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GoIden State Truck SaIes Inc,

Call : Dharminder ingh
Cell : 530-870-6600

Email: myfuturetruck@gmail.com
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Indian Grill

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

GINNY WALIA
Law Offices. Inc
Ginny H. K. Walia

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer §I17){N% LAW,
Featured as a legal analyst on CRIMINAL

Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4
' DEFENSE
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Aae 31 &8 g7t 2 afod w3 97t @ 99gs A firse T '
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Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Free: 1 (800) 379-9330

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618

RAMESHSUMAN  Fax (905) 219-3918
Broker Reallor  DRE Licence- 00871752

www.majestichomes.us ramesh@rameshsuman.com

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202

Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539

* Please call us for

ramsuroay@hoimall.com Professional & reliable

services at reasonable rates.

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983
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SWEETS & CATERING
AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR

ITEMS SERVING

All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks

MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE

Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
China & Silverware
Linen Rental | Waiters
Bartenders

Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions

Birthday Parties | Corporate Events
Religious Gatherings
Picnics/Bar-B-Que

CONTACT US: Email: msbains@rajasweets.com

RAJA SWEETS & CATERING :
rajasweets.com

WORK (510) 489-9100 ' © Y

CELL (51 0) 71 5'1 61 9 rajasweetsandcatering  rajasweets

INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

LASSAANEINN CALL TO HAPPY

7 DAYS A WEEK ]
9:00am to 8:30pm Sf".((zzﬂogg)):ti887-(]2218257
L -
rax. (209) 477-3206
WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' g3 35 @migmelta feae @ Busieu oa 1
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaarO8@yahoo.com
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KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 510-938-1138

SWEETS & SPICES

CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT
HGSBE HEY =¥l e o i o€

WE HAVE || Music, FABRIC || 1 .
LARGEST ARTIFICIAL
COLLECTION || JeweLRy, Sweets, || (19 :
FOR INDIAN | | FRESH VEGETABLES i
GROCERY & MORE.. e’
Super Eyebrow
Threading Now Open
Eyebrow Threading \

& Henna Tattoo

7 times, ,
Get 8th one free! e

Inside India Market
SACRAMENTO

5203 EKLHORN BLVD 1265 PLEASANT GROVE BLID.
SACRAMENTO (A 95842 # 100 ROSEVILLE, CA 95747
916- 338-5511 916- 786-7666

916-798-8142

IndiaMarketRoseville@gmail.com
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Pittsburg Gurughar remained open for Sunday services for a few weeks but because of ongoing surge in COVID-19 cases the Managing
Committee is constrained to notify the entire Sangat that effective immediately the Gurughar is closed again for Sangat attendance till
August 9th, 2020 (Sunday) and is rescheduled to open on August,16th, 2020, depending on the severity of the COVID-19 conditions.
We are very sorry to share this unpleasant decision with the Sangat but had no other option but to pray for calming down this Pan-
demic. Community collaboration in such difficult times is vital to help keep Sangat healthy by avoiding exposures to the virus.

APPEAL FOR DONATIONS:- As the Sangat is well aware that because of no in-flow of cash
donations impacted by Corona Virus the Guru ghar is also experiencing financial difficulties
in the payment of our regular bills including the salary of the priests and other unforeseen
maintenance repairs of Guru Ghar. Since the Sangat is the main force and the impetus
behind the running of any religious institution we earnestly appeal to to please continue
your kind help through your generous donations to Guru Ghar.

REORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES:- In accordance with the provisions of the
By-laws of this Gurughar, the process of reorganization of the Board of Directors and the

Executive Committee will be on August 23, 2020. The term of some of the current mem-
bers of the Managing Committee is due to expire in August, 2020 making room for re-
placement with new volunteer Sewadars. Applications from new Sewadars are invited
from Sangat so as to reach the Chairman by August 16th, 2020.

Gurughar members who have not renewed their membership so far are also re-
quested to do so by paying their annual renewal fee.

We also pray for the safety of all those physicians, nurses and other workers who
are fighting together by risking their lives in the forefront for treatment of the patients
of COVID-19.

“NANAK NAM CHARDI KALA TERE BHANE SARBAT DA BHALA”

President
Shinder Paul Narabu

Chairman

Jagtar Bhatia

Sangat De Sewadar

Treasurer
Vinod Kumar

General Secretary
Dharam Pal Chonkria
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Auto Repair & Services

Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers
inspeciion tune-ups and more

Business
Incorporation
Articles of Incorp

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM
to 6:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to

Dissolution
501 © Non-Profit

Jagdip S. Nlrwan, Es 916-832-3144

IMMIGRATION LAW

* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship

* Employment

* Appeals-1]/

* Family & Finance Visa
* Board /Federal Ct

* Labor Certification

* Asylum

* Removal & Deportation Defense

* Offer in Compromise

* Payment Plans

* File Back Taxes

* Tax Preparation

* Audits, Appeals

* Tax Court Rep

* IRS/EDD/FTB Representation
* Personal & Business

* Income Tax Filling 1040/1020

Ph: 916-238-4431

649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2
Rlo Linda, CA 95673
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\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

=# SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

STRIVE FOR MORE

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.
DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE COIVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE
FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
RECORD KEEPING.
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE INC.
PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Trucks & Trailers Services:

Auto Services:
» Oil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement

* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair
* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

* DPF Filter Cleaning

* Computer Check
* Differential
*New / Use Tires * Inspections

* Van/Reefer Work

* Clutch
* Transmission

* Oil changes
* Wheel Balancing

*Truck & Trailer Repair

We Provide Towing &

24/7 Moblle Road Services
For All Autos, Trucks & Trailers

* All Major & Minor Repairs
* We Do Aluminium Welding

-—um

Trucks & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 5611846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Bivd, Manteca CA 95336
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CORNING feg UA™gt 29ad 397t & Myt

AAA Truck Wash, Tire, and Lube

* We Carry New and Used Tires All Viajor Brands
* Smart Way Tires Available
* Used Tires Start From & 135

s | * Old Change $ 189 + Tax
* We also do truck and car washing and waxing TRUCKWASH
* Friendly and Professional Staff
* We offer truck and car detailing S_!dlmlmr

Bl veeefesidine X NEW & USED

;ﬁ;ﬂéﬁZSZ:(@'Z"FE?) $1149 f‘EﬂﬁﬁET?ﬂWEQﬁe TIRES

gTElstE 749 (B 2fEd)  $749

Used Tires American Brand $99 + Labor
uu n Recap Truck Tire $ 249 + Labor WASI.II I'UBEI BRAKES
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas o1 Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s28.99 ©650-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop

Kashmiri Bhatia,
Dealer/Broker

408- 848 2365

IN HOUSE
FINANCING AVALIABLE

WWW, kbusedautosales com

50% OFF WARRANTY
with Qualifying Car Purchase

K&K AUTO REPAIR Kashmiri Bhatia (Owner)

831-623-4702

and Car Wash 20% OFF LABOUR
63 Muckelemi St on your next qualifying service

1 $an Juan Bautista 95045 car care You Can Trust

Kashmiri Bhatia & his wife
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Indian-American Sabrina Singh ~ [Jemocrats open convention with a

is Kamala Harris" press secretary

Singh, 32, previously headed the press shop

of two Democratic presidential candidates

Washington- Senator Kamala Harris has roped in
Indian-American Sabrina Singh, who previously was
the spokeswoman of two Democratic presidential
candidates, as press secretary for her Democratic
vice presidential campaign.

Singh, 32, previously headed the press
shop of two Democratic presidential candidates --
New Jersey Senator Cory Booker and former New
York mayor Mike Bloomberg.

Last week, Democratic presumptive vice

presidential nominee Joe Biden, 77, picked 55-year-
old Indian-origin Harris as his running mate.
"I'm so excited to join the #BidenHarris ticket as
Press Secretary for @KamalaHarris! Can't wait to
get to work and win in November!" said Singh, the
first-ever Indian-American press secretary to a vice
presidential nominee of a major political party.

A resident of Los Angeles, Singh

was earlier spokesperson of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee.
She is the granddaughter of Sardar J J Singh of the
India League of America, a non-profit organization
which champions the interests of Indian-American
community in the US.

In the 1940s, J J Singh along with a small
group of fellow Indians mounted a nationwide cam-
paign against racial discriminatory policies of the
US. This culminated in the then president Harry Tru-
man signing the Luce-Celler Act on July 2, 1946.
The signing of the Act allowed a quota of 100 Indi-
ans to immigrate to the United States per annum.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan-American Ro-
hiniKosoglu has been appointed in a senior role to
advise Harris. She has earlier served as a senior ad-
visor to Harris in her Senate office and presidential
campaign.

Harris was a presidential aspirant until last
year before she dropped out of the race because of
lack of popular support.

Courtesy: The Tribune India.
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With the US in crisis from COVID-19, Michelle Obama blasts Trump's faiures, says Biden will lead with empathy.

The Democratic Party opened its presidential con-
vention with calls for unity and action to lift a
deeply divided United States from its economic and
political crisis by replacing President Donald Trump
with Joe Biden. Former First Lady Michelle Obama
launched a scathing attack on President Trump,
calling him the "wrong president” whose failures
have brought chaos, adding that Biden's empathy
and down-to-earth leadership would restore health
and prosperity to the US. "We have got to show
up with passion and hope for Joe Biden," said the
former first lady on Monday.

"Joe's life is a testament to getting back
up and he is going to channel his passion into lift-
ing us back up." The Democrats will formally nom-
inate Biden for president on Thursday with
delegates voting in a convention being held via
video conference across 57
states and principalities. On
Monday, delegates and the
American public heard from for- f
mer Democratic presidential
contenders Bernie Sanders and
Amy Klobuchar, as well as Re-
publicans and working Ameri-
cans who support Biden.

"The job is hard," said
Michelle, whose husband Barack
served as president from 2009
to 2016. "It requires clear-
headed judgement, a mastery of
complex and competing issues,
a devotion to facts and history,
a moral compass and an ability
to listen. And an abiding belief
that each of the 330 million
lives in this country has meaning and worth.

"You simply cannot fake your way through
this job," she said while taking a shot at Trump who
she said is not capable of rising to the challenge
the nation is facing.

"Whenever we look to this White House for
leadership or consolation or any sense of steadi-
ness, what we get is chaos, lack of vision and total
and utter lack of empathy."

Trump, who appeared at a campaign rally
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, earlier in the day mocked
the Democrats' use of a pre-taped video, including
Michelle's remarks, saying he doubted many Amer-
icans would tune in to the televised event.

While the opening night lacked the authen-
tic feel of a traditional convention with a packed
hall of nearly 4,000 rowdy delegates, the video
conferencing elements reflect the new normal of
American life amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Sanders described an "unprecedented mo-
ment" in American political history marked by a
pandemic that has killed 170,000 people in the US,
economic collapse that has resulted in 30 million
jobless, and systemic racism leading to nationwide
protests. "The future of our democracy is at stake.
The future of our economy is at stake. The future
of our planet is at stake. We must come together
to defeat Donald Trump and elect Joe Biden," said
Sanders, while taking credit for shaping today's
Democratic Party. "Together, we have moved this
country in a bold new direction, showing that all of
us Black and white, Latino, Native American, Asian
American, gay and straight, native born and immi-
grant, yearn for a nation based on the principles of
justice, love and compassion,” Sanders said, adding

that Trump is taking America "down the path to au-
thoritarianism".

Prominent Republican and former Ohio
Governor John Kasich, seen standing at a fork in
the road, said the US is standing "at a crossroads"
in this election and he feels it is his patriotic duty
to oppose his own party's president.

Kasich called Biden "a man who can help
us see the humanity in each other".

The convention started with a montage of
Americans reading the opening lines of the US
Constitution, starting with the phrase "We the Peo-
ple", setting a broadly inclusive theme for Biden's
campaign against Trump who Democrats accuse of
violating constitutional norms in his conduct in of-
fice. Much of the Democrats' message focused on
the hardships the coronavirus pandemic has im-
posed on Americans and
Trump's inability to control the
outbreak.

Actress Eva Longoria, who
served as the master of cere-
monies for the evening's pro-
gramme, spoke by video
conference with Biden support-
ers Scott Richardson, a small
business owner, Rick Telesz, a
farmer, and Michelle Beebe, a
school nurse. Senator Amy
Klobuchar, who ran unsuccess-
fully for president, touched on
her 92-year-old father who sur-
vived a bout with COVID-19
in May.

"We need a president who
will look out for seniors, like my
dad, whose families visit them looking through win-
dows not knowing if it will be the last time they
will see them," Klobuchar said. Kristin Urquiza,
who lost her father to COVID-19, blamed Trump's
mismanagement of the pandemic for his death.

"My dad was a healthy 65-year-old. His
only pre-existing condition was trusting Donald
Trump, and for that, he paid with his life," she said.
"When | cast my vote for Joe Biden, | will do it for
my Dad." Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer,
who gained national prominence for her tough
stance against the virus, said: "Just imagine if we
had a national strategy to address the COVID
virus." Democrats are seeking to harness the
power of the Black Lives Matter protests that
erupted across the US after the death of George
Floyd. Speaking from Houston, Floyd's brothers,
Rodney and Philonese, held a moment of silence
for their brother at the virtual 2020 Democratic Na-
tional Convention. "It's up to us to carry on the
fight for justice. Our actions will be their legacies,"
Philonese said.

Convention producers interspersed images
of Americans protesting set to the rousing Bruce
Springsteen song, The Rising, with clips of Biden
giving a fiery speech about police reform and civil
rights in Philadelphia. Washington, DC, Mayor
Muriel Bowser described her decision to rename
three city blocks in front of the White House the
Black Lives Matter Plaza, after federal law enforce-
ment cleared protesters with tear gas and riot gear.
"While we were peacefully protesting, Donald
Trump was plotting,” Bowser said, "That's when |
said, enough is enough.”

SOURCE: AL JAZEERA AND NEWS AGENCIES
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CHARAN DASS BANGA PASSED AWAY

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal LOVE leaves a memory no one can steal.

This proverb applies to our revered
and head of BANGA FAMILY Mr.
CHARAN DASS BANGA who
breathed his last on JULY 30, 2020.

Mr. BANGA a dedicated apos-
tle and missionary of GURU RAVI-
DASS DASS Jl and a household
name among the community in INDIA
and Overseas, left for his heavenly
abode after a prolonged illness. He is
survived by his wife Smt. KARTAR
KAUR, three sons HARDIAL, MOHIN-
DER& BALBIR, four daughters MO-
HINDER LOI, RASHPAL KAUR, BIMLA
LINGHAM& SONA LAL and 27 bud-
ding young grandkids who will tread
the path aligned by Mr. BANGA.
BANGA FAMILY especially Mr. CHA-
RAN DASS BANGA had an unbear-
able setback last year when MR.
SUKHDEV BANGA the youngest son
predeceased him leaving the family in
distress.

His “JODA SEWA"” and deco-
rations of Gurdwara Sahib during Sri
Guru Ravidass Gurpurab will always
be remembered. He used to get
sparkling-shiny-papers from India
which he used for making multicolor
pennant string banners (JHANDIAN)
for decorating Gurughar. He would
ask his family members and Sangat
for help with this project every year.
Even when he was close to 90 years
of age, he worked for hours preparing
the decorations. He used to stay by

the entrance doing
JODA SEWA and in-
sisted on organizing
the shoes. He used to
tell young kids to say §
"WAHE GURU", as
they entered the
prayer hall. He visited §
Gurughar pretty much
every day, sometimes
twice a day. He used
to walk two miles
from his home to Gu-
rughar irrespective of
weather, rain, sun-
shine or freezing cold
did not deter him
from serving in GU-
RUGHAR. He used to
tell stories about Sri
Guru Ravidass ji and
other Guru Sahibs. He
had a vast knowledge
of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib. He was a true
disciple of Sri Guru
Ravidass ji. Not to
speak of BANGA
FAMILY, the whole
Community lost a
great Sewadar when
he left the family for

eternal Sewa of GOD for good.
BANGA FAMILY has played a

major role in the Pittsburg Gurughar

improvements. The new DARBAR

HALL was designed and built with
the help of Mohinder Banga and
Hardial Banga. Sukhdev Banga in-
stalled the sound system. Banga

family recently paid for all the win-
dows, paint and stucco work of the
old Gurughar building to give it a
fresh and renovated look. They are
major contributors to all the Gu-
rughars in INDIA, PITTSBURG,
SACRAMENTO and HOUSTON TX.

Mr. Charan Dass Banga's fu-
neral service was attended by his
family and close friends on 8/12/20,
at the Pittsburg Funeral Chapel. Due
to Covid-19 virus, very few people
were allowed in the funeral chapel.
Final Ardass was at Sri Guru Ravidass
Temple, Pittsburg.

It is hard to forget someone
who gave and sacrificed a lot for the
community to remember. The name
of Mr. CHARAN DASS BANGA will be
written in golden letters in the service
of GOD and community and will be
cherished till eternity.

We still visualize him sitting in
front of the Darbar Hall entrance and
sorting shoes with a smile. May
Akalpurkh bless the departed soul
with eternal peace and tranquility and
give Banga family the courage to bear
this irreparable loss. Our heartfelt
condolences to Banga family.
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Report: Ramesh Suman Ex-Chairman:
Sri Guru Ravidass Sabha Pittsburg (CA)

\VE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

STRIVE FOR MORE

SPECIAL BIT INSPECTION AND DOT AUDIT COMPLIANCE:

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.
DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE COMVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Give us a chance to provide you best services

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE
FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
RECORD KEEPING.
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AD-DHARM MANDAL MEMORANDUM TO THE EARL OF WILLINGDON

Hail to the Government
To
His Excellency the Right Honourable
Freeman Freeman-Thomas, Earl of
Willingdon, G.M.S.1., G.C.M.G.,
G.M.ILE., G.B.E.
Viceroy and
Governor General of India
May it please your Excellency,
We the members of the Adi Dharam
Mandal Punjab Jullundur City are the
representatives of downtrodden com-
munity comprising four million souls in
the Punjab, and seventy million in the
whole of India, who are disgracefully
called the “Shudars” or untouchables.
Your Excellency may be aware that we
belong to an ancient race which ruled
India about 5000 years ago, prior to
the invasion of India by the Aryans.
These bands of outsiders from Central
Asia raided India, and defeated our
forefathers, the latter were most ruth-
lessly treated, they were forcibly made

This being so, we are now under two
Governments, the high class Hindus
Government and the present British
Government.

Owing to the predominance of
the Muslims there is less untouchability
in this province, as compared with
other provinces but as regards political
condition we are not a bit better than
the worst untouchables of other
Provinces, but we are in the worst con-
dition from the political point of view.
Not even a single member of our com-
munity has ever been nominated to the
local legislature or to any local body al-
though in other provinces such nomi-
nations have been made by the
Government to the extant of seats
ranging between 1 to 11 in local legis-
latures. The present system of elec-
torate cannot be of any use to us
because the high class Hindus are
steeped in caste prejudices. Therefore
the only method open to us should be

3. No change in the Constitution of the
Central Government should be made
unless the question of representatives
of Minorities is settled.

4. a) Share in all public services, includ-
ing Police, Civil, Military, Railway, Edu-
cation, and Medical etc. Our separate
military regiment should be established
by the Ad Dharmi names.

b) Our representation in Municipali-
ties and District Boards, Councils and
Assembly according to our number are
immediate and special demands; we
urge 18% representation of our Com-
munity.

5. a) The Punjab Alienation Act has
made us so weak that the people of
other Communities forcibly make us to
do their service in return of living in the
houses built on their lands, because we
cannot buy any land even for our
houses under the Punjab Alienation of
Land Act of 1900 A.D. Therefore pro-
visions be made in this act for the ben-

question.
9. The
Banking fa-
cilities af-
forded by
the govern-
ment to the
rural popu-
lation, have
not, in the
least bene-
fited the un-
touchables, L-’
so the spe-
cial banking
arrange-
ments are
badly
needed by us, under the government
control.

10. Either our representations should
be included into the rural Panchayats,
or our (of the Ad Dharmis) separate
rural Panchayats, should be legally es-
tablished.

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul @hotmal com

to serve their foreign cruel mas-
ters in a way which spoke vol-
umes of the barbarous mentality
of the so -called “Civilized”
Aryans. The rest of the con-
quered race, who due to their self
respect, refused to be enslaved,
were driven away to take shelter
in the jungles. The Aryans whose
present descendants are called
high class Hindus, have all along
been treating us with the most in-
human brutality, so that our un-
lucky community numerically
large as it is, is now little more
than a mere name. Inspite of the
fact that there are some highly

educated and Capab|e men in our |_ mmmm.m (%
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The Punjab Ad-Dharam

(Depressed Classes) Federation,

JULLUNDUR CITY.

B problle Slaly B30 (D)) opo of ¢
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11. a) Owing to the coercion prac-
tised by the Hindus and Sikhs
against Ad Dharmis, the Census
figure of this year is not accept-
able to us, therefore a correct es-
timate of the Ad-Dharmis should
be made after an enquiry into the
alleged excesses of the Hindus
and Sikhs.

b) Since the census of 1931,
almost in every village where the
Hindus and Sikhs are in majority,
Ad-Dharmis have been very much
oppressed and the attention of the
authorities has been drawn to
these facts. Special measure be
taken for its prevention.

community still we are not given

any honourable status in society. No
right of ownership of anything, rests in
us, even we have not the right to safe-
guard our individual lives. This de-
plorable condition of the mute million
of our oppressed community is due to
harsh treatment meted out to us by the
high class Hindus in consequence of
the “August” pronouncements of the
ancient Aryans which are embodied in
the Manu Smriti and a lot of other
Hindu scriptures of that type. Your Ex-
cellency will be amazed to learn that
the scriptures of the so-called religion
are replete with the sayings such as
that we the Adi Dharmis have been cre-
ated to serve the high class Hindus,
that we have no right to hold any prop-
erty, that even our wanton murder by a
high class Hindu involves him in no dif-
ficult etc. All our demands have been
willfully suppressed by high class Hin-
dus, and all our attempts at ameliorat-
ing our condition have been deliberately
trampled upon. We therefore beg to
submit the position and demands of
our community which we venture to
hope will receive adequate considera-
tion at your hands. We are sorry to say
that the Hindu officials who appropri-
ated all our rights and privileges have
not done any justice to us. All the deal-
ings of the Government with the Hin-
dus mean with the High class Hindus
only, with the result that our grievances
cannot reach the Government. It would
be no exaggeration to say that the re-
forms given to Hindus have been so
given to the high class Hindus only.

separate electorate where in our politi-
cal social and even moral salvation lies.
Our position can be briefly described
as follows:

(1) That our community consist of
about four millions in the Punjab and
about seventy million in whole of India.
(2) That comparatively speaking we are
the most backward people in the Pun-
jab as regards education, public serv-
ices, social position etc.
(3) That we do not believe in the Hindu
religion, nor do we hold it in high es-
teem, therefore we do not wish to call
ourselves Hindus but we the all un-
touchables of different castes being the
ancient population of India wish to be
called “Ad Dharmis”.
(4) We do not desire to keep any close
social or political contact with the high
caste Hindus, who think that they are
polluted by our mere touch or even by
the casting of our shadow on them
though they endeavour to count us
with them so that they may enjoy
greater rights at our expense. So this
aspect of our position can be remedied
by the grant of our following petty de-
mands.

Our Demands
1. The ‘Ad Dharam’ should be ac-
cepted as a separate body from the
Hindu Community.
2. We, the Ad Dharmis strongly con-
demn the joint electorate system, and
are in favour of separate electorate, in
all Public bodies and legislatures. The
representation to be selected by the
Committee of our Mandal.

efit of Ad Dharmis.

b) Equal rights of ownership of any
property of dwelling houses and com-
mon fields as enjoyed by other Com-
munities, the full ownership of the
houses, where ever they are situated,
and of long standing are strongly de-
manded.

c) Our caste do the work of agricul-

ture with agriculturist but they give
very meagre share to the poor (un-
touchables) and we hear that there are
15,18,72,000 acres of uncultivated
land in the hands of the Punjab govern-
ment, therefore, land in the new
colonies should be reserved for us in
the same way as it has been done for
other communities.
6. a) The law that we, the Ad Dharmis,
are not allowed to stand as security in
legal matters for another Ad Dharmis,
should be altered as it has retarded our
progress in various activities.

b) There is criminal blame upon our
community. While we are free from
every crime, therefore, this blame
should be wiped off. The natural pre-
sumption of innocence should attach to
Ad Dharmis as well.

7. Permission should be given to us to
go to the foreign countries viz. Canada,
New Zealand, Australia etc as our con-
dition is very poor.

8. The professional tax to be levied on
the Ad Dharmis by the Municipalities
and District Boards, is highly objection-
able, we beg therefore, the abolition or
suspension of the tax unless our repre-
sentatives are taken into the bodies in

12. a) Necessary arrangements for
better education of Ad Dharmis (boys
and girls), and national scholarships
should be separately given to them.
Arrangement for separate schools
should also be made as far as possible.
b) Although the Ad-Dharmi scouts
have been exempted from the school
fees in the primary classes (for which
we are grateful to the government) yet
in the middle classes it is burdensome
on account of poverty and besides its
exemption, we request the authorities
to grant scholarships.
13. The Ad Dharam Mandal of Punjab,
Jullundur City should be accepted as
representing the Ad-Dharmi commu-
nity. Daya Nand Dalit Udhar Mandal
Hoshiarpur, Patit Udhar Mandal, Achhut
Udhar Mandal and Antaj Udhar Mandal
Lahore are not representative of Ad
Dharam community (untouchables)
14. At least one representative of Ad
Dharmis nominated by the Ad Dharam
Mandal Punjab Jullundur City should be
sent to the round table conference to
be held in London.

15. It is the earnest desire of
the Ad Dharmis that the government
should show a favour by buying
through the Ad Dharm Mandal of Pun-
jab Jullundur the leather articles sup-
plied by other communities and used
for the requirement of armies, police
department etc. We desire that we
should no longer be deprived of the
benefit of this occupation which up to
this time has been unfairly been re-
ceived by others.

(Cont. on page 8)
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THE CONSTITUTION (SCHEDULED CASTES) ORDER, 1350 (10th August, 1950)

Ministry of Law Notification

New Delhi, the 10th August, 1950
S.R.0. 385. - The following Order made

by the President is published for
general information:- C.0O. 19.
THE CONSTITUTION

(SCHEDULED CASTES) ORDER, 1950
In exercise of the powers conferred by
clause(1) of Article 341 of the Constitu-
tion of India, the President after consulta-
tion with the Governors and Rajpramukhs
of the States concerned, is pleased to

make the following Order, namely:-

1. This Order may be called the
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order,

1950.

2. Subject to the provisions of this
Order, the castes, races or tribes, or parts
of, or groups within, castes or tribes,
specified in Parts | to XVI of the Schedule
to this Order shall, in relation to the States
to which those Parts respectively relate,
be deemed to be Scheduled Castes so far
as regards members thereof resident in
the localities specified in relation to them

in those Parts of that Schedule.

3. Notwithstanding anything con-
tained in paragraph 2, no person who pro-
fesses a religion different from Hinduism
shall be deemed to be a member of a

Scheduled Caste.

January, 1950.

* ¥ % %

Provided that every member of the
Ramdasi, Kabirpanthi, Mazhabi or Sikligar
caste resident in Punjab or the Patiala and
East Punjab States Union shall, in relation
to that State, be deemed to be a member
of the Scheduled Castes whether he pro-
fesses the Hindu or the Sikh religion.

4. Any reference in the Schedule
to this Order to a district or other territo-
rial division of a State shall be construed h}‘
as a reference to that district or other ter-
ritorial division as existing on the 26th

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail com

RS okays bill conferring SC status on Neo-Buddhists

Source Courtesy: The Indian
Express, Wednesday, May 9, 1990
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday passed a bill
extending Scheduled Caste status to
neo-Buddhists on the basis of their
caste prior to conversion. The meas-
ure, which comes on the eve of Bud-
dha Pournami, was hailed by the

elders unanimously.

Accordingly, all such Bud-
dhists who belonged to Scheduled
Castes before conversion will now be
able to enjoy the benefits of SCs.

Speaking on the bill before its
passage, members cutting across
party lines, pleaded that this facility
should be extended to Christians and
Muslims on similar grounds. The Min-
ister for Welfare, Mr. Ram Vilas
Paswan, responding to members'
suggestion, said that matter could be
discussed among leaders of various
political parties later to consider the

BJP 'won't mind’ any

Source Courtesy: The Indian
Express, 13 June 1990
BJP President L.K. Advani said here
on Tuesday that from a purely party
perspective, the BJP would not mind
any realignment of forces in which,
instead of having to play its present
difficult role of critical support to the
National Front government, it func-
tioned as an opposition party zeal-
ously defending the people's interest.

Participating in a meet-the-
press programme at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram Press Club, Mr. Advani
clarified that he was stating the
party's position in the light of com-
ments from certain quarters that the
BJP was the main beneficiary of the
V.P. Singh government and the talk in
political circles of a national govern-
ment.

It was to honour the 1989
electoral mandate for the ouster of
the Congress-l that the BJP had de-
cided to extend critical support to the
NF government, he said. The party
was also convinced it had played this
role in the last seven months with re-
sponsibility and maturity. But the
party would not be averse to playing
the far easier role of opposition if
there were to be a fresh re-alignment
of forces.

The events in the last seven

suggestion.

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
however, adopted a different stand on
the question of extending SC status
to Christians and Muslims. Mr.
Pramod Mahajan (BJP) said SC status
could not be extended to Christians
and Muslims because their religions
were not offshoots of Hinduism. His
party had no objection to SC status
being given to Sikhs and now Bud-
dhists because they were basically
offshoots of Hinduism. This argument
was sought to be countered by sev-
eral members who said it would
amount to discrimination in the name
of religion and would be against the
spirit of secularism.

The bill set off much legal
wrangling between the National Front
and the Congress-l with the latter
wanted the bill rephrased to avoid any
possible litigation subsequent to its

months had disproved the assump-
tion that the unusual configuration in
national politics of a minority govern-
ment sustained by two ideologically
diverse political blocks - the BJP and
the Marxists - could not be an alter-
native to the Congress-I. All the prob-
lems faced by the NF government had
emanated neither from the BJP nor
from the Marxists but from within the
Front's own ranks, he said. If the
Janata Dal was able to manage its in-
ternal party affairs properly it could
well last its full term of five years as
the BJP, for its part, would very much
like. he said.

But there was talk of a re-
alignment of political forces inspired
by quarters unhappy with the present
alignment. The Congress-l was natu-
rally very bitter about the present
equations and had been itching to
destabilise it.

There were sections in the
Janata Dal unable to reconcile them-
selves to the V.P. Singh leadership
and wanting a new leader in his place.

The Marxist camp, as a
whole might not like to disturb the
present equation but some sections
were feeling sore that all their pre-
election plans to marginalise the BJP
had gone awry, he said.

They too would not mind

passage. Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. P. Shiv Shankar, said that the Bill,
in its present form, would highlight
the caste of the neo-Buddhist in order
to afford him the benefit of SC status.
This would be a retrogade step as the
Buddhist religion did not believe in the
caste system. Minister of Law and
Justice, Mr. Dinesh Goswamy dis-
agreed with him, saying that there
was no way to confer status on Neo-
Buddhists without determining their
caste before conversion.

An argument ensued and Mr.
Paswan assured members that the
government would take care of any
problem that would arise later. He
wanted that the Bill to be passed on
Tuesday since Buddha Poornima fell
on Wednesday. The members then
took up the discussion in right
earnest.

A number of members, including for-

mer Minister of State for Welfare,
Mrs. Margaret Alva (Cong-l), Mr. V.
Gopalaswamy (DMK) and Mr. Ajit
Yogi (Cong-l) wanted similar status to
be conferred on Christians. They said
it would be 'a grave discrimination’ if
the same facility was denied to them.

Mr. Gopalaswamy said it was
ironical that while ST converts to
Christianity enjoyed their benefits
even after conversion, converts to SC
did not get the same facility.

Prof. C.P. Thakur (Cong-l)
while supporting the bill wanted eco-
nomic criteria to be the basis for ex-
tending various constitutional
benefits. Determining various benefits
on the basis of castes was wrong, he
added. Mr. Sabir Ahmed Salaria (NC)
pleaded that Christians and Muslims
should not be denied the same bene-
fit being given to Sikhs earlier and
now to Buddhists.

realignment of forces

some new alignment taking place if
only that could curb BJP.

The BJP leader hailed the
Indo-Nepal agreement that helped to
restore bilateral relations to the pre-
1987 level. The worsening of rela-
tions with Nepal was a glaring
instance of the bankrupt neighbour-
hood policy of the Rajiv government,
he said.

However, he said, his party
was stoutly opposed to any move by
the V.P. Singh government to extend
reservation to converts to Islam and
Christianity from the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes.

It had supported the exten-
sion of reservation to SC/ST converts
to Buddhism because under the Con-
stitution, Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains
were classified as Hindus. To extend
reservation to converts to other reli-
gions would be violative of the rec-
ommendation of the Constituent
Assembly, he said.

Replying to questions, the
BJP President said that the BJP,
Janata Dal and the left parties were
having a successful interaction
among themselves. From the personal
talks he and Mr. Vajpayee had with
senior CPM leaders, he had gained
the impression that the CPM leaders
were themselves now questioning the

wisdom of having had joint anti-com-
munal conventions with the Con-
gress-I.

The BJP, he said, had not
been exerting any pressure on the
V.P. Singh government for partisan
gains. The four main issues on which
it had strongly come out against the
government were, handling of the Ru-
biya abduction, replacement of Gov-
ernor Jagmohan, the inflationary
nature of the budget and the failure
to give statehood to Delhi. The sup-
port for the NF government could not
be by way of 'ganging up' and avoid-
ing principled positions.

The party had already ex-
pressed its strong opposition to a
number of official amendments to the
Prasar Bharathi Bill which with a few
reservations was all right in spirit and
frame. He disclosed that the govern-
ment had agreed to have detailed dis-
cussions with the BJP and Marxists
before introducing the official amend-
ments.

Mr. Advani said that he did
not believe that the Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister had supported demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid mosque as re-
ported in a section of the press. He
evaded questions on the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi agitation planned by the
Viswa Hindu Parishad.
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Buddhists Are Hindus: Speech of Anagarika Dharmapala
At the 7th Sessmn of the Hindu Mahasabha at Benaras

The Hindu Maha Sabha
We reproduce below the speech of
the Venerable Anagarika Dharmapala
at the 7th Session of the Hindu Ma-
hasabha held at Benaras on the 19th
August 1923 under the presidency of
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya.
Buddhists Are Hindus

Mr. Anagarika Dharmapala of
Ceylon, in supporting the motion, for
the election of Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya to the Presidentship, said
that he had come from 2000 miles to
attend the Sabha with a view to illus-
trate that Jains and Buddhists were
also Hindus (cheers). The Buddhists
held Benaras as sacred and everlast-
ing "Achala-chaitya". Buddha
preached his doctrine of love in Be-
naras. It was believed that Maitreya
would soon be born in Benaras. The
speaker came to India 33 years ago
and he was forsaken by all, but his
dream was realised that day, (cheers),
400 millions of people were worship-
ping Buddha. They were all Hindus,
(cheers). Some might call them un-
Aryans ("no," "no",) but Buddhists
crossed the seas, taking Hindu civili-

e

sation with
them to Japan
and China and

made them
| Aryans. He
said, "l am an

Aryan. My fore-
fathers came
from Bengal."
The Japanese
called them-
selves Aryans.
| The speaker
was anxious to
unite Buddhists
and Hindus, the
two great fami-
lies together,
("hear",
| "hear.")
90 per cent of
| Hindus and
Buddhists were
| converted into
| Mussalmans
("shame").
| They must all
| be brought
back into Hin-

duism
("hear,"
"hear.")

I n
Kashmir,
several
Buddhists
have be-
come Mus-
salmans
and they'
must all be
recon -
verted

Lot NEERAJ PAUL )
"hear.") +91-99683-69972
dia e Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com

yet vitality and India throbs. Time at
present is propitious. He heard of
Malaviya in 1885.
Malaviya is a kind-hearted, noble-
hearted soul, a cultured Brahman
and, as such, he is the fittest person
to preside (cheers).
- A.B. Patrika
Source Courtesy: The Maha Bodhi
and The United Buddhist World,
Vol.31 (1923), Page No. 354-355

Dr. Ambedkar as Constitution-Maker

Source Courtesy: The Indian Civil
Liberties Bulletin, No.48,
September 1953
Dr. Ambedkar, reputed to be the
principal architect of the Indian Con-
stitution, emphatically disowned that
role, while speaking on the Andhra
State Bill, and said: "l was a mere
hack. | did what | was asked to do. |
only carried out the wishes of the
majority." And he was so thoroughly
dissatisfied with his handiwork that
he declared that "he would be the
first person to burn it." This state-
ment confirms the suspicion we have
long had that the Fundamental Rights
chapter of the Constitution did not re-
flect his mind, keen as we know him
to be on preservation of civil liberties.
The ultimate form which this chapter,
as the other chapters, assumed was
necessarily to depend upon the
wishes of the Constituent Assembly
as a whole, but the least anyone
would have expected of Dr. Ambed-
kar was to have put forward his own
views clearly and unambiguously,
leaving it to the Assembly either to
follow or not to follow his guidance.
But evidently he approached his task
as a limb of the Government, and not,
as we think he should have, as an in-
dependent member of the Con-
stituent Assembly free to make his
own individual contribution to the
framing of the

Constitution.

Nowhere was the result of his
considering himself as sitting in the
Constituent Assembly in the capacity
of Law Minister more disastrous than
in regard to the constitutional provi-
sion concerning Freedom of Person.
This provision as first drafted by the

advisory committee of the Con-
stituent Assembly was wholly satis-
factory, and we are quite willing to
believe it was due to the inspiration
of Dr. Ambedkar that the draft was so
satisfactory. The provision ran in
these words: "No person shall be de-
prived his life and liberty without due
process of law." The draft Constitu-
tion did not contain (as the Constitu-
tion finally adopted does not) a
specific provision, corresponding to
that in Art.l, sec.9(2), of the United
States Constitution, forbidding sus-
pension of habeas corpus in peace-
time. Probably Dr. Ambedkar thought
that such a provision would be too
much even for the advisory commit-
tee composed as it was of such eru-
dite reactionaries as Sir Alladi
Krishnaswamy Aiyar. Nevertheless,
personal liberty would have been ad-
equately guaranteed by insertion of
the words "due process of law" in the
Article relating to personal liberty,
which in the advisory committee's
draft stood as Art. 15. The Article
was passed by the Constituent As-
sembly too in that form on 30th April
1947. But the implications of these
words, which were borrowed from
Art. V of the United States Constitu-
tion and which were borrowed by the
framers of that Constitution in their
turn from England, were subse-
quently made known, it appears, to
the Government of India, which at
the time included, it should be re-
membered, men like the late Mr. Val-
labhbhai Patel, and the Government
apparently put its foot down on those
words when they knew what they
connoted in constitutional law. There-
upon Dr. Ambedkar, as a loyal mem-

ber of the Cabinet, changed the pro-
vision in the revised draft. It then as-
sumed this form:

No person shall be deprived
of his life or personal liberty except
according to procedure established
by law.

The fat was now in the fire.
Mr. P.R. Das, President of the All India
Civil Liberties Council, was the first
to show in the "Indian Law Journal”
how completely nugatory the pro-
fessed protection of personal liberty
would become if the Constitution
were to leave it to the legislature to
set limits at will to that liberty. To re-
move all constitutional limitations
from personal liberty, as would be the
result if the revised draft of art. 15
were to be adopted, he pointed out,
was in fact to score out Freedom of
Person from Fundamental Rights. And
in any case no purpose would be
served by retaining such a provision
in the Constitution, for, under the Ar-
ticle in this form, the executive alone
would be prevented from depriving in-
dividuals of their personal liberty ex-
cept as law provided, and no
constitutional provision was required
to ensure that the executive officials
kept within the bounds of law as it
might stand at any particular time.
This exposure made a deep impres-
sion on the public mind and when the
Article came up for discussion in the
Constituent Assembly even several
Congress members fondly thinking
that in such an important matter as
framing the country's Constitution
they were not to be bound by a party
mandate, denounced the revised draft
of the Article in scathing terms, say-
ing that personal liberty was too sa-

cred a thing to be left in the discre-
tion of a majority in the legislature ei-
ther to safeguard or to abrogate. The
debate had to be adjourned for sev-
eral days, and when the question was
raised again for final decision on the
last day of the then session of the
Assembly (13th December 1948 ), it
fell to Dr. Ambedkar to explain the
distinction between the original draft
and the new draft, between the ex-
pressions "due process of law" and
"procedure established by law".

He performed this task ex-
ceedingly well as befits a man of his
expert knowledge of constitutional
law. He agreed that the substitution
of the new phraseology would effect
a great change in the content of the
provision. He said:

'The "due process" clause, in
my judgement, would give the judici-
ary the power to question the law
made by the legislature (on the
ground) whether that law is in keep-
ing with certain fundamental princi-
ples relating to the rights of the
individual. In other words, the judici-
ary would be endowed with the au-
thority to question the law not merely
on the ground whether it was in ex-
cess of the authority of the legisla-
ture, but also on the ground whether
the law was a good law apart from
the question of the powers of the leg-
islature making the law. The law may
be perfectly good and valid so far as
the authority of the legislature is con-
cerned. But it may not be a good law,
that is to say, it violates certain fun-
damental principles, and the judiciary
would have that additional power of
declaring the law invalid. The
question (Contd. on next page)
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(Continue from page 6)
which arises in considering the mat-
ter is this.

We have no doubt given the
judiciary the power to examine laws
made by different legislative bodies
on the ground whether the laws are
in accordance with powers given to
them. The question now raised by
the introduction of the phrase "due
process" is whether the judiciary
should be given the additional power
to question the laws made by the
State on the ground that they violate
certain fundamental principles.'

Then he pointed out the two
alternative courses that were open to
the Constituent Assembly: (1) to im-
pose limitations on legislative power,
or (2) to give the rein to legislative
discretion. He continued:

'There are two views on this
point. One view is this: that the leg-
islature may be trusted not to make
any law which would abrogate the
fundamental rights of man, so to say,
the fundamental rights which apply
to every individual, and consequently,
there is no danger arising from the in-
troduction of the phrase "due
process.”" Another view is this: that it
is not possible to trust the legislature;
the legislature is likely to err, is likely
to be led away by passion, by party
prejudice, by party considerations,
and the legislature may make a law
which may abrogate what may be re-
garded as the fundamental principles
which safeguard the individual rights
of a citizen. We are therefore placed
in two difficult positions. One is to
give the judiciary the authority to sit
in judgment over the will of the legis-
lature and to question the law made
by the legislature on the ground that
it is not good law, in consonance
with fundamental principles. Is that a
desirable principle? The second posi-
tion is that the legislature ought to be
trusted not to make bad laws.'

Thus explaining the two
points of view from which the ques-
tion could be approached, he pro-
ceeded to say that he was unable to
decide which point of view should
prevail. He said:

"It is very difficult to come to
any definite conclusion. There are
dangers on both sides. For myself |
cannot altogether omit the possibility
of a legislature packed by party men
making laws which may abrogate or
violate what we regard as certain
fundamental principles affecting the
life and liberty of an individual. At the
same time, | do not see how five or
six gentlemen sitting in the Federal or
Supreme Court examining laws made
by the legislature and by dint of their
own individual conscience or their
bias or their prejudices be trusted to
determine which law is good and
which law is bad. It is rather a case
where a man has to sail between
Charybdis and Scylla, and | therefore

would not say anything. | would leave
it to the House to decide in any way
it likes.'

It is impossible to believe that

Dr. Ambedkar could not really make
up his mind as to which of the two
alternatives should be adopted. He
pleaded his inability to come to a de-
cision, we are quite certain, only be-
cause he found that his individual
opinion was in sharp conflict with the
opinion held in the powerful sections
of the Ministry. He fully realized that
even in a democracy the personal lib-
erty of minorities was likely to suffer
at the hands of the party in power,
unless constitutional limitations were
imposed on the kind of legislation it
might adopt by virtue of the brute
majority at its command. Indeed,
without such limitations the so-called
democracy is not a real democracy.
As was said by the Supreme Court of
the United States in Hurtado v. Cali-
fornia, 110 U.S. 516 (1884):
'A government which holds the lives,
the liberty and the property of its cit-
izens, subject at all times to the ab-
solute disposition and unlimited
control of even the most democratic
depository of power, is after all but a
despotism.

But he saw - or rather pre-
tended to see - difficulties in the
other alternative: viz., judges being
given power to overide the legislature
when legislation oversteps constitu-
tional provisions. Dr. Ambedkar is
surely not so innocent of law as not
to know that that is the essence of
all fundamental rights. If the legisla-
tive will is to be supreme, then there
can be no fundamental right, neither
to personal freedom nor to any other
freedom. As was observed by Justice
Patanjali Sastri (now Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court) in the Gopalan
case, "It is of the essence of that
conception (i.e., of the conception of
a fundamental right) that it is pro-
tected by the fundamental law of the
Constitution against infringement by
ordinary legislation." If such legisla-
tive infringement of personal liberty,
"the most important fundamental
right" (in the words of Justice Sastri),
is not provided against in the Consti-
tution, this vital liberty would be at
the mercy of legislative majorities and
Art. 15 (which now is numbered 21)
would mean, for want of "due
process" as was expressed by an
American judge in a similar context,
"You shall not take away life or per-
sonal freedom unless you choose to
take it away." And if the legislative
will is to be unchallengeable and the
doctrine of Parliamentary supremacy
in all respects is to be adopted, then
there can be no room for any Bill of
Rights, whose avowed object is to set
aside a region of freedom on which
no authority, either executive or leg-
islative, can trench. On such a basis
the whole of the Fundamental Rights

chapter of our Constitution will have
to be deleted therefrom.

It is true that the ruling inter-
pretation of any of the rights incorpo-
rated in a Bill of Rights may in any
particular case be delivered by the
Supreme Court even by a majority of
one Judge. But that is not peculiar to
cases involving Fundamental Rights;
that may conceivably happen in all
other cases. And if according to Dr.
Ambedkar, it is so nonsensical to
allow one Judge to set aside the
whole of the legislature, why should
he, one wonders, rail at the absence
of a provision in the Constitution, for
which he pleaded in speaking on this
occasion, enabling the Governor of a
province to veto a law passed by the
legislature on the ground that it does
not give adequate protection to the
interests of minorities. Why does he
suppose that the wisdom of this par-
ticular individual will be superior to
the collective wisdom of the legisla-
ture as a whole? Anyhow, he knows
that the chief, if not the sole, purpose
of any Bill of Rights is to check leg-
islative excesses and aggressions. If
the legislature is to be supreme, there
can be no Fundamental Right, and in
arguing as he did on the issue of per-
sonal liberty, Dr. Ambedkar was really
putting forwared a plea for dropping
the chapter in our Constitution on
Fundamental Rights in its entirety.
The truth is, as he has now blurted
out, that he was acting under orders
and he spoke in the way he did be-
cause he felt that that was the only
way in which he could carry out the
orders he had received. Dr. Ambedkar
is the last person to be subservient to
anyone. Only because of his miscon-
ceived loyalty to the Government in
which he had allowed himself to be
included he gave expression to such
absurdities. He has, we must say
with very great regret, done the ut-
most disservice to the country
thereby.

Thus the Article which was
originally intended to secure Freedom
of Person was shorn of all its reality,
and it stands in its present form,
meaningless and purposeless, in the
Constitution. But to leave no doubt in
the mind of anyone that detention
without trial even in peace-time was
sanctioned by the Constitution - sus-
pension of habeas corpus in a crisis
was never in question, for the Emer-
gency Provisions chapter in the Con-
stitution provides for suspension of
all Fundamental Rights in emergen-
cies - Art. 22 was later added by the
Constituent Assembly, making this a
unique feature of any democratic
Constitution, republican or monarchi-
cal. In the first Preventive Detention
case which was heard by the
Supreme Court, that of Gopalan, the
Justices, in the course of their judg-
ment upholding the validity of the
preventive detention law, pointed out

the uniqueness of our Constitution in
this respect. E.g. Justice Sastri refers
to "this sinister-looking feature; so
strangely out of place in a democratic
Constitution which invests personal
liberty with the sacrosanctity of a
fundamental right, and so incompati-
ble with the promises of its pream-
ble," and says, while pointing out
why he is constrained to sustain the
constitutionality of the law,

The outstanding fact to be
borne in mind in this connexion is
that preventive detention has been
given a constitutional status.

(Para. 119.)
Justice Mahajan says:

'Preventive detention laws are
repugnant to democratic constitu-
tions and they cannot be found to
exist in any of the democratic coun-
tries of the world... Curiously
enough, this subject (preventive de-
tention) has found place in the (In-
dian) Constitution in the chapter on
Fundamental Rights. (Para. 133.) Pre-
ventive detention means a complete
negation of freedom of movement
and personal liberty and is incompat-
ible with both those subjects, and yet
it is placed in the Constitution (relat-
ing to Fundamental Rights). (Para.
134.)

Justice Das says:

'Our Constitution has ac-
cepted preventive detention as the
subject-matter of peace-time legisla-
tion as distinct from emergency leg-
islation. It is a novel feature to
provide for preventive detention in
the Constitution. There is no such
provision in the Constitution of any
other country that | know of... To
many of us a preventive detention
law is odious at all times, but what |
desire to emphasize is that it is not
for the Court to question the wisdom
and policy of the Constitution which
the people have given unto them-
selves. (Para. 209.)

Justice Mukherjea says :

'Detention in such form (i.e.,
detention without trial ) is unknown
in America. It was resorted to in Eng-
land only during war time. But no
country in the world that | am aware
of has made this an integral part of
the Constitution, as has been done
in India.

This is undoubtedly unfortu-
nate, but it is not our business to
speculate on questions of policy or
attempt to explore the reasons which
led the representatives of our people
to make such a drastic provision in
the Constitution, which cannot but
be regarded as a most unwholesome
encroachment upon the liberties of
the people. (Para. 165.)

That Dr Ambedkar should
have made himself the author of such
a provision in the Constitution cannot
but cause profound grief to us. Little
wonder that he would rather set fire
to the Constitution.



POEGEN  ovvanscsinessn—vor1z || @ 23 wowseshioncon —_ QUEEERTID

PERSONAL LIBERTY- Which Art. 21 Does Not Guarantee

Source Courtesy:
The Indian Civil Liberties Bulletin,
No.16, January 1951

The story is often told of how the
framers of the constitution, by taking
out from Art. 21 relating to personal
liberty the words "due process of
law" which they had originally intro-
duced into it have reduced the article
to a futility. Mr. P. R. Das first pointed
out in the "Indian Law Journal" what
the consequence of this deletion
would be. Mr. Vaze then, in a paper
submitted to the first Indian Civil Lib-
erties Conference, showed that the
article as adopted was "absolutely
valueless" in so far as constitutional
protection of Freedom of Person was
concerned. He said: "(The article)
does nothing to assure personal lib-
erty. For all the good it is capable of
doing, it might as well not be in the
constitution at all. It only means that
no one shall do anything contrary to
law. Surely no constitutional provision
is required to enjoin observance of
legal requirements, either in regard to
personal liberty or anything else".
The Conference itself passed the fol-
lowing resolution on the article in
July 1949:

"Personal Freedom, which is basic to
all other forms of civil liberty, has no
existence as a constitutional right in
the constitution which the Con-
stituent Assembly has adopted, inas-
much as Art. 15 in the constitution
(this has now become Art. 21) gives
plenary power to the legislatures of

the Centre and the States to pass any
laws they may consider necessary or
expedient to restrict the Freedom of
Person. The words "due process of
law,"" which originally figured in the
article, were eventually removed for
the express purpose, as Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar made clear, of making it in-
competent for the courts to declare
invalid any such legislation as in their
opinion was unnecessary, arbitrary or
unreasonable. The change effected
renders Personal Freedom only a
statutory instead of a constitutional
right, placing it entirely at the mercy
of the legislative bodies in the coun-
try."”
Justice Tendolkar's Analysis

The view thus expressed re-
ceives weighty confirmation from the
observations made recently by the
Hon'ble Mr. S.R. Tendolkar, a judge of
the Bombay High Court, in a speech
before the Progressive Group of Bom-
bay. Following are some excerpts
from the speech relating to this sub-
ject:
The draftsmen of our constitution did
not desire the courts in India to have
the power to consider whether the
law itself was just and that is why
they deliberately changed the phrase-
ology "without due process of law"
into "except according to procedure
established by law". An attempt to
reinstate the former phraseology was
made in the Constituent Assembly by
Shri K.M. Munshi, the only dissenting
member of the Drafting Committee,

but it was strongly resisted and ulti-
mately defeated.

Another great lawyer Shri Al-
ladi Krishnaswami Ayyar twitted Mr.
Munshi by saying: "Some ardent de-
mocrat may have a greater faith in
the judiciary than in the conscious
will expressed through the enactment
of a popular legislature". The politi-
cian in him made him forget that if
the conscious will of the legislature
was always to prevail, there was no
occasion to enact any fundamental
rights.

By their very nature, they are
intended to act as a restraint on the
power of the legislature. Moreover, in
practice the so-called "conscious will
of the legislature” means the decision
of a majority of the legislature, and if
there is a party in power, the decision
of the majority of that party, which
may well be a small minority in the
legislature. The will of the legislature
need not, therefore, be sacrosanct in
matters affecting personal liberty.
But did the draftsmen of the consti-
tution succeed in their object by en-
acting the article as they did? [Yes!]
The matter came up for interpretation
before the Supreme Court in
Gopalan's case and the Supreme
Court, by a majority of 4 to 2, held
that "' law'' in this article meant any
law, howsoever capricious or unjust,
and that the courts had no power to
determine whether the law itself
was just.

The result inevitably is that

every per-
son is at
the mercy
of the legis-
lature; and
if it
chooses to |
behave in a

&

party spirit
or capri-
ciously in
matters af-
fecting life
or personal
liberty,
there is no remedy. The seriousness
of the situation can only realised by
taking a very extreme case.

Supposing for example that a
party in power decided to have a po-
litical purge and got the legislature to
pass a law that its political opponents
should be hanged, the law would be
good. | do not suggest that such a
thing is likely to happen; but political
purges have not been unknown at
least in some countries. This provi-
sion in the constitution drew the
caustic comment from a member of
the Constituent Assembly that the
Fundamental Rights were drafted
from a police constable's point of
view. The article as interpreted, in my
opinion, enacts no right, fundamental
or otherwise. Even without it, if a per-
son was deprived of life or personal
liberty except according to procedure
established by law, a remedy would
lie in a court of law.

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com

The “"Police Power” Doctrine

Source Courtesy: The Indian Civil
Liberties Bulletin, No.36,
September 1952
It will be remembered that at the
time of the passage of the Constitu-
tion Amendment Bill the then Law
Minister, Dr. Ambedkar, sought to jus-
tify the additional drastic restrictions
imposed on Freedom of Expression
by referring to the American doctrine
of the police powers of the states. He
argued that on account of this doc-
trine" invented" by the U. S. Supreme
Court the fundamental rights in that
country were limited by the inherent
power vesting in the governments of

the states to preserve order, etc., land
that therefore no constitutional limi-
tations on the scope of these funda-
mental rights were required in the
United States, whereas in India, a
similar doctrine not being held to be
operative, our fundamental rights
must be restricted in the Constitution
itself. He spoke as if in the United
States the states' police .power
ranked above the Bill of Rights in-
cluded in the organic law of that
country. The words he used were: "In
the U.S. A., the freedom of the press
has been interpreted by the Supreme
Court as being subject to the police

power of the states.”

We then pointed out (at p.
280): that it was an entirely wrong
interpretation of the constitutional
law of the United States that the Law
Minister had put forward; that the
Constitution of that country is always
held to have superior authority and no
exercise of the police power by the
states is ever allowed to overstep the
limits set by the Constitution to that
power. We cited authorities to prove
our point too. But today we quote an-
other authority. Mr. Walter F. Dodd
says in "Cases and Materials on Con-
stitutional Law at p. 997 (fourth edi-

tion):

The term ("police power '')
means nothing as a test of the valid-
ity of legislation... The exercise of
these powers is subject to the restric-
tions of written Constitutions, and
the validity of each new assertion of
congressional or state legislative
power is sooner or later tested in the
courts. Enactments which stand this
test are proper exercises of the police
power. If they violate constitutional
guarantees, they are invalid.

How misleading was Dr.
Ambedkar's contention, and yet Mr.
Nehru repeated it parrot-wise!

HINDU CODE FOR ENTIRE INDIA OR NOT AT ALL
Ambedkar's Firm Stand: Sikhs, Buddhists Can't Be Excluded
CRITICS TOLD CIVIL CODE CAN BE PRODUCED IN TWO DAYS

Source Courtesy:

The Indian Express,
Thursday, February 8, 1951
The Law Minister, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
intervening in the clause-by-clause
discussion on the Hindu Code Bill in
Parliament today, said he would either
have the Hindu Code apply to the
whole of India or not at all. He was
not prepared to exclude any part of

India from its purview.

He, however, assured the
House that he wanted to make the
code "as easy as | can possibly make
it". He told Pandit Thakurdas Bhar-

gava, who was opposed to violent
changes in the customary law of the

Code to Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains
was a historical development and it

Punjab, that
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The application of the Hindu

~ the Hindu legal
framework intact. He did not pro-
pound a separate law for his follow-

ers. The same was the case with Ma-
havir and the ten Sikh Gurus. The
Privy Council had as early as 1830
laid down that the Sikhs were gov-
erned by Hindu Law.

Dr. Ambedkar described as
lacking even in commonsense the
suggestion made by some members
that the Hindu Code should apply to
non-Hindus like  Muslims and
Christians.

Speaking after Ambedkar, Mr.
R.K. Choudhuri said the House had
no mandate from the electorate to
pass the Bill.
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J.C. JOHARI ON THE CONSTITUTION AS A CONGRESS DOCUMENT

"As already pointed out, the Constitu-
tion of India is a Congress document for
the simple reason that the Congress not
merely acted like a national political or-
ganisation in winning seats for the grand
Consembly. More than that it became the
Parliament and the Interim Government
in addition to serving as the sovereign
constitutional convention at work. That
is, the Congress was all - the party, the
Government, the Constituent Assembly -
even the country. In fine, the Congress
came to serve like a great political organ-
isation of a great nation entrusted with
the great work of framing the fundamen-
tal rules of the Fundamental law of the
land. "It is rightly said: "The Constituent
Assembly was a one party body in an es-
sentially one-party country. The Assem-
bly was the Congress and the Congress
was India. There was a third point that
completed a right triangle, the govern-
ment (meaning the apparatus of elected
government both provincial and na-
tional), for the Congress was the govern-
ment too. The Assembly, the Congress,
was, and the government were, like the
points of a triangle separate entities, but
linked by overlapping membership, they
assumed a form infinitely meaningful for
India. "The statement that the Indian
Constitution is virtually a gift of the Con-

gress Party in return for the great confi-
dence that the nation reposed in it and
by virtue of which it became the reposi-
tory of the power transferred by the
British after a lot of political wrangling,
does not imply that it was the Congress
as a whole that should have credit of
being the architect of the Basic Law of
the Land. Rather, it was a small section
of the top leaders like Nehru, Patel,
Prasad and Azad - what Austin calls the
'Congress oligarchy'."lt was the small
section of the top leadership that consti-
tuted the core of the Congress Working
Committee and that first took all impor-
tant decisions and then prompted the
Drafting Committee to shape the lan-
guage of the Draft Constitution accord-
ingly. More than that, it was this top
leadership that played a very effective
role in the debate of the Assembly. The
result was that either the House was
taken under influence by these leaders,
or the whip was issued to keep the pos-
sible opponents under control. It should,
however, be borne in mind that the Con-
gress oligarchy normally refrained from
placing an unduly heavy hand on the
voice of the members speaking against
its wishes. The main desire of the top
leaders was to achieve somehow the
consensus invariably on matters of great

significance. (From J.C. Johari's "Indian
Government and Politics") Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar on the Congress Party in the
Constituent Assembly (according to J.C.
Johari). "The fact of the leadership of the
Congress oligarchy with the most promi-
nent role of Nehru, in collaboration with
Patel, dismisses the case of Ambedkar's
being the "Father of the Constitution”.
mbedkar was a non-Congressman having
no place in the real decision-making body
of the Congress oligarchy. The real role
of this great constitutionalist should,
therefore, be discovered in his unparal-
leled skill and competence in giving the
form of draft constitutional provisions to
the wishes of the top Congress leaders
and then defending the work of the
Drafting Committee in the House with
such a force of argument that the draft
provisions eventually became parts of the
Constitution. As a matter of fact, he was
a 'constitutional manoeuvrer whose in-
dustry and diligence was a wonder to all’
and, as Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya paid his
glowing compliment, "a steam-roller in-
tellect, he brought to bear upon his mag-
nificent and tremendous task, down all
palms and short puppies. Whenever he
felt to be right, he stood by regardless of
| consequences.”

"Ambedkar himself realised this

fact and at one
stage he said:
The task of the
Constituent As-
sembly  would
have been a very
difficult one if it
had been merely
a motley crowd,
a tasselled pave-
ment without
cement, a black
stone here and a
white stone
there in which
each member of each group was a law
unto itself. There would have been noth-
ing but chaos. The possibility of chaos
was reduced to nil by the existence of
the Congress Party inside the Assembly
which brought into the proceedings a
sense of order and discipline. It is be-
cause of the discipline of the Congress
Party that the Drafting Committee was
able to pilot the Constitution in the As-
sembly with the sure knowledge as to
the fate of each article and each amend-
ment. The Congress Party is, therefore,
entitled to all the credit for the smooth
sailing of the Draft Constitution in the
Assembly". - Source Courtesy:
Socialist India, Vol. X, 1975

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com

The Saar Plebiscite and Indian Constituent Assembly

Source Courtesy: The Modern Re-
view, Vol. LVII, January - June 1935

The object of the Saar
plebiscite was to find out which gov-
ernment the people of the Saar
would like to live under, and they
have chosen that of Germany. As the
League of Nations was a consenting
party to this plebiscite and Britain,
the leading member of the League,
supported the idea, the British nation
should agree elsewhere, too, to the
application of the principle that a
people should be allowed to choose
its own government.

The Indian National Congress
wants a Constituent Assembly. In
the debate on Indian Constitutional
Reform in Parliament on December
10 last, Sir Samuel Hoare said that
the proposal was quite impracticable.
But Mr. Horace G. Alexander has
shown in an article in the January

HORACE G. ALEXANDER

Source Courtesy: The Modern Review
Vol.LVIl Numbers 1 to 6, January to June 1935
Page No.257
"Supposing such an Assembly were formed, would it ever come
to an agreement? If unanimity is asked for, probably not. What
Constituent Assembly in any country ever agree unanimously?
Apart from that, the chances of agreement would depend mainly
on one condition. If the Constitution made for India in India was
liable to be rejected by the British Parliament, probably there
would be no agreement. If on the other hand the British Govern-
ment and Parliament had made it clear in advance that whatever
was agreed to by, say, a two-thirds or three-quarter majority in
India would be accepted here without changing a comma, then
at once | believe we should see Dr. Moonje and Dr. Ambedkar
(High caste Hindu and untouchable of untouchables), the Aga
Khan and Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru and all the rest tumbling over
each other in their haste to agree. The moment they knew that
Britain was proposing to part with power, their differences would

decrease to almost vanishing point."

- HORACE G. ALEXANDER

number of India Bulletin, the organ of
“The Friends of India” that it is not
so impracticable as it appears. He
writes in the course of his article:

‘Supposing such an Assem-
bly were formed, would it ever come
to an agreement? If unanimity is
asked for, probably not. What Con-
stituent Assembly in any country
ever agree unanimously? Apart from
that, the chances of agreement
would depend mainly on one condi-
tion. If the Constitution made for
India in India was liable to be re-
jected by the British Parliament,
probably there would be no agree-
ment.

If on the other hand the
British Government and Parliament
had made it clear in advance that
whatever was agreed to by, say, a
two-thirds or three-quarter majority
in India would be accepted here

without changing a comma, then at
once | believe we should see Dr.
Moonje and Dr. Ambedkar (High
caste Hindu and untouchable of un-
touchables), the Aga Khan and Pan-
dit Jawahar Lal Nehru and all the rest
tumbling over each other in their
haste to agree. The moment they
knew that Britain was proposing to
part with power, their differences
would decrease to almost vanishing
point.’

There is sense in that.

Mr. Alexander concludes his
article thus:

‘Later in the speech of De-
cember 10th, that | have quoted, Sir
Samuel Hoare said: “l do not believe
that it is a choice between a Bill
founded upon the broad lines of the
Committee’s Report and a more ad-
vanced Bill at any near future date ...
| do not see, within any reasonable

compass of time, any other Govern-
ment, Conservative, Labour, or Lib-
eral, giving the time and the trouble
and incurring the unpopularity in this
country of introducing another
scheme.”

Certainly, any Labour or other
left wing Government will want to
give most of its time to social legis-
lation. But we do not ask it to pro-
duce another Indian Constitution Bill.
We only ask it to get the necessary
resolutions passed through Parlia-
ment for setting up a Constituent
Assembly in India, and for accepting
the measure India agrees upon. That
will not take up much Parliamentary
time.’

But when, if ever, will there
be such a justice-loving, philan-
thropic and pro-Indian Parliament in
Imperial Great Britain.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

(Continue from page 3)
We have the honour to be

Your most obedient admirers
The Members of Ad Dharam (Aboriginese)

Memorandum submitted by
Mr. M.A. Ghani, M.L.C., General Secretary,
Punjab Labour Board to Indian Franchise
Committee, 1932
Representation of the

“A strong movement is afoot among
these people to cut themselves off from the
Hindus and form a separate religion of their
own. This religion is called “Ad-Dharm”. So
popular the movement is among them that
in the last census, with all the atrocities and
cruelties perpetrated upon them by the

AD-DHARN MANDAL MEMORANDUNM TO THE EARL OF WILLINGDON

Hindus and Sikhs, no less than 4 lakhs of
them were able to have themselves recorded
as Ad-Dharmis. Had there been no pressure
on them from the well-to-do communities,
their number would surely have been no less
than 25 lakhs. Under the circumstances, |
would strongly appeal for separate elec-
torates for them. Their election should in no
way differ from the election of other com-
munities except that there should be mixed
groups of both their men and women.

Sirs,

Mandal (Punjab)
Jullundur City

Depressed Classes

scribed to be religiously depressed form a
separate entity and should be called upon to
elect their own representatives. Their con-
stituencies should be formed just like the
constituencies of other communities. | am in
favour of giving to them proportionate repre-
sentation according to their population. | in-
sist on their separate electorates.”

All the communities which | have de-




[IEPGEN  ovvansssinscn oz || @ s wowseshioincon — QEEEEETID
WE SHARE A COMMON FAITH IN DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS

Prime Minister Nehru's
TV-Radio Statement
Text of Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru's television and radio
statement at 11:15 P.M. E.S.T. on
December 18, 1956, from the Pan
American Union Building,
Washington D.C.
Friends,

| am emboldened to address
you in this intimate fashion because of
the friendship and hospitality which
you, the citizens of the United States,
have showered upon me. | have come
to your great country on a brief visit at
the gracious invitation of your Presi-
dent, whose humanity and whose dis-
tinguished and devoted services to the
cause of peace have won for him a
unique place among the statesmen of
the world. | am happy to be here and
my only regret is that | can only stay a
few days and have no opportunity of
meeting many of you personally.

Five years ago, a professor of
an American University visited me in
Delhi and gave me a gift which | have
treasured greatly. This was a mould in
brass of Abraham Lincoln's right hand.
It is a beautiful hand, strong and firm
and yet gentle. It has been kept ever
since on my study table, and | look at
it every day, and it gives me strength.

Democratic Way of Life

This may, perhaps, give you
some idea of our thinking and our
urges in India. For, above all, we be-
lieve in liberty, equality, the dignity of
the individual and the freedom of the
human spirit. Because of this, we are
firmly wedded to the democratic way
of life and, in our loyalty to this cause,
we will not falter. Nearly seven years
ago, we constituted our country into a
Republic and gave to ourselves a Con-
stitution based on these principles, and
guaranteeing the fundamental human
rights of freedom of the individual,
equality of man and the rule of law.

Five years ago, we had general
elections in our country for our Central
Parliament as well as for our State As-
semblies. These elections were organ-
ized on a vast scale by an authority
free of Government control, so as to
ensure that they were free and impar-
tial. Early next year, we are going to
have another general election in which
two hundred million voters are entitled
to participate. You will realize the vast-
ness of these elections when | tell you
that there will be one million two hun-
dred thousand polling booths, so that
no voter need to have to go far to give
his vote.

As you know, India is a big
country, with a population of three
hundred and seventy million, one-sev-
enth of the total population of the
world. It is a country steeped in history
and tradition, with a civilization nearly
as old as recorded time, and a culture
nourished on its own soil and blended
happily with those of other peoples
and of other lands. This year, we cele-
brated in India and in many other coun-
tries, the two thousand five hundredth
anniversary of a very great son of
India, the Buddha, who gave us a mes-
sage of peace and compassion.

Messengers of Peace

Through the centuries, India
has preached and practiced toleration
and understanding, and has enriched

human thought, art and literature, phi-
losophy and religion. Her sons jour-
neyed far and wide, braving the perils
of land and sea, not with thoughts of
conquest or domination, but as mes-
sengers of peace or engaged in the
commerce of ideas as well as of her
beautiful products. During these mil-
lenia of history, India has experienced
both good and ill but, throughout her
chequered history, she has remem-
bered the message of peace and toler-
ance. In our own time, this message
was proclaimed by our great leader
and master, Mahatma Gandhi, who led
us to freedom by peaceful and yet ef-
fective action on a mass scale.

we have begun on a more ambitious
scale our Second Five-Year Plan, which
seeks a planned development in agri-
culture and industry, town and country,
and between factory and small-scale
and cottage production.

| speak of India because it is
my country and | have some right to
speak for her. But, many other coun-
tries in Asia tell the same story, for
Asia today is resurgent, and these
countries which long lay under foreign
yoke, have won back their independ-
ence and are fired by a new spirit and
strive towards new ideals. To them, as
to us, independence is as vital as the
breath they take to sustain life, and

colonialism, in any
form, or anywhere,
is abhorrent.
World Our
Neighbor
The vast
strides that tech-
nology has made,
have brought a
new age of which
the United States
| of America is the
leader. Today, the
whole world is our
neighbor, and the
old divisions of

ON TV: Prime Minister Nehru makes a radio and television statement from
the Pan American Union Hall, Washington, D.C. on December 18

Nine years ago, we won our in-
dependence through a bloodless revo-
lution, in conditions of honor and
dignity both to ourselves and to the
erstwhile rulers of our country. We in
India today are children of this revolu-
tion and have been conditioned by it.
Although your revolution in America
took place long ago and the conditions
were different here, you will appreciate
the revolutionary spirit which we have
inherited and which still governs our
activities.

Dynamism and Development

Having attained political free-
dom, we are earnestly desirous of re-
moving the many ills that our country
suffers from, of eliminating poverty
and raising the standards of our peo-
ple, and giving them full and equal op-
portunties of growth and
advancement. India is supposed to be
given to contemplation, and the Amer-
ican people have shown by their his-
tory that they possess great energy,
dynamism and the passion to march
ahead. Something of that contempla-
tive spirit still remains in India. But, at
the same time, the new India of today
has also developed a certain dynamism
and a passionate desire to raise the
standards of her people. But, with that
desire is blended the wish to adhere to
the moral and spiritual aspects of life.

We are now engaged in a gi-
gantic and exciting task of achieving
rapid and large-scale economic devel-
opment of our country. Such develop-
ment, in an ancient and
under-developed country such as India,
is only possible with purposive plan-
ning. True to our democratic principles
and traditions, we seek in free discus-
sion and consultation as well as in im-
plementation the enthusiasm and the
willing and active cooperation of our
people. We completed our First Five-
Year Plan eight months ago, and now

continents and
countries matter
less and less.

Peace and freedom have become indi-
visible, and the world cannot continue
for long partly free and partly subject.
In this atomic age, peace has also be-
come a test of human survival.

Recently, we have witnessed
two tragedies which have powerfully
affected men and women all over the
world. These are the tragedies in Egypt
and Hungary. Our deeply felt sympa-
thies must go out to those who have
suffered or are suffering, and all of us
must do our utmost to help them and
assist in solving these problems in a
peaceful and constructive way. But
even these tragedies have one hopeful
aspect, for they have demonstrated
that the most powerful countries can-
not convert to old colonial methods or
impose their domination over weak
countries. World opinion has shown
that it can organize itself to resist such
outrages. Perhaps, as an outcome of
these tragedies, freedom will be en-
larged and will have a more
assured basis.

Path of Non-Alignment

The preservation of peace
forms the central aim of India's policy.
It is in the pursuit of this policy that we
have chosen the path of non-alignment
in any military or like pact or alliance.
Non-alignment does not mean passiv-
ity of mind or action, lack of faith or
conviction. It does not mean submis-
sion to what we consider evil. It is a
positive and dynamic approach to such
problems that confront us. We believe
that each country has not only the
right to freedom, but also to decide its
own policy and way of life. Only thus
can true freedom flourish and a people
grow according to their own genius.

We believe, therefore, in non-
aggression and non-interference by
one country in the affairs of another,
and the growth of tolerance between
them and the capacity for peaceful co-

existence.

We think

that by the

free ex-

change of

ideas and

trade and

other con-

tacts be-

tween

nations,

each will ! /

learn from ;_f L
the other,
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deavor to maintain friendly relations
with all countries, even though we may
disagree with them in their policies or
structure of government. We think that
by this approach, we can serve not
only our country but also the larger
causes of peace and good fellowship
in the world.

Between the United States and
India, there had existed friendly and
cordial relations even before India
gained her independence. No Indian
can forget that in the days of our
struggle for freedom, we received from
your country a full measure of sympa-
thy and support. Our two Republics
share a common faith in democratic in-
stitutions and the democratic way of
life and are dedicated to the cause of
peace and freedom. We admire the
many qualities that have made this
country great, and, more especially,
the humanity and dynamism of its peo-
ple and the great principles to which
the fathers of the American Revolution
gave utterance. We wish to learn from
you and we plead for your friendship,
and your cooperation and sympathy in
the great task that we have undertaken
in our own country.

Talks with President

| have had the great privilege
of having long talks with the President,
and we have discussed many problems
which confront the world. | can tell
you that | have greatly profited by
these talks. | shall treasure their mem-
ory and they will help me in many
ways in my thinking. | sincerely hope
that an opportunity may be given to us
before long to welcome the President
in our own country and to demonstrate
to him the high respect and esteem in
which we hold him. We have recently
witnessed grievous transgressions of
the moral standards freely accepted by
the nations of the world. During this
period of anxiety and distress, the
United States has added greatly to its
prestige by upholding worthily the prin-
ciples of the Charter of the United Na-
tions. The danger of war is not past,
and the future may hold fresh trials
and tribulations for humanity. Yet, the
forces of peace are strong, and the
mind of humanity is awake. | believe
that peace will triumph. We are cele-
brating in this season the festival of
peace and goodwill and soon the New
Year will come to us. May | wish you
all a happy New Year and express the
hope that this year will see the triumph
of peace and freedom all over the
world - Good Night!

Source Courtesy:
India News, Vol.2, January 1957
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Prime IVI|n|ster Nehru' s Visit to USA in 1956

Prime Minister Nehru with the Welcoming Committee on his arrival at the Washington National
Airport. Left to right: General Nathan F. Twining, Chief of Staff, U.S. Air Force; Vice-President Mrs. Indira Gandhi, dau i ini ie Ei
- ; > At . ' ' ; . daughter of the Prime Minister, Mrs. Mamie Eisenhower, WELCOME AT THE WHITE HOUSE: President Eisenh ts
Richard M.Nixon, Prime Minister Nehru, and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles Prime Minister Nehru and President Eisenhower i Pl gttt v dyrsonintind o

/\ A
AT BLAIR HOUSE: President Eisenhower calls for Prime Minister Nehru as Y ¥ P - /1‘ .

the two leaders set off for Mr. Eisenhower's farm at Gettysburg, Pa., on the Mrs. Indira Ganchi and Prime Minister Nehru at the lunchecn given in thair
merning of December 17, for their talks on the international situation. Driving off to Gettysburg honour by Vice-President and Mrs. Nixon {December 18)

y " ’ y o o Atthe National Gallery of Art, on December 19, the Prime Minister examines At the Reception for the Prime Minister at the Indian Embassy (December 18).
Chief Justice Earl Warren, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Mrs. Warren and Prime Minister Nehru a seltporrit by Rembrandh Van Ryn. Wi M Netry s M. o Waler, Left to right: Mrs. Douglas, Prime Minister Nehru, Justice William O. Douglas
at the dinner given by the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court (December 16} Director of the Gallery of the U.S. Supreme Court, and Mrs. Indira Gandhi.

AT THE EMBASSY: Prime Minister Nehru addresses members of the Indian community WELFARE CENTER: At the workshops of the Goodwill Industries, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
in Washigton, D.C. (December 16) was presented with a doll made by the physically handicapped.

Mrs. Indira Gandhi is greeted by Mrs.
Mamie Eisenhower at the White House

AT THE BANQUET given by Secrelary of Slale John Foster Dulles far Prime Minster Nehiu al luncheon given in her honor
Prima Minister Nehru anc President Eissnhowsr atter their final corference OR Ty Prime Minlster Nehru makes a radio 2nd television staterment from 1he Pan American Union, Washinglon. D.G.. on December 18 (Decem Ber 1 ?}
ir the Presidents cfics at the Whits House on December 19 e Pan American Lnien Hall, Washingten, D.C, on Decemisr 18 Lef  right: . Culles, Mrs. Indira Gandki, Mrs. Dulles, Mr. Nehru.
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Sacramento CARES Act Funding #5

In recent days, Sacramento County
and other local governments have
been under the spotlight regarding
how we have used our portion of the
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) money
from the federal government via the
CARES Act.

Sacramento County received
$181 million, and | want to take this
opportunity to explain to you how
Sacramento County is spending this
money and to clear up some confu-
sion that people may have.

The confusion stems from an
article in a local Sacramento newspa-
per that misleadingly stated that
Sacramento County is using most of
the CRF funding to pay for law en-
forcement. The article downplayed
some simple truths that need to be
pointed out and left people with the
incorrect belief that we hired more
public safety officers instead of
spending money on much needed
public health priorities.

As a direct response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, we activated
the County Office of Emergency
Services and our Countywide Emer-

gency Operations. All departments
were instructed to submit their
COVID-19 expenditures as the crisis
evolved. Expenditures that were eligi-
ble for CRF money were approved,
while others were eligible for other
State and Federal funds. Importantly,
all requests submitted by the Depart-
ment of Health Services (which in-
cludes Public Health) were approved.
Our number one priority was the
health and safety of the people of
Sacramento County, and nothing got
in the way of that.

Additionally, CRF money only
covered existing positions in qualified
classifications. We prioritized CRF re-
quests to General Fund relief so that
we could preserve those General
Fund dollars for future needs. Public
Safety and Health did not receive
funding for new positions from the
$132 million. Rather, the County
used $132 million of Coronavirus Re-
lief Fund money for payroll that
would have come from our General
Fund. The reason the Sheriff's office
received so much money is that the
Sheriff's office happens to be by far

Prime Minister Nehru's visit to USA in 195!

AT THE U.N.: Prime Minister Nehru and U N. Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold
examine a U.N, hat as worn by the U.N. roops in the Suez.

Mayar Wagner gave a luncheon at the Waldorf Astoria, New York, on December 20 in honor of
Prime Minister Mehru. Left to right: Govemar Averill Harriman, Mr. Nehru. Mayor Wagner.

the largest percentage of our general
fund payroll. That is the case for a va-
riety of reasons, chiefly being that
you usually cannot use state/federal
money to pay for it. It's that way for
other public jurisdictions also.

The County is now able to
use that $132 million to avoid signif-
icant reductions in services from Gen-
eral Fund Departments, such as Child
and Adult Protective Services, Health
Services, Public Safety, Human Assis-
tance, In-Home Supportive Services,
and Homeless Services. General
Fund dollars are more flexible than
CRF dollars, so we are being strategic
in where we spend them so we can
free up other money elsewhere.

With law enforcement being a
majority of our general fund, they are
also likely the one that gets cut the
most during economic downturns.
With the County projecting, a loss of
over $160 million in revenue, not put-
ting the $132 million into payroll
could have meant laying off a devas-
tating amount of Sheriff's Deputies
and staff. That is a grim reality that
| do not wish upon the communities

PRESS CONFERENCE: Prime Minister Nehru held a press conference at the Mational Press
Club. Washington. D.C.. on December 19. Here Mr. Frank Holeman, President of the Club, is

of Sacra-
mento
County,
under any
circum -
stance.

W e
still  have
around $33
million left to spend out of our CRF
money.

You have my promise that |
will continue to advocate for funding
public health, public safety, and all
other vital departments who are on
the front line during this crisis.

Thank you for reading — and
as always, if you want to contact me,
call me at 916-874-5491,
or e-mail me at
SupervisorFrost@saccounty.net.

Sue Frost represents the 4th
District, which includes all or part of
the communities of Citrus Heights,
Folsom, Orangevale, Antelope, Rio
Linda, Elverta, Gold River, Rancho

Sue Frost

Sacramento County Supervisor

Murieta, North Highlands,
Carmichael, Foothill Farms and
Fair Oaks

seen introducing the Prime Minister.

Counter Currents.Org | August 10, 2020
Dalit Christians and Dalit Muslims observe August
10th across the country as a day to highlight and
protest the denial of the fundamental constitutional
rights to them for the last seventy years!

When India became a Republic, we re-
solved as a nation to secure Justice, Equality, Lib-
erty and Dignity for all our citizens. Members of
castes worst affected from centuries of social op-
pression, the Scheduled Castes (SCs), were consti-
tutionally assured special protection and affirmative
benefits. These measures are necessary to help
them overcome the effect of centuries of discrimi-
nation and oppression. The Constitution of India is
a protector of democratic values, and articles 25 to
28 list provisions that ensure freedom of religion.
Unfortunately, these fundamental rights have been
denied to the Dalit communities converted to Chris-
tianity and Islam through the infamous Presidential
(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950. This privilege was
extended in 1956 to Sikhs and in 1990 to Bud-
dhists of dalit origin. Dalit Christians and Dalit Mus-
lims continue to be kept outside this privilege.

Approximately 70% of the Christian pop-
ulation in India are from Scheduled Caste back-
grounds. Dalit Christians have a unique history of
faith experiences because of their caste identity.
They embraced Christianity as a faith affirmation
against caste slavery and these experiences vary
according to regional contexts. It is not only com-
mon knowledge but also borne out of numerous ex-
tensive research studies that the Dalits are
unfortunately still identified first by their caste by a
large section of the Indian society. All their other
identities, arising from their religious, regional, lin-
guistic and other affiliations are secondary identities
that do nothing to displace the severity of the
caste-based discrimination and violence that

Dalit Christians and Dalit Muslims await justice:
10 Years of Discrimination based on Religion

they suffer.

Followed by the decades long mass
struggles and advocacy initiatives, finally a Writ Pe-
tition (180/2004) was filed in the Supreme Court
of India by the Centre for Public Interest Litigation
challenging the Presidential (Scheduled Castes)
Order, 1950. The Writ Petition is also looking for
justice from the apex court to allow and extend the
Scheduled Caste status to Christians of Scheduled
Caste origin for availing special privilege in educa-
tion, getting scholarships, employment opportunity,
welfare measures, affirmative actions, right to con-
test in the reserved constituencies from panchayat,
legislative assemblies up to the Parliament and for
availing the legal remedy/protection under Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled tribes (Prevention) of
Atrocities Act, 1989 amended in the year 2018.

On January 7th 2020, The Supreme
Court agreed to examine the plea filed by Adwv.
Franklin Ceaser Thomas that Dalit Christians or
Christians of Scheduled Castes origin should enjoy
the same quota benefits reserved for Scheduled
Castes. A bench led by Chief Justice of India
Sharad A. Bobde issued notice to the central gov-
ernment that reservation for government jobs and
admissions in education institutions should be made
“religion neutral”. The Civil Writ petition is pending
before the Hon’ble Court for further hearing. The
70 years of struggle for justice should be supported
by the people who believe in equality and democ-
racy. The Supreme Court has a monumental oppor-
tunity now to render justice to millions of Dalit
Christians and Dalit Muslims who continue to suffer
from social stigma and the horrors of
untouchability.

We await Justice with earnest faith in God
Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary,
National Council of Churches in India

Raghavendra P Tiwari is new vice-chancellor
of Central University of Punjab in Bathinda

A specialist in earth sciences, Tiwari replaces RP
Kohli and is expected to take charge next week

Chandigarh- Raghavendra P Tiwari
has been appointed the new vice-
chancellor of Central University of

KP Mundra said.
Tiwari will be the third vice-
chancellor of the Bathinda-based uni-

Punjab (CUP), Bathinda. r—

At present, Ti-
wari is the vice-chancel-
lor of Dr Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, a cen-
tral university at Sagar
in Madhya Pradesh.

Tiwari, who re-
places RP Kohli, is likely
to join next week.

The new vice-
chancellor will serve for
five years or till the time
he attains the age of 70
years, whichever is
earlier.

The Union human resource
development ministry issued a notifi-
cation on Thursday after President
Ram Nath Kovind appointed Tiwari
the CUP vice-chancellor, registrar Dr

versity, which was set

,_;-; \ ‘ up in 2009.

A distinguished aca-
demician, Tiwari did PhD
in geology from Gauhati

University. He spe-
cialises in earth sci-
ences, including

palaeontology (analysis
of plant and animal fos-
sils) and seismology. He
is engaged in research in
palaeobiology (biology of
fossil animals and
plants).

Tiwari has served as dean,
School of Earth Sciences and Natural
Resource Management, and re-
mained head of the department of
geology at Mizoram University.

- Source Courtesy: Hindustan Times
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Constitutional Predilections - By James Chiriyankandath

Source Courtesy:
India Seminar, December 1999

Politically, the Hindu majoritarians,
overwhelmingly caste Hindu by back-
ground, were concerned first with es-
tablishing the ‘Hindu’ identity of
out-castes. In August 1947, Sardar
Patel accepted an amendment to the
first Minority Rights Report from K. M.
Munshi that explicitly referred to the
Scheduled Castes as a ‘section of the
Hindu Community’ (cad v, p. 234).
The Constitution prohibited the prac-
tice of untouchability in any form (Art.
17), further empowering the state to
make any law ‘providing for social wel-
fare and reform or the throwing open
of Hindu religious institutions of a pub-
lic character to all classes and sections
of Hindus’ (Art. 25.2b). Significantly,
an explanation was added that the ref-
erence to °‘Hindus’ included Sikhs,
Jains and Buddhists.

On 26 November 1949, after almost
three years of deliberation, the Con-
stituent Assembly of India adopted a
constitution for what remains the
world’s largest liberal democracy. From
our vantage point 50 years later, it is
instructive to reflect on how the
‘founding fathers’ (along with a hand-
ful of ‘mothers’) sought to address is-
sues of diversity. After all, in a world
in which more than a third of all states
possess constitutions acquired only in
the first half of the 1990s, our consti-
tution has survived the test of time far
better than most of its post-colonial
counterparts.

The debate in the Assembly
reflected the paradoxes of the Indian
situation. To begin with, there was the
problem of reconciling the political
form (i.e. the liberal democratic state)
of a model of modernity based upon
features that were relatively weak in
India — industrialisation, rationalism,
the secularisation of society, individu-
ation and democratisation — with the
reality of India. This reality was of a
society in which more than four-fifths
of the population was illiterate and de-
rived their livelihood from the land, 15
out of every 100 infants born died and
the average life expectancy was just
32 years.

It was an especially daunting
challenge to conceive of a secular
state in a country that had just been
partitioned on the basis of religion.
Where, while there were over 50 mil-
lion Muslims, Christians and Sikhs, and
another 78 million belonged to Sched-
uled Castes or Tribes, nearly 85% of
the population of 361 million was clas-
sified as ‘Hindu’ in the 1951 census.
The nationalist movement itself had,
especially under Gandhi, acquired an
aura of religiosity so that the secular
stance of Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru resembled a kind of splendid
isolation.

It was scarcely surprising that
the form of secularism that found ex-
pression in the Constitution was am-
biguous. Leaders like Deputy Prime
Minister Sardar Patel, Rajendra Prasad,
the President of the Constituent As-
sembly, and K.M. Munshi, Patel’s
right-hand man in the Assembly, were
sensitive, if not openly sympathetic, to
the majoritarian Hindu sentiments

voiced by a number of Congressmen in
the Constituent Assembly. They knew
that their predilections were widely
shared, especially among upper caste
Hindi-speaking members from the
United Provinces (U.P.), the Central
Provinces (C.P.) and Berar, Bihar
and Punjab.

The result was that the Consti-
tution sought to do several things. It
made some allowance for the role
played by religion, especially Hinduism,
in Indian life. It also gave statutory
recognition to minorities, thereby im-
plicitly accepting the existence of a
majority. It aimed to foster a common
civic identity but then compromised
this by the provision of reserved seats
in legislatures to Schedule Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (initially meant to last
10 years, no Parliament has contem-
plated doing away with this and its
regular extension has become a for-
mality).

While such measures may be
regarded as having been defensible
under the circumstances (i.e. the Con-
stitution was as secular as it could
have been), it meant that issues not
definitively resolved by the Constitu-
tion continued to form the subject of
public controversy. Cow slaughter, re-
ligious conversion, the status of Hindi
as the national language, the preserva-
tion of a distinct Sikh identity, the right
of religious minorities to maintain their
own personal law and reservation for
the low castes have all occasioned not
just heated debate but violent conflict
over the past five decades.

An irony of independent
India’s birth as a secular state was
that the midwife — the Constituent As-
sembly - represented the final out-
come of the communal politics that
dominated the final years of British
India. The Assembly was elected by
the provincial assemblies of British
India grouped into three sections -
Muslim-majority areas in the north-
west and north-east and the remaining
Hindu-majority provinces. With each
province allotted seats proportionate to
its population, members were elected
by legislators belonging to religious
categories. The predictable outcome
was that while the Muslim League
claimed 73 of the 78 Muslim seats and
the Panthic Akalis three of the four
Sikh ones, Congress won 202 of the
210 ‘general’ seats.

The Congress leadership
sought to ensure that minority groups
were adequately represented in the
‘general’ category. These included
non-Congressmen seen as leaders of
their respective communities such as
B.R. Ambedkar, the Scheduled Castes
spokesman, and the Anglo-Indian,
Frank Anthony. In all some 30% of the
post-partition Constituent Assembly
(37.5% excluding the members from
the former princely states) was made
up of representatives of minorities.
This reflected the makeup of Indian so-
ciety — according to the 1951 census
37.8% of the population were either
non-Hindu or belonged to the Sched-
uled Castes and Tribes.

However, it would not be true
to assume from this that the Assembly
represented a microcosm of Indian so-
ciety. Most strikingly, Brahmins, who
formed about 5% of the population,

accounted for around a quarter of the
total of 407 individuals who served in
the body between 1946 and 1949 (it
had 307 members in 1949). Their pre-
ponderance was especially evident
among members from U.P. and Bom-
bay — more than a third.

The Assembly also presented
a contrast to society at large in other
respects. Only 15 women ever got to
sit in it and whereas only one in six In-
dians were literate, an analysis of the
membership of the Provisional Parlia-
ment reveals that 68% of the mem-
bers were graduates with a further
18% having attended college or high
school. In a country where more than
80% of the population still lived on the
land, people with a professional back-
ground formed over three-fifths of its
first legislature — lawyers alone con-
tributing almost a third.

But what was perhaps most
significant about the Assembly mem-
bers in terms of the task they had to
undertake was the fact that almost
half (200 of the 407) were serving
members of other legislatures at the
time of their election and nearly one in
six (61) also served as ministers either
at the centre or in the provinces. Since
the Assembly also functioned as inde-
pendent India’s first Parliament, this
experience tempered its nationalist fer-
vour and Gandhian idealism with an
awareness of what was practical and
prudent.

Its debates revealed a range of
attitudes towards secularism.
Analysing the contributions of the hun-
dred or so members who spoke on per-
tinent issues, they can be grouped in
five broad, sometimes overlapping,
categories: dogmatic secularists, those
favouring ‘unity in diversity’, majoritar-
ian Hindus, Gandhian critics, and mi-
nority advocates of special rights or
protection.

Some of the most uncompro-
mising proponents of a secular state
belonged to religious minorities — no-
tably the Christian Minister of Health
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, the Parsi (and
erstwhile socialist) Minoo Masani, the
socialist economist K.T. Shah (a Jain),
Tajamul Husain, a Shia Muslim land-
lord, and Frank Anthony. Among the
others were two Congress-women
(Hansa Mehta and Renuka Ray), a for-
mer leader of the defunct National Lib-
eral Federation (H.N. Kunzru) and a
newspaper editor from Madras who led
the opposition to the imposition of
Hindi as the sole national language (K.
Santhanam). To this atypical collection
can be added Babasaheb Ambedkar,
whose contributions were made more
circumspect by his concern for the ad-
vancement of the Scheduled Castes
and his role as chairman of the drafting
committee.

More influential within the As-
sembly were those who interpreted
secularism to mean religious pluralism
and the equal treatment of all religions
by the state. Among those who
favoured such an attitude were reli-
gious-minded members from different
faiths including the Tamil Brahmin
philosopher (and future President)
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, and a
Catholic Jesuit priest, Jerome D’-
Souza. The idea also appealed to the
romantic in Nehru — ‘the glory of India

has been
the way in
which it
manages to
keep two
things
going at
the same
time: ... in-
finite vari-
ety and ...
unity in !
that vari- ;_’
e t vy
(speech on
8 Novem-
ber 1948,
Constituent
Assembly Debates VII, p. 323).

A report by a commission on
university education chaired by Rad-
hakrishnan held that, ‘The absolute re-
ligious neutrality of the state can be
preserved ... if what is good and great
in every religion is presented, and what
is more essential, the unity of all reli-
gion.” D.E. Smith has pointed out how
such an idea, to which Gandhi also
subscribed, represented an unverifiable
religious dogma, the propagation of
which was not the proper function of
a secular state, however useful it might
be in strengthening it. This inconsis-
tency, based as it was upon the as-
sumption that Hinduism was somehow
naturally secular, has caused the In-
dian state to be described as
‘majoritarian’.

In fact many Hindu majoritari-
ans harboured misgivings about the
Constitution. While Sardar Patel and
K.M. Munshi were instrumental in get-
ting rid of separate electorates and re-
served seats for religious minorities,
their preparedness to accommodate
minority sensitivities in religious and
social matters, as well as the lack of
reference in the Constitution to God,
to a distinctly Hindu identity or to cen-
tral tenets of Brahminical Hinduism
such as the notion of dharma, left the
majoritarians dissatisfied. Those ex-
pressing majoritarian sentiments in-
cluded a sprinkling of Congressmen
from eastern and southern India but
were mostly upper caste Hindi speak-
ers from U.P., Bihar, C.P. and Berar and
East Punjab. The most prominent was
Purushottamdas Tandon, elected Con-
gress President with Patel’s support in
1950 (he was forced to resign after
Patel’s death and a confrontation with
Nehru the following year).

Those criticising the Draft
Constitution as ‘un-Gandhian’ included
some majoritarians but the feeling that
it had abandoned Gandhian ideals was
more widespread. Arun Chandra Guha,
a violent revolutionary turned Gand-
hian from Bengal, was among the
many members unhappy with the draft
tabled by Ambedkar in November
1948. Responding to Ambedkar’s
scathing attack on village India as ‘a
sink of localism, a den of ignorance,
narrow-mindedness and communal-
ism’ (cad vii, p.39), he regretted that
the document bore ‘no trace of Gand-
hian social and political outlook’ and
argued that the village be made the
basis of the machinery of government
(cad vii, p. 256).

After Partition, Muslims and

(Contd. on next page)
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(Continue from page 12)
Akali Sikhs advocating special provi-
sions for religious minorities found
themselves isolated. Members belong-
ing to other non-Hindu groups, notably
Christians and Parsis, tended to adopt
either the dogmatic secularist or “unity
in diversity’ viewpoints, holding that
the best guarantee of equal treatment
lay in the development of a common
civil identity irrespective of religious
differences. Though the odd Muslim or
Sikh went along with this, the peculiar
situation facing them left most Muslim
and Sikh representatives torn between
struggling for the retention of political
safeguards and facing up to the new
realities.

The Muslim Leaguers in the
Assembly were in an unenviable posi-
tion. Bereft of leadership as the most
prominent left for Pakistan, the major-
ity of north Indian Muslims eventually
acquiesced in the abandonment of re-
served seats while seeking to preserve
religious freedoms. Only an isolated
handful of members from Madras led
by Mohammed Ismail decided to revive
the League and continue to hold out
for the maintenance of reserved seats
(and even separate electorates). The
position of the marginalised nationalist
Muslims within Congress was not any
easier and Abul Kalam Azad, the most
senior Muslim Congressman and Edu-
cation Minister, who has been de-
scribed as forming, together with
Nehru, Patel and Prasad, the ‘oligarchy
within the Assembly’,8 was conspicu-
ously silent in the debates on
secularism.

The case of the Sikhs of Pun-
jab, as the community that had suf-
fered most from Partition, was a bit
different. The Akali representatives felt
that they had the right to demand spe-
cial protection and the seemingly
grudging concessions made by Sardar
Patel left them embittered (the two
Akali members refused to sign the
Constitution).

The debate on minority rights
involved the consideration of three dif-
ferent kinds of rights: political repre-
sentation, freedom of religion and
cultural autonomy. The writers of the
Constitution faced a dilemma. Under-
writing any minority ‘rights’ could be
seen as compromising the secular
character of the state but if such rights
were left unprotected, there was the
danger that the state might be secular
in form but unrestrainedly majoritarian
in practice.

In the aftermath of Partition
there was wide agreement among
Congressmen that there was no place
in an independent India for the sepa-
rate communal electorates introduced
by the British under the Morley-Minto
reforms of 1909. Nevertheless, the Re-
port on Minority Rights, tabled by Sar-
dar Patel as the Chairman of the
Advisory Committee, initially recom-
mended the continued reservation of
seats (on the basis of common elec-
torates) in legislatures for Muslims,
Christians and the Scheduled Castes
(the case of the Sikhs was left pending
owing to the dislocation occasioned by
the partition of Punjab).

But behind the scenes Sardar
Patel and K.M. Munshi, supported by
Professor H.C. Mookerjee, the Chris-

tian Chairman of the Minorities Sub
Committee, and Tajamul Husain, an ex-
Muslim Leaguer who struck a stri-
dently secular pose, sought to
persuade minority representatives of
the inadvisability of insisting on sepa-
rate representation. Eventually, the ma-
jority of erstwhile Muslim Leaguers,
demoralised by their abandonment by
Jinnah following the creation of Pak-
istan, came around to accepting an
end to reservation even before the na-
tionalist Muslims.

In May 1949, six months be-
fore the Assembly concluded its delib-
erations, Sardar Patel moved the final
Report of the Advisory Committee on
Minorities, abandoning reservation for
minority religious groups. The principle
of universality was only to be diluted
by the temporary retention of reserva-
tion to redress the age-old social dis-
crimination suffered by Scheduled
Castes and Tribes (as well as to ad-
dress the special problems faced by
the small Anglo-Indian community)
(Arts. 330-342 of the Constitution).
The end of separate representation on
the basis of religion was hailed by
Patel, without any apparent hint of
irony, as making it possible “to lay, with
the grace of God and with the bless-
ings of the almighty, the foundations
of a true secular democratic state’ (26
May 1949, cad viii, p. 354).

This pious reaction was indica-
tive of the rather different attitude
taken by the makers of the Constitu-
tion when it came to dealing with the
religious concerns of minorities. When
Minoo Masani, together with Ambed-
kar and the two women members (Ra-
jkumari Amrit Kaur and Hansa Mehta),
pressed in the Fundamental Rights
Sub-Committee for an enforceable
commitment to a uniform civil code,
this was successfully opposed by the
male upper caste Hindu majority on
the committee. As a result, and mainly
in deference to the vocal opposition of
Muslim members to any threat of state
interference with their personal law,
the objective of a uniform civil code for
all citizens was relegated to the status
of a non-justiciable directive principle
of state policy (Art. 44).

A similar concern showed it-
self in Sardar Patel’s proposal to omit
a clause, vehemently opposed by
Christian members and organisations,
that explicitly outlawed conversion
from one religion to another through
coercion or undue influence. Despite
the strong objections to the very idea
of conversion expressed by majoritar-
ian Hindu Congressmen such as Pu-
rushottamdas Tandon (speech of 1
May 1947, cad iii, p. 492), the Con-
stitution’s only reference to religious
liberty was thus a positive one, affirm-
ing ‘the right freely to profess, practice
and propagate religion’ (Art. 25.1).
This was denounced by one majoritar-
ian Congressman, Lokanath Misra, as
‘a charter for Hindu enslavement’ (3
December 1948, cad vii, p. 822).

Article 29 of the Constitution
protected the right of any section ‘hav-
ing a distinct language, script or cul-
ture ... to conserve the same,” while
Article 30 enshrined the right of ‘mi-
norities, whether based on religion or
language ... to establish and adminis-
ter educational institutions of their

choice.” Like Articles 25 and 44, they
reflected the distinction drawn be-
tween granting political recognition to
minorities and respecting their religious
and cultural autonomy. On this there
was no difference between the secu-
lar-minded Nehru, desiring national co-
hesion but sensitive to minority fears,
and Patel, who despite his majoritarian
instincts, was pragmatic enough to
recognise the distinction. Perhaps this
was because, when considered to-
gether with some of the ‘Hindu’ con-
cerns that found expression in the
Constitution, it was a distinction that
was central to the subdued majoritari-
anism of the ‘unity in diversity’
viewpoint.

In the Hindu majoritarian dis-
course, cultural and religious themes,
such as caste and the reform of Hin-
duism and the adoption of Hindi as the
sole national language, loomed large.
Inspite of the misgivings of Christian
missionaries and others, the British
colonial rulers had continued to act, al-
beit in more limited fashion, as the pa-
trons and protectors of religious
institutions. So, the immediate state
tradition that the makers of the Con-
stitution had to draw upon was not
one that conformed to a Jeffersonian
‘wall of separation’ doctrine of secu-
larism. In any case, scarcely any Con-
gressmen argued that this was
desirable, given the need to deal with
the widespread practice of untoucha-
bility in Indian society, a concern lent
urgency by Gandhi’s struggle to elimi-
nate it and Ambedkar’s fight to win
political recognition for the
untouchables.

Politically, the Hindu majoritar-
ians, overwhelmingly caste Hindu by
background, were concerned first with
establishing the ‘Hindu’ identity of out-
castes. In August 1947, Sardar Patel
accepted an amendment to the first
Minority Rights Report from K.M. Mun-
shi that explicitly referred to the
Scheduled Castes as a ‘section of the
Hindu Community’ (cad v, p. 234).
The Constitution prohibited the prac-
tice of untouchability in any form (Art.
17), further empowering the state to
make any law ‘providing for social wel-
fare and reform or the throwing open
of Hindu religious institutions of a pub-
lic character to all classes and sections
of Hindus’ (Art. 25.2b). Significantly,
an explanation was added that the ref-
erence to ‘Hindus’ included Sikhs,
Jains and Buddhists.

The wide powers granted to
the state in pursuit of the reform of
Hindu social practices sharply con-
trasted with the concern not to be
seen as interfering with the religious
practices of Muslims or Christians. By
associating the Indian state with the
reform of the social practices of people
belonging to a particular religious tra-
dition, it placed the state in a unique
position in relation to that tradition.

Of all the majoritarian themes
that found expression in the Assembly
debate, the most contentious was the
adoption of Hindi as the sole national
language, discussion of which was
postponed almost to the very end of
the deliberations. Fears of Hindi domi-
nation among both Urdu-speaking
Muslim members and non-Hindi speak-
ers, especially from the South, con-

tributed to an imperfect congruence of
the pro and anti-camps in the debates
over secularism and language.

In an uncompromising speech
(delivered in Hindi, unlike the majority
of speeches which were in English),
Seth Govind Das, the foremost
spokesman for the Hindi enthusiasts,
described Urdu (written in Arabic
script and strongly influenced by Ara-
bic and Persian) as drawing ‘inspiration
from outside this country’ and sup-
ported by people who were communal
in their outlook. Rejecting the notion
that the acceptance of a secular state
implied the acceptance of cultural het-
erogeneity, he declared that, ‘For thou-
sands of years one and the same
culture has all along been obtaining
here.... It is in order to maintain this
tradition that we want one language
and one script for the whole country.’
(12 September 1949, cad ix, p. 1328)
But what the language debate actually
did was highlight the fact that religious
identity represented only one of the
potential fissures in the Indian body
politic. Recognising this, even some
erstwhile Hindi enthusiasts like K.M.
Munshi became convinced of the need
for compromise. A committee assigned
to find a way out of the impasse
evolved a formula by which Hindi in
the Devanagari script would become
the official language of the Union and
international (rather than Nagari) nu-
merals be used for official purposes
(Art. 343). The proviso was that Eng-
lish would continue to be used for of-
ficial purposes for 15 years with
Parliament allowed to provide for its
continued use thereafter.

As with minorities and sepa-
rate electorates, the one attempt to
unambiguously define political identity
along majoritarian lines also failed. In
August 1949, P.S. Deshmukh, a Con-
gressman from the Central Provinces,
proposed an amendment giving all Hin-
dus and Sikhs the right to become cit-
izens of India, arguing that, ‘Here we
are an entire nation with a history of
thousands of years and we are going
to discard it, in spite of the fact that
neither the Hindu nor the Sikh has any
other place in the wide world to go
to... But we are a secular state and do
not want to recognise the fact ... If the
Muslims want an exclusive place for
themselves called Pakistan, why
should not Hindus and Sikhs have India
as their home?’ (cad ix, p. 356)

The reference to a secular
state drew an exasperated response
from Nehru who asked, ‘May | beg
with all humility those gentlemen who
use this word often to consult some
dictionary before they use it? ... it is
brought in all contexts, as if by saying
that we are a secular state we have
done something amazingly gener-
ous.... We have only done something
which every country does except a
very few misguided and backward
countries in the world.” (cad ix, p. 401)
Attracting the support of only a hand-
ful of members, the amendment was
easily defeated. However, the fact that
such a proposal could have been made
by someone like Deshmukh, who held
a doctorate from Oxford and had
served as a provincial minister, is sig-
nificant as is the fact that he went on

(Contd. on next page)



POEGEN  ovvanssinessn—vorz (@D 23 wowseshitncon — QEEEERTID
NATIONAL INTEGRATION VIEWED AS AN EPITOME OF THE NEHRU ERA

V. V. Joseph
Source Courtesy:

Socialist India, Vol.X, 1975
Jawaharlal Nehru's peace-maker role
in Indian democracy has synonymity
with his epoch-making endeavour to
erect the edifice of common citizen-
ship on the foundation of fellow-feel-
ing, unity in diversity, freedom of
religion, secularism, equality, socio-
economic and political justice and
communal harmony in the noble cause
of national unity and solidarity. As an
apostle of peace and an indefatigable
reformer of social, political and ethical
values, he amalgamated the fragmen-
tary but constructive social forces into
a master synthesis to attain an integral
social structure. Nehru era witnessed
the foregloom of a psychological
process involving the development of
a sense of belonging, a feeling of to-
getherness and a spirit of unity, cohe-
sion and motivation of a patriotic
desire.

For nearly half a century Nehru
dominated the Indian political scene
ruling the hearts of Indians and shap-
ing their destiny. Nehru had innumer-
able dreams and visions but he was
also the nation's "man of action”.
World history has denominated him as
one of the staunchest defenders of the
cause of tolerance, of freedom and of
peace. India received the three gifts of
"democracy, secularism and planned
national living" from the late Prime
Minister. These contributions have re-
inforced national unity and purpose.
When communal incidents and other
divisive conflicts surfaced in many
parts of India, Nehru abated these
forces of disintegration with the doc-
trine of secularism which his great
mentor, Mahatma  Gandhi had
preached and practised. The Nehru era
was preoccupied with systematically
transplanting the Gandhian seedling of
moral principles everywhere on the In-
dian Soil. The philosophy of secularism
is that morality should be based on re-
gard for the well-being of mankind.
This is indeed a manifestation of love,
sympathy, magnanimity and largeness
of heart.

FUNDAMENTAL UNITY

Our fundamentals of thought
and policy, according to Nehru, must
be shared between all religious com-
munities. India as a well-knit nation of
integrated people with their enjoyment
of respective cultures must have a
common outlook on certain fundamen-
tals of the constitution. Nehru's period
refined the scope of secularism so as
to promote the paramount ideal of na-
tional integration. Nehru handed over
to his people the message of funda-
mental unity of the country and asked
them to forget the parochial and
provincial approaches. He fought

Constitutional

(Continue from page 13)
to serve under Nehru for 10 years as a
Union minister of state. Clearly, the
majoritarian discourse was one shared
by a large number of middle-ranking
Congress leaders whom Nehru, de-
spite his commanding stature, could
not disregard.

Could the makers of the Con-
stitution have tackled the challenge

against all the barriers of caste, religion
and language to raise the quality of our
national life.

Nehru's India heard at twilight,
the conch-blow, the peal of church bell
and the muessin's call, all joining into
a montage of religious amity. India's di-
versity is not inimical to unity but its
diversity enriches the unity. National
integration refers to a condition of
unity in diversity in which all compo-
nents are equally valued and mutually
dependent. If there is only amity then
integration is
not necessary
and if there is
only diversity
then integration
is not possible.

This
thought-process
is not a conver-
sion of diversi-
ties into
uniformities but
a confluence of
diversities
achieved
through the
confluence of
cultures without
losing their in-
tegrity. It con-
notes a social
climate in which
all the citizens
can live a life of
tranquility with
devotion to the

1968 under her presidentship and de-
clared that communal conflicts and re-
gional animosities must be eradicated.
It wanted to mobilise opinion in favour
of national unity and solidarity and to
devise suitable community activities.
Smt. Indira Gandhi has successfully
executed these objectives after Nehru.
FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY

After his first intellectual inter-
course with Gandhi in 1916, Nehru fol-
lowed the Gandhian path of truth,
non-violence and purity of means in
India's historic
freedom strug-
gle. According
to Rabindranath
Tagore, "He had
never fought
shy of truth
when it was
dangerous, nor
made alliance
with falsehood
when it would
be convenient”.
The Indian Na-
tional Congress
in the early days
was criticised as

v

an "urban club

for the rich".
Gandhiji and
Panditji con-
verted it into a
party of the
masses and
under Nehru's

presidentship it
adopted the res-
olution of com-

common  pur-
pose of building
a strong and

united country. Fissiparous and disrup-
tive elements were really a fabric of in-
human orthodoxies which vanished
like snow during the Nehru era.

The task of strengthening the
forces of integration is the collective
responsibility of all citizens, politicians,
educationists, journalists and people of
all walks of life. With this end in mind,
the Nehru moved millions of people to
take part in the process of promoting
a sense of oneness and of social
awareness and identification with
mass welfare. He had propelled his
people to make history in this respect.

NATIONAL INTEGRATION

National integration as a dy-
namic inner process gathered momen-
tum when the Nehru Government for
the first time set up the National Inte-
gration Council in 1962, under Smt.
Indira Gandhi's chairmanship. Its re-
constituted Council studied the factors
threatening the unity of the country.
The Council realised that wide public-
ity through radio, television, films and
press should preach amity between
Hindus and Muslims. The National In-
tegration Council met in Srinagar in

Predilections

presented by India’s religious plurality
any differently? It is difficult to see
how. Indian secularism represented the
outcome of contradictions: between
the secular form of the modern state
and a religious society; between con-
tending visions of what India should
be, embodied by some of the principal
figures involved in drawing up the Con-
stitution - Nehru, Patel, Prasad,

p | e t e
independence at the Lahore session in
1929. All Indians like one man joined
the freedom struggle which produced
the essential ingredients of national in-
tegration. Nehru held the vision of a
free and prosperous India with oppor-
tunity for all to live a full life.

He initiated and suggested for
the liberation of dependent countries
and of colonial people. The question of
apartheid was raised several times in
the United Nations on account of
Nehru's incessant attack on it.

At the national level, he had
tirelessly worked for rural-urban nexus,
good relations between the rich and
the poor. He had put in his sincere ef-
forts to abolish the conflicts between
the core community and the fringe
community. He toiled hard to bring the
Scheduled Tribes and Harijans into the
mainstream of national life. For the up-
lift of the tribals, Nehru saw the need
for reformers who can mingle with the
weaker sections of the community and
emotionally involve with their prob-
lems. Nehru's Tribal "Panchshila",
meant to protect the tribals and to in-
tegrate them with rest of the vast In-

dian family
which is far
ahead in
the march
of civilisa-
tion.

When India
became
free Nehru

said: "We

have made .

a tryst with ;-j /
destiny". o
and from| NEERAJ PAUL

then on he
worked for
the good of
the people.
He was actively associated with
planned development of the country.
From 1951 to 1964 he was the Chair-
man of the Planning Commission, dur-
ing which the first three Five-Year
Plans were formulated. His concept of
planned economic growth was meant
to the social and of eradicating
poverty. He warned the people that
"Independence would have no mean-
ing unless we can socialise the country
and raise the standard of the people".
PLANNED LIVING

The world has recognised
Nehru as one of the powerful champi-
ons of the ideals of internationalism
and pacificism. He initiated the exper-
iment of personal contacts between
the Heads of the States so as to en-
large the area of peace. The partial Test
Ban Treaty signed by the three nuclear
powers of the world was his brain-
child. He enunciated "Five Principles of
foreign policy (Panch Shila) which
were accepted by other nations ulti-
mately in some form or the other. He
could rally a number of nations to his
side. His doctrine of non-alignment be-
came valid when more than 50 non-
aligned nations met at Cairo in 1964
to discuss international problems. He
waved the olive branch of peace to all
countries and supported Kennedy's
view that, "We do not fear to negoti-
ate, but we do not negotiate out
of fear".

+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmal.com

WORLD PEACE

In brief, national integration,
could be called an epitome of the
Nehru era, which blended the different
elements of our national life and
moulded our thought as of one nation
and one people.

He was ceaselessly engaged in
freeing men's minds from economic
slavery, political bondage and cultural
stagnation. Institutions, universities
and awards named after Nehru perpet-
uate not only the great name of Jawa-
harlal Nehru but go a step further to
perpetuate Nehru's valuable principles
and doctrines.

- By James Chiriyankandath

Ambedkar; between the anxieties of
minority religious groups and the ma-
joritarian inclinations of many Hindu
Congressmen; between the enthusi-
asts for Hindi and the fears of the non-
Hindi speaking majority; and between
the demands of a putative nation and
the pressures of a diverse federal
polity. These contradictions have not
disappeared.

Obscured for a time by being
internalised within the Congress Party,
over the past two decades the rise of
Hindu nationalism and the growing po-
litical strength of regional and low
caste parties have helped expose the
tears in the fabric. But the fact that the
cloth has not been rent testifies to the
lasting utility of the deliberately am-
biguous concept of ‘unity in diversity’.



PNTREAE  ovanidarinscon vor12 | @R 6B wwnwieshiosbcon _ QEECNEETID
From farmers and traders to vice-presidential candidate:

The long Indian battle for recognition in America

In the 18th and 19th centuries when
South Asians started immigrating into
the United States, they were seen as
competition for labour, willing to do
jobs at a low pay.

Sirdar Jagjit Singh had been
living in New York for almost two
decades when he was made president
of the India League for America in
1941. The League was a non-profit or-
ganisation funded by private individu-
als that discussed Indian philosophy
and literature. A tall, handsome, and
self-assured man in his late 40s, Singh
had moved to New York from
Rawalpindi in the 1920s. Over the
years, he had made a fortune selling
imported luxury products from India at
his shop in Manhattan. Having been in-
volved in the nationalist movement
while in India, Singh strongly believed
that the India League for America
needed to be more politically driven.

Within months of his leader-
ship, the League had changed its dis-
course. It was now the voice of the
small 4,000-member Indian commu-
nity in America, with a monumental
task before itself, that of citizenship
rights for Indians. In the early decades
of the 20th century, not only were In-
dians immigrating to the United States
faced with hostility from the citizens,
but they were also met with unfair leg-
islation that eliminated any prospect of
naturalisation by the government on
racial grounds.

Singh’s fervent lobbying
changed this substantially. Finally, in
June 1946, president Harry Truman
signed the Luce-Celler Act that paved
out an immigrant quota for South
Asians in the USA, and enabled those
already residing to acquire citizenship
rights. The Act was instrumental in
carving out a future for Indians in
the US.

With Kamala Harris becoming
the first American with Indian descent
to run for the post of vice-president,
alongside presidential candidate Joe
Biden, the Indian-American community
appears to have come a long way since
these early days of political advocacy.

Early Indians in the US: farm-
ers, peddlers and labourers

The earliest recorded instance
of an Indian immigrant appears to have
been a man from Madras who traveled
to Masachusettes in the 1790s. Most
Indians in the USA in the 18th and
19th centuries were brought to work
as servants in the households of sea-
faring Captains who worked for the
East India Company.

“By 1910, the number of In-
dian immigrants slowly rose to 3,000,
having settled on the Pacific Coast as
agricultural workers,” writes historian
John P. Williams, in his book, ‘Journey
to America: South Asian Diaspora Mi-
gration to the United States (1965-
2015)’. He explains that most were
Sikhs from Punjab who were out to
seek a better fortune. “The vast major-
ity of them were former soldiers who
had served in the British colonial army
in East Asia. While many Indian labour-
ers came as “sojourners” rather than
as settlers; they lived frugally, and their
sole object being to return to Indian

with their savings,” he adds. Most of
these early Indian settlements were in
the West coast.

In the East coast, on the other
hand, a different group of South
Asians were making a home for them-
selves. These were Muslim traders
from Bengal who established them-
selves from the 1880s as peddlers in
‘exotic’ Indian products such as em-
broidered silk, perfumes, rugs and the
like. Writer Vivek Bald in his book,
‘Bengali harlem and the lost histories
of South Asian America’, explores this
set of immigrants, and how their inte-
gration into American life was done
through collaborative existence with
the African-American population. “As
they accessed white consumers with
fantasies from India, their pathway

ing into the United States, they were
faced with large scale xenophobia. Pri-
marily they were seen as competition
for labour, willing to do jobs at a
low pay.

Xenophobia against Indians
amounted from racist slurs being
hurled at them to episodes of organ-
ised violence as well. Bald writes that
when hundreds of Punjabi workers ar-
rived in California and the Pacific
Northwest in 1904, white citizen
groups and labour unions had already
lined up against them. They whipped
up a moral panic across the country by
calling the immigrants ‘tide of turbans’
that threatened to shake the status of
white America.

In December 1907, the Asiatic
Exclusion League was formed in San

In June 19486, president Harry Truman signed the Luce-Celler Act that paved
out an immigrant quota for South Asians in the USA, and enabled those al-
ready residing to acquire citizenship rights. (Wikimedia Commons)

into and across the United States was
a pathway through working class Black
neighbourhoods,” he writes.

The most important neighbour-
hood in this regard was New Orleans’
Treme. “Here some of the Bengalis
married and started families with
African-American women, who were
part of recent Black migration into the
city, or with Creole of Colour women
who had deep generational roots in
Treme,” writes Bald.

They were followed by a wave
of immigrants who had escaped into
America from British steam ships. “Be-
ginning around the time of the First
World War, hundreds of Indian mar-
itime workers, men who laboured in
the engine rooms and kitchens of
British steam ships, escaped into the
crowded waterfronts of New York,
Philadelphia, and Baltimore in search of
less brutal and captive work and better
wages onshore,” explains Bald. While
a majority of them were from East
Bengal (currently Bangladesh), there
were others from Pakistan-Punjab, the
Northwest Frontier province and Kash-
mir as well.

In New York City, which was
the largest port of entry, many of these
escaped ship workers, found jobs in
the service economy, working as
cooks, dishwashers, elevator operators
etc.

Unwelcome to the United States

In the 18th and 19th centuries

when South Asians started immigrat-

Francisco. At its inception three years
earlier, the league targeted Japanese
and Korean. Later, however, they de-
cided to include South Asians and Chi-
nese in their list of unwelcome
immigrants as well. They set up
branches across the Pacific coast of
North America and used violent meth-
ods to ensure no rise in Asian popula-
tion in the West coast. Consequently,
they described ‘Hindus’ (all Indians
were collectively referred to as Hindus
in the 18th and 19th centuries), as

‘enslaved’, ‘effeminate’, ‘caste-rid-
den’, and ‘degraded’.
One of the most violent

episodes of racist attacks against Indi-
ans was in September 1907, when a
group of white lumber-mill workers
rampaged through the town of Belling-
ham in Washington, rounding up Indi-
ans from their jobs and homes.

The efforts of white citizen
groups to exclude South Asians from
integrating into American society led
to legislative acts being passed. The
Immigration Act of 1917, also known
as the Asiatic Barred Zone Act, pre-
vented all Asians except those in jobs
with high literacy requirements, from
entering into the United States.
Williams explains that the Act led to
about 1,700 Indians being deported
and close 1,400 left voluntarily.

In 1923, the Supreme Court
ruling in the United States vs Bhaga
Singh Thind case, added another layer
of exclusion against South Asians.

Thind, who had served in the US mili-
tary during the First World War, had
appealed to the Supreme Court for US
citizenship. However, the court ruled
against him on grounds that he failed
to meet the definition of a ‘white per-
son’, ‘a person of African descent’,
and an ‘alien of African nativity’.

Following the judgment, the
government took away the right to nat-
uralisation from all Indian immigrants
and even stripped those of citizenship
who had already been naturalised.
“The combination of the 1917 and
1923 Immigration Acts effectively
throttled immigration from India- the
few who trickle in were largely stu-
dents who managed to stay behind,”
write authors Sanjoy Chakravorty, De-
vesh Kapur and Nirvikar Singh, in their
book, ‘The Other One Percent: Indians
in America’.

“Some immigrants returned to
India, unable to bear the racism and
limited opportunities. As a result, the
Indian population in the United States
dwindled to 2,405 by 1940,”
they add.

The fight for citizenship

In his fight for citizenship in
the 1940s, Singh invoked several
moral, economic, and strategic consid-
erations behind why Indians should
cease to be excluded from American
society. “The people of India have no
desire to ask for any special privileges
or treatment. They do not seek unre-
stricted immigration into the United
States, but they do wish and ask that
the stigma of inferiority be removed,”
he wrote in his proposal. “Democratic
and freedom loving Americans are cer-
tainly not shedding their blood for the
continuance of racial discrimination,
racial intolerance, racial superiority,
which are Hitlerian theories and must
result in wars,” he added.

But Singh was not alone in this
fight for equality. There were others as
well who were lobbying in the Con-
gress for the redressal of Indian exclu-
sion. Mubarak Ali Khan was one
among them. Having settled in Ari-
zona’'s Salt River Valley in the 1910s,
Khan along with a few farmers from
the Indian subcontinent had turned
hundreds of acres of land fit for pro-
ducing rice. His approach towards en-
suring Indian inclusion was slightly
different. “It sought naturalisation
rights for the roughly three thousand
Indians who were estimated to have
settled in the United States prior to the
Supreme Court decision of 1923,”
writes Bald. He adds that “most of
these immigrants were farm and fac-
tory labourers — exactly the population
of ‘undesirable aliens’ that the 1917
immigration Act had sought to keep
out of the country.”

Though different in their ap-
proaches, the two men made similar
arguments, emphasising on achieve-
ments made by Indians in the field of
academia, medicine, science etc. Khan
spoke about the injustice that the im-
migration laws did to the hundreds of
farmers who could not own the same
land they had made productive. Both
of them stressed on the unfair treat

(Contd. on next page)
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If Dalits can be Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists,

why can’t they be Christians and Muslims?

Christian and Muslim Dalits have been
denied benefits available to SC groups
among Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists. A
petition challenging the discrimination
has been pending in Supreme Court
for years

Monday, August 10 is the 70th an-
niversary of the Constitution (Sched-
uled Castes) Order, 1950, which
sought to identify communities that
come under the Scheduled Caste sta-
tus in India

The Constitution (Scheduled
Caste) Order, 1950, however left out
Muslims and Christians of scheduled
caste origin. Both these communities
since then have observed this day as a
black day because they believe the
order was discriminatory and denied
them the right to be included in the
Schedules Castes list. It is also
violative of the fundamental
right to freedom of conscience
and belief, they have argued.

The third paragraph of
the Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) order 1950, i.e., the |
Presidential Order, stipulates
that “no person who professes
a religion different from Hin-
duism shall be deemed to be a
member of Scheduled Caste”.

This is a clear contradic-
tion to the spirit of the constitu-
tion which is supposed to
ensure the equality of citizens.
Further amendments to the
order were made in subsequent |
years to include Sikh Dalits |
(1956) and Buddhist Dalits [+
(1990). However, Dalits practis-
ing religions such as Christianity and
Islam remained excluded from the cat-
egorisation.

The experience of untouchabil-
ity coupled with extreme social, edu-
cational and economic backwardness
are the criteria that determine Sched-
uled Caste status in India. Dalits in
India share a common legacy of humil-
iation and segregation, because irre-
spective of their religious affinity,
untouchability based on their birth has
been rampant in both private and pub-
lic spheres.

Take the case of Soosai (1985)
who was a cobbler in Chennai, belong-
ing to the Adi-Dravida caste, i.e., be-
fore he converted to Christianity. Since
he belonged to the cobbler community,
he was considered to be an untouch-
able. His caste was also mentioned in
the Scheduled Caste list. Despite con-

verting to Christianity, his economic
and social condition saw no consider-
able change. But when free bunk beds
were allotted to members of his caste-
community, Soosai was excluded be-
cause he was not a Hindu or Sikh.
His religious identity made the
state overlook his socio-economic con-
dition, which was on par with others
who were eligible and were not Mus-
lims or Christians. Religion then be-
comes an obstacle and as a result
many are forced to discard their beliefs
so that they can avail of ‘reservation’,
which is essential for their upward mo-
bility. The order therefore also infringes
on a Dalit individual’s right to freely
profess, practice and propagate reli-
gion which is clearly guaranteed by Ar-
ticle 25 of the Indian Constitution.

prepared a report for the National
Commission for Minorities, Govern-
ment of India in 2008 titled ‘Dalits in
the Muslim and Christian Communi-
ties: A Status Report on Current Social
Scientific Knowledge'.

In this report they affirmed ...
there is a strong case for including
Dalit Muslims and Dalit Christians in
the Scheduled Caste category. There
are compelling arguments in favour of
such an inclusion based on principles
of natural justice and fairness. The bal-
ance of pragmatic considerations is
also in favour of their inclusion...”

Many attempts have also been
made to analyse this issue and identify
if this discrimination is permitted by
the Constitution.

The First Backward Classes

This is the reality that has
been highlighted by Dalit Muslims and
Dalit Christians for a long time. They
suspect an elitist state with a religious
bias has turned a deaf ear to their le-
gitimate plea. There are also political
and social undercurrents to this nature
of discrimination, because of which
justice is being denied to many.

It has been argued that Chris-
tianity and Islam are egalitarian and
has no caste hierarchy that segregates
the communities. Although they rightly
point out that these religions cannot,
scripturally or theologically, promote
such forms of segregation, it is also a
reality that they remain victims of the
deep-rooted nature of caste in Indian
society.

Satish Deshpande with the as-
sistance of Geetika Bapna (Department
of Sociology, University of Delhi) had

Commission (Kaka Kalelkar Commis-
sion, 1955)) recommended that the
State must take special steps to em-
power Christians and Muslims of SC
origin. The Second Backward Classes
Commission (Mandal Commission,
1983) stated that religious conversion
does not change socio-economic sta-
tus.

Sachar Committee Report
(2006) and The National Commission
for Religious and Linguistic Minorities
(Ranganath Misra Commission, 2007)
also highlighted the need for granting
of Scheduled Caste status to Christian
and Muslim Dalits. The UN Commis-
sion on the elimination of Racial Dis-
crimination also recommended that the
state party should restore the eligibility
for affirmative action benefits of all
members of scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes having converted to

another religion. Study after
study conducted in the last 70 years,
have recognised that severe socio-eco-
nomic and educational backwardness
continue to plague all Dalits, irrespec-
tive of their religious faith. T h e
reservation of seats on the basis of
caste in India is not a post-indepen-
dence development. They have been in
existence since the end of the 19th
century, mainly initiated by princely
states. In 1932, The Communal award
was introduced by the then British
Prime Minister Ramsay Macdonald and
as a result the depressed classes were
awarded separate electorates.

After independence, special
privileges for the scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes were allocated by In-
dian constitution through Articles 15
and 16 by reservation of seats in
the educational institutions to
continue their studies and further
reserving employment for them.
The main thrust behind these in-
troductions was giving equal op-
portunity to the candidates from
socially and economically de-
prived sections of the society.

The only hope for them is the
Constitution because the Indian
Constitution is an outcome of the
aspiration of common masses to
have an egalitarian society. They
consider it an anti-thesis to all
kinds of hegemonies and segrega-
tions that subjugate the common
masses. Further, the role given to
Ambedkar in drafting the Consti-
tution went on to display the im-
portance that the nation’s leaders
were willing to assign to the ideal of
equality in independent India.

A civil writ petition is still
pending before the Hon’ble Supreme
Court for further hearing. It was filed
by Adv. Franklin Ceaser Thomas in
which the National Council of
Churches in India and the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of India, two
apex bodies representing churches in
India are also a part.

Seventy years of struggle to
establish the rights of a section of a
marginalised group still continues with
the dream of attaining justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity in an India as
envisioned in the Indian Constitution
# The author is the executive
secretary of the National Council of
Churches in India.
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ment being given to those Indians who
wholeheartedly participated in the
American military during the Second
World War.

Bald in his book describes in
great detail the efforts of yet another
man, who, unlike Khan and Singh, was
representing the cause of the South
Asian workers in the East Coast. This
was a Bengali from New York City
named lbrahim Choudhury. In his letter
to the committee on immigration and
naturalisation, he wrote that he repre-
sented the cause of those working-

class Indians who had helped build the
destiny of America.

“l talk for those of us who, by
our work and by our sweat and by our
blood, have helped build fighting indus-
trial America today. | talk for those of
our men who, in factory and field, in
all sections of American industry, work
side by side with their fellow American
workers to strengthen the industrial
framework of this country. . . .We have
married here; our children have been
born here. . . . | speak for such as my-
self, for those of my brothers who
work in the factories of the East and in

Detroit. . . . | speak for the workers
and the farmers of our community
whose lives have been bound to this
country’s destiny for 23 vyears or
longer.”

Ultimately though, when Pres-
ident Truman did sign the Luce-Cellar
Act of 1946, it was the arguments
made by Singh and Khan that were
given priority. The Act put an end to
South Asian exclusion, but favoured
immigration of Indians who were sci-
entists, engineers, doctors, and those
in other skilled professions.

Though the Act made the

working class Indian in America invisi-
ble, it did carve out the future of Indian
identity in America to a large extent.
Currently, about three million Indian-
Americans reside in the US, making
them the second largest immigrant
group after Mexicans. With Trump and
Biden-Harris, both bringing up India in
their campaigns, the Indian-American
vote has acquired newfound impor-
tance in the upcoming American elec-
tions. Quite expectedly, for the Indian
immigrant in the USA, this is a mo-
ment of pride and the culmination of a
long drawn battle for equality.



