owner)

831-623-4702

and Car Wash 20% OFF LABOUR
63 Muckelemi St on your next qualifying service

1 $an Juan Bautista 95045 car care You Can Trust

Kashmiri Bhatia & his wife
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Labour Day Celebrations & Babasahed
Dr Ambedkar's Contributions for Labourers in India

Prem Kumar Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com

Bharat Ratan Bodhi Satav Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao Ramii's
contribution towards the emancipation and empowerment
of the working class in India both during the freedom strug-
gle as well as after India’s independence is worth remem-
bering on the historic May Day: celebrated worldwide as
International Workers’ Day, also known as Workers’ Day and
Labour Day. It was chosen to be International Workers’ Day
at the International’s second congress in 1891 to commem-
orate the 1886 Haymarket affairin Chicago wherein on 1
May workers of various industrial units observed general
strike for the eight-hour workday. On 4 May when the
Chicago police tried to disperse a public assembly in support
of the general strike an unidentified person threw a bomb,
which led to police firing resulting in the death of seven po-
lice officers, at least four civilians and wounding of sixty po-
lice officers and unknown number of civilians. This was led
to the arrest of hundreds of labour leaders and their sym-
pathiers. Later on, four of the arrested ones were executed
by hanging.

It was coincidence that Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar
was born in 1891 and came to acquire higher education in
the United States of America in 1913. What he learnt during
his three years (1913-16) stint at Columbia University in
New York City in the class room sessions of his great pro-
fessors - John Dewey, James Shotwell, Edwin Seligman and
James Harvey Robinson - made him struggle for the eman-
cipation and empowerment the labourers on his return in
his own country during the British as well as after India’s
independence.During his tenure as a Labour Minister and
as the Labour Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council
between 1942 and 1946, he worked hard for the reduction
of working hours from 12 to 8 Hrs a day. His contributions
towards granting the rights of the labourers are manifold:
establishment of Employment Exchange, Employees State
Insurance (ESI), Indian Statistical Law, Compulsory Recog-
nition for Trade of Union, Indian Factory act, Dearness Al-
lowance (DA), Paid Holidays, Health Insurance, Extra pay
for Overtime, Legal Strike Act, Provident Fund (PF), Labour
Welfare Fund, Technical Training Scheme, Mines Maternity
Benefit Act, Women Labour Welfare Fund, Women and
Child-Labour Protection Act, Maternity Benefit for Women
Labour, Equal Pay for Equal Work irrespective of the Sex,
Restoration of Ban on Employment of Women on Under-
ground Work in Coal Mines.

As far as the public domain of working class ac-
tivism is concerned, Dr Ambedkar was always acted as front
soldier for the rights of workers. His contribution in high-
lighting the plight of Dalit workers access in the highest paid
textile mill weaving departments is well known. Dalits were
not allowed to work in these textile mills for the fear of pol-
lution caused by their saliva to wet the thread during the
weaving process to tie the knot, each time the weft bobbin
required a replacement. Dr Ambedkar brought this issue in
the public during the famous 1928 Bombay Textile Strike.
He threathened to dissuade Dalit workers from joining the
strike if his demand for Dalits’ access to all kind of jobs in
the mills was accepted. His contributions towards the bill to
abolish the Mahar Watan and Khoti abolition bill were
among the several prominent labour welfare measures un-
dertook by him. Abolition of Punjab Land Alienation Act of
1900 was yet another legal relief to the non-agriculture
classes, including Dalits, to overcome their exclusion from
the land ownership rights.

Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba Weekly newspa-
pers congratulate all on the Labour Day Celebrations the
world over and also fondly remember the rich contributions
made by Bodhi Satav Bharat Ratan Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar towards the emancipation and empower-
ment of workers in India!

Contact: 001-916-947-8920 Fax: 916-238-1393

September 9, 2020

California (USA)  www.ambedkartimes.com

E-mail: chumbermedia@yahoo.com, editor@ambedkartimes.com

www.deshdoaba.com

India joins US, Russia, China hypersonic Missile club

Government sources said that the DRDO will have
the capacity to develop a hypersonic missile with
scramjet engine in next five years.

India on Monday became the fourth coun-
try after the United States, Russia and China to de-
velop and successfully test hypersonic technology
from APJ Abdul Kalam testing range (Wheeler Is-

atures of over 2500 degrees Celsius as well as air
speed,” said a senior official.

Defence minister Rajnath Singh con gratulated
the DRDO immediately after the test and praised
their efforts to indigenously build a scramjet engine.
He said that it is a landmark achievement towards
realising the vision of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ (self-re-

land) in Balasore, Odisha. This in-
digenous technology will pave the
way towards development of mis-
siles travelling at six times the
speed of sound (Mach 6).

The test of Hypersonic
Test Demonstrator Vehicle
(HSTDV), developed by Defence
Research and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO) was con-
ducted at 11.03 am today using
the Agni missile booster and
lasted for five minutes.

People aware of the devel-
opment said this test means that
the DRDO will have the capacity
to develop a hypersonic missile
with scramjet engine in next five
years, which will have the capac-
ity to travel at more than two kilo-
metres per second. The test was
led by DRDO chief Satheesh
Reddy and his hypersonic missile
team. The HSTDV performed on all parametres, in-
cluding combustion chamber pressure, air intake
and control guidance, the agency said.

At 11.03 am, the Agni missile booster took
the hypersonic vehicle to height of 30 km after
which the latter separated. Thereafter, the vehicle’'s
air intake opened and that led to successfully firing
of the test scramjet engine. The combustion lasted
for more than 20 seconds with the vehicle achiev-
ing a speed of Mach 6. “The vehicle performed
successfully on all the pre-determined parametres
including the ability to handle combustion temper-

liant India).

“The @DRDO _India has
today successfully flight tested
the Hypersonic Technology

Demonstrator Vehicle using the in-
digenously developed scramjet
propulsion system. With this suc-
cess, all critical technologies are
now established to progress to the
next phase,” Singh tweeted.

“l congratulate to DRDO on
this landmark achievement to-
wards realising the Prime Minis-
ter’s vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat.
| spoke to the scientists associ-
ated with the project and congrat-
ulated them on this great
achievement. India is proud of
them,” the defence minister said
in another tweet.

The HSTDV is an unmanned
scramjet demonstration aircraft for
hypersonic speed flight. Besides
its utility for long-range cruise missiles of the fu-
ture, the technology has multiple civilian applica-
tions also. It can be used for launching satellites at
low cost too, according to government officials.

The HSTDV cruise vehicle is mounted on a
solid rocket motor, which will take it to a required
altitude, and once it attains certain mach numbers
for speed, the cruise vehicle will be ejected out of
the launch vehicle. Subsequently, the scramjet en-
gine will be ignited automatically.

Source Courtesy:
Hindustan Times, September 7, 2020

Gurbani Discourse

American Senior Citizens Group
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Sacramento (California)'s weekly Meeting
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A preacher is someone who delivers
religious sermons, usually based on
Gurbani doctrine, to groups of people.
Any person of faith can be a
preacher.

Those who lead congrega-
tions affiliated with a religious de-
nomination and use titles such as
Granthi, will normally have formal
theological training from a Gurmat
school or divinity school. During nor-
mal situation, he is hired by Gurd-
waras. This is not possible during
coronavirus lock out.

Under these circumstances Amer-
ican seniors started Gurbani dis-
courses at Zoom meetings on
Tuesdays from 11: am to 12: noon.
| With due respect translation of Gur-
bani is performed. In order to under-
stand Gurbani discussion is also
allowed.We are fortune that one of
our own members has taken this
Sewa.This person cannot be other
than Mr. Gurpal Singh Khaira.

He is Ex Chief Editor of “The Sikh
Bulletin". He is committed student

(Contd. on next page)
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The book is an opportunity for
upper-caste Indians to learn from
the recent soul-searching over
racial legacies in America.

In her new book, Caste, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author Isabel Wilkerson looks
towards the Indian caste system to
understand the stubborn persistence
of racism in the US. In a similar vein
Indians, particularly in the diaspora,
can look towards the recent soul
searching over white racial privilege
in the US in the wake the Black Lives
Matter protests, to reflect on how

caste-based segregation endures.

The recent caste discrimina-
tion lawsuit launched against Cisco
by the State of California has gener-
ated defensiveness among some in
the Indian immigrant community with
declarations of caste being a thing of
the past and no longer a relevant in-
fluence on diasporic life. In our book
Seeing White: An Introduction to
White Privilege, we explored the
seeming invisibility of whiteness;
white Americans are not conscious of
being white, they perceive them-
selves and their experiences as the
good, normal way of being.

At the same time, they are
hyper aware of other races and the
ways in which people are not
“white”. In much the same way,
upper caste experiences in the Indian
diaspora are often thought of as the
normal or good Indian immigrant suc-
cess story.

The power of selective nostalgia

In a 2019 New York Times
profile, Indira Nooyi the former chief
executive of PepsiCo, a first- genera-
tion Indian immigrant often heralded
for being one of the few high-profile
female CEOs in the US, volunteered
her caste identity. Her family, she
mentioned “was a good, conservative
Brahmin family, deeply steeped in
learning and education. That was the
only focus. The expectation was you
would get, at a minimum, a master’s
degree.”

In openly proclaiming her
upper caste identity, she portrayed
Brahminism in the same romanticised
manner that some white Americans
reminisce about the genteel, elegant
and old-world charm of southern
plantation life. But the gentility of an
old southern plantation lifestyle of
course rested on the horrific extrac-
tion of wealth and profits from the
slave labour of African Americans.

Nostalgia for the elegance of
plantation owners not only represents
an erasure of the brutality of slavery
but also perpetuates a myth of refine-
ment of white in contrast to the sup-
posed lack of refinement of the
non-white who were denied access
to the means of refinement. In the
same way, the proclivity towards ed-

ucation is reflective of the Brahmin
privilege of access to education, a
basic right that was explicitly forbid-
den to those belonging to the Dalit
strata for several centuries.

As a result, Brahmin house-
holds like Nooyi’s often have access
to long legacies of educated family
members and extended networks that
Dalit households with their much

without a corresponding recognition
of the exclusion and oppression it rep-
resents. A growing recognition of the
ongoing harm of such selective nos-
talgia has prompted a re-evaluation of
the popular plantation wedding indus-
try in the US that used to promote
southern slave plantation houses as
romantic sites for wedding celebra-
tions in the genteel southern tradi-
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more recent access to education have
never had the opportunity to build. In
perpetuating the myth of a good
Brahmin tradition of education, Nooyi
follows the same pattern of erasure
and myth making of cultural superior-
ity as southern whiteness.

The Cisco case rests on this
very same reflexive elevation of Brah-
min access to educational networks.
An Indian origin Dalit Cisco engineer
complained about being denied pro-
fessional opportunities by his Brah-
min managers who became aware of
his Dalit status. The managers’ bias,
it seems, stemmed from the engi-
neer’s admission to a prestigious en-
gineering college in India on the basis
of caste-based affirmative action
rather than the caste-based Brahmin
privilege of access to education.

Nooyi or the Cisco managers
are not alone; Indians in the diaspora
often exhibit casual and unthinking
pride in the ritualistic traditions of
their upper castes families like thread
ceremonies and certain dress codes,

Gurbani

(Continue from page 1)
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tion. Hollywood star Ryan Reynolds
recently apologised for having had
such a plantation wedding. Similarly,
the Indian upper caste diaspora, par-
ticularly those in positions of power
like Nooyi, must reflect on the harm
their selective and unthinking memo-
rialisation of upper caste family tradi-
tions of privilege cause those without
the caste access.
What's in a name

Reynold’s apology for a plan-
tation wedding is part of recent a
wave of high-profile awakening on the
cultural glorification of symbols of
segregation in the US. Popular music
bands like Dixie Chics and Lady An-
tebellum have recently accepted their
unthinking complicity in elevating nar-
ratives of superiority by using words
like “Dixie” and “Antebellum” that
are related to a sense of pride in a
pre-emancipation South. A similar
history of names relates to the Indian
caste system. Upper caste Hindus
often use surnames that are caste
names.

Wilkerson's book ‘Caste’ examines similarities between caste in India and race in America

The early 20th century Dra-
vidian movement in Southern India
led by anti-caste reformers like E Ve
Ramaswamy (Periyar) actively cam-
paigned against this practice as a
way to create space for individual
identity and self-respect as opposed
to identities based on caste power.
As a result, the use of caste names
like lyer and lyengar receded for a
time among the Tamil community in
India. Yet the practice is common
now particularly among diaspora
Indians.

In testimonies collected by
the Ambedkar King Study Circle Cal-
ifornia, several Dalit immigrants men-
tion discomfort with frequent probing
of names among Indian community
groups and colleagues in order to dis-
cern caste identity. Similar to the re-
think over words like Dixie and
Antebellum, those with upper caste
Indian heritage must reflect on the
culture of names that evoke caste
dominance.

Who belongs where

In her comparison of white
racial privilege to caste privilege Wilk-
erson mentions that while attending
academic conferences on caste in the
US, she began to recognise South
Asians from dominant castes by the
way they seemed to have a “certitude
of being,” a confidence about their
place in life. It is this certitude that In-
dira Nooyi exhibited when she pref-
aced her comments about her family
by saying “we never lacked for any-
thing, but we didn’t have much.”

In openly proclaiming both
her Brahminical identity as well as her
lack of class privilege Nooyi and
many successful upper caste Indians
signal a story of individual achieve-
ment where caste privilege either no
longer exists or is rapidly fading. Yet
the same open declaration of lower
class origins would not be possible
for someone from a Dalit background
without a fear of their achievements
being diminished as the outcome of
undeserving affirmative action as
seems to have been the experience in
the Cisco case.

Concluding her exploration of
caste and race, Wilkerson mentions
that racial privilege will continue to
persist unless every one examines the
ways they feed into the structure of
white dominance in small and large
ways through everyday actions. Sim-
ilarly upper caste Indian immigrants
must reconcile an awareness of the
structural privileges they have inher-
ited even as they find ways to cele-
brate their personal successes and
family histories.

Ramya Vijaya is Professor of
Economics at Stockton University.
Source Courtesy: Scroll
5 September 2020
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As Virus Cases Rise, India Faces "Human, Economic Catastrophe”: Report

The 35-year-old tutor started feeling
feverish in April, while bringing his fa-
ther home from a chemotherapy ap-
pointment in the Indian financial
capital. When a test confirmed Trib-
huvan was infected, the local health
system's reaction was shambolic.

The novel coronavirus
seemed like a distant problem in
Boisar, a small factory town about
two hours from Mumbai, until Daniel
Tribhuvan died.

The 35-year-old tutor started
feeling feverish in April, while bring-
ing his father home from a
chemotherapy appointment in the In-
dian financial capital. When a test
confirmed Tribhuvan was in-
fected, the local health sys-
tem's reaction was
shambolic. After he checked
into a public hospital, the
first thing they did was try [&
to pawn him off to a private
facility in Mumbai. The am-
bulance turned around
halfway when they discov-
ered he couldn't pay. Back
at the public hospital, a doc-
tor didn't see him for three
days, and when an elderly
man occupying a bed
nearby died, his body was-
n't collected for 12 hours.
After a week, Tribhuvan's
blood-oxygen levels were
dangerously low. He died on
May 17, becoming Boisar's
first confirmed fatality from
Covid-19.

"I think he would have sur-
vived if the system was good,”
Samuel Tribhuvan, Daniel's older
brother, said in a recent interview at
Boisar's local administrative office, in-
side a rundown building that also
houses a liquor store and a portrait
studio. "This is the worst place
where we could get the coronavirus."
Six months after the start of the pan-
demic-as the developed world tries to
restore some semblance of normalcy-
the virus is arriving with a vengeance
in India's vast hinterland, where 70%
of its more than 1.3 billion citizens
live. The country is now adding more
than 80,000 confirmed infections per
day, with about 71,000 deaths so far,
numbers experts say are likely being
under-counted. On Monday it gal-
loped past Brazil to become the
world's second-biggest outbreak, a
sobering preview of what could hap-
pen once the coronavirus spreads in
earnest across other poor, densely
populated places from Nigeria to
Myanmar. With such a vast reservoir
of potential hosts and minimal ability
to contain infections, it seems in-
evitable that India will at some point
overtake the U.S. to have the most
cases globally.

The result is likely to be a
human and economic catastrophe,
risking untold numbers of deaths and
the reversal of years of rising incomes
and living standards-developments
that helped lift millions of people from
grinding poverty into something like
the middle class. The broader effects
won't be confined to the
subcontinent.

With a gross domestic prod-
uct last year of almost $3 trillion,
India is the world's fifth-largest econ-
omy and a crucial node in global sup-
ply chains. Despite the troubled state
of its own medical system, it is by far
the largest producer of both vaccines
and the generic drugs that healthcare
systems around the world rely upon.
And with Asia's economic giant,
China, turning increasingly inwards,
companies from Wal-Mart Stores Inc.
to Facebook Inc. had been investing
heavily in India, betting on its rising
consumer market. India's trouble con-
taining the virus, therefore, could
weigh on any global recovery from

by decisively interrupting daily life for
the entire nation seemed like a laud-
able goal.

But the dense slums that
house large numbers of the urban
poor proved particularly hospitable to
the spread of the highly contagious
pathogen. Meaningful social distanc-
ing was often impossible, while infec-
tions could spread widely before
coming to the attention of healthcare
workers. Government efforts largely
failed to match the scale of the prob-
lem, with testing and contact tracing
typically one step behind the virus.
While officials procured ventilators,
constructed field hospitals, and even

the coronavirus-either epidemiological
or economic.

With infections gathering
pace, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
facing criticism for not doing more to
help the state and local-level officials
on the front lines of fighting the virus,
who face an excruciating choice. Fail-
ing to stop its spread could mean the
collapse of already-fragile healthcare
systems, potentially leaving thou-
sands to die untreated. But the dis-
tancing measures that most experts
see as essential to doing so will
worsen an economic contraction
that's already among the world's
most severe, making it even more dif-
ficult for India to resume its progress
toward broader prosperity and ham-
pering the global recovery. That could
ultimately cause just as many deaths,
whether from malnutrition, other in-
fectious diseases, or even suicide.

As the virus spreads through-
out India, "the most immediate thing
that will happen is people will die,"
said Vivekanand Jha, executive direc-
tor of the Indian branch of the Syd-
ney-based George Institute for Global
Health. "The second is that the peo-
ple who have not died will lose their
livelihoods."

When PM Modi announced,
on March 24, that his government
would institute the broadest coron-
avirus lockdown in the world, many
experts were impressed. Officially,
there were only about 500 cases in
India at the time, mainly in large cities
and traceable to travelers from
abroad. Stamping out the virus-or at
least keeping it from spreading into
the vast and vulnerable countryside-

converted train carriages into
makeshift isolation units, hospitals in
Mumbai and New Delhi were still
overwhelmed. Patients were turned
away for lack of beds and bodies
were left unattended in corridors,
conditions that developed-world cities
like Milan managed to avoid at even
the worst points in their outbreaks.
Meanwhile the economic toll of the
lockdown, which PM Modi extended
repeatedly as new case numbers re-
mained stubbornly high, was mount-
ing. GDP contracted by almost 24%
between April and June, throwing
more than 120 million people out of
work. Unlike in the U.S. and Europe,
there was little financial support avail-
able. The Reserve Bank of India's
index of consumer confidence col-
lapsed in May, and then plunged to an
all-time low in July, the most recent
survey. For some, the situation was
desperate. Five weeks into the lock-
down, which was enforced by police
and barred most people from leaving
their homes except for groceries and
medical care, a survey of rural house-
holds by Oxfam found that half had
cut back on the number of meals they
ate, and a quarter had been forced to
ask others for food.

The biggest impact was on
the millions of people from rural areas
who staff factories, sell snacks, shine
shoes, and do odd jobs of all kinds in
India's major cities. Dependent on
daily wages to survive, many found
themselves with no place to sleep
and nothing to eat after their jobs dis-
appeared, leaving them little choice
but to return to their home towns.
With trains and buses halted by the

lockdown, some had to simply walk,
forming columns on highways that
were reminiscent of Partition, the
bloody separation of India and Pak-
istan in 1947-and almost certainly
spreading the virus across the coun-
tryside.

Faced with such desperation,
PM Modi had little choice but to end
the lockdown in early June, even as
infections continued to rise. The "un-
lock," as it came to be known, saw
even more of these migrant workers
return to their villages, seeding the
new outbreaks now being seen in
ever more remote parts of the
country.

India has a large and
innovative healthcare indus-
try, but private operators
are focused on big cities
and the wealthier patients
who live in them. In rural
areas, medical care falls to
the creaking public health
system, which is often ab-
surdly under-resourced.

Built on the side of a
dirt highway in the Khair
sub-district of Uttar
Pradesh, one of India's
poorest states, a two-story
community health center
serves as the main source
of care for a population of
about 225,000. The mod-
est facility has no intensive
care unit, and when
Bloomberg News visited
early this month, its six oxygen cylin-
ders had all been designated for use
in ambulances. About 60 Covid-19
patients were in home isolation in
Khair at the time; if one of them took
a turn for the worse, the best the
clinic could offer would be a ride to
the nearest city, an hour's drive away.
"The district administration is trying
to create new centers," said Shailen-
dra Kumar, the clinic's manager. But
for now, the increasing number of in-
fected people in Khair can only hope
the virus doesn't hit them hard.

Uttar Pradesh has more than
200 million inhabitants, making it
India's most populous state. But its
rural health system is the most under-
staffed in the country, with just 2.7
doctors for every 100,000 people.
(The rate in the U.S. is a little under
10 times higher.) The numbers else-
where aren't much better. Only 40
percent of India's physicians work in
the countryside, even though it's
home to more than two-thirds of the
population.

In the district that contains
Boisar, the town where Tribhuvan
died, "we do not have enough man-
power to cater to this population,”
Abhijit Khandare, a state health offi-
cer, said in an interview at a local
community center. "We pulled man-
power from other villages" to deal
with spikes in Covid-19 cases, he
said, "but now the other villages are
affected too."

In an attempt to fill the gap,
local officials are even pressing teach-
ers into service as healthcare aides.
Schools remain closed due to the

Contd. on page 5)
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It's 2020, And We Still Don’t Have An Iconic Dalit Hero In Bollywood

Dalits are often invisibilised in Hindi
cinema, and even when they appear
on screen, they are shown as power-
less, wretched or dependent upon the
patronage of the social elites.

When a Bollywood ‘hero’ is
not stalking women on screen or
treating them like inanimate posses-
sions, he can be a larger-than-life
character who is charming and fun to
watch. While we know they are play-
ing fictional characters, there’s a way
that a good actor embraces them and
makes them look almost real. While
there are dangers to it, say if they are
playing glorified harassers aka Kabir
Singh they can end up normalising
and romanticising harassment in a
country where gendered abuse is
rampant. On the other hand, when
they play characters that show
courage and determination (like Shah
Rukh Khan in Chak De! India) or lead-
ership abilities (like Aamir Khan in La-
gaan), they both entertain and inspire
the audience. The ‘hero’ in a Bolly-
wood film is often bestowed with su-
perhuman skills, grace and humanity.
However, such gracious credentials
are often unavailable to the Dalit char-
acters. The possibility that a Dalit
character can be imagined with simi-
lar heroic attributes or can be pre-
sented as a popular alpha hero- are
yet to find respectable space in the
mainstream Hindi cinema.

Director Prakash Jha’s recent
release Pareeksha on Zeeb endorses
the conventional archetypes of the
Dalit lives and presents a stereotypi-
cal picture of Dalit depravity. The
story is about a poor Dalit rickshaw
puller, Buchchi Paswan (played well
by Adil Hussain), who becomes a
petty thief only to make his prodi-
gious son study in one of the most
prestigious schools of Ranchi. The
plot is interesting and pregnant with
thrilling possibilities; however, the di-
rector has treated the story with min-
imal imagination and unapologetically
endorses the stereotypical cultural
values and moralities by which the
social elites imagine the Dalit world.
The Dalits are often invisibilised in
Hindi cinema, and even when they
appear on screen, they are shown as
powerless, wretched or dependent
upon the patronage of the social
elites. We all remember the realistic
‘parallel cinema’ of 1980s, especially
films like Damul, Nishant, Paar,
Sadgati, that presented heart
wrenching narratives about Dalit ex-

ploitation and marginalisation in feu-
dal village societies. Though, Pareek-
sha is set in contemporary urban
context, however Buchchi’s social
and class location emulate the condi-
tions portrayed in the ‘parallel cin-
ema’ mentioned above. He s
wretched, powerless and a petty
criminal. The only improvisation it of-
fers is that it presents Bulbul (actor
Shubham), the son of Buchchi as an
extremely talented, nice and hard-
working student. Otherwise, the nar-
rative is a monotonous tale of
poverty, discrimination and state vio-
lence against the poorest working
classes.

The depressing narrative of
the film is close to the social reality
of a majority of Dalits who have been
perpetually living under brutal Brah-
manical exploitation. While this narra-
tive is necessary and important, as it
holds perpetrators of caste violence
accountable, we often also crave the
larger-than-life, fascinating, entertain-
ing depiction of a ‘hero’, that has
been forever denied to Dalit charac-
ters. It is important to show Dalits as
heroes and not just sad, passive be-
ings in popular cinema too.

A lopsided representation
such as this neglects the fact that a
new educated Dalit class has entered
into the corridors of power in India. In
electoral politics, especially in Maha-
rashtra, Bihar, Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh, Dalits have emerged as in-
fluential participants. Dalits are in-
creasingly becoming a part of civil
society activism, enthusiastic and
valuable voices in intellectual and
artistic circles and have offered mean-
ingful leadership to social and political
causes.

In the post-liberalisation
process, a new stage for Dalit repre-
sentations in Hindi cinema is visible.
Films like Aakrosh (2010) and Aarak-
shan (2011) had showcased the
changed social and political spaces
and portrayed the Dalit characters as
self-conscious beings with middle
class aspirations. Subhash Kapoor’s
Guddu Rangeela (2015) breaks the
stereotype and improvises the pas-
sive narratives that dominates the de-
piction of Dalit characters. Inspired by
the infamous Manoj-Babli honour-
killing case, the film revolves around
Rangeela (Arshad Warsi) who falls in
love with the woman from the domi-
nant caste and responds to the feudal
caste violence and atrocities with

mainstream heroic logic. The film al-
lows the Dalit characters to use the
traditional tropes of Bollywood re-
venge dramas to acquire justice for
himself. He annihilates violent, op-
pressive feudal lords in a gun battle.
Rangeela is a subversive and an orig-
inal character, almost like a Tarantino-
esque version of Dalit hero.

Similarly, in Neeraj Ghaywan'’s
Masaan (2015) Deepak (Vickey
Kaushal) is a dom by caste that
works in cremation ghat and burns
dead bodies. However, Deepak is an
aspirational man with desires to cross
the borders of a caste-based society.
He studies engineering and falls in
love with Shaalu, an upper caste girl.
Importantly, when Deepak tells her
about the perils of his caste’s profes-
sion (including that he also burns the
corpses), Shaalu remains firm and
tells him that she will be with him
even if her parents refuse. Masaan’s
narrative is one of hope. It shows not
only the courage of the Dalit protag-
onist, but also the evolution of a
handful of upper caste people like
Deepak’s partner.

Masaan presents a Dalit hero
that wishes to fall in love, one that
cries after the heartbreak and
reignites his life like a normal person.
Exploring the Dalit body as an ordi-
nary emotional being was a fresh ex-
periment in Hindi cinema.

Nawazuddin Siddiqui starrer
Manijhi- the Mountain Man (2015) is
another love story, based on the biog-
raphy of iconic activist Dasarath Man-
jhi.  Manjhi survives in extreme
poverty and exploitative caste based
feudal order. After the accidental
death of his loving wife, Manjhi dedi-
cates his life to an emotional cause
and single handedly builds a road—
cutting a huge mountain, so that peo-
ple can reach the city hospital quickly.
To operate according to self-passion
and intent is not a conventional Dalit
role in the scheme of Hindi films,
which Manjhi’s story breaks and sub-
verts. He is presented as a man that
possesses raw sensations and deep
passion — attributes that are often

reserved for the upper caste
characters.
Earlier films, like, Rajneeti,

Eklavya and recently Sonchiriya, and
Mukkabaaz, have presented nuanced
versions of contemporary Dalit lives
in the post-liberalisation era. These
films have negated the conventional
stereotypes of Dalit representation

and shifted the focus towards the
new aspirational Dalits that have
emerged in cities and mofussil towns.
He is picturised as a robust claimant
of dignity and an upholder of heroic
credentials, thus endorsing a Dalit in-
dividual’s triumph in social and polit-
ical spaces. With recent films like
Newton and Article 15, it appeared
that Bollywood is now slowly getting
ready to play with heterogeneous
Dalit identities.

Pareeksha on the other hand,
reintroduces the conventional attrib-
utes of Dalit life without bringing the
changed economic and political con-
text in to the discussion.

In the narratives of contempo-
rary Hindi cinema, only on occasion
the Dalit is picturised as a robust
claimant of dignity or an upholder of
popular heroic credentials. For exam-
ple, Rajanikant starrer Kabali (2016)
and Kaala (2018) has substantively
redefined the Dalit protagonist in
Tamil cinema. It portrayed them as
powerful and inspiring, walking shoul-
der to shoulder with characters be-
longing to the dominant caste. In
Hindi cinema, similar possibilities
have mostly been avoided. To imagine
the Dalit person as a liberator, icon or
a role model, even in the fiction, has
cursorily been denied. The hero per-
petually remains a custodian in the
upper caste body.

A Dalit character as an alpha
male/female popular hero is still a dis-
tant dream. The possibility that the
Dalit character or a person from mar-
ginalised social background may
enter to transform the terrible social
structure by ‘fist of fury’ or by philan-
thropist grace is not an admissible
topic for Bollywood narratives. Such
transgressive and superhuman capac-
ities are allowed mainly to the social
elites. The upper caste character is
the perpetual vanguard or philanthro-
pist, and only he can only fulfil the
aspirations of the poor, but similar
power and space is unavailable to the
Dalit characters.

The Dalit is still waiting for a
bold Bollywood drama that would
radically transform the passive Dalit
subjectivity and would confirm the ar-
rival of a populist Dalit hero.

Harish S. Wankhede
is a film enthusiast and
teaches Political Studies at JNU.
Source Courtesy: Huffington Post |
By Harish S. Wankhede
6 September 2020

'Gaganyaan'; Russia begins producing space suits for India’s first manned mission to space

Russian research and development
Enterprise 'Zvezda' has started man-
ufacturing space suits for the Indian
astronauts, who are likely to be part
of India's first manned space mission
'Gaganyaan’', a Russian organisation
said on Monday. Four astronauts
shortlisted for Gaganyaan, India's
first manned space mission, resumed
their training in Russia in May after it
was put on hold due to COVID-19
scare.

"Research, Development and
Production Enterprise Zvezda, a sub-
sidiary of Russian space organisation

Roscosmos, has started manufactur-
ing personal flight equipment for the
Indian cosmonauts undergoing train-
ing in Russia," said Glavkosmos on
Monday.

"On September 3, Indian cos-
monauts who have been training for
spaceflight in Russia under the con-
tract of Glavkosmos visited Zvezda,
where their anthropometric parame-
ters were measured for the subse-
quent production of spacesuits. The
contract also provides for the produc-
tion of individual seats and custom-

(Contd. on page 7)
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Nehru's Vision Of The Indian Republic

(Extract from the Presidential
Address to the
Lucknow Congress Session)

I am convinced that the only key to
the solution of the world’s problems
and of India’s problems lies in social-
ism, and when | use this word | do so
not in a vague humanitarian way but
in the scientific, economic sense.

Socialism is, however, some-
thing even more than an economic
doctrine; it is a philosophy of life and
as such also it appeals to me.

| see no way of ending the
poverty, the vast unemployment, the
degradation and the subjection of the
Indian people except through social-
ism. That involves vast and revolu-
tionary changes in our political and
social structure, the ending of vested
interests in land and industry, as well
as the feudal and autocratic Indian
States system. That means the end-
ing of private property, except in a re-
stricted sense, and the replacement
of the present profit system by a
higher ideal of co-operative service. It
means ultimately a change in our in-
stincts and habits and desires. In
short, it means a new civilisation,
radically different from the present
capitalist order.
RUSSIAN EXAMPLE

Some glimpse we can have of
this new civilisation in the territories
of the U.S.S.R. Much has happened
there which has pained me greatly
and with which | disagree, but | look
upon that great and fascinating un-
folding of a new order and a new civ-
ilization as the most promising
feature of our dismal age. If the future
is full of hope it is largely because of
Soviet Russia and what it has done,
and | am convinced that, if some
world catastrophe does not intervene,

this new civilisation will spread to
other lands and put an end to the
wars and conflicts which capitalism
feeds.

| do not know how or when
this new order will come to India. |

imagine that every country will fash-
ion it after its own way and fit it in
with its national genius. But the es-
sential basis of that order must re-
main and be a link in this world order
that will emerge out of the present
chaos. Socialism is thus for me not
merely an economic doctrine which |

favour; it is a vital creed which | hold
with all my head and heart. | work for
Indian independence because the na-
tionalist in me cannot tolerate alien
domination! | work for it even more
because for me it is the inevitable
step to social and
economic changes.
| should like the
Congress to be-
come a socialist or-
ganisation and to
join hands with the
other forces in the

world who are
working for the
new civilisation.

But | realise that
the majority in the
Congress, as it is
constituted to-day,
may not be pre-
pared to go thus
far. We are a na-
tionalist organisa-
tion and we think
and work on the na-
tionalist plane.

It is evident
enough now that
this is too narrow
even for the limited
objective of political
independence, and
so we talk of the
masses and their
economic  needs.
But still most of us
hesitate, because of our nationalist
backgrounds, to take a step which
might frighten away some vested in-
terests. Most of those interests are al-
ready ranged against us and we can
expect little from them except oppo-
sition even in the political struggle.

Much as | wish for the ad-

vancement
of social-
ism in this
country, |
have no de-
sire to
force the
issue in the
Congress
a n d
thereby i
create diffi- |
culties in LJ
the way of

the way of | NEERAJ PAUL
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shall co-operate gladly and with all
the strength in me with all those who
work for independence even though
they do not agree with the socialist
solution. But | shall do so stating my
position frankly and hoping in course
of time to convert the Congress and,
the country to it, for only thus can |
see it achieving independence.

It should surely be possible
for all of us who believe in independ-
ence to join our ranks together even
though we might differ on the social
issue. The Congress has been in the
past a broad front representing vari-
ous opinions joined together by that
common bond. It must continue as
such even though the difference of
those opinions becomes more
marked. How does Socialism fit in
with the present ideology of the Con-
gress? | do not think it does. | believe
in the rapid industrialisation of the
country and only thus | think will the
standards of the people raise sub-
stantially and poverty be combated.

Source Courtesy: Socialist India,
Vol.X No.8, 1975

As Virus Cases Rise, India Faces "Human, Economic Catastrophe”: Report

Continue from page 3)
pandemic, but they provide a ready
source of educated workers who are
known in the community, an impor-
tant factor in gaining trust. Last
week, about 50 of them gathered in
a brightly painted Boisar meeting
room for a day of training. They were
told their primary job would be to ex-
ecute a strategy pioneered in Dharavi,
a Mumbai slum where the virus was
successfully brought under control
in June.

The teachers would be going
door-to-door through the district, ask-
ing whether anyone in a home had
symptoms and referring those who
did for testing. In addition to breaking
chains of transmission, the goal is to
get infected people treated early,
avoiding the common problem of se-
verely ill patients arriving too late for
doctors to be able to help. The group
had spent the day seated on plastic
chairs in front of a panel of public
health workers, being instructed on
how to read an oximeter and social-
distancing strategies for people who
live in tight quarters.

While masks have become
commonplace across India, physical
distancing largely hasn't, despite reg-
ular government campaigns and offi-
cial reminders. In the countryside,

markets where farmers and mer-
chants gather to do business are still
packed with people, and day laborers
pile together into the back of small
trucks to travel to job sites. Tea stalls
and corner stores are doing little to
prevent crowds forming.

In part, this may be a function
of complacency about the dangers of
Covid-19. With case numbers explod-
ing, PM Modi's government has been
emphasizing India's fatality rate-
which at about 1.75% is among the
lowest in the world-as evidence that
it's managing the disease success-
fully. Experts are skeptical, however,
that deaths are being counted com-
prehensively, and even if they are, the
relative youth of India's population
compared with virus hotspots like
Italy or Florida is a likelier explanation.
Relatively lax attitudes to distancing
could also owe something to the fact
that, even in a worst-case scenario,
the coronavirus is just one on a long
list of diseases that can kill a person
in rural parts of the subcontinent.
Some 79,000 Indians died last year
from tuberculosis, an infection that's
now relatively rare in the developed
world. A mother dies in childbirth
roughly every 20 minutes. Even lep-
rosy is still an active problem.

Meanwhile, fear of impover-

ishment is starting to outstrip fear of
Covid-19, a trend exacerbated as mi-
grant workers return to the cities. The
lockdown and economic slump
means many poor families have suf-
fered a double blow: the loss of re-
mittances, plus more mouths to feed
at home.

Until the lockdown, 22-year-
old Manoj Kumar earned about
14,000 rupees ($191) a month mak-
ing car seats at a factory outside
Delhi, sending almost everything he
earned back to his family. But Mr
Kumar's job disappeared in March
and now he's back in his village,
about 150 kilometers (93 miles) from
the capital, in a one-room house with
nine other family members. The only
person with a job is his mother, who
earns about 6,000 rupees monthly as
a part-time health worker. To survive,
the family has had to borrow money
at rates as high as 30%.

"Everyone is scared of co-
rona," Mr Kumar said, sitting cross-
legged on the floor of his home,
where the family had used rows of
low red bricks to demarcate the
kitchen and a tiny sitting area. "We
live in fear, but how long can we go
on like this?"

The impact of this kind of fi-
nancial strain is beginning to ripple

across society. Delhi is recording
higher rates of petty crime, while one
mental health expert estimated sui-
cides may have soared by as much as
70% nationwide. Unwanted pregnan-
cies have spiked, child labor is on the
rise, and activists warn that the
scarcity of opportunity is intensifying
caste and religious prejudices. That
all of these trends derive, at least in
part, from the response to the coron-
avirus, rather than the pathogen it-
self, highlights the precariousness of
India's situation. It's one likely to play
out elsewhere as the pandemic's epi-
center shifts to poorer nations, where
the challenges of containing the virus
will dwarf those of countries like the
U.S.-and likely drag on the developed
world's ultimate recovery as well. Our
concern here is the large population
with limited resources to combat it-
but that's also a concern for the rest
of the world," said K. Srinath Reddy,
president of the Public Health Foun-
dation of India in New Delhi. "No
country is safe until every country is
safe. The virus can surge anywhere
and then spring up anywhere else be-
cause the world is connected.”

--With assistance from Manish Modi

and Karthikeyan Sundaram.
Source Courtesy: NDTV
September 8, 2020
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Indian prisons in dire straits: 7 in 10 undertrials, 1 in 3 Dalit or tribal

Seven in 10 of the 478,600
people in prison in Indian jails are
under trial, according to the 2019

National Crime Records Bureau

(NCRB) data on prisons
Anil* (26) and Suresh* (36), both
from scheduled caste (SC) or dalit
communities, have been under trial
for a case of attempt to murder in
western Maharashtra since November
2016. The case has cost them lakhs
of rupees, and the nearly five months
they spent in jail cost them regular
employment and economic stress--a
setback they are yet to recover from.
They got bail in late March 2017 but
the case continues--they claim it is
false and was filed after they had a
run-in with a dominant caste group in
their locality. Anil and Suresh’s case
is somewhat typical--37% of under-
trials spent between three months
and a year in jail in 2019, without
even having been convicted of a
crime. These long periods of incarcer-
ation can not only lead the prisoners
and their families financially and emo-
tionally devastated, but can deal a
long-lasting blow to their chances of
employment and societal reintegra-
tion, leaving some groups susceptible
to profiling and subsequently charged
with crimes repeatedly.

Seven in 10 of the 478,600
people in prison in Indian jails are
under trial, according to the 2019 Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
data on prisons released in August
2020. Only 14 countries in the world
have a higher proportion of undertrial
or remand prisoners.

A majority of India’s undertri-
als, like Anil and Suresh, are from
marginalised castes. In the 17 years
to 2019, nearly two in three (64%)
on average were from the SCs
(21.7%), scheduled tribes (STs or adi-
vasi communities, 12.3%), and other
backward classes (OBCs, 30%).

Further, more than one in five
(21.5%) undertrials were Muslim, the
highest proportion among religious
minorities. (Data on inmates’ caste
and religion were not released for the
year 2016.)

Caste prejudices and over-
policing of certain communities are
important social factors behind the
significant presence of marginalised
caste groups in jails, experts told In-
diaSpend. When exacerbated by
poverty, the high cost of litigation,
and the poor quality of free legal aid,
the result is that social inequities in
society get replicated inside of
prisons.

Role of social inequality

“The issue of overrepresenta-
tion of minorities is a worldwide phe-
nomenon, not particular to India,”
said Vijay Raghavan, professor, Cen-
tre for Criminology and Justice at the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS) and project director of Prayas,
a field action project working on crim-
inal justice.

Custodial populations hold a
mirror to the social inequalities and
discrimination that exists in society
and the socio-economic processes
push certain communities to the mar-
gins, Raghavan said. There are two

ways to study the problem, he
pointed out: one focussing on the
lack of opportunities that push mem-
bers of marginal communities into a
life of crime, and another on the sys-
temic bias against minorities which
leaves them more vulnerable to ar-
rest. “My opinion is that it is a mix of
both,” said Raghavan.
‘Poverty is a major reason’

Although there have been in-
terventions and reforms introduced
by the legislature and the judiciary,
“the extent and duration of undertrial
incarceration [is] on the rise” and
“such incarceration has a dispropor-
tionate impact on the most socio-
economically vulnerable sections of
society”, noted a 2017 paper ‘Bail
and Incarceration: The State of Un-
dertrial Prisoners in India’ by re-
searchers Aparna Chandra and
Keerthana Medarametla.

Deeply entrenched prejudices,
structural and procedural blockages in
the criminal justice system, delayed
investigation, deficient prosecution
system, and inadequate funding for
judiciary were among some of the is-
sues for high incarceration of dalits
and adivasis, noted a 2018 report by
National Dalit Movement for Justice
(NDMJ)-National Campaign on Dalit
Human Rights (NCDHR), a coalition
of Dalit human rights activists and
academics.

“Poverty is a major reason for
so many undertrials in jail,” said
Rahul Singh, director, NDMJ-NCDHR,
advocate in the Delhi high court, and
author of the report. SCs and STs are
among the poorest in India, with five
of 10 falling in the lowest wealth
bracket. SC and ST households earn
21% and 34 %, respectively, less than
the national average while OBC
households fare better but still earn
8% or Rs 9,123 less than the annual
Indian average, IndiaSpend reported
in January 2019.

Anil, whose family depends
on farm labour for its livelihood, had
to sell a vehicle to fund legal costs
and bail. He is unable to find a gov-
ernment job because of the case.
Suresh does computer repair work.

In November 2016, they had
an altercation with a man who suf-
fered a paralytic stroke after a few
days of the incident. “There was
fighting and cursing. Although his
stroke had nothing to do with our
fight, under pressure from the domi-
nant caste group the case was made
to look as though it was a result of
the altercation,” said Anil.

Both Anil and Suresh are as-
sociated with the Dalit rights move-
ment which is helping them access
legal support. Suresh had been given
police protection because he was wit-
ness to the murder of a Dalit activist
in 2013 but this has been removed
after the attempt to murder allega-
tions. “The accused in murder were
from the dominant caste,” he said.

Counter-cases are often filed
against marginalised castes and mi-
norities who may have filed a case of
atrocity. “The investigation and trial
in these counter cases will be speedy,
while the cases filed by dalits and adi-

vasis against dominant caste commu-
nities will be slow,” said Singh.
Poor legal aid and representation

An undertrial’s condition in a
jail depends mostly on the availability
of family and financial support,
Raghavan wrote in ‘Justice Frus-
trated: The Systemic Impact of De-
lays in Indian Courts’, a collection of
essays on the Indian judicial system
co-published by Daksh, a civil society
organisation. Those who have the
support are able to access a “decent”
lawyer, meet family members during
supervised prison visits, rarely miss
court dates due to the non-availability
of police escorts, have funds to buy
coupons for daily item, and “grease
the palm of prison officials or convict
warders” to access better facilities
such as a mattress or better venti-
lated space, the essay said.

Undertrials without the criti-
cal family or financial support have a
considerably harder time in prison.
“First, they have no or poor legal rep-
resentation,” Raghavan noted in his
essay. The lawyer may take “what-
ever money the undertrial prisoners
are able to arrange through family or
friends with the promise of getting
them out on bail”, but “vanish once
they are transferred from police cus-
tody to prison (judicial custody)”.

Experts were of the view that
the quality of legal services, particu-
larly free legal aid in India, is poor.
Nearly 80% of India’s population
qualifies for legal aid, but since 1995,
only 15 million have been provided
legal services and advice by the Legal
Services Institutions established
under the Legal Services Authorities
Act, 1987, IndiaSpend reported on
February 11.

“Legal aid lawyers do not put
in [enough] effort and present the
case well,” said Suresh. “It is as if
they want us to remain in prison.”

“Quality legal representation
is not only an individual’s right but
has the role of a security valve to en-
sure that no person is imprisoned un-
necessarily,” said Siddhrath Lamba,
project officer, Prison Reforms Pro-
gramme, Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative (CHRI). The cost of
litigation should not be an issue--Ar-
ticle 39A of the Constitution provides
for free legal aid to those who cannot
afford it. “However, the reality is far
from the ideals of Article 39A,”
Lamba said.

“The quality of legal aid and
services in this country is abysmal,”
said Nikita Sonavane, lawyer and co-
founder, Criminal Justice and Police
Accountability Project, a Bhopal-
based organisation that works with
tribal groups stigmatised by the crim-
inal justice system. Only those who
have no resources seek legal aid serv-
ices and undertrials would rather
incur a debt and employ a private
lawyer, she pointed out. Legal aid
lawyers are not paid well and have no
incentive to perform well, she added.
In the case of Anil and Suresh, they
have together spent nearly Rs 3 lakh
since 2016. The cost of litigation ex-
cluding the lawyer’s fees increases if
the case is appealed in a higher court.

Even before a first information report
is filed, and the case gets registered
and becomes a part of the criminal
justice system and before legal aid is
available, “costs” are incurred at po-
lice stations in the form of bribes,
said Sonavane.

The lack of financial re-
sources encourages the rise of mid-
dle-men who provide sureties at a
cost. “Middle men can also be
lawyers. They have a clientele who
are from marginalised communities
and interested in doing bail because
they get a cut,” said Sonavane.

While legal aid is a problem,
the lack of awareness among under-
trials about parole and bail rules also
results in longer incarceration. As per
NCRB’s 2019 prison data, 28.6% of
undertrials in India are illiterate and
40.7% were not educated beyond
grade X.

Unnecessary arrests, over-policing

India’s prisons are over-
crowded with an average occupancy
rate of 118.5% in 2019, as per
NCRB data.

There is a tendency for the
police to make “unnecessary arrests”,
said Raghavan of TISS. This happens
despite the Supreme Court ruling that
suspects in crimes punishable by less
than seven vyears of incarceration
should not ordinarily be arrested. “But
the police feel that if arrests are not
made, it leads to a lack of trust in law
enforcement. So there is pressure on
the police,” he said.

“Unnecessary incarceration is
primarily a result of poor or no legal
representation and the failure of
mechanisms such as the Undertrial
Review Committees [an oversight
mechanism headed by a judicial offi-
cer with representation from the dis-
trict administration, probation, police

and prison departments],” said
Lamba of CHRI.

Once persons, particularly
those from marginalised social

groups, are registered in the criminal
justice system, they tend to be tar-
geted and profiled for offences re-
peatedly. This is the case with
denotified tribes like Pardhis in Mad-
hya Pradesh or Kuruvas in Tamil Nadu
who were considered criminal tribes
by the colonial administration under
the Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 [re-
pealed in 1952], where the legacy of
profiling and stigmatisation
continues.

Such communities, including
children, are vulnerable to illegal de-
tentions, false confessional state-
ments and arrests. They have no
means to seek bail. “We have a bail
system which requires furnishing of
sureties. This requires people to have
assets like vehicles and property and
most of those from marginalised
communities may not have any,” said
Sonavane.

The police are allowed to give
bail for bailable offences but it hardly
ever happens. “Again this is because
of a fear of allegations of discrepan-
cies and corruption in the police,”
said Raghavan.

But Sonavane believes that

(Contd. on page 12)
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The Public Sector For Public Good - T.A. Pai

The following is the text of the
Mohan Kumaramangalam lecture
delivered at Calcutta
on December 7, 1974.
| consider it a privilege to be called
upon to speak in a series of lectures
organised in memory of Mohan Ku-
maramangalam. | consider it a privi-
lege not only because | happened to
know him well but because he was a
significant force in the development
of our policies and attitudes towards

industrialisation of our country.

You are aware that Kumara-
mangalam was a great protagonist of
the public sector. You are also aware
that Shri Kumaramangalam firmly be-
lieved that the public sector in the
country must secure the command-
ing heights of our economy. What |
propose to briefly state today is that
Kumaramangalam's commitment to
the Public Sector in India as integral
to its structure was not motivated by
any political ideology or theological
fetish but derived from a very deep
sense of understanding of the reali-
ties of Indian economy and the direc-
tion in which it could progress.
MAIN TASK

It will be necessary to under-
stand certain basic realities in the
economic situation in India as it was
when we became independent, as it
grew and as it is today. For that, it
will also be relevant to postulate in
the first instance that it is not possi-
ble to isolate the economic realities
and to delink them from the social
and political realities in which they
abide. No economic policy per se can
be framed in isolation and has neces-
sarily to be framed as integral to a
total socio-economic policy.

We inherited a semi-colonial
economy with substantial investment
from abroad in high profit-yielding
consumption areas are very low in-
vestment in the areas which provide
the guts to the industrial process as
well as to the economy. The econ-
omy, as we inherited, did have certain
Indian participation, but that was pre-
dominantly in trade. The task, there-
fore, was to convert a semi-colonial,
semi-mercantile economy into a self-
reliant, self-sustaining industrial
economy.

It was also not that this
process of conversion could be done
by adopting simplistic premises or by
enjoining stringent disciplines with re-
gard to production and consumption.
The first task was to build the foun-

dation as well as the core of our
economy - and that needed substan-
tial investment.

Indian investment being prin-
cipally in trade with a high rotation,
would obviously be reluctant to get
diverted to long gestation low profit
areas. Secondly, a very large number
of people over a period of time had
been denied all the basics of civilised
existence i.e. no employment, no
money, no food and no shelter.
Thirdly, the infrastructure of industrial
development in terms of skills, serv-
ices and inputs had to be built up in
very large areas like power, transport
and technical education.

Fourthly, in order that the
physical benefits arising from free-
dom could be felt by the people, pub-
lic and social utilities had to be
organised where investments in
terms of returns available for reinvest-
ment were poor. The State, neverthe-
less had necessarily to be a welfare
state in order even to justify its basic
rationale.

In a situation like this, there
cannot be any alternative to Govern-
ment trying to convert itself into a
trustee of public savings for public in-
vestment in areas of public utility.
Whether it was infrastructure or irri-
gation, technical education or electri-
fication, expansion of transport or
creation of the financial institutions,
the Government necessarily had to be
the focal point of this development
without which neither agriculture nor
industry could grow. All this needed
mobilisation of resources and the re-
sult of the process was that there
was a steady erosion of resources
available for investment outside the
sectors sponsored or canalised by the
Government.

The logical conclusion of this
process was that Government must
participate in the process of industri-
alisation and participate effectively so
that the Indian tax-payer whose
money was being invested could feel
that they had in fact the run of the
economy. This is not basically con-
trary to a concept of mixed economy.
On the contrary, in Indian situation,
the basic compulsiveness of a Public
Sector provides the rationale of a
mixed economy in the sense of pri-
vate entrepreneurs to cultivate the
areas where public investment is nei-
ther possible not desirable. In a situa-
tion of low investment, low return,
long gestation, low savings and low

reinvestment and progressive mobili-
sation of public savings in public in-
stitutions, there is no other way of
structuring industrial growth except
through massive public participation
in the nodal areas of development.
This also synthesises the objective of
the Government to correct the matrix
of social inequalities.

It is, therefore, evident that, in
a system where the Government or
the institutions functioning under it,
finance and sustain investments in in-
frastructure and core industries, the
purpose of this investment cannot be
comprehensive only in terms of com-
mercial return. The objective of de-
centralising investment as a trigger
point of network investments, distri-
bution of income, as well as mainte-
nance of critical control over selected
commodities, the prices of which in
fact govern the behaviour of the mar-
ket as a whole, have to be built into
the Public Sector philosophy.

In a sub-normal situation, as
we inherited in our country, the Public
Sector also had to play a very impor-
tant role in delinking the industrial de-
velopment of the country from family
affiliations and foster professionalised
management. As a matter of fact,
apart from concentration of economic
power through inter-corporate invest-
ments which would have otherwise
resulted and in the process the mar-
ket would have been distorted to the
advantage of the few, the role of Pub-
lic Sector in bringing in the concepts
of professionalised management as
integral to the concept of separation
of ownership from management can-
not be underestimated.

BASIC CONCEPT

Because the Public Sector has
come to stay and grow as it must,
certain responsibilities also devolve
on it. The first responsibility of course
is to earn returns. Public investment
in industry was also motivated by the
desire to funnel the surpluses to pub-
lic utilities. Therefore, if the surpluses
are not generated, the rationale of the
Public Sector as the sources of in-
vestment in public utilities would be
defeated.

The basic concept of Public
Sector as a part of the public service
cannot be fulfilled unless the Public
Sector, besides performing its role in
the economy, also contributes its
share to the community's investment
in its well-being. The second respon-
sibility of the Public Sector is to pro-

gressively enlarge the conceptual
frame of the management apparatus
by bringing into it the different seg-
ments which have so far been consid-
ered as excluded from management
functions. Growth of the Public Sec-
tor is related to the growth of a sense
of participation in it by all segments
of people who share in its function.
The Public Sector, therefore, must try
to break the old barriers subsisting
between the management and the
other cadres. The management and
the other cadres have to be so organ-
ised as to admit substantial interfer-
tilisation so as to institutionalise the
concept of sharing.

| also do not believe that the
Public Sector cannot function well
because it groans under the burden of
accountability, interference and inter-
rogation and, therefore, the autonomy
and discretion which have to function
well do not exist. | can say with as-
surance of personal experience that,
given the correct leadership, the in-
terrelationships between the Public
Sector and the Government, different
segments in the Public Sector and the
different units in the Public Sector
can be so structured as to be comple-
mentary and co-functional towards
the common objective.

I am convinced that there is
no dichotomy of interest between the
Government and the Public Sector
units and between one public sector
unit and another. On the contrary, the
complementarity of interests is so
great that any talk of dichotomy is
stupid.

| would conclude my address
by saying that if the role of the Public
Sector in our economy has to be
properly understood, we must appre-
ciate the objectives on which they are
set up and realise our obligations to
achieve them. Kumaramangalam was
a leader with a vision who could see
the entire Indian industrial economy
being pivoted by the Indian people
through the Public Sector units en-
gaged in harmonised function with
the private sector. There cannot be
any other tribute to Kumaramangalam
than to see that the public sector
works for their own good, for the
good of their employees and for the
good of the Indian people.

T.A. Pai was Union Minister
for Industry and Civil Supplies
Source Courtesy: Socialist India,
Vol.X No.8, 1975

'Gaganyaan': Russia begins producing space suits for India's first manned mission to space

(Continue from page 4)
made couch liners," said Glavkosmos
CEO Dmitry Loskutov.

Glavkosmos is a subsidiary of
Roscosmos with which the Human
Spaceflight Center (HSC) of the city-
based Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) has signed a contract to train
the Indian astronauts.

The contract for the production
and delivery of individual equipment kits
for Indian astronauts was signed by
Glavkosmos and ISRO's Human Space-
flight Centre (HSC) on March 11. Indian
cosmonauts have been training in Russia

since February 10, 2020.

Earlier in May, Russian space
corporation, Roscosmos in a statement
had said, "Gagarin Research & Test Cos-
monaut Training Center (GCTC) on May
12 resumed training of the Indian cosmo-
nauts under the contract between
Glavkosmos, JSC (part of the State
Space Corporation Roscosmos) and the
Human Spaceflight Center of the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)."
All four Indian cosmonauts were in good
health. "GCTC continues to observe
anti-epidemic regulations according to
which sanitary and hygienic measures

are carried out at all the GCTC facilities,
social distancing measures are applied
and the presence of unauthorized per-
sons is restricted; all employees and cos-
monauts must wear medical masks and
gloves," it had added.

Four Indian Air Force fighter pi-
lots are currently under training in
Moscow and are likely to be potential
candidates for the Gaganyaan project.
The Rs 10,000-crore ambitious project is
expected to be launched in 2022, the
year of the 75th anniversary of India's In-
dependence. The contract for the
training of Indian astronauts between

Glavkosmos and the Human Spaceflight
Center of ISRO was signed on June 27,
2019, and their training in Russia started
on February 10, 2020. Since the end of
March, due to the outbreak of COVID-19
infection, a lockdown was recommended
for the Indian cosmonauts which they
carefully observed, it said.

Earlier, officials had said that
after the training in Russia, the astro-
nauts will receive module-specific train-
ing in India, where they would be trained
in crew and service module designed by
ISRO, learn to operate it, work around it
and do simulations.
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THE MAHARS: WHO WERE THEY AND

HOW THEY BECAME THE UNTOUCHABLES?

In this paper, | propose to raise these
questions, and attempt to give an
answer to them which in my
judgment are most appropriate an-
swers. These questions are: (1) Who
are the Mahars? (2) Why do they live
outside the village? and (3) Why have
they been classed as Untouchables?

I. Who are the Mahars?

Mr. Wilson derived the word
‘Maharashtra’ from the word ‘Mahar’
and suggested that Maharashtra
meant the country belonging to the
Mahars. This derivation of the term
Mahars is sought to be supported on
the analogy of ‘Gujarashtra’ the
country of the Gujars and ‘Saurash-
tra’ the country of the Sauraj. An ob-
jection is taken to this derivation of
the term Mahar on two different
grounds, the one objection rests upon
the view that the term Maharashtra
does not mean the country of the
Mahars but that it means the great
country. The second objection that is
raised to this derivation is based upon
the view that the Mahars who are at
present so fallen in their social status
that it could not be supposed that
they at any time in the course of his-
tory have had so exalted a position as
to be the ruler of the country. It is my
view that this derivation put forth by
Mr. Wilson is unsupportable for two
very different reasons. The first rea-
son which leads me to reject the der-
ivation suggested by Wilson may be
formulated in the following terms : It
is obvious that if Maharasthra meant
the country of Mahars, it is obvious
that the Mahars as a community dis-
tinct from the rest of the population
must have been in existence from
very ancient times and must have
been known in history, by that name.
Now is there any evidence to show
that the Mahars are as a community
known to history by the name Mahars
? Confining ourselves to the Bombay
Presidency the three principal com-
munities which comprise the Un-
touchable classes are: (1) The
Mahars, (2) The Chambhars, and (3)
The Mangs. Of these the Mahars
form by far the largest group. It is ex-
traordinary to find that while Mangs
and Chambhars are known in history
as existing communities, there is no-
where any mention of the Mahars as
a community. Reaching back to Manu
he mentions certain classes which in
his time were recognised as Untouch-
able Communities. Among them the
Chambhars are specifically mentioned
as an Untouchable Community. The
Mangs are not mentioned by Manu.
That is probably because Mangs were
not to be found in the territory which
was known to the author of the
Manusmriti. But there is ample evi-
dence in the Buddhist literature that
the Mangs who therein referred to as
Matangas existed as a separate com-
munity bearing a name which be-
came well known to all. But neither in
the Manusmriti nor in the Buddhist lit-
erature is there any mention of the

Mahars as a community. Not only is
there mention of the Mahars in this
ancient lore but even the later Smritis
of quite modern times make no refer-
ence to the Mahars as a community.
Indeed upto the advent of the Mus-
lims, one does not meet with the
word Mahar. One finds it mentioned
only once in the Dnyaneshwari which
is 1100 A.D. Before him the name
Mahar is simply non-existent. What
are we to suppose ? Was there no
such community as the Mahars in the
ancient times before Dnyaneshwari ?
Or, are we to suppose that there ex-
isted a community but then it was
known by some other name ?
Whichever the case is the non-exis-
tence of the name Mahars militates
strongly against the view of Mr. Wil-

thropology can be relied upon in sup-
port of the proposition that the com-
mon ‘Kul’ is indicative of kinship then
the Mahars and the Marathas form a
kindred community and the Mahars
could not be rejected as an aboriginal
community unless one is also pre-
pared to go to the length of saying
that the Marathas also are an aborig-
inal community. Whether the
Marathas are an Aryan or a Non-
Aryan community is a question on
which there is no unanimity. Risley
held the view that the Marathas were
not Aryans: and he rested his conclu-
sions mostly on anthropometric
measurements. Others have chal-
lenged this view and concluded that
the Marathas are Aryans and have
sought to meet the anthropometric
objections of Risley by the argument
that there were two

son. If the term Mahar was not
known, much Iless
could it become the

basis of a name given |
to the country.

The second
reason which leads me
to reject the view of
Mr. Wilson is based
upon the considera-
tions arising out of the
totems which one
finds existent in the
Mahar community. Mr.
Wilson’s hypothesis if
taken to be correct
must necessarily lead
to the conclusion that the Mahars are
an aboriginal race inhabiting the
country before the entry of Aryans in
the country now known as Maharash-
tra. | feel certain that such a conclu-
sion is untenable for reasons which |
am sorry to say, have not been fully
appreciated by those who allege that
the Mahars belong to the aboriginal
classes of this Province. As a first
step in the chain of reasoning, | am
depending upon in support of my
view, | would like to point out one no-
table fact and it is this—there are no
Marathas where there are no Mahars
and wherever there are Mahars there
are Marathas also. This link is not a
mere matter of accident, that the link
is integral, is supported by another
piece of evidence which is also usu-
ally overlooked by students of ethnol-
ogy. Now it is well known that the
Marathas have a clan organisation.
They have what they call their ‘Kuls’
: and they have also what is called a
totem. The importance of the ‘Kul’
and the totem will be obvious to
every student of ethnology. A com-
mon ‘Kul” and a common totem are
indicative of kinship. Bearing this in
mind a comparison of the ‘Kul’
among the Mahars and the Marathas
yields a very significant result.

(The Table mentioned below is
not found in the M. S. - Editors)

A glance at the table would
show that there is no ‘Kul’ among the
Mahars which does not exist among
the Marathas and there is no ‘Kul’
among the Marathas which is not to
be found among the Mahars. If an-

waves of the Aryan in-
vaders and the
Marathas belonged to
the Second. That is
the reason why their
anthropometric meas-
urements do not tally
9 with those taken as
| standard by Risley.
The second hypothe-
sis seems to derive
some support from
the fact that in an-
cient times Maharash-
tra was called ‘Ariake’
on the ground that the Aryans formed
the predominent population and also
because in the Karnatak the Maratha
is still called ‘Arer Mated’ (The Aryan
Man). Be that as it may, there is no
question that the Mahars are not an
aboriginal people. In addition to what
has been stated in support of this
proposition there are other land-
marks and survivals which can be re-
lied upon in support of this view. The
first thing to which attention must be
drawn is the fact that a great number
of the ‘Kul” which indicate the status
of a Rajput are also to be found
among the Mahars. In the quarrels
that have taken place between the
Brahmins on the one hand and the
Marathas on the other on the issue
whether the latter were Kshatriyas or
not, the test sought to be applied
was whether the ‘Kul’ of the claimant
was one of the 96 ‘Kuls” which were
admittedly belonged to the Rajputs in
whose status as Kshatriyas was be-
yond question. Now if this test was
applied to the Mahars, there could be
no question that the Mahars would
have to be pronounced as belonging
originally to the Rajput that is to say
to the Kshatriya class. It is suggested
that the Mahars have been appropri-
ating the ‘Kuls’ of the Rajputs since
very recently with the idea of improv-
ing their social standing. That evi-
dently is a mistake. There is a long
tradition among the Mahars that they
belong to what is called the ‘Soma-
vansh’ which is one of the two
branches of the Kshatriyas, that the
Mahars have had these ‘gotras’ from

long past and have not appropriated
to them in recent times is clear from
the fact that as long ago as the Court
of Enquiry held by the Brahmins into
the status of the last Maratha King of
Satara, namely Pratapsing whom the
Brahmins refused to recognise as a
Kshatriya. One party of the Brahmins
who favoured the side of Pratapsing
contended that as the Bhonsale Kul
was one of the 96 Kuls of the Ra-
jputs, and as the Rajputs were recog-
nised as Kshatriyas, Pratapsing must
be propouned as a Kshatriya. The
other side in reply to this contention
propounded a conundrum. It con-
tended that if that argument was
sound, all the Mahars would have to
be pronounced as Kshatriya because
they too had ‘Kuls’ like those of the
Rajputs. Apart from the validity of the
view as a test, the fact remains that
the Kuls which the Mahars have ap-
propriated is no new phenomenon.
This is one consideration in support
of the view that the Mahars are not
aboriginals.

The second consideration in
support of this view is the word of
salutation which is peculiar to the
Mahars. The word of salutation used
by the Mahars is Johar. This word is
undoubtedly a corrupt form of the
Sanskrit word ‘Yoddhar’. It is well-
known that in ancient Vedic times the
Brahmins and the Kshatriyas had
adopted separate words of salutation.
The Brahmins said ‘Namaskar’ : the
Kshatriyas said ‘Yoddhar’. It is diffi-
cult to conceive that the Mahars
should have been allowed to use the
term ‘Yoddhar’ as a word of salute if
they were a body of low class ; or if
they were aboriginals particularly be-
cause the word of salute among the
Chamars and the Mangs is quite a dif-
ferent word having not the remotest
connection with the status of the
Kshatriya. The Mangs used the word
‘Furman’ which seems to be a cor-
ruption of the word ‘Farman’ meaning
‘command’. The Chamars used the
word ‘Duffarao’ a word of which | am
unable to give the derivative : but the
fact remains that only the Mahar
Community uses as its word of salu-
tation the word ‘Johar’ which as |
have stated above was a word which
was in exclusive use by the Ksha-
trivas as a word of salutation. There
is no doubt that the Marathas too at
one time used the term ‘Johar’ as a
word of salutation. It was in vogue
during apart of Shivaji’s rule; and
even Shivaji in the one and the only
letter admitted to have been signed
by him in his own hand and ad-
dressed to Maloji Ghorpade has used
the word ‘Johar’ as the word of salu-
tation. It is well-known that the
Marathas since after Shivaji began to
use ‘Ram Ram’ in place of ‘Johar’ as
a word of salutation. It is curious that
the Mahars did not follow suit. Why
the Mahars continued to use the
word ‘Johar’ even when the
Marathas had given it out and why

(Contd. on next page)
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were they allowed by the State to
continue ‘Johar’ when the State en-
forced ‘Ram Ram’ on all others, are
questions which require some eluci-
dation. But the fact remains that
‘Johar’ is indicative of the status of a
Kshatriya.

There is one other matter to
which attention must be drawn be-
cause it militates against the view
which | am supporting namely that
the Mahars are not aboriginals and
that they really belonged to the
Maratha community and at one time
were reckoned as Kshatriyas. The
fact is the custom prevalent among
the Mahars of burying the dead body
when as a matter of theory and prac-
tice the Marathas and the Kshatriyas
have the custom of burning the dead.
The existence of this custom of bury-
ing the dead must be admitted but to
admit the existence of the custom is
not to admit the form of the conclu-
sion that is sought to be derived from
it. In the first place, there are indica-
tions that this custom of burying the
dead is not original. But the original
custom among the Mahars was to
burn the dead seems to be supported
by the fact that even though the Ma-
hars bury the dead they still carry
with them to the cemetery cinders
and burning coal in an earthen pot
along with the corpse.

There must have been some
purpose for such an act and there
could be no conceivable purpose ex-
cept to use the fire for burning the
dead. Why the custom of burning the
dead gave place among the Mahars
to the custom of burying the dead, it
is difficult to give a precise reason.
But it seems that the burying of the
dead was a custom which was en-
forced upon the Mahars at some later
date when the Mahars had become
fallen in the status and classed as Un-
touchables. Considerable support can
be found for this view from what the
Padma-Puran contains. It is stated in
the Padma-Puran that certain commu-
nities were prevented from burning
their dead because burning the dead
was a privilege of the three regener-
ate classes. If this is correct then the
custom of burying the dead could not
outweigh the everwhelming evidence
which goes to show that the Mahars
are not aboriginals and they might as
well have been in times past part of
the Marathas by race and Kshatriyas
by status.

Il. Why do they live
outside the Village?

It is notorious that the Mahars
live outside the village. This is a fact
which it is difficult to sense at any
rate for foreigners for the reason that
the village is generally built on an
open site without any indication of its
boundaries. But two things demon-
strate incontrovertibly that the Ma-
hars are reckoned as being outside
the village. Every villager makes a dis-
tinction between the village as such
and the Maharwada meaning thereby

that the Mahar-Wada, that is to say
the settlement of the Mahars is not
within what is meant by the village.
A more occular demonstration is af-
forded wherever village has its wall.
Wherever a village has had a well
known in vernacular as ‘Gavkus’ it
will be noticed that the settlement of
the Mahars is always outside the
wall. Now this fact read in the light
of what has been said in this paper in
connection with the first question
gives considerable significance to the
second question. If the Mahars are
not an aboriginals race why are they
treated as the reject of the society,
and made to live outside the village
community. The most natural answer
which strikes one as being a true an-
swer is what one finds in the injunc-
tions contained in the code of Manu.
Speaking of the Chandal, Manu lays
down that he should be compelled to
live outside the boundary of a village.
Generalising from what Manu has
said about the Chandal it might be
guessed that what was said by him
of the Chandals was imposed upon
all similar classes by the Hindu Rulers
in all its rigour. On a deeper consider-
ation | find that this cannot be the an-
swer to the question raised. What
Manu has stated is not so much the
original command of the law-giver.
What Manu has done in my judgment
is to recognise what had happened as
a result of the forces operating during
the historical period and made the
real his ideal because it suited the
purpose he had in mind. The answer
to the question must be looked for in
quite a different direction. The direc-
tion in which a true answer can be
found lies in my view in the field of
study which relates to the period
when a pastoral Community became
a settled community. It must be a
matter of common knowledge to all
students of the growth of civilization
that the form of the wealth of the
community was the chief determining
factor in determining the habits. The
pastoral people never settled any-
where but lived a nomadic life imi-
grating from place to place because
their wealth consisted in sheep and
cattle and the sheep and -cattle
moved from place to place those
owned it also moved whenever their
wealth carried them. A community
which had learned the art of cultivat-
ing the land and valuing its produce
gave up their nomadic life and settled
at one place undoubtedly because
their wealth consisted of immoveable
property namely land. Now this
process whereby nomadic life gave
place to a settled life has been a long
drawn out process : A process in
which some roamed about and some
were settling down. It must also be
well known to students of early his-
tory of human civilization that all so-
cial life in those early days was
organised into tribes and these tribes
were often at war with one another.
Now in the light of these considera-
tions one must reach back to the be-

ginning when communities or tribes
began to cease to be nomadic and
became settled and imagine what
must be the needs which they must
have felt as the most supreme needs
of the earth. Here was a tribe which
had settled down and formed a set-
tlement now spoken of as village. It is
possessed of gray com. It is pos-
sessed of sheep and cattle. On the
other hand, it is surrounded by tribes
which are nomadic and which are
casting covetous eyes on the grain
and the cows and the sheep which it
owns. Obviously the first and the
foremost question to such a settled
tribe would be to protect itself
against the raids and invasions of the
nomadic tribes. How could they pro-
tect themselves? How could they pro-
vide this protection ? Obviously they
themselves cannot engage in con-
stant warfare whether defensive or
offensive for the protection either of
their corn or of their cattle. For their
energy is all absorbed in the pursuit
of agriculture, an occupation to which
they are new and for which they have
to depend upon their own manual
labour. The only way they could pro-
tect themselves is to look to their
tribal chief. But how could the tribal
chief protect his tribe which is settled
and engaged in tilling the soil assidu-
ously that it can find neither time nor
men from its own who would take up
arms on its behalf. The tribal chief
must, therefore, look to some other
source for raising a force to act under
his command in defence of his tribe
against the invasions of the nomads.
From what quarters can the tribal
chief secure recruits for his defence
force. Obviously from one source.
Here not very far there are tribal wars
going on. One tribe waging a war
against another tribe. In this warfare
a tribe is routed and the men belong-
ing to one tribe are broken up by de-
feat and parties of them small
disheartened and fearful of their own
safety are moving about in search of
a safe place. How excellent would it
be both for the chief of the settled
tribe and the broken men of a de-
feated tribe if destiny would bring
them together. The chief of the set-
tled tribe would get the force he
needs to protect his tribe without dis-
turbing the occupation of the tribe.
The men of the broken tribe would
get an assured subsistence in return
for service to the village community
and also get the chieftain’s protec-
tion. But having got the men from the
broken tribe next question for the
tribal chief to consider is where to
settle these men. They could not be
allowed to settle in the midst of the
settled community because they be-
longed to a different tribe, and were
not kindred. Only kindred could live
within the settlement of the tribe.
Obviously the only way by
which the chieftain could settle the
broken men of another tribe whom he
needs as a force to be employed in
defence of the settled community

was to settle them beyond the limits
of the settlements made by his tribes.
This is the process which alone can
explain in my judgment why the Ma-
hars live outside the limits of the vil-
lage. The Mahars are broken men of
tribes which in primitive times were
warring with one another. They were
taken hold of by the chief of the set-
tled community namely the Patil of
the village and were allowed to settle
on the confines of his village. They
did for him the duty of watch and
ward, and were given in return certain
sites. There is nothing strange in the
Mahars living outside the village lim-
its. There is nothing in that fact
which can signify that they belonged
to a lower status and that on that ac-
count they were made to live outside
the village limits, that they were
brought to the village by the village
headman for the defence of his com-
munity and that they were made to
live outside their village limits not be-
cause they were of a low status but
because they belonged to another
tribe is a conclusion which can be
supported by reference to what has
happned in Wales or Ireland. A study
of the Brehon Laws of Ireland which
gives the tribal organisation of the
Irish discloses that the Irish too had
their village community which was a
settled community and on the bor-
ders of the settlement of the commu-
nity there lived a body of people who
were known as Boairs. The Boairs
were remnants of a broken tribe
which were brought by the village
chieftain for service under him and in
the interest of the protection of the
community. Exactly the same state of
affairs existed in the Wales villages
known as Gwelleys. Every Gwelley
had a body of strangers settled on his
confines. They were called Alltud.
They too were parts of a broken tribe
brought by the chieftain of the
Gwelley for the protection of the
Gwelley. This is in my judgement the
only satisfactory answer to the ques-
tion. The question, however, remains
as to why the Mahars continued to
live as a separate community when in
Ireland and in Wales the Alltuds and
the Boairs in course of time ceased to
remain distinct communities, and be-
came absorbed in the general mass of
the village population. The answer to
this question is not difficult. It is that,
it was the development of the system
of caste and Untouchability which
has prevented this fusion. But this of
course raises by anticipation the third
and the last question which is raised
for discussion in this paper.

Ill. Why are the Mahars
classed as Untouchable?

The origin of Untouchability is
to be sought in the struggles of Brah-
minism against Buddhism. This is a
strange answer to the question but
there is no doubt that it is the true an-
swer. In order to make matters clear
it is necessary to explain the

(Contd. on next page)
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principles for which Buddhism stood.
It is unnecessary to go into all the de-
tails. It would be sufficient to state
that one of the things which Buddha
opposed most strenuously was Yad-
nya which was the chief and principal
form of religion of the Aryans. The
Yadnya involved the sacrifice of the
cow. The cow was the most impor-
tant animal in the Aryan economy.
The whole system of agriculture de-
pended upon the cow. The cow gave
milk which formed the chief suste-
nance of the people and the cow
gave birth to bullocks which served
as animals necessary for the cultiva-
tion of the land. Although the Bud-
dha’s objections to the Yadnya were
based on philosophical grounds the
common mass of the people whose
intellect could not travel beyond the
realities of life gathered round the
banner of Buddhism because they
could see that it was intended to save
the cow from the incessant slaughter
to which that animal was subjected
by the Brahmins for sacrificial pur-
poses. The cow, therefore, became at
first an object of special consideration
and lastly of veneration. The Brah-
mins whose supremacy was seriously
jeopardised by the people refusing to
consent to the sacrifice of the cow
had to devise some means whereby
they could win back the heart of the
masses who had gone over to Bud-
dhism. How did the Brahmins do
this?
The reverence of the cow created by
the Buddhist religion had gone so
deep down into the minds of the peo-
ple that it was impossible for the
Brahmins to do anything else to do
except to give up their Yadnya and
begin instead to reverence and wor-
ship the cow as the Buddhists did.
But that was not enough. The Brah-
mins in their struggles against Bud-
dhism were not actuated by any
pious motive of religious considera-
tion. They were actuated by a purely
political motive namely to regain the
power and prestige they possessed
over the masses and which had been
transferred to the Buddhist Bhikkhus.
They knew that if they were to gain
any ascendency over the Buddhist,
they must go a step further than the
Buddhists had gone, and they did go
a step further, and proclaimed that
not only they shall kill the cow but
they shall not kill any animals or de-
stroy any living creature. The origin of
the vegetarianism prevalent among
the Brahmins is to be found in the
strategical move which the Brahmins
of the past took as a means of out-
bidding the Buddhists.

Along with this, one other
thing must be borne in mind. Before
the Buddhist times and upto the pe-
riod of Asoka beef was a food com-
mon to all classes, the Brahmins, the
Kshatriyas, the Vaishyas and the Shu-
dras. There is nothing repugnant in
that. The cow was just an animal as
the sheep or the goat or the deer
was. Consequently, although the pop-
ulation was divided into four classes,
the four classes did not differ in the

matter of their food, and particularly
all ate beef. The only difference prob-
ably was that some ate meat of ani-
mals that were slaughtered. This was
possible for those who could afford
to buy. The rest who were poor were
used to eat the flesh of dead animals
either because the well-to-do did not
care to use it as food. It is quite con-
ceivable also that the village chieftain
gave the carcasses of dead cows and
dead animals to the men belonging to
the broken tribes who had settled on
the confines of the village by way of
remuneration for the services which
they rendered to the settled commu-
nity. Without doing any voilence to
truth, one could say that, before the
Asoka period so, far as the eating of
the cow’s flesh was concerned, there
was no difference whatsoever. All ate
cow’s meat. The only difference that
existed was this namely that the vil-
lage people ate slaughtered meat
while those living outside the village
ate the flesh of the dead cow. This
difference must be noted, it had no
religious or social significance. It was
just the difference of the rich and the
poor connotation. After the Buddhist
times and especially in the period of
Asoka an important change takes
place. Cowkilling was either given up
voluntarilty or was stopped by the
State. The result was a sharp differ-
ence arose. The villages ceased to eat
beef becasue they lived on slaugh-
tered meat and as the slaughter being
stopped thay ceased to eat beef. The
broken tribe-men who lived on the
border continued to eat the flesh of
the dead cow. It was unnecessary to
prohibit them because it did not in-
volve the Himsa of the cow. Now, this
division namely those who did not
eat beef at all and those who did was
not a mere economic difference. It
was a difference which gave rise to
religious considerations. The killing of
the cow had become a notion which
from the point of view of religion has
become repugnant. And a class
which dealt with the dead cow also
became a repugnant class. Untouch-
ability has its origin in this notion of
repugnance. And that notion of re-
pugnance is based upon the rever-
ence or irreverence to the cow. The
Brahmins who out of consideration of
their own self-interest agreed to rev-
erence the cow and worship it. It
went so far as to treat any class
which had anything to do with the
cow in a manner incompatible with
reverence to the cow, Untouchable
are not worthy of association.

That, this is the origin of Un-
touchability and that this is the rea-
son why Mahars have come to be
regarded as Untouchables can be
seen if any one who cares to prove
into the subject and to find out what
are the special pursuits of these com-
munities in India who have misfor-
tune of being treated as Untouchable
communities. An enquiry into the
subject would show that all-over India
the Untouchables perform certain du-
ties which are common to them.
These duties relate to the carrying of
the dead cow, skinning the carcass,

eating the flesh, selling the bones etc.
There is no exception to this proposi-
tion. It applies in all cases and to all
provinces. Why there should be such
close association between the dead
cow and Untouchability ?

Why do the two go together
? My answer is they go together be-
cause one is the cause of the other.
Untouchability has arisen out of the
repugnance of the Hindu community,
which as a result of Buddhism devel-
oped a reverence of the cow, towards
those who have not ceased to eat the
cow. The Mahars had not ceased to
eat the dead cow and consequently
became the object and victims of this
repugnance.

* ¥ %

The three questions pro-
founded in this paper have now been
answered. There, however, remains
one more question and it is this : Why
were the Mahars called Mahars ?
Many have attempted to give a defi-
nition but of all the definitions the
one given by Doctor Bhandarkar
seems to be the correct one. Accord-
ing to Dr. Bhandarkar, the word
Mahar is a corruption of the word
Mrut Ahar-those who live on dead
meat. It accords with what has been
stated above in discussing the ques-
tion of the origin of Untouchability.
But in this connection there arise two
other subsidiary questions. One is
why was this particular feature of the
Mahars, life taken as a basis for so
designating them. The answer to this
has already been given but it may be
summarised here because it goes to
strengthen the correctness of the der-
ivation of the term Mahar. As | have
already said the eating of the cow’s
flesh was at one time so universal
that nobody ever cared to note the
fact. Even when some ate slaugh-
tered meat and some ate dead meat
the difference had only economic sig-
nificance but no religious or social
significance. But when all had given
up eating cow’s meat those who con-
tinued to eat presented a difference
which was noticeable to the naked
eye and significant to the religious
mind. It is, therefore, natural that the
difference so obvious and so signfi-
cant should have been made by the
rest of the population a basis of des-
ignating that class. But this derivation
of the term Mahar creates a difficulty
which must be grappled with. If this
is the correct definition of the term
and if these are the reasons why it
came into vogue, it must have come
into operation when the difference
became sharp and significant. What
was the name by which the Mahars
were known in history before they
began to be called as Mahars ? That
the name Mahar is a new name ad-
mits of no doubt because it does not
occur anywhere either in literature or
history before the time of Dnyanesh-
war. This, however, makes the other
question more important namely
what was the name by which they
were called before the name, Mahar
became their common name. Now, it
is well-known that the Mahars are
also called Parwari. This name has

never gone out of name, and has con-
tinued to exist side by side with their
name Mahar, although the name
Mahar became more prominent. But
in times past the name Parwari was
more prominently used than the
name Mahar. For instance, during the
time of East India Company, Mahars
were very largely employed in the
Company’s army as soldiers and offi-
cers. In their caste columns they were
all designated as Parwaris. There is,
therefore, no question that the Ma-
hars had this their other name. And |
venture to say that this was the name
by which the Mahars were called be-
fore the name Mahar came
into being.

That this name Parwari is a
very ancient name is proved by the
fact that it occurs in Ptolemy’s. He
uses the word ‘Pauravardi’ which
probably is a misspelling or mispro-
nounciation of the word Parwari*.
What does the word Parvari mean ?
It is, of course, a difficult question to
answer. For all that one knows it
means dependence which is the root
meaning of the word ‘Pariwar’ of
which ‘Parwari’ appears to be corrup-
tion. The broken tribes even undoubt-
edly dependent for their means of
livelihood upon the village community
and the village community might very
appropriately designated by the de-
scriptive name ‘Parwari’ those broken
tribe men who were strangers to the
community but were dependent upon
it. It might be mentioned here that
the term ‘Parwari’ which was in
vogue was not confined to what is
known as the Mahar community. It
was used in a general sense. As there
is documentary evidence to show
that at any rate it included also the
community which is now known as
the Mang community. The term ‘Par-
wari’, therefore, seems to have been
applied to all men who came and set-
tled as strangers to the village com-
munity. Not only the term ‘Parwari’ is
a composite term but the term Mahar
is also a composite term and does
not connote a common origin. The
Mahar community appears to be
composite community and includes
within it a strata which is high in ori-
gin and a strata which is low in origin.
This is indicated by the different
‘Kuls” of the Mahars. Those whose
‘Kuls” fall within the 96 belong to the
higher strata, those whose ‘Kuls’ do
not fall within them fall in the lower
strata. But a common name Mahar
which has been in existence for the
last so many hundred years has pro-
duced in them a consciousness of
kind which has destroyed any notions
of high or low. But it is just as well for
students of ethnology that what is
now known as Mahar community is
in its origin a conglomeration of bro-
ken parts of different tribes who had
nothing in common except that they
were the ‘Parwaris’, that is, the de-
pendents of the village community.

Source Courtesy: Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Writings and Speeches,
Vol.17 Part-2
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BSP government's rise and fall exposes differences between Kanshi Ram and Mayawati

Mayawati
heavily on the Republican Party fac-
tions in Maharashtra, saying "those
who claim to be the followers of
Ambedkar have actually become sub-

The BSP government's rise and fall
has, for the first time, exposed differ-
ences between Kanshi Ram and
Mayawati.

Those were the days: BSP in-
siders claim that, of late, the tension
between Kanshi Ram and Mayawati is
palpable. After her fall, she did not
even go to meet him.

Na Maya mili na Ram, goes
the popular saying. For many in Uttar
Pradesh, it sums up the BJP predica-
ment. But it is not only the BJP which
suffered a loss. The BSP govern-
ment's rise and fall has, for the first
time, exposed differences between
Kanshi Ram and Mayawati.

But there are those who
maintain that Mayawati's downfall
was less of BJP'S handiwork than her
political mentor Kanshi Ram's doing.
Kanshi Ram, insiders say, had be-
come sceptical about supporting
Mayawati. According to a senior IAS
official, believed to be close to Kanshi
Ram, Mayawati had not only begun
taking important decisions independ-
ently but also developing her own
faction within the BSP. This made
Kanshi Ram suspect a dubious design
to abandon him.

At the very outset, it was
Kanshi Ram's failing health which
had dramatically catapulted Mayawati
to power in Uttar Pradesh. The man-
ner in which the BJP initially propped
up Mayawati and accorded a civic re-
ception to her when Kanshi Ram was
away in Japan for medical treatment
could have only added to the BSP
chief's distrust.

Then, Mayawati's attempts to
cut to size and even publicly ridicule
Kanshi Ram's coterie, especially men
like Jayant Malhoutra, Uttar Pradesh
chief secretary Mata Prasad, and
higher education secretary Rai Singh,
who was the first senior official to be
suspended by the BSP government,
must have convinced Kanshi Ram
about her intentions to carve out an
independent place for herself. Inter-
estingly, most of the victims of
Mayawati's ambition had played a
crucial role in bringing about the ear-
lier alliance between the BSP and Mu-
layam Singh's SP.

Though no outsiders or even
senior party leaders were allowed
when the two top BSP leaders would
closet themselves either at the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister's official resi-
dence on Kalidas Marg, or at the air-
port VIP lounge in Lucknow, sources
reveal that, of late, the tension be-
tween the two had become palpable.
In fact, at the Kanpur rally on Sep-
tember 28, Kanshi Ram asked
Mayawati to deliver a drafted speech,
as he was certain that she was plan-
ning to go soft on the BJP. Reading
out from the speech, she declared
that she would continue to oppose
Gandhi and Ram.

The timing of the speech was
significant - just a few hours earlier
on the same day, BJP president Kalraj
Misra had declared: "Let them utter a
word against Lord Ram or Gandhi
now and they will see the results.” In

her heyday before she became chief
minister, Mayawati would hardly have
needed a prepared text to help her
pick up the BJP gauntlet. That she
needed one at the Kanpur rally tells
its own tale.

This was not the only occa-
sion when Kanshi Ram bulldozed
Mayawati into going against her
wishes. For instance, Mayawati had
decided against participating in the
Periyar mela. But Kanshi Ram is said
to have convinced her to attend it. In
her speech at the mela, Mayawati
even attempted a clarification: "I am
not attending this mela as the chief
minister, but as the party general sec-

Babasaheb Ambedkar's conversion to
Buddhism but history wasn't repeat-
ing itself.

The two Dalit rallies in the
city today turned out to be antitheses
of each other. While Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) leader Mayawati refused
to convert to Buddhism and justified
inclusion of Brahmins in the party
fold, the All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organisations and All India
Christian Council (AICC) converted
500-odd people from different
"lower" Hindu castes to Buddhism
and Christianity. One of the oaths ad-
ministered on the occasion asked
them to shun Brahmins.

Yet, the day be-

retary." After a few months in office,
the anti-Manuvad fires were obvi-
ously cooling.

According to insiders,
Mayawati was displeased when a
Lucknow daily published an interview
with Kanshi Ram on October 17 in
which he had declared: "If they (BJP)
want to withdraw their support, they
should do it today." And the BJP
obliged. Said she: "This man is out to
ruin things for me. Who told him to
go in for all this bakwaas."

After her government fell,
Mayawati did not rush to Delhi to
meet her mentor - a clear indication
of the distance now separating her
and Kanshi Ram. She stayed on in
Lucknow, and it was Kanshi Ram who
flew down to the Uttar Pradesh capi-
tal some days later. Clearly, Mayawati
was telling Kanshi Ram that she does
not need his shoulders to cry on any-
more.

India Today | November 15, 1995
Conversion only after Delhi is won,
says Mayawati

It was all blue here on the oc-
casion of the golden jubilee of late

sl . longed to

) Mayawati, her

- - first public rally
d - Y after Kanshi
" : 3 h} Ram's death.

; ~ | Roads were

choc-a-bloc
with BSP flags
fluttering atop
streams of ve-
hicles speeding
to the venue.
At the rally,
Qawwali singer
Rahul Anwikar
charged up the
atmosphere
with his rendi-
tions, mocking
everyone from
Rahul and
Sonia Gandhi
to Advani and
Vajpayee.

Speaking be-
fore the mam-
moth gathering
on "Buddhism
— its current
status and di-
rection",
Mayawati de-
clared that, "in
keeping with Kanshi Ram's thinking
on the matter", she had put on hold
the plan to convert to Buddhism till
the BSP came to power at the Centre.
"Honourable late Kanshi Ramji had
said that only that religion gets an im-
petus which is in power," she told the
crowd. "So, when we will be in Delhi,
I will convert to Buddhism and will
spread Buddhism to every corner of
the country by using the political
master key...Till then, we will conduct
everything as prescribed in Buddhism.
We performed Kanshi Ram's last rites
as per Buddhist prescriptions." The
speech was a reaching out of sorts,
considering most in the crowd were
converted Buddhists.

"Manuwadi Congress and

BJP projected Hinduism all these
years. Ashoka could spread Buddhism
when he became the emperor," she
said, to justify her decision. She,
however, hastened to add: "When we
were in power in UP, who gave Bud-
dha's name to many districts and
towns? When we will be in Delhi, we
will turn the whole India Buddhamay
(imbued in Buddhism)."

also came down

servient to Manuwadi parties
for power".

The BSP chief defended her
decision to include Brahmins and
upper castes in the party fold, this
time, taking a leaf out of Ambedkar's
teachings. "Some people try to ma-
lign us on this. But it was Ambedkar
who had taught us that we must take
all castes, including the upper castes
along for social harmony."

On the recent controversy
with Shiv Sena in Mumbai over a
meeting venue, she urged her follow-
ers to ignore Balasaheb Thackeray,
who now was an "old man".

Indian Express | October 15, 2006
Mayawati makes Kanshi's dreams
her own

The dalit leader makes it
amply clear that she is the anointed
heir to carry on the legacy of Kanshi
Ram, her mentor, and Ambedkar,
writes Saroj Nagi.

BSP chief Mayawati on Mon-
day promised to complete the task
"left unfinished" by BR Ambedkar
and her mentor Kanshi Ram -- of po-
litically empowering the dalits and the
disadvantaged sections of the popu-
lation -- as 42 Buddhist monks, who
performed the seventh-day rites of
the dalit leader's death, projected her
as the country's future prime
minister.

"l will try to fulfil the dreams
of Kanshi Ram and Ambedkar at the
earliest. | am sure we will reach our
destination in a few years," she told
the gathering which consisted of
bhikshus (monks), mediapersons and
some relatives of the deceased
dalit leader.

There was no representation
from other parties. But the political
message Mayawati delivered was
loud and clear -- that she was the
anointed heir to carry on the legacy
of Kanshi Ram, her mentor, and
Ambedkar who framed the country's
Constitution. And the monks rein-
forced it -- urging Mayawati's rela-
tives to help her in her task.

After Kanshi Ram suffered a
stroke in December 2003, Mayawati
has been managing the BSP's affairs
alone. But she got the first indication
of the sympathy the BSP mascot's
death could evoke at the huge rally in
Nagpur last week. She expects a
"massive" turnout on October 18
when she takes the urn containing
Kanshi Ram's ashes to the BSP office
in Lucknow, as Uttar Pradesh gears
up for next year's assembly polls.

In a way, on Monday,
Mayawati kicked off the election
campaign for the poll-bound state
where she would occupy the chief
minister's chair "if the people want
me to."

She reached out to the grow-
ing community of Buddhists by per-
forming Kanshi Ram's last rites in

(Contd. on next page)
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accordance with the Buddhist tradi-
tions and sent them off by giving the
monks a "dakshina" of clothes, blan-
kets, toiletry and Rs 10,000.

"He wanted his last rites to
be observed according to the Bud-
dhist rituals,” she told newspersons
later, with Kashi Ram's photograph
and the five candles placed before it
providing the backdrop.

In keeping with the Buddhist
tradition that celebrates the freedom
of the soul, the white canopy on the
lawn where the press conference was
held, was bedecked with strings of
marigolds and bunches of roses while
the strains of Buddhist chants
floated in.

Kanshi Ram did not convert to
Buddhism. Nor does Mayawati intend
to. "We had decided that we will em-
brace Buddhism along with millions
of dalits once we get an absolute ma-
jority on our own at the Centre and in
several states," she said, asserting
that political power was the "master
key" for effecting social
transformation.

Though she heralded a new
tradition of social change by lighting
Kanshi Ram's pyre, Mayawati pointed
out that it was because Ashoke was
an emperor that he could give a boost
to Buddhism.

She recalled that Kanshi Ram
had once visualised that by the time
the 50th anniversary of Ambedkar's
conversion to Buddhism was ob-
served on October 14, 2006, there
would be BSP governments at the
Centre and in states. "That dream has
remained unrealised so far," she said.
To achieve that objective, the BSP
chief is also trying to reach out to the
upper castes in her bid to build a
grand alliance of dalits-muslims-upper
castes that once formed the bulwark
of the Congress support base.

Mayawati acknowledged that
the upper castes would be suitably
accommodated in the ticket distribu-
tion for the 2007 assembly polls. But
she does not want to expend her en-

ergy in the local body elections in No-
vember where she has allowed her
workers to contest without a party
symbol. Her decision is based on the
logic that giving a party nomination
to person would create several rebels
ahead of the assembly polls -- a pos-
sibility she wants to rule out.

Hindustan Times. October 16, 2006

Athawale irks Mayawati by asking
her to convert

BSP chief Mayawati on Satur-
day came down heavily on Union
Minister Ramdas Athawale for chal-
lenging her to convert to Buddhism if
she claimed to be a true Ambedkarite,
saying that venal, selfish and “slave-
minded” leaders like him had harmed
Babasaheb’s social movement.

Ms. Mayawati said Mr.
Athawale was “playing into the
hands” of a BJP “conspiracy” to di-
vide Dalit votes in poll-bound Uttar
Pradesh by raking up religion. She
was, however, provoked to justify
why she had not converted to Bud-
dhism yet.

She said the Republican Party
of India (A) chief’s remarks reflected
his “ignorance” about B.R. Ambed-
kar’s movement and suggested he do
some research on why the Dalit icon
took to Buddhism towards the end of
his life in spite of declaring it much
earlier. In an interview to an English
daily, Mr. Athawale, while calling
upon Dalits to embrace Buddhism,
wondered why Ms. Mayawati had not
done so even as she strongly spoke
against Manuvad and endorsed con-
versions.

He argued she was not willing
to convert to Buddhism simply for
Hindu votes. In a statement to a news
agency later, Mr. Athawale suggested
that Ms. Mayawati change the name
of her party from Bahujan Samaj
Party to Sarvjan Samaj Party.”

Ms. Mayawati said that
through its outreach programmes and
speeches, the BJP led by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was trying to di-
vide Dalit votes, which would result

in making them slaves of other par-
ties. “It was under this strategy that
some slave-minded leaders were in-
corporated into the Ministry,” she
said referring to Mr. Athawale, who
was recently appointed Minister of
State for Union Social Justice and
Empowerment.

In a bid to explain why she
had not yet converted to Buddhism,
Ms. Mayawati said she was merely
following the strategy of her icons,
Ambedkar and Kanshi Ram, who had
adopted Buddhism only towards the
end of their life in spite of having an-
nounced it many years before the ac-
tual event.

“Babasaheb had stated that
though he was born a Hindu he
would not die a Hindu. But it was
only on 14 October, 1956, a few
days before his death that he took
deeksha of Baudh Dharm. He showed
no hurry in renouncing Hinduism and
kept preparing people along the way.
So when he adopted Buddhism, he
had lakhs of followers,” Ms.
Mayawati said. She said Kanshi Ram
had also adopted a similar strategy, to
record the conversion as a “historic
moment.”

The former UP chief minister
also said Dr. Ambedkar’s movement
had died in Maharashtra as after his
death it fell into the hands of “selfish
and venal” parties like the RPI. In con-
trast, her guru Kanshi Ram led the
BSP to power in U.P.

The Hindu | July 31, 2016

Mayawati threatens to embrace
Buddhism
She said that Dr Ambedkar had to
urged saints and seers to change the
system in Hinduism which alienated
the deprived sections of society.
Bahujan Samaj Party presi-
dent Mayawati on Tuesday warned
that if the BJP did not change its anti-
dalit and anti-OBC mentality, she and
her supporters would be forced to
convert to Buddhism like Bhimrao
Ambedkar.
She said that Dr Ambedkar

had to urged saints and seers to
change the system in Hinduism
which alienated the deprived sections
of society. “But this did not happen
and Dr Ambedkar gave up Hinduism
and adopted the Buddhist faith,”
she said.

Addressing a rally in Azam-
garh on Tuesday, Ms Mayawati lashed
out at the BJP for pursuing the RSS
agenda of caste politics and blamed
the party for the suicide of Rohith
Vemula in Hyderabad and the Una
killings.

“It was the BJP that is re-
sponsible for the caste riots in Saha-
ranpur. When | tried to raise the issue
in the Rajya Sabha, | was not allowed
to speak and that is why | resigned
from the Upper House,” she ex-
plained.

“The BJP is promoting caste
politics and the Prime Minister is mis-
leading the people by talking of New
India. We will not allow them to suc-
ceed in their designs and the BSP will
emerge stronger in the municipal
elections,” she stated.

Taking a dig at UP chief min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, the BSP presi-
dent said, “He can look after the
development of the state only if he
gets time from his religious duties
and temple visits in Gorakhpur, Ayo-
dhya and Chitrakoot”.

She alleged that despite being
a representative from the backward
Purvanchal area, the chief minister
has not been able to give attention to
its development.

She claimed that the BJP
leaders can go for prayers to temples
in Ayodhya, Mathura and Varanasi to
hide their shortcomings but the peo-
ple will no longer be misled by their
“religious card”.

“The previous Samajwadi
Party government was not good, but
the present government is worse and
is even lagging behind them”, Ms
Mayawati said.

The Asian Age. October 25, 2017

Indian prisons in dire straits: 7 in 10 undertrials, 1 in 3 Dalit or tribal

(Continue from page 6)
while in India most undertrials will get
bail and may not be in jail for more
than six months, the problem is of
“over-arresting and over-policing”. So
even if people are getting bail, there
is also a “constant inflow of people
into jails”. Nearly three in five under-
trials were confined for upto six
months in jail, according to 2019
prison data.

A high undertrial population in
prisons defies the primary function of
prisons--correction of convicted of-
fenders of law--and strains resource
allocation and impacts the services of
prison staff, said Lamba.

Delayed investigations

At 151 police persons for
100,000 population, India has one of
the lowest police to population ratios
in the world. But delays in investiga-
tions and longer incarceration of un-
dertrial prisoners can often be traced

to poor quality of investigation, ac-
cording to Sonavane.

The percentage of undertrial
prisoners confined for more than
three years has increased by 140%
since 2000 while the percentage
share of undertrial prisoners confined
for less than 1 year has decreased by
7.5%, according to CHRI analysis.
“This evidently shows that trials are
taking longer than before and the
number of people awaiting comple-
tion of their trial in prisons for long
periods is increasing unabated,” said
Lamba.

Serious crimes require in-
depth investigations compared to vic-
timless crimes that may not need as
much human resource. “Delays in in-
vestigation are an outcome of lack of
adequate professionally trained staff
in the police. It is a systemic problem,
may not necessarily be due to bias,”
said Raghavan. The 154th Law Com-

mission report (1973) and Supreme
Court (2006) had recommended a
need to separate law and order and
investigation wings of the police de-
partment.

Need for better disaggregated data
Although the majority of the undertri-
als are from the marginalised caste
groups and Muslims, sub-groups
within these tend to be targeted more
due to entrenched prejudices. The
NCRB does not release disaggregated
data on sub-groups and this affects
the search for trends in incarceration
which could result in improvements in
the justice system, experts said.

“A detailed data on the demo-
graphics and socio-economic profile
of prisoners is crucial in identifying in-
carceration patterns,” said Lamba.
While the NCRB releases data on reli-
gion and caste, the economic status
of prisoners is not recorded, which is
“a significant factor behind the qual-

ity of legal representation a person is
able to seek”.

The classification of commu-
nities like Pardhis varies across states.
In some, they are considered ST, but
in Bhopal they are classified as “gen-
eral category”, said Sonavane, and
this creates challenges in understand-
ing how laws impact them and formul

ating appropriate reforms.
Sonavane feels that the incomplete
data do not allow researchers to es-
tablish the disparate impact of laws
on targeted communities within caste
groups. “The NCRB only provides cu-
mulative numbers but not all of them
(marginalised castes) are equally pro-
filed and arrested for crimes,” she
said. “This makes it difficult to estab-
lish how the law is being misused.
*Names of the undertrials have been
changed to protect their identity.
Source Courtesy: Business-Standard
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