SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS
PHONE: 20556938 §
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GoIde tate Truck Sales Inc.

® Call : Dharminder Singh
Cell : 530-870-6600

Email: myfuturetruck@gmail.com
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Indian Grill

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

GINNY WALIA

Law Offices. Inc
Ginny H. K. Walia

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer §I17){N% LAW,
Featured as  legal analyst on CRIMINAL

Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4
' DEFENSE

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Free: 1 (800) 379-9330

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

» N MAJESTIC[

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618
Fax (905) 219-3918
DRE Licence- 00871752

RAMESH SUMAN
Broker Realtor
RCS-D ™

www.majestichomes.us

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

ramesh@rameshsuman.com

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

[B] 916-912-8842, 916-329-8772

sINce 1006 jewelers.Bagga@gmail.com |
Faae feg 22 w3 24 83< ¥ Afafent & Fe9 4y famm
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983

Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202

Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable

services at reasonable rates.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539



INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

WE ARE OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

9:00 to 8:30
BBl o (209) 478-0285

RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES
rox (209) 477-3206

cALL TO HAPPY
Cell: (209)-487-2127

2P uk:d  www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com o

-
]
e
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WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' 3 3 @niamwelta feaei @ Sudtau aa |

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaarO8@yahoo.com

Fodt 20,200
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SWEETS & SPICES

CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT
3 J'ST RIS ey HEI?-ﬂTH"' ms' Irandt
H?re'r@? HaW T e e e ot

WE HAVE || MUSIC, FABRIC
LARGEST ARTIFICIAL
COLLECTION || JEWELRY, SWEETS,
FOR INDIAN || FRESH VEGETABLES
GROCERY & MORE..
Super Eyebrow
Threading Now Open = memmmee=
Eyebrow Threading |

& Henna Tattoo

7 times, )
Get 8th one free! B o

Inside India Market BV |
5203 EKLHORN 8LVD LT 016-798-8142
SACRAMENTO CA 95842 4100 ROSEVILLE, ¢A 95747 -

916- 786-7666

IndiaMarketRoseville@gmail.com

916- 338-5511

SWEETS & CATERING ITEMS SERVING
AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks
MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE

Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
China & Silverware
Linen Rental | Waiters
Bartenders

Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions
Birthday Parties | Corporate Events
Religious Gatherings
Picnics/Bar-B-Que

CONTACT US:

RAJA SWEETS & CATERING :
www.rajasweets.com

WORK (510) 489-9100 Ui osiisi

CELL (510) 715-1619

Email: msbains@rajasweets.com

rajasweetsandcatering  rajaswests

'uimﬂ%mstn

FABRICS
A3t AuES et
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KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 510-536-1138
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Pittsburg Gurughar remained open for Sunday services for a few weeks but because of ongoing surge in COVID-19 cases the Managing
Committee is constrained to notify the entire Sangat that effective immediately the Gurughar is closed again for Sangat attendance till
August 9th, 2020 (Sunday) and is rescheduled to open on August,16th, 2020, depending on the severity of the COVID-19 conditions.
We are very sorry to share this unpleasant decision with the Sangat but had no other option but to pray for calming down this Pan-
demic. Community collaboration in such difficult times is vital to help keep Sangat healthy by avoiding exposures to the virus.

APPEAL FOR DONATIONS:- As the Sangat is well aware that because of no in-flow of cash
donations impacted by Corona Virus the Guru ghar is also experiencing financial difficulties
in the payment of our regular bills including the salary of the priests and other unforeseen
maintenance repairs of Guru Ghar. Since the Sangat is the main force and the impetus

behind the running of any religious institution we earnestly appeal to to please continue

your kind help through your generous donations to Guru Ghar.

REORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES:-

In accordance with the provisions of the
By-laws of this Gurughar, the process of reorganization of the Board of Directors and the

Executive Committee will be on August 23, 2020. The term of some of the current mem-
bers of the Managing Committee is due to expire in August, 2020 making room for re-
placement with new volunteer Sewadars. Applications from new Sewadars are invited
from Sangat so as to reach the Chairman by August 16th, 2020.

Gurughar members who have not renewed their membership so far are also re-

quested to do so by paying their annual renewal fee.

We also pray for the safety of all those physicians, nurses and other workers who

are fighting together by risking their lives in the forefront for treatment of the patients
of COVID-19.

“NANAK NAM CHARDI KALA TERE BHANE SARBAT DA BHALA”

Chairman

Jagtar Bhatia

President
Shinder Paul Narabu

Sangat De Sewadar

Treasurer
Vinod Kumar

General Secretary
Dharam Pal Chonkria
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Remembenng Chhatrapati Shahu Ji
Maharaj on his Birth Anniversary

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com

Ambedkar Times Weekly Newspaper congratulates
all of its esteemed readers, contributors and sup-
porterson the Birth anniversary of Chhatrapati
Shahu Ji Maharaj. We are reproducing a letter writ-
ten by him to Lord Sydenham, former governor of
the Bombay Presidency, in September 1918, for
communal (caste) representation in the legislative
councils,
elected by sep-
arate elec-
torates, and in

the colonial
state services.
Also reproduc-
ing herewith

two more arti-
cles published
in FORWARD
Press entitled:
“Shahu Ji Ma-
haraj: The Sav-
iour King of the
Backwards and
Dalits” authored
by Siddharth
and translated
by AmrishHer-
denia (May b5,
2018) and “Shahu: A Crucial Link between Phule
and Ambedkar” written by LalithaDhara (November
25, 2016) with thanks and due
acknowledgements.

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj was one of
the earliest pioneer-saviours of the Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes who, for the first
time in the history of the country, implemented 50
percent of reservation for the Dalits and Backward
Classes in government jobs and education institu-
tions. He also facilitated the entry of the lower
castes in the temples. He was of the firm view that
a handful of the upper-castes of his state hadmo-
nopolizedall the offices of profit. All the shrines in
the temples within his state, as elsewhere in rest
of the country, were also monopolized by Brahmin
priests. He saw to it that at least fifty percent of
the shrines were to be looked after by the priests
belonging to lower castes. He wanted that the
lower castes should get best of the education, so
that they could compete with their counterparts
from the upper castes effectively. To make this a
reality, he made the primary education compulsory
for the lower castes in his Kingdom of the
Kolhapur state.

The seminal contribution made by Chhatra-
pati Shahu Ji Maharaj was not limited to education
and government jobs. He made concerted efforts
to liberate the lower castes from the all pervasive
hegemony of the Brahminical priestly class struc-
tures of socio-economic dominations by empower-
ing them to stand on their own sources of
livelihood so that they need not to depend on the
evil and oppressive systems of Balutdari and Vatan-
dari. He paved the way for the inclusion of reser-
vation in the constitution of Independent India
drafted under the Chairmanship of Babasaheb Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar to whom Shahu Ji Maharaj encour-
aged and supported to come forward to cut the
shackles of the centuries old slavery of the lower
castes. “Ambedkar Times” Weekly Newspaper
(www.ambedkartimes.com) fondly remembers and
pays its deepest regards to Revered Chhatrapati
Shahu Ji Maharaj on his birth anniversary!!
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Law Office of

NIRWAN & ASSOCIATES

www.hirwanlaw.com

Jagdip S. Nirwan, Esq

PN

WE(]%E’UWB(HFUSI

Business

Incorporation

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM

Dissolution

Articles of Incorp

501 © Non-Profit

to 6:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to

916-832-3144

IMMIGRATION LAW
* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship
* Employment
* Appeals-1]/
* Family & Finance Visa
* Board /Federal Ct
* Labor Certification
* Asylum

* Removal & Deportation Defense

TAX LAW

* Offer in Compromise
* Payment Plans
File Back Taxes
Tax Preparation
Audits, Appeals
Tax Court Rep

Personal & Business

IRS/EDD/FTB Representation

Income Tax Filling 1040/1020

Ph: 916-238-4431

1104 Corporate Way Sacramento, CA 95831

649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2
Rlo Linda, CA 95673

B

A&S

Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers
inspeciion tune-ups and more

SRR S A

Amarijit Sandh

c
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

Home Services

Shangara Ram

i b, i,

Realtor calBRE# 01969522

Cell: 916-479-5587 o am
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Office: 916-681-5112 wmﬁwwmw m@

shangararam2@gmail.com o)

7412 Elsie Ave., Sacramento, CA 95828




P el www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com || @D

Vol- 9, Issue- 16

redl 29,200 ]

aﬁgwgﬂq@?ﬁwwﬁéﬁaf‘eﬁ‘mﬁs?w’mm

Y b S r
P "f E y n& , e

naSs (Tafiea fr sfimrsn)- wia Arar
FAY d9&" =94t fSnmex fauat &t v9 I
oifenr Jfemr J1 9o SfEIA &% 7 BIet
foset I GRSt e iy Agard’ © 9dit 95 88
AHH A< AAE=T <t niUE Waes Ut Iomit I
ni {58H&3 € argenra /Y arg sfeew Ay
5 55 "HIHS T 38" AHAH ST fm
H s us Afag & 391 GUds o935 dles
AH fir € feg Igat It 37Et qee fiy It
T HE & HIT d1936 al3T i 919 fegrat S|
FACH AX39 H. &fged AW AT3T & »irdnit Aozt
& it nrfentt nrfem

e Afag € YO's A. [SIHSH3
fiy 32t & Fins s @ fog afes-19 395
Ao 2 @@ A9 A9 afinff, 3aean mi
JI HESMT Aeret BT Tt &t Yy it s
83" & AoHTes 35 5’uﬂ°rﬂﬂ‘a—u'a‘]3”‘nm
ugd 3 9w Yy flw, 7. usa i,

yUgeT 3 HEd USsiHe HiHST o &,
afert 95 Icar SMimeg, widter fedm
Hooer Brele, 5. 39 Sew Tt

Siiteeg, o &t
fgﬂz@}ﬂ—t@a’ﬂ

ufsa 3 7. It fiw wigsT, fRos 439 3 3.
Heads fiw t.8tnmA., 3. gsAs fAw, 3.

JIA3 AW &99
Bag  fedaHs
I WMIUITAS,
gBHI3 39 Ude
ofeqe, A fx
3He% uddt 3

JASIH HIHT, 37. THECIY 3G, 3. JHAY
3ia1at, 37, Aftmrr, safidr 839 3 foefesT manr
fe, fyn HieH33, fedt 93, B8 U3, HoH
fﬂﬁrmﬁsfaaﬂgﬂarrfé:ﬁ?aﬁwwﬁu
349, mﬁw fireg &9, afdeg fiw,
Eﬂ—chﬂB'E(_d UHﬁ-I?HB(H Iz d9, Afeat
39F, HoUl3 i, Hawlz 39, AsizdT 9e 3

FAT H. J<&A13
n

S A, IIeH
A s UJw 98 As| 33< & fig HéaHe
& for Moy & et fe3t B Rz egaet ©

NF 7 IT Ao & § yAE 1St fS8HEs

SIEEI) a—c’ﬁﬁq—c’w@waﬁ‘a’ 19 @ di9 =+
umrusafegam A.aJe fAw . Ut gat e
3t feRH AeHS 3T famr

wA T feA A & IHSIST 9t 3
WS It & /Y, U9 fag 9 =@ AMF d&
FIA gBT YI9 TF &< © I IT A FIA
FISTE 77 ALl | YT & wiaT 3 e JuE Bt
TmfeT 13T wiF ¥ fER AHOIH T fo9 A8 <5t
forzst & feg 73 T & B9 mide =If3Nm

fzwe feeam e 8t oy Twen it Wiseewed! gend vl ¢ Srfevaes v fewrfeef 3 wows

ﬁs@waamrﬁm(wamw)—

mweuﬁmmaﬁ?%ﬁﬁm
THEH H WSTIHE TeE wiE T sfeaaes
Ht HEH ToHIMT & Feed AT e HiH3
f‘eETFEaﬂwaz’Tara(ﬂ?ﬂrﬁBélm%?sa—o’aﬁ
WHHET@W%@UGUE’TFEB?&H?;W
<% Hf ofeiies Afog & Hss, aedrd! fig 3
YHAT U39 3¢ 137 o ySifsw 1138 '8 119
T yus HeHIs fAw 9973, AIYR3 39T
Flaa Hiz yors goeiy fiw g%, AfSearis
mw»ro’ews?ﬂ?fmuﬂ'é’rmﬁ%|

ekl Y |
T

feg yimr it Gost
fagr fa 7t wea
goRIMT 7t & Aer

T IIGIUA WI
ATt feam
Ifemrm| gevEt Wi < |
forgz fegdt ufast
NS T wizgaHet
gt wisFg wrastads Sz fapT, fam Aear
feg U9 forest fem w=3anr & AS®e © AHJE
zrarérla@ém@aﬁwauumgyﬁ—d Cealcs

"

AJftmz JuzT &
Hy foHas © AsHY
TZ-niardt

sfedded Ht @I A6 & @ 9 € migeea' &
W@W%mmmlw
& @t geel »iE © 3fey feg 99 feam &2t w35
I = forar yaretfenr|

T B do<iad A i e & @ At
H&H TSHIMI T Gaee gafen faar §aat &
Tt Igras g9 HH3AT 3 wr3det & AsTeT
far=3t 25 By 37 T Iret, wify3Ag 3 gafiud
3 35 Bt fHdt 837 & vz 3 Bg IET|

wWed w3  TJd
w3t © uE-UiE € AYS3 T Hes8er yET
& &= famr

fer AN feg &t o9 JT &)

dao'ﬁazéd'o@?f%‘aa”rﬁgwwmi
2T W3ITHSS BT § ¥8%, Tag<, 9e,
Wmmwmf‘a’?ﬁrw
Mﬁkﬂﬂ@swawamwl

mw%mwﬁmmwaﬁ THl

gar- U7g A9Ad <% Afodr € Hares st &
T& JT sHTon &% SH AN 3 %ar3'g fesaar
i3 7 fgar I fam <t Bergez fa mfget @ @gst
Eﬁmaﬂw(wﬁ)awmmoo
mwﬁ%af‘evnﬁmazgsoomm
HE 337 i3 AT J6 A fx iz € Agd=T §
fHae 1200 2= <t It feerar J11 fx W wifenr,
fezagr 3 ¥U ¥ T AIadt a1t J1 fegst
fegar T Yo Jorfes gamis Urrg fearet
g9r € yus Ht A3y flw 7 & g3fenr
fezafant® w3 §-fesaent g9 faor fx Uag

1%?20133201836(3%14@1%?@26
HIMfen & HE 33 gafen™ I6 mi3 THEd 2018
3 gT 3T aft UarfesT @ vt AUeT § e
<t O adt a3 famr

7e fx 99 Afadt arfontt & forfas AN
mawaﬂ%wwmmﬁﬁ’r%ﬁ@f&w
ﬁéﬁwwﬁmaﬂmeﬁmﬁwgs
WIfER Hee, f9ofes 3 AeHs U39 &3 A
Tt U37 96 & &9 oIt 77 gdharm

Ml@w%wmama@aﬁw
%&éﬁrm@mw&?ﬁ@@%aﬁéﬁ
wi®s adfont foor fg Umw R T
HEIT GasT »itis g9 wiA.H »i iz ug agat
Emmm?%@zﬁmm%&v
ﬂ-o’aﬂ3°raT8°rzr e Ug T9dt B T 9H 395,
Ug SEeT °% IAER 3 UefeEt MY U &
AHU3 HEIT HEHNT 3 393 UJ9E 371 UF
Wsmwwaﬁwwml%»@
fxar fx o HOHE T T9 FATIR BEt
AISS! JEfElT & Use Jaeel AE Mt

A3t e 3t foi fils =/ mfadt = sars 3°
gt 7 AAIfER 1Y &% € 9w fegdt
FHT JrEd9, AaST Ay 889 nife wrgr
THI A5 - 13y i At

(yus Tofes gamis &am)

gou féw o2 R 3t M 3 finu 9013 & wren Aerfsn vew wavde fieg ior v des amw

gm(amw)—wnaseﬁmmm
&9 saeg finr 3913 & WA St wiH IBE
TH T99 A9 @ J1 399 i &
ittt &% Hifear st aretifen Buds
3 faar fa €t &t ufast 39vta Baf & U-
BT Ug oH & Ufas © w9 3 3836 &

nna'&ss (gafaes fAw a'ﬁ:mnw)—
3 fe8 993 A9 ANfax o fAe
fadhet &% B35 wt €3 Ifdqr, |
AEfex afHBfsct wet g5 ¥ feu
ATTEST, EE’U?E:TYH?UHEHEH
Hefsdt & #x sweEt ot fem
Ut vy ghiar fes8er 7, &t reer |
Hifear (37 6<9) @3 foat Il
Hiféar & feg ufosdt e TAz9a<t
FHHY3 7. &g fiw & AggaHst
EWWWWI@W@
3= 3 feg A ufost it gt LI
T Uz agAsTg AETST Hiféar € few yaradtt
& fits & fosT AfeT I 7. Iod9 ffw &

J=4ft| fers fewer gt faur g s<tms
Eﬁﬁémaaummaﬁér
Wﬁ?%@wwﬁﬁéﬁéf
fﬂmmmaaaﬂa—e'am@'mawg
afes-19 Aot ATt gerfest & user
F9¢ JT »UT g9 W 3 HY d9T 9T
AHH € 59 B8 39K § MUTT WS
yge & »ifis dtt J1

A.o@Elv i Yot ase yredde Hews © yus ud

Jedag (fBrfede-9920) H 35t Bargas f‘evmmaﬂwaﬂaaﬁ?%aﬁqﬁiwg
&yt < fils mATet 7. gwde e 8§39 few or & ether €9 T © afeA
gfgnr Jedt a%9 € yus @F 8
@t f&g fouast fea A% @Az i3t

Wﬁmﬁﬁa

2002 ¥ feu wfgg sfionre 3 feg wr &
5 <A I51 B9 fies Hieig ur Js1 fea
Jedt aBg UueEeE Feaw € fawr o & Bt fourgsATH U (RgaRs) ©

It J1 Bt €t vt EH © e AA39
THEEIZ a9 M3 Yasol A. Jidfied
fiw Uhie(ferfigs Asaag) Js|
%@?ﬂﬁ?%f‘%ﬁéﬁaﬁaeﬁnﬁ6

fagr feae  (fsAfgaen) oH
ST T5| Fodt FHT UUrSESE
feAfeae 9920 T »itts aH g9 T
7 fa fs@i%s w3 Ay Uifex &
feuw araarls Ifder 31 Jaret seles <%
3 Highr g <8 A. gudle flu §
ERERSRELSLRSH

Sdlede Ba A3 I8 © feus asfant g it arehett Hifear
¢ fisfhe feg ooa ToHde g Har € 9a< gAuUT niamft/
a9gs & ufgdt Hifear €96 usdt & TETH® 9 B
899 393 ug9 I UFg ¥ A69% AG3d H: &% AW
ABaet 80t 5% A d=® fiw A ve f&99n, H: Jo9v<
Har, 39eq g6r13 fiw, A:99ex fw T3, e asfees
39 o fEU9H I8 O9Hde  H BuSId i SHe, A: 398
ffw o= &iF uf, 7 mufees fAw, s =@9rs flw¥eg 3 g9
o | fer AR St Uz 39 % & AGI® AAST B
TgHAE &HHE Si3T famr |

At gI3T- gIe iy vy uIus fagr




2 P ==l www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com

o] Sz e Eg

2 guEL, 1963 & Y it i3 1 Slaws fErs o5
wwﬁwwwa‘q’aﬂﬂ?mﬁw
feg ufenT a3 wieaifaet ards Jee s feg
SH famr wiZ ¥ €3 It 1t =i act ot fex
fonrg Tt arg @fent & At AT & AHST
ﬁ%mfaawsﬁ?sw—a’ﬁ]—a'ém?@m
iﬁw;ﬁwmmmmm—@
EIRZEAR:IR wm@wmmm
f%?l@ﬂwélmé]—fﬁww@ﬂ%@ﬂ
mﬁgmﬁ%ﬁw%—ﬂw@%?aﬁ
Iu ISt At /i faast At vt 83 3 Sg It
ﬁwwﬁﬁrﬁr;ﬂ@aa—amaﬁu@ém
arfnit feg €3 80 Fo)| A9 59 1 & ufo® fos
It 92t <33t HY 1St 3T 99 Afomt & ISt T
ymuﬂ%’ﬁrgaaﬁrwm?@ﬂaaé‘r
Bzywaaf‘e?»@%ﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁm
%ﬁw%wﬁ?@ﬂamﬁwf‘aw
mmwwﬁmvwaﬁgfaﬁrzﬂm
W?l%ﬁ;ﬂ@ﬂf‘z’mﬁemgm
ﬁmwugﬁzﬁéw@ﬂsmﬁaé
wen@ﬂ%é%éfmm‘f@ﬂm%ﬂw
a9o T § 8F & ¥is o ZBHWE'T 1963 &
mﬂwﬁa@mﬁaa@?mﬁa@ﬂ
Euﬁwﬁwmmma?@ﬂa
m%—y%ﬂrﬁ'}wa"}mﬁrﬁwﬁa@ﬂa
foar fa 3t 73 & 59 J5, ﬂaas'ﬂ"rw—a'm
W?fewaﬂgagﬁrﬁmmléﬂﬁams
%ﬁrﬁ;ﬁémmwﬁwmm%m
Ef%a@wéﬁ?amﬁmﬁmrrl
iz Bz 83 Brd S faGre
iz Ioe g dH g A AN T a5 BA ©

Vol- 9, Issue- 16

redl 29,200 ]

3. famrs fiwu

Arear Y2Re, wiee-fefomirs fesa,
91-99156-82196

-.-

g 4

NN o)

IFITTIICIAEMI IT T 3T EI AT
aﬁwawﬁwua@wnsﬁmaﬂﬁ@sé}m
fot 7 1997 fog FraT ufgeg Ufew® o
o I H AT IH AT S Sot ST fA GRS
TI3 fepirer IHTET SiS  wiF I greit & fieatt
S niaH o faze MR v 8R & s feg Ay
fev 98 faor f& 89 nudt wsw wix
feaAaMm=E § Hax adt Hiearl 8gt & must
gt fes & WuSt AHTET miaAS JH ST
feg fiftmr fonr a9e As & feers & aw &
Wwaﬁaw%w&ﬁweﬁwéf
rw%wnsnaw@zwm”rwwﬁl@ AT
wmmmm&ém
et fo BadT B T 35 w9 °U ¥ oy
Haes ugE grdier I

23 A&, 2020 § YT 57 AS S
&% fa38T 3 gmie FET 99 BS 3 FeT &t
fegs famm| »irt iR a9t fx Bt <t ffimr
Q%Waa%aﬁér,uagﬂ%—or,m—hiru
w3 fJ€, 89T »i=3 Jardt gAret €F gt Arearat
JUT TH A I3 <9 & A Afant © fAg
fezer qomr 93 fozr T fAn § mfee »it g
é@?aarna‘}zfl %lﬂw?ra@ﬁré‘rwzﬁla
Rt e QU Ut T ST AT W UraT| &6
TTEIH HoHTT & YU § AHST JIT Ufge9 &
RIECASIRP

v o

Wt & 13 3 g vivex B8R & IEelt &

W3 J et Fizr 9H 19 fenrfant Sfenr it iz J areh 83 ©uf & Figr I Stg & ferratt AZ®s
8r 3w fex 1137 <t At we feg o S3fent B8R fegrs fzr w3 89 wuel T awdla wuE s
& USE Hae & USESt 3 e B3T9E 981 3 A st i famr 87 § usT 5t BhmrE
farg ust w3 R &t 13 7 It Ty & 91 g W@?f&ﬂﬁf&ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂaﬁfwﬁr
Tt &t Welh, I 9 gmiE BR T 13 @ S I3 ww@aﬁmmmwm@ﬂ

EMN @ Each Office
RF/MK Independently
. Gold  wnedand Operated

IJJa - REALTOR (R)

CalBRE # 01418648

Honesty Starts From Here

_‘M. Residential = Business « Commercial
Lease « Investment Property and Land

Dil N

Serving in Greater Sacramento area since 2004

Cell: 916-628-2210
Fax: 916-745-3424
Office: 916-285-1000

Email : Dil.Realtor@gmail.com

2081 Arena Blvd #

100 Sacramento, CA 95834

31 T famr w3 €Az »ee 3 ufost 31 89
IAUSS It B8R T wa g famr A

3SR »i3 feees 57, famrs fAw w3 €ast
Hsr 91 @9 593 igsdt w3 3g € AYT Ufge9 5% gyl f99€ 5% meRnr

3t it € 5oz & S-Hu feors H R & YRS T nioeH 9T I

Kulwant Sandhu
1471 B St., Unit B, Livingston, CA 95334

Parvinder Dhesi



AHYIH (F99) - ANH A< 3t HTT A< J1
AN &t A 3 faor faedt & fea wst <t #9
3 § wIet J1 feH mEE ANH AT € 93¢
mﬁ@mmmeﬁ@wwnﬁ
T, f‘awu'ﬁa'@ﬂa'»@&?‘@@mﬁn
mmﬁﬁmammﬁsgm
sﬂzlﬂﬁeaﬁﬁm§mﬁwwwm
J fg 89 99 =991 <3 fem aon & Yadlas
I & AToT UAT dgeT J| BI<< fenasmit
>t BF =% 95T IT mida U9HE, AN

Afe3ed

2 P - www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com (11

AW HE" € B3¢ §eA - AfSeT o Hoom aos

wﬁﬁm&wwwfﬁvwmw
IHeT 3T T5| HIZE & nidar arut WS $3 &3
fecIsHa® Io% HAS Aetet & i fHeam & Har
Hdt fimmg fozr T @R © AWfAg oAt &t
St & yAAT 3t i 99 991 T fonast 7
fisaH & muHEmE ¢ Wa ga W8T =
nrHigeE feer B8R & &t femHt ANA § AU
TH FEEM, I3 I JIit I | e Teea

dar' & THe8e =l greifis ofts Ot wisfewr

VNN

fesyz ar9q a9 ©f IHt 39T

aa?af‘azwe?aaﬁatrm

PEHYS/ATHIIHT (F99) - E;é?@rrq' Wmmm%ﬁa%ﬂ?@ﬂ IAI g9 aHIE fandt 3 Uizs A
Afg3g € Jar § TU-Ty Tadainr feg gy <t ufost fagme 'mufent € ersx’ @ﬂ?’ Hweaﬁﬂuawﬂmw@ﬂwaua

Tt Ffozarg greuis dts fem
TBt AT 3 INHAT B8 JUAS 7
st 8r = nigea ferm A9 3
39 7E ¥ yed & FEe HiSTE feg
fex Aord! & &3t Afas 839
few 8w <t 13 <t ygg A9 &
3 G ¥ feex < 1% JT1 <3~
T B39 vz Afa3arat & BH &
H3 3 WeRHA Ydie &i37| meHUg

et 8 & uFsy moe fOeW
J29tt, U wiehA fer & F9=at
Jls 3 fem ¥g § T3 &3t
a@?ﬂg—&gs’aaﬂﬁene’zmma
amﬂz fge, It &= fegms
WEWUWW
Hofied T, J9fieg ¥%, wrHt
Srudt, AuAs s, Jee
g9, g%e< Id1, I3 JueT, It

T sadtet iz U39t fésar <t

Wwwﬁrm

Ifgz et foo afesdt & fus &t 9o w3 Uaet J 37 R & 99 Adlg <0< feo mma&”rwaamﬂ?aﬂzewm

22 1T It Far aret| 8 & wiwt e &t @ﬁwa&’faﬁa 89 fued mir ¥ 33@3@@%@@&]@

wﬁa%ﬂﬁu‘a&nﬁa’ﬁaw%ﬁmm

mn@ﬁﬁmmeﬁaaﬁléﬁéwmwm%ﬂ
memamwﬂﬁsgmwwaﬁf@?ﬁw
F efy g 294 25 ﬂwsﬁ?;urf‘—c'@*amgué’rmrqmm

foofm &9 fosT e

HistwY Helsdl Ags g
E‘Tama'élngaewa

AHgIH  (FF9) -
Hiamia Adsdt Ad® AiTaT
&t fefomrdes goA3 39 3
I »geH JITY T8 450
feg 431 (95.77a1 ) Wi &
& A & WS mUE H3T
fusT & a1 JHE &=t I
fer &t TEadr fofenr
IABT f5THS THT HH-
gIHr & <for fx €F &
FEH IIH3 F9 AGH
g g3, far <yt feg
HoHI3 d9 & AI® ACe
wﬁrﬂﬂlmwrrwam
@sﬁaﬁrl

mmwﬁe&ﬁwﬂaﬁwﬁswf&wmmwmwm

393, (aa?ﬂgﬁwm) e A H@Tezraarfﬂaaaﬁﬁahwaéaﬂ FET wimE AHTH U9 T HY 9T I
ugdt € g UTdt wifor S I8 AR @t AAT 9 9 <3t i3 ofis g9 A3 @ fen €978 wis<ae Beadis fiw & uadt

yuesat dAme Wt ® o T #sat T Qust § wew
IH HIZ™ w3 JAE yus _ Te &3, &% Jt faar fx 89
THIT IHT BB T wigreTEl A »UE fideet 3aedt 5%
J5 I8t Fox © &9 nifod feg@=ar mz e fost
e foi  wEdde . ugdt & ferag BE vifgn

feegris flw g v s e |
fegran wfenr oo, st |
Wﬁ?ﬁqw@%ﬁg 4
ugdt © fergg w1 A%

fsgasmt & it ArEaint,

o feg Tamg @ ¥iger Hfeni |-
e fegrg wetedr & oi3T
famr Fox &t wiEeTEl adfent ATgr
feorfea w3 e AHE UgST U9 ©
At HHfent & fégrga fiara I
faar fa »ime A uradt namdt feas

97 FJat »iF UAE © B § fgas9
YHHS W3 AHTH HIE II<8E T vifan
gihar fesedt, 83t faor f& drmg &t
Jofedt ugdit 3 UAE & wEe
IITCT M Fat ¥ fI37 BT #7nf 7%

Hares Uget g 39 9
! IFT Uug 3 fogagef
| »re mHE ugSt © fAAt
HHfEwt & dag fEgad
fargT I FHarzT, wEw
mr'?rwa?reuwam
aﬂ?ﬂemmﬁgaﬁ?—dmm
e, »ids 321, JINH AIlT, 3THy
Ut TSI »i3 HEd & Hae 91

feres & ¥ yEs € wa @y vel areenre yaus anel 3 T Hee- ge

WfEAT- 2018 &9 TAt € 78 &
Ufarss aret fags & fan & fa &d9
&9 T O9H ¥E% & fenrg gaefenr
At & yerg win 32t ¥ mi39 I feg AT
yerg wify3arat 71 BRs Highr Bug €r
T AU . fgus fiw afg fgor T fa

uﬁw@aarawrawaaamaw
At ug o= €A & €8 <t gy fiss famr &
3 BR BT y=9 § usE & HESS T famr
Ul@ﬂ?%éﬁ%ﬂ@?ﬂaf‘a@ﬁ
feg st met 'F 9w I T A faEs
AW wisAg AT AET © s Ufost feg s Agg<i & <t AgTesT T 39/ fasT /it

TufonT 8R AN 37t difde fiw Sdes
7 yas BHST greendT y9us SHelLs
mﬁ%ﬁﬁ@a%ﬂﬁwaﬁr@w
8% y=9 €1 39 377 € AuTesT & a9adT|
8t v feg & afox T fa €n AH =t

Vol- 9, Issue- 16

WU <t AR feg Ao I| I35 few 919 s
ajgsaﬁ(@araﬁ@ﬂé’rawfeé’raaaa

8 afes-19 HoHdt € feg nuEhntt Aeet 8
% feiH 39 3 UIAT ¥ & ASHTES a13T
famrm MY Garst 7913 =% 1 It SRS
Aot g gHAT B8R © doew &3 famrm 7
fHeam gt Adnt ARt § He U™ & AT feg

weTet 29,2020

AHEIH (F99) -
%@mmrﬁﬁmﬁuﬂaﬂ
IFEX WHS niaHs = IS 29X
famim fer 29 T Iz UIHAS
e Is, Ae fx S316 sfedacy
WHS MIH'S YT IS| Hal3 U3IH
g T T uﬁ’@mmﬁm
a‘amfa’uaazéﬁnmm@m
arfea»nm»mfea"reﬁum—c'
BUs, nH »ETT, a6 IaTHM,
TH &5t g0 T 37 iR Goew a9v I g 9e3T ufast
fgsia 9T fer 29x & ¥ feBw 3 39t Jargr s foar T

WWW‘)‘{HE’TM’
ﬁam%ﬁwm

AHEIHT (§F99) - .
aﬂ?ﬂgmuﬂ»rrﬁﬁxmag
Hf3g gge iz 'HH <t st

feg erza © fgor I fer 23 &

U fHREST IHS HIer @ & IS
-

sfedaeg we ot oY <F ARG |

3 ﬂ't%@mﬁmzawam fem |
aaau—afsﬂzﬂ%msﬂawa‘r SR -
U o137 1 A ©F UFed BHs HSE 3 57 niger <8 f3nrg
itz Ifent gH HeT foar I Aee dt g esa g fe@a van 3
fosta otz Arar

Wiﬂ’aﬁamwﬁwﬁwmﬁm

ATHYITH (F99) - widar Uaret
fJc oz v % oy St oast &
H'E H3T 987 IB'Xd IE 759
TIT A FH T fees 96 &'
fAa® 23 A3 a3 &7 finrg
95 T ASf3t & ¥ fgar I1 |
I AT T T 29K TIT AT &
J3arg HAE A 96 mi3 fer
T /a3 HEaws egsm <& fogr
famrm | fem 23 <t A6 fes it -
& fana it 71 UTSEHT I&HIs ffw UeAT 36 »ig 29 &
&<® A3J41 fEcacaan € J| I8 7979 ©f arfedt 57 fimrg
HEgd UT 34 I8

wﬁaﬁwﬂw‘wﬁw’wa@ﬁwmmww

Erﬁqmaua @F"9)- yfig
A6 sfedaes vio 5 Fog <5
&3t It BEs HiStE & Arearat
29 &% UArg & A fantt & fast
¥ U3as g9 foor J1 fer 29w = I
Ut 7S fes-ug- fes

Tuger 7 fgar I aHS
Hoet g & fer yrige € 8% &
yfig a&H H S 3
IBHIT &7 J1 @9H e
YSIHS M3 AlSs & 363 @8 fen & U &tz famr I mA 7
fa fer 29a & A3 3T fimg e=dr 3 & fcBa Jam 3
A93 fer & yHHs fin 716 5% ddadr|




Af3aTg war farrdt gafts fiwr #t,
HEET 'S 343 Aol
Irfgarg At T UTHBATI
er&laﬁrﬂ"}sﬂazﬁn
femm: - &&s9
fanrst g3 i wt, »imy 7 & a1 g9 U39
fevs = a9s f&g I fa, 17 Het 2020 & &
nyErgt It YUz I vy 1 T e, C“AEed
& geH yug ardt a& 3t A, far 3 gmie
B3 UT I HHS H wids 3u3 Aoy feu
fegrfanr Aar”, & Wy Jufent, 7. HaHI3 fHw
%, AS3J UIH Y9 TNt & SH, d%39 ATt
ﬂwﬁaﬂﬁwwmwﬁrlﬂrﬁx%am
ﬁwftmfrﬂ?lzowe“r?;n Hor3 i 7 5%
zﬁa?sza?mmaaﬂyﬁ@wwaﬂ?ﬁr
J »i3 fex ge3 fev Aemg »iy § 37 3T AaT
T 723 913 A7 3 A< Jgt A" &t nirfem 3t
31 W &, A. HaHi3 fRw it & wre U39 Sfrmrm
AT, »i3 ¥iaft et ArEdt 3T < a3t 13T H
T I23 913 A7 3 A¢ o€t A<Tg &t wirfem 3t
1496 &, 37 U fHw § U39 37 & g3t oISt
fa vy 1t &7 Tus @ & et It Arearat <t
fqussT a9 femr g9 37 U fiw & &
SEs T 9w I9 Al 29 & a9t AeE ot
nifen 3121 HE S USTSAI T U W Al &
Fodt 1St aret H AT 3 gu fRw At & fau
U39t w & et AL adt nrfen 328 56 &
A. diffe ffw 7t B9, yos gHSt Irgeear
W&?ﬁﬁmﬁﬂamﬁaﬁﬂﬁ
ﬁﬁﬁmeamﬂaﬁrmﬁ%ﬂ?@zﬁ
fqumszT alist Ae | fom U39 e <t aFt e adt
Wwyswﬁwaamw&mﬁa
ot At ot 7S et dife e 7 B < &t
JaraT &t fanr 31 12 goEt &, iy /l € 3H
U39 37 fa g3t &It ot /it fa w7 St
anet € nifgardtnrt § view ok g 8 it aret
Aeadt IAE| iy it & € HE It U39 IHE

((

((

2 Pzl www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com @

AHE, WS SU3 Afea v s H U 13

T IH-®, vy Ht & BAT Aofea A, ARfeeg
fiw 5% 2¥ies 3 < ar% 98t A, 3 BT & &
wolte feefenr A fer @ &t It A<y &dt
nifenr 3119 gEEt & foa J9 U3T wiu At &
I & Tt APt aretl 20 FEE &, TR =9 oy
Mt & 5 Fofex A, ARfeeg fiw &5 &
2Hes 3 3% I < T3t AT ug! 7F T
&% fever U fggr I fa ae »mu it & four Uzt
3 I3 I THES @ <t AT FIAT 5t feaf-

(€) Fat fro's
() feafores o3
(%) a—éf AS (Troplcal year)
(3) 7 9EI-HIA AB3T I IIter I 3 HdHI
fygsT g grdter I2
(€) Fat fro's
() feafores o3
(v) I3t 7% (Tropical year)
AEeg ft, 7 393 3 g I &

st 31 i &g e U39 feus et HAgd
Jfenr g mrfee g 9t At 93t vy 7 37t

g3 &¥39 GHST SNt @8 g A, B8R
a%s9 & A ignhrf s A »3 e He F o7&

EFFTFFE'If ; — e r—— e H’('TEE,BT%U;E’EHU'T
TS ﬁ:”rz?IT WF[Pr E‘)_14 7 ki g?lf ﬂrewwmalwg
ygg & e feg, | 547 TisTE R At A FEI9 § 7
wﬂ}\w\h’é HE 543 Msam 3NTE WWHW@M{T
B g IT 3 A% &7 SEEm ST g
a®Bsg Al a9 ot | 40 18TF o Tw afomi 3 S mf Ft
YET HSTER U ¥ [550 isow e | Hfowm vy S T
Safonr STt 551 18 TF 27 IF ~ _~ 2o . o
U JIT S%3d feg I
AEeT fadt T3 | ss2 Tisax Tiro= HJI®™ 8 93 = 94 Hi

fAw faor fx Aozt fem

(‘)'(‘)O(H'dl O(Méd MOH™d Eﬁ' CISEEE] )‘)‘I'g

fefzoma feas He8zufarzs iy ar: y:

anz&mgsfmmﬁwwww@r

i U = g aws9 do gdter 7, AR &

A € AT THY Y5 &35 [Bflmr /i
AETg {t, 7 & 37 fER 9@ & widr 39

fgor of, fx & iy 0@ & wiue d%s9 I

gdter T 3 fgo3T ABs9 I Idier I?

(1) fagsT a®sg Idter 32

(8) HaHt (solar)

() g% mofaz (Lunar)

(¥) g€3-HI#t (lunisolar)

ug fadar afamit & g
HI® 9 93 & Haren H nid # & 2y -
35 a9 © g3 3 »iH® &9 9 If 3ot
AHST AT BHS aidt €% 20 AT for I (AW
552) & a%39 &9 & HI® T9d It &t T ot
Ho8F §v a9 3T I7 AET9 A, AR 3uzs
Afog € »y /ft HY Aewg J, 8 3u3 ©
fE3TH &% St GHE It 98 fuses |zt A
fgor J1 for A% (A3 552) © AB39 3SR
3t g 7 & Hid w3 Uit Enff faurst 837 526
3 foa fes ufags ufgst Fs, ug fUed IS
(AHZ 551) ¥ &B39 IS B3 956 3 9 fos
fug ufgstt It As| 7 g @ wru /@t &

(2) 7 FI B39 I& grdter I 3, gIAt oz
J&r grdter I?

fegs Ares 9 (4 AeT) & 7 J1 t gHSt

Vol- 9, Issue- 16

redl 29,200 ]

Ui R R I
J?
Ageg A, My
#t & ore J<ar
fa g® A®
gy # A
UfarAss e
A 37,
yrfar3z™a
JIgecTIr
ysua et
&% W it &
T 13T H [ A& A, I miIHs €< At
T \dtEt feas widt fedd HeeidT| 3TF 98
adt a3 fe feo feozr 13 A eregq @
3 UTIA3™S Jraeear Yaud JHet © dH39
feg feg fegz 2 O3 @ w97 J| HI-HSt I
95, for A® wiearet e I for J9s Jet
2t A UfIAZ™S 77 &dt Afem, Ug & viddT &7
JT 37T TR 303 €8 UfIAS™S Jrgeear yiud
IHST &% I3 I Tmie T St gET? W AT &7
femrs, “Bot U firy ar: y: an<t €8 fer i
Mi® I YIia9H Ydie aafent faor fa =
mamyﬂ?mn{aﬂaﬁﬁr@
Hﬁmmwﬁmmwﬁaéf
Hazmﬁaﬁﬁmﬁa)ﬁr & st 3 ufs iy
qr:q:aﬂﬁm?amjaﬁiuﬂﬁréﬁnﬁéﬁqr:
a9 Aoy fed A 39 3 fHS & Hafenr
A=A’ | (W3 2 MaTA3 2019 1)

Af3aTg ta1 A8ed H#, Ae  9-9
A% 3 2HIEs It oIt 95 3 It
A" &d1 nifen 3t fer U8 U39 97t vy 7t
o1 Aer &9 gaa Ifenr I foHasT Az g3t
T f& viuE gt “fiy Jg © fea & a@z9 I
T I” & mHEt A ufge8E & BuIsT &9,
3t 37 fity (g w2t 503 It wifon w3 Afs3S oar
e, faA 3 wi| vy 7 fagmHs I, < ae-
HITE & J9 HT' BT 3 gufen 7 A

AeeHs fw fgemie

sarbjits@gmail.com

\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

=% SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

STRIVE FOR MORE

SPECIAL BIT INSPECTION AND DOT AUDIT COMPLIANCE:

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.
DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE COIVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE
FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
RECORD KEEPING.
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE ING.
PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Auto Services:

* Qil Change Services
* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement
* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair
* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair

* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs

We Provide Towing &
24/7 Mobile Road Services

Trucks & Trailers Services:

* DPF Filter Cleaning
* Clutch * Computer Check
*Transmission  * Differential
*New / Use Tires * Inspections
*Qilchanges  * Van/Reefer Work
* Wheel Balancing
*Truck & Trailer Repair
* All Major & Minor Repairs
* We Do Aluminium Welding
T-Check

m‘m

g farmy' o

e Fdu - t .
o a9 ot .

hablamos espariol

We Speak English, Spanish & Punjabi
ACCEPTED HERE

Com-Check visA

We Provide All Autos,
Trucks & Trailers Repair

Open
Monday tc |
Saturday |  gpg cneck Bl "

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 561-1846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Bivd, Manteca CA 95336

* And Much More... For All Autos, Trucks & Trailers
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Remembering Chhatrapati Shahu Ji
Maharaj on his Birth Anniversary

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com

Ambedkar Times Weekly Newspaper congratulates
all of its esteemed readers, contributors and sup-
porterson the Birth anniversary of Chhatrapati
Shahu Ji Maharaj. We are reproducing a letter writ-
ten by him to Lord Sydenham, former governor of
the Bombay Presidency, in September 1918, for
communal (caste) representation in the legislative
councils, elected by separate electorates, and in

the colonial
state services.
Also reproduc-
ing herewith
two more arti-
cles published

in FORWARD
Press entitled:
“Shahu Ji Ma-
haraj: The Sav-
iour King of the
Backwards and
Dalits” authored
by Siddharth
and translated
by AmrishHer-
denia (May 5,
- 2018) and
“Shahu: A Crucial Link between Phule and
Ambedkar” written by LalithaDhara (November 25,
2016) with thanks and due acknowledgements.

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj was one of
the earliest pioneer-saviours of the Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes who, for the first
time in the history of the country, implemented 50
percent of reservation for the Dalits and Backward
Classes in government jobs and education institu-
tions. He also facilitated the entry of the lower
castes in the temples. He was of the firm view that
a handful of the upper-castes of his state hadmo-
nopolizedall the offices of profit. All the shrines in
the temples within his state, as elsewhere in rest
of the country, were also monopolized by Brahmin
priests. He saw to it that at least fifty percent of
the shrines were to be looked after by the priests
belonging to lower castes. He wanted that the
lower castes should get best of the education, so
that they could compete with their counterparts
from the upper castes effectively. To make this a
reality, he made the primary education compulsory
for the lower castes in his Kingdom of the
Kolhapur state.

The seminal contribution made by Chhatra-
pati Shahu Ji Maharaj was not limited to education
and government jobs. He made concerted efforts
to liberate the lower castes from the all pervasive
hegemony of the Brahminical priestly class struc-
tures of socio-economic dominations by empower-
ing them to stand on their own sources of
livelihood so that they need not to depend on the
evil and oppressive systems of Balutdari and Vatan-
dari. He paved the way for the inclusion of reser-
vation in the constitution of Independent India
drafted under the Chairmanship of Babasaheb Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar to whom Shahu Ji Maharaj encour-
aged and supported to come forward to cut the
shackles of the centuries old slavery of the lower
castes. “Ambedkar Times” Weekly Newspaper
(www.ambedkartimes.com) fondly remembers and
pays its deepest regards to Revered Chhatrapati
Shahu Ji Maharaj on his birth anniversary!!

July 29, 2020

California (USA)

Ambedkar Times republishes a letter written by Chhatarpati Shahuji Maharaj, ruler of Kolhapur, to Lord
Sydenham, former governor of the Bombay Presidency, explaining why caste-based reservations were an absolute
necessity [with due acknowledgements - FORWARD Press (Email: info@forwardmagazine.in) & P. B. Salunkhe
(1994) Chhatrapati Shahu: The Pillar of Social Democracy, Education Department: Government of Maharashtra)

In this letter addressed to Lord Sydenham, former governor of the Bombay Presidency, in September 1918,
Shahuiji, the ruler of Kolhapur, makes a case for communal (caste) representation in the legislative councils,
elected by separate electorates, and in the colonial state services. A year earlier on 20 August 1917, Edwin
Montagu, the British secretary state for India, had informed Parliament in London of the government’s
plans for “gradual development of self-governing institutions with a view to the progressive realization of

responsible government in India ..

.”Shahuji Maharaj was worried because the Brahmins had already taken

over the bureaucracy in the Bombay Presidency, and the majority Marathas (meaning non-Brahmins in gen-
eral) were at their mercy. That was on top of the inherited societal powers Brahmins enjoyed, using religious
sanction to live off the hard-earned produce of the worker castes. As the ruler of Kolhapur, he himself had
been surrounded by Brahmins in his government and was witness to how that impeded the dispensation
of justice and denied the so-called lower castes sustenance and education. He had gone on to remedy the
situation — 16 years before he wrote this letter, on 26 July 1902, he had announced 50 per cent reserva-
tions to the backward classes in Kolhapur state services. He defined the backward classes as “all classes
other than Brahmins, Prabhu, Shenavi, Parsees and other advanced classes”.

SHAHUJI TO SYDENHAM: ‘NO REMEDY EXCEPT
COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION’
Kolhapur
September 1918

My Dear Lord Sydenham,

| have to thank Your Lordship for champi-
oning the cause of the dumb millions of India. Your
close acquaintance with India and especially with
Bombay, which is the political storm-centre of the
country, has enabled
Your Lordship to gauge
the situation correctly
and to see the fallacy of
applying the Western
principles of equality to
the priest-ridden and
caste-divided illiterate
millions of India. The
Deccan has been for cen-
turies groaning under the
tyranny of the Brahmin
priest, who has seized
supremacy in every way
in religious as well as
secular matters, politics,
commerce, education,
banking, etc and so on.
The masses of the coun-
try are not, therefore,
free agents and unless
special precautions are
taken to safeguard their
interests they are sure to
fall an easy prey to the
tyranny of their Brahmin
masters. Communal rep-
resentation is the only
way for safeguarding their interest in the Provincial
and Imperial Councils. | may state some of the rea-
sons why the Marathas are greatly in need of it:

FIRSTLY. Although the British are the rulers
of the country, the real power rests with the Brah-
min officers who pervade every rank of the service
from the meanest clerk and the village accountant,
the Kulkarni, to the highest offices and predominate
even in the Councils. The other communities have
to submit to this Brahmin bureaucracy and their
tyranny is beyond description. The grievances of
the non-Brahmin communities do not reach the
British Officers and even when they go to them the
Brahmin subordinate is a past master in the art of
prejudicing his head against the complainant.
Under such a bureaucratic rule of the Brahmins, the
Marathas and other backward communities have
no chance to send their representatives to the en-
larged Councils. The non-Brahmins will have to vote

in favour of Brahmin candidates whose caste-men
know all the tricks of threatening, cajoling or induc-
ing them. There is no remedy except communal
representation, for a limited number of years at
least. The elections for the Councils, Municipal and
Local Boards are instances in point in which a
Maratha very rarely succeeds.

SECONDLY. The Congress agitation forced
Government to enlarge the Councils under Morley-
Minto-Scheme. The Con-
gress has up to this time
devoted its energies to
further the cause of the
Brahmin bureaucracy and
the British Government
has also unwittingly
played into their hands.
The Congress has closed
its eyes to the needs of,
and done nothing for, the
submerged classes, and
the aims of their leaders
are to strive to keep
down the masses to per-
petuate the bureaucratic
rule of their community.
Tilak’s organ, Kesari, is
condemning free and
compulsory primary edu-
cation and the Maharaja
of Darbhanga is opposing
tooth and nail in the
Council of Behar any
scheme of popular edu-
cation. This is one done
with no other object but
the preservation of the
despotism of their community. And if, Government
persists in refusing communal representation the
result will be to flood the Councils with the Brah-
mins, whose ideal leaders are the two worthies
who barefacedly oppose the interests of commu-
nities other than their own. This is sure to degrade
the position of the non-Brahmins more and more.
Communal representation is, therefore, necessary
to counteract all such tendencies.

THIRDLY. It might be urged that Govern-
ment will nominate members from the Maratha and
other backward communities if they do not suc-
ceed in the general election. But | think that this
expedient will not be very useful. Such a nomi-
nated member generally lacks the confidence
which a successful fight at the poll gives. He is,
moreover, most likely to play into the hands of
those the poll gives. He is, moreover, most likely to

(Contd. on next page)
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(Continue from page 1)
play into the hands of the powerful
priestly bureaucracy. He may not care
for the interests of a community
which does not elect him. Moreover,
the very fact that he is a Government
nominee takes away from him the
value of advocacy, however disinter-
ested it may be. The Brahmin bureau-
crats are in the habit of accusing
nominated members of being parti-
sans and slaves of Government and
thus try to lower such members in
the popular esteem. An election
through a limited communal elec-
torate will create confidence in the
Councillors who will be more and
more self-reliant. And this the Brah-
mins do not want and hence their op-
position to communal representation
is due to this fear.

FOURTHLY. | may quote an in-
stance to show how the Brahmin bu-
reaucracy kills self-respect. One Mr
Bagal, a Maratha LLB, was a Mamlat-

subordinates are to join with his ene-
mies and bring him into trouble.
FIFTHLY. The principle that
majorities have no need of separate
representation does not hold good in
a province where a selfish minority is
likely to get the power, which is sure
to be used to hold the majority in per-
petual vassalage. The Maratha com-
munity is numerically very strong in
the Central Division. But it is weak as
the number of men of independent
views is very small. It can of course
boast of a very small number of legal
practitioners. The few, that now prac-
tise, realise that the whole weight of
the Brahmin bureaucracy will be
thrown against them if they resist
and therefore young men are unwill
ing to begin practice at the bar. There
is not, nor will there be, in my lifetime
at least, a single Maratha pleader in
the whole of the Bombay Presidency.
This shows the necessity of some
special provision for the numerically

Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj and Lord Sydenham

ultimately to submit to Brahmin influ-
ences and sacrifice their loyalty.

I, for myself, have done my
best to free completely my subjects
from the tender mercies of the village
Kulkarni, Bhat (ritual priest) and Joshi
(hereditary village astrologer). The
services of the first are commuted
and are replaced by paid agency
mainly recruited from non-Brahmin
ranks who were specially trained for
the work in anticipation of the
change. By a proclamation the rayats
are informed that they need not em-
ploy the village priest or the as-
trologer who will have no claims
against them if they do not employ
him. Thus liberty of conscience is
given them. In the same way liberty
of action is also given to them by
abolishing the hereditary rights of the
village artisans whose inefficient
work was very dearly paid for, by a
portion of the produce. | have also
cancelled the rules that pressed very

b, .

Shahu and Ambedkar at the conference of the Dakshin Maharashtra

BahiskritVarg Parishad in Mangaon, Kolhapur, 1920

touchable classes to remain so, be-
cause a new mixed caste is seen
springing up as a result of illegitimate
connections between the two castes
of Brahmins and Marathas, as the
two castes are touchables. | tried to
bring Mr Gandale to court for making
such defamatory statements but no
one dare take up the prosecution.
This fear of the Brahmin bureaucracy
is not entertained by the merchants
or such other people alone but it
haunts even Princes. | crave your
Lordship’s indulgence for a little piece
of personal boasting. | am the only
Prince who is openly fighting against
the Brahmin bureaucracy although |
do realise their power. They do not
come forward themselves but they in-
stigate the subjects against their
Prince whose black side only the
Brahmin bureaucracy exposes.

The best way to break down
this citadel of Brahmin power is to
grant communal representation, not

dar here and that time he was very
enthusiastic in the cause of the
masses and was against the Brahmin
supremacy. But when he left service
and commenced to practise at the
courts, he found it expedient to
change his angle of vision in order to
curry favour with the Brahmin Judges
and Magistrates and now he is noted
Brahmanophil in public. He dare not
give expression to his real feelings.
Mr Latthe too, after commencing
practice at the bar, has become alto-
gether moderate in his attacks
against the Brahmins. He was a zeal-
ous advocate of non-Brahmins.Many
a time | have found to my mortifica-
tion and chagrin that orders against
the interests of the Brahmin bureau-
cracy are intercepted or were so wa-
tered in the passage that they
became useless. The reason was that
the Brahmins were in possession of
the records and they can quote prece-
dents to support Brahmin claims and
can suppress the precedents that will
go against them.Even high British of-
ficers and non-Brahmin States are
powerless against the Brahmin bu-
reaucracy. They dare not make any
move lest the Brahmin press will raise
a howl against them and they are
afraid of the higher officers whose
Brahmin assistants take precious care
to have them prejudiced against inno-
vation. This has come to such a pass
that the British officer or State who
dares to go against the Brahmins is
looked upon as foolish or imprudent;
for he forgets that he is standing on
a very slippery ground. His Brahmin

strong Maratha community to secure
an adequate representation of their
grievances.lt is difficult to realise the
tyranny to which the millions of
Marathas are subjected. In the vil-
lages, as Your Lordship knows, the
Kulkarni or the village accountant
reigns supreme and none dare raise
his voice against him. The village
priest and the astrologer and their
castemen are looked upon as Gods
and the villagers have to feed them
and pay them fees equally on joyful
and sorrowful occasions. The secular
and religious bondage is so very com-
plete that the Maratha can hardly
think for himself much less act for
himself. But for the inborn loyalty of
the Maratha, the wily Brahmin would
have made a tool of him in his reason-
able acts. It must be said to his credit
that although the Maratha was never
the recipient of any special favours at
the hands of Government, he has
ever remained loyal. To refuse com-
munal representation to such a com-
munity who have been profusely
shedding their blood on the fields of
battle in the three continents in the
cause of the empire is tantamount to
consigning these faithful people to
the tender mercies of their hitherto
oppressors. The Councils will be
flooded with Brahmins who will have
a dominating voice in the affairs of
the departments handed over to
them. All these departments will be
exploited to the advantage of the
favoured community and to the prej-
udice of the real supporters of Gov-
ernment. The non-Brahmins will have

heavily against the Mahars and
Mangs and Ramoshis who were de-
scribed as the criminal tribes. The re-
striction upon their movements
resulted in preventing them from tak-
ing to trade and forced some of their
members to take to dishonesty and
violence. By the way | may mention
that the Boarding Institute for the un-
touchable classes named after your
beloved lamented daughter is quite
flourishing. | am sending a photo of
the building from which Your Lordship
will see that its inmates do not de-
spise manual labour as they were apt
to do when they took to books.

Very few can realise the influ-
ence of the Brahmin bureaucracy as
your Lordship does. Being very strong
in every branch of the service, high or
low, it has its way and means to keep
other communities down, who have
to submit to their exactions and dare
not raise a protest even when flagrant
injustice is done to them. A merchant
of Kolhapur was cheated by a Brah-
min pleader. When asked to prose-
cute the latter, the former said that
he had no chance of success as the
judges were Brahmins, the Police
were Brahmins, the clerks were Brah-
mins and that instead of getting any
redress of injustice he would make
himself a marked man and that he
would have to bear the consequences
of Brahmin revenge. Even when |
asked him to prosecute the pleader
he begged to be excused and refused
to move in the matter. Similarly one
Mr Gandale, a Brahmin, preached in
public that it was good for the un-

only in the Councils but also in all
branches of the service, high or low.
Whenever a chance occurs, prefer-
ence should be given to qualified non-
Brahmins. It will not do to appoint a
few non-Brahmins in important
places. This remedy is worse than the
disease. Such an office is between
the anvil of his Brahmin staff and the
hammer of the similar staff of the
higher office. His staff forces him to
take measures even against the inter-
ests of the masses and the poor fel-
low has to bear the responsibility. The
remedy lies in granting proportionate
communal representation in the sub-
ordinate and clerical staff also. Re-
cruitment for the posts of the lowest
clerks should be made from non-Brah-
mins and for this purpose a list of el-
igible  candidates from  those
communities should be maintained,
and appointments made from among
them until the non-Brahmins get a
percentage of posts in proportion to
their numerical strength.

In the educational department
also the Brahmin bureaucracy comes
in. All the school-masters are Brah-
mins. The Brahmin bureaucracy here
is not like the priestly bureaucracy. In
priestly bureaucracy not only caste
but learning is also necessary. A
learned Brahmin becomes a priest. In
the Brahmin bureaucracy it is the
caste alone that is required. However
low, wicked, unhealthy, immoral a
man he may be, being a Brahmin, he
is supposed to be higher than a
Prince or a General or an Admiral or

(Contd. on next page)
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Akali Dal’s View on Agriculture Legislation defies its own Legacy

Alliance compulsions seem to have altered its mode of Politics

This year Akali Dal is completing hun-
dred years of its existence. It emerged
from the Sikh Gurdwaras liberation
movement against the British sup-
ported Mahants. It also fought
valiantly for the liberation of the
country from the British Raj. Even
after independence, when the Nehru
led Congress government did not
yield to its demand for language
based Punjabi Suba, it fought a long
battle. Even after the creation of the
present Punjab in 1966, it kept on
struggling, among others, for the de-
mand of the transfer of Capital city of
Chandigarh to Punjab, settlement of
water dispute as per the interpreta-
tion of riparian law and transfer of the
left-out Punjabi speaking areas to
Punjab. Since then major plank of
Akali politics has been regional inter-
ests of the state with major emphasis
on agrarian issues of the Jat Sikh
peasantry that vastly constitutes its
support base.

Almost at the time the pres-
ent Punjab was carved out, the gov-
ernment of India undertook a major
initiatives what called India’s Green
Revolution for making India self-suffi-
cient in food production. Given the
vast area of irrigated agriculture land
and its hard working farmers, Punjab
was the obvious choice for intensified
cultivation. In its special drive for de-
velopment of agriculture, from the
fourth plan onwards, the Central gov-
ernment allocated proportionally
higher amount of central funds to
Punjab. In terms of per capita plan
outlays, Punjab got more than
Haryana, Maharashtra, West Bengal
and Bihar. However, on industrial
front, barring some agro-processing
industry, the state did not get ade-
quate share of public sector industry.
On this count, the Akali Dal contin-
ued to register its protest against cen-
tral government. It remained equally

vocal in raising the issues of farmers
of Punjab. It hardly missed any oppor-
tunity to raise voice against non-re-
munerative prices of agricultural
produce. A stage was reached where
grievances of Akali Dal got coalesced
and it blamed the Centre fir discrimi-
nation against Punjab, casting asper-
sions on the Congress, as it was in
power in at the Centre - New Delhi -
during that period.

For the first time Akali Dal is
leaning towards market oriented agri-
culture policy. It is working against its
own legacy of demanding state sup-
port for the agriculture sector. On the
issue of Centre’s ordinances amend-
ing key legislation relating to agricul-
ture it has gone totally with the
Centre. It has endorsed Modi Govern-
ment’s move to amend Agricultural
Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) and the Essential Commodi-
ties Act with twin objectives of allow-
ing farmers to sell produce anywhere
in the country and introducing con-
tract farming whereby buyers can
offer assured price to the framers at
sowing time. Ignoring the advice of
prominent agriculturalist economists,
who argued that the move was inim-
ical to the interests of small and mar-
ginal farmers, who are in vast
majority and who are backbone of
the party, the Akali Dal Badal has
gone with market ethos. The cardinal
issue here is that agriculture as we all
know is on the state list and there-
fore, Central government’s move to
legislate on a subject in the sate list
could not be taken kindly by a re-
gional party like Akali Dal. In the pe-
riod before the onset of militancy and
after militancy came to end, Akali Dal
remained steadfast in demanding the
creation of a truly federal structure in
the country, giving more autonomy to
the states. This time Akali Dal Badal
has let it go even as at declaratory

level it still remains committed to fed-
eral structure.

It is baffling to find Akali Dal
reducing the debate to the issue of
Minimum Support Price (MSP) and in
the process assuring that it will be
continued. To entertain the view that
MSP will be continued, while already
there are moves to the contrary, is
problematic. Widely discussed Shanta
Kumar Committee, way back in 2015,
gave a clear cut verdict against pro-
curement by Central government,
even as procurement was mere 6 %
of the total. With rice and wheat
stocks of India overflowing no one
can be sure whether MSP will be con-
tinued in the long run.

There are 22 crops covered
under MSP while only few are pur-
chased that also in selected areas. It
is a common knowledge that govern-
ment agencies not making purchases,
the prices which farmers are offered
by the private buyers, invariably are
considerably less than MSP. Even as
MSP has been fixed and Central
agencies are there to make pur-
chases, the prices of farmers ‘crops
are continuously rigged by private
players with connivance of govern-
ment officials.

Before reposing faith in mar-
ket one should take due note of cur-
rent practices where prices are
continuously rigged despite govern-
ment being in the field to protect
farmers interests. Leaving farmers to
the market forces will be catastrophic
because farmers just cannot retain
stock to avail favorable market condi-
tions. Their economic conditions
force them to ‘throw’ the produce
when ready, whatever the price.

In fact the Akali Dal Badal has
undergone a tremendous change in
the recent years. In the aftermath of
militancy discarding identity issue, it
adopted moderate template of poli-

tics and
contested
1996 Lok
Sabha and
1997 As-
sembly
elections in |,
this mode, [
stitching a
pre-poll al-
liance with
BJP. It in-
augurated
an era of
consocia-
tional poli-
tics to which it remains committed
since then. The Akali Dal-BJP com-
bine was voted to power consecu-
tively in 2007 and 2012. Never
before, Akali Dal registered succes-
sive electoral victories. Its loss in
2017 assembly elections and poor
performance in 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, notwithstanding, paradigm of
moderate politics still navigates
Akali politics.

The current political outlook
of the party is largely guided by the
consideration of preserving Akali- BJP
alliance at any cost. The BJP is well
entrenched at the national level, with
no indication of any alternative
emerging in near future. Therefore,
Akali Dal does not want to disturb the
equation, as its urge to remain politi-
cally relevant does not allow it opt
out, to pursue its core agenda away
from its alliance partner BJP. Inter-
estingly it is happening when Punjab
Congress, under the stewardship of
Minister Amarinder Singh has largely
been transformed to a regional outfit,
out to usurp regional agenda which
traditionally remained the domain of
Akalis. It remains to be seen how
moderated Akali Dal approaches next
assembly elections in Punjab, to face
regionalized Congress.

Dr. Kuldip Singh

Professor (Retired) of Political Science
Guru Nanak Dev University

(Continue fron page 2)
any learned man of another caste.
The Brahmin bureaucracy for ages
past had ordered that no non-Brahmin
should be taught anything, even the
three ‘R’s’ [reading, writing, arith-
metic]. The consequence is almost all
the colleges and high schools are for
Brahmins though they are cosmopol-
itan. There are all Brahmins in them.
Untouchables are not allowed to
come in their precincts. Some other
castes are allowed but their percent-
age is 1 to 100. Again | say there
should be communal representation
in service as there must be in coun-
cils at least for another 20 years. If
no step is taken in that direction it
will not be correct to say that the
Princes rule India or | may even say
that the British ruled India but on the
contrary it will be right to say that
Brahmins rule India. Commmunal repre-
sentation is the only remedy.lf com-
munal representation is not granted
to the non-Brahmin communities in
Maharashtra, all this trouble of Politi-

cal Reform will end in strengthening
the Brahmin bureaucracy at the ex-
pense of the really loyal and faithful
subjects of the Government.

The Shankaracharya of Kolha-
pur (Dr Kurtkoti) is a learned man, but
| must say that at heart he is a Brah-
min of Brahmins. The other day he
presided at a meeting held to support
the Durbar in their action of doing
away with Kulkarni and the president
refused to communicate to me the
resolution passed at the meeting to
request the Durbar to investigate the
conduct of the Kulkarnis and to give
relief to a certain extent to the people
who had to suffer at their hands. He
has now openly joined the extremist
Congress. As a religious head he
ought not to dabble in politics; but a
Brahmin is very rapacious and wants
to be supreme everywhere.Even such
an educated person like Mr Rajwade,
who poses to be a great historian, is
partial to his own caste and so envi-
ous towards other castes, that he has
published some false and defamatory

matter about the Chandraseni-
aKayastha Prabhu caste and the Mo-
hamedans. Of course they are going
to take steps against Mr Rajwade but
| only refer to the incident in order to
show you the Brahmin character.l
should have very much liked to speak
and discuss these matters personally
with Your Lordship, but my only
chance to do so seems to be if | am
sent up by Government like the Ma-
haraja of Patiala.

This letter has become very
lengthy and | must now close, not,
however, without making apologies to
Your Lordship for its unusual length,
for which my only excuse is the grav-
ity and urgency of the situation and
the momentous issue involved.

May | request Your Lordship
kindly to convey my respectful re-
membrances to Lady Sydenham, and
with warm regards.

Believe me,
Yours Sincerely,
[Signed]

PS: | hear that Sir John Hewett is
coming over here in India. May | re-
quest Your Lordship kindly to send to
me a note of introduction to him?

| herewith enclose a few
copies of my letter so that you may
please give one to Sir John Hewett
and Sir Valentine Chirol and, if you
think it unobjectionable, to Mr Mon-
tagu, with a request to all in my be-
half to treat this as confidential as |
do not want my name to come
forward.
Your sincerely,

Forward Press also publishes books
on Bahujan issues. Forward Press
Books sheds light on the widespread
problems as well as the finer aspects
of Bahujan (Dalit, OBC, Adivasi, No-
madic, Pasmanda) society, culture, Iit-
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list of FP Books’ titles and to order.
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Shahu: A Crucial Link between Phule and Ambedkar
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In his short reign of 28 years, Shahu succeeded in introducing radical social and legal reforms that had far-reaching consequences

for the marginalized and the dispossessed. In the process, he also took the mantle from Phule and passed it on to Ambedkar

LALITHA DHARA

Who and what were the influences
on Shahu? What were the ground re-
alities when he came to power? What
was the driving force behind his re-
forms? What were his historic limita-
tions? A modest attempt is made to
understand Shahu, the revolutionary
ruler of Kolhapur.

Shahu was formally adopted
and declared the heir to the Kolhapur
throne in 1884 when he was barely
10. His coronation was held in 1894

Brahmins were in a dominant position
economically, socially and culturally.
They alone were in a position to ac-
cess and take advantage of the mod-
ern, Western educational system and
administrative mechanism that the
British government was gradually in-
troducing all over the region. They
had a stranglehold over the adminis-
tration, education and professions
and tended to exclude everyone else.
They cleverly and selfishly tried to
project society as a binary — high-
caste Brahmins and low-caste
Shudras. There was a rarefied at-
mosphere at the top of the caste
pyramid as more and more sec-
tions were being pushed down.
This included the royalty, which
was below the Brahmins in the hi-
erarchy.

When Shahu ascended the
Kolhapur throne in 1894, this
was what he encountered in his
own state — so much so that he
perceived the monopoly of the
Brahmins in his administration as
a more immediate threat to his
survival than the overarching rule
of the British. The influence and
activities of the Satyashodhak-
Samaj, founded and led by Ma-

and declared a full-scale war on the
Brahmins’ caste arrogance. This
seemed to be the starting point of a
journey that led to far-reaching socio-
legal reforms meant to unseat the
Brahmins from their traditional power
base and elevate those from the
Backward Classes to those positions.

Soon after this incident and
the conflict that followed, he an-
nounced his revolutionary manifesto
of 50 per cent reservation for the De-
pressed Classes in government jobs.
He quickly progressed from a per-
sonal sense of outrage to a gen-
eral sensitivity and awareness of
the sufferings of those on the
wrong side of the caste divide.
He didn’t stop at mere aware-
ness; he put his ideas into prac-
tice by enacting the most radical
laws to topple the hierarchical
caste structure and dislodge the
Brahmins from their high perch.
This is how he made history and
carved a unique place for himself.

Phule: Convergence and Diver-
gence

Of course, one could
clearly see the stamp of Phule in
all that he rose — and chose - to
do. Phule had critiqued the brah-

h atma
Phule and
Savitribai
Phule dur-
ing their
lifetime,
was on the
wane. There

at the age of 20. Between his adop-
tion and coronation, he was privately
tutored by a kind, just and liberal-
minded Englishman, Stuart Fraser. In
addition to politics, economics, sci-
ence and the languages, one of the
texts that Shahu was made to study
was the book Letters to an Indian
Raja by Mama Parmanand, a friend
and confidant of Mahatma Phule. The
letters contained in this book, among
other things, refer to Shivaji as a
leader of the peasants and Akbar as
a just ruler. It is believed that this text
made a deep impact on the young
Shahu. He was also taken on three
very extensive tours covering the
whole of India. A tour of his own
princely state was also arranged for
the future ruler, exposing him to the
ground realities. During these trips he
interacted closely with peasants,
shepherds and such other common
folk. Being sensitive and compassion-
ate by nature, he was deeply affected
by the stark poverty, caste oppression
and exploitation that Indians, in gen-
eral, and his subjects, in particular,
had to endure. These tours provided
him with a first-hand experience of
deprivation and broadened his hori-
zons.

In 19th-century Maharashtra,

was no
grassroots non-
Brahmin move-

ment to
challenge the
domination of
the Brahmin
class. The
Chhatrapati’s
royal powers

too were limited
rather than ab-
solute, as he
was a vassal
prince under the
ever-watchful

A

Shahu, around the time of his coronation (1894)

manical, pa-
triarchal
caste sys-
tem that
subjected
women,
Shudras,
Ati-Shudras

were severely curtailed. In fact, to-
wards the end of his reign, Shahu,
with his radical stance and practice,
had managed to antagonize his polit-
ical opponents — the Brahmin class —
to such an extent that they began to
spread canards about him. He had to
rally behind the foreign rulers to
counter this attack. This included de-
nial of any links with the Satyashod-
hakSamaj and gravitation towards the
Arya Samaj. The latter, which re-
jected caste distinctions but main-

Sir Stuart Mitford Fraser (1920)

to perpetual
slavery and ig-
norance. Phule
had issued a call
to these very
sections to op-
pose the machi-
nations of the
Brahmin
shetji\bhatji -
priest, feudal
lord, money-
lender — deadly
combine. To that
end, education
of the sup-

eye and control of the British rulers.
He could not afford to antagonize the
latter as the threat of annexation was
like a sword dangling over him and his
state. His scope for manoeuvre was
thus restricted.

Very early in his royal career
Shahu got into a major scuffle with
the Brahmin class in what came to be
known as the Vedokta controversy. In
the year 1889, once while he was
having a bath, Shahu discovered that
the palace Brahmin priest who was
supposed to perform the complete
Vedic rites in honour of the king was
actually short-changing him by per-
forming the Puranokta rites, meant
for the Shudras. Shahu was enraged

pressed masses was the first step.
He fostered the hope that the brah-
manical caste structure could be dis-
mantled through education of and
united action by the oppressed.Shahu
furthered Phule’s educational agenda,
universalized primary education, and
tried to eradicate untouchability, lib-
erate his people from Brahmin priests
and break the back of the Brahmin
bureaucracy but he couldn’t go the
whole hog despite having the advan-
tage of royalty. His royalty was in any
case under the control of the British.
With the latter keeping an eye on him
like hawks and with a hostile admin-
istration, comprised mainly of Brah-
mins, cramping his style, his options

tained the sanctity of the Vedas, was
more acceptable to the British than
the anti-establishment outfit,
SatyashodhakSamaj.

Unlike Shahu, who was quite
high up on the caste ladder, Phule
was of peasant stock and a Shudra to
boot. There was no way Shahu could
have matched the radicalism of Phule.
While the latter would settle for noth-
ing less than a complete destruction
of the brahmanical caste system and
priestly mediation, Shahu was con-
tent to replace Brahmin priests with
priests from other communities. His
royalty also coloured his vision, cir-
cumscribing his project. He seemed
to reject Brahmanism and yet aspired
to it, not just for himself.Despite
these limitations, the measures he un-
dertook to blunt caste distinctions,
erase untouchability, educate the
masses took on a momentum which
even he could not have foreseen. He
had managed to awaken the down-
trodden folk and raise their aspiration
to being part of an egalitarian society.
He wholeheartedly supported the lat-
ter even while he sought to protect
his own class interests. Fortunately,
the two processes were complemen-
tary. In the end, the social forces he

(Contd, on next page)
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(Continue from page 4))
had unleashed went beyond him and
his princely state.
Ambedkar: Shahuji’s Legacy and Be-

yond

Shahu was an ardent admirer
of Dr Ambedkar and a staunch sup-
porter of his leadership of the De-
pressed Classes. Ambedkar, in turn,
revered him and considered him to be
the benefactor of the masses and a
champion of their causes. Babasaheb
was quite impressed by Shahu’s pol-
icy and practice of positive discrimi-
nation. When Ambedkar became Law
Minister post Independence, he fur-
thered Shahu’s socio-legal reforms
like Backward Class reservations,
codification of Hindu Law by making
them applicable to the whole of India.
However, there was a crucial differ-
ence between the two. While Shahu
was a king, Ambedkar was an “Un-
touchable” with all that the term im-

their egalitarian approach. All three
had experienced humiliation at the
hands of Brahmins and were rational
enough to relate their personal
trauma to the larger structure of
caste oppression. All three tran-
scended their personal experience to
generalize and acted upon that gen-
eralization. All three believed that ed-
ucation of the depressed classes was
the key to their liberation. They ex-
pressed the same sentiment in differ-
ent words. For Phule, education
would open the doors to “Tritiya
Ratna”, an inner perception, which
would help people understand and
fight their exploitation. Shahu encour-
aged his people “to learn, to unite
and to fight for their rights”. Ambed-
kar urged people to “educate, agitate,
organize” to reclaim the human per-
sonality.
Shahuji’s Legacy of Laws and Re-
forms

gle that grew to make a permanent
mark in the social ethos of Maha-
rashtra.

Among his contributions,
three pieces of legislation stand out
as pioneering work, without prece-
dence or parallel. One, the 50 per
cent reservation for Backward
Classes; two, the universalization of
primary education; and three, the
prevention of cruelty to women — all
of which have found an echo now,
post-independence, in the form of
reservations, the Right to Education
Act and the Prevention of Domestic
Violence, Act, respectively, after
much dithering and lobbying.

Phule, Shahu, Ambedkar: Gender
Revolutionaries

On the gender question,
too, there was much that the three
social revolutionaries shared and
contributed.

Phule, Shahu and Ambedkar
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plied. It is hardly surprising that
Ambedkar was a lot more stubborn
when it came to his agenda of anni-
hilation of caste.

Ambedkar’s analysis and un-
derstanding of caste was unique and

Notwithstanding their com-
monalities, all three viewed the world
from different rungs of the caste lad-
der. Among the three, Shahu’s situa-
tion was qualitatively different. By
virtue of being a king, he was

had, intuitively and otherwise, real-
ized that there existed an unholy
nexus between the institution of
caste and patriarchy — that the two
were intricately and intrinsically re-
lated, that they upheld and reinforced

system and domestic violence, and le-
galized inter-caste and inter-religious
marriages and widow remarriage. He
was equally sensitive about the sub-
tle ways in which sexism operates.
He issued orders
against verbal abuse
of women, especially
during the Holi festi-
val drunken revelry.
He granted “adult”
status to women
above 18 vyears of
age, the same as for
men. Ambedkar
granted women Con-
stitutional guarantees
of equality, argued for
women’s control over
reproduction and en-
sured paid maternity
leave for women
workers. Ambedkar
had correctly under-
stood and appreci-
ated women’s
contribution to social
production and repro-
duction. He also tried
his level best to ob-
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Shahu seated among spectators at a wrestling match

perched fairly high on the caste lad-
der. What started as a prestige issue
for Shahu in the Vedokta controversy

original. Ambedkar saw it as a graded
hierarchy in which castes are
arranged according to an ascending

scale of reverence and a descending
scale of contempt with no scope or
hope of the different oppressed
castes coming together to fight the
system. He fundamentally differed
from Phule in this respect, as the lat-
ter believed that Stri, Shudra and Ati-
Shudra could all come together to
unitedly fight Brahmanism. Having no
hope that this would ever happen,
Ambedkar chose to leave hierarchical
Hinduism and embrace egalitarian
Buddhism, taking his followers
with him.

Phule, Shahu and Ambedkar
had many things in common person-
ally. All three were English-educated
and influenced by Western, liberal
thinkers. Phule was deeply influenced
by Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man.
Ambedkar was an ardent follower of
John Dewey, a leading intellectual,
humanist and one of his professors at
Columbia University. Shahu loved and
respected his guru, Fraser. He also
admired the American missionaries,
particularly Dr Wanless and Dr Vail,
and their humanitarian work among
the downtrodden masses, as also

turned into a war against Brahman-
ism, which, to his eternal credit,
spread to embrace all those below
him in the caste rung, to form a truly
inclusive society. He did this in his
own unique style, by intervening at
both ends of the caste spectrum,
namely by reducing the dominance of
the Brahmins within the government
and simultaneously providing more
and more opportunities to the Back-
ward Classes to educate themselves
and rise through the ranks of the
state hierarchy. His strategy for the
non-Brahmin upper castes — along
with Jains, Muslims and Christians —
was less direct. He encouraged these
castes to develop themselves fully
under their own trusted caste leaders.
He encouraged different caste hos-
tels. He went out of his way to blunt
caste differences by encouraging
inter-caste dining, marriage, etc. In
the process, he carved a special place
for himself in the social history of Ma-
harashtra and won the title of Ra-
jarshi and “The pillar of social
democracy”. He also provided that
crucial link in the non-Brahmin strug-
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one another and that it was difficult
to say where one ended and the other
began. They also observed that brah-
manical, patriarchal caste order
sought to keep women and “low
castes” in a perpetual state of slavery
and subordination in order to repro-
duce itself. So they addressed these
very sections. Phule famously called
for the unity of Stri, Shudra and Ati-
Shudra to overthrow this oppressive
order. According to him, they had
nothing to lose but their chains! All
three reformers tried their utmost to
provide relief to these sections and to
improve their status within the sys-
tem while they were simultaneously
engaged in its overthrow.

Thus while the Phules opened
schools for women, started a wid-
ows’ home, arranged for widow re-
marriages, Shahu made and enforced
powerful laws against the devadasi

tain for them their in-
heritance rights.

Shahu was a
crucial link between
Phule and Ambedkar,
the two doyens of the non-Brahmin,
women’s emancipation movement
that swept through 19th\early 20th-
century Maharashtra. He took the
mantle from the one and passed it on
to the other. Herein lay his historic,
revolutionary and gender-sensitive
contribution.

* ¥ ¥
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Shahu ji Maharaj: The Saviour King of the Backwards and Dalits

[Ambedkar Times: Reproducing from FORWARD Press (Email: info@forwardmagazine.in) with thanks & due acknowledgements]
About 115 years ago, Shahu ji Maharaj introduced 50 per cent reservation for the first time ever in India. He belonged to the Kunbi caste

(a backward caste). He took several steps to break the back of brahmanism. Remembering him on his death anniversary is Dr Siddharth

Shahuiji’s bust installed at his palace in
Kolhapur (FP on the Road 2017)

monopolized most of the posi-
tions in the administrative set-
up of Kolhapur. Brahmins
occupied 60 of the 71 senior
administrations positions.
There were only ten non-Brah-
mins among the 500 clerks.
Following the implementation
of Shahuiji’s reservation policy,
only 35 Brahmins were left
among the 95 administrative
| officers in 1912.
Shahuji was in complete
agreement with what Phule
wrote in his Gulamgiri:
“Without education,
wisdom was lost,
without wisdom, morals
were lost,
without morals, development
was lost,
without development,
wealth was lost,
without wealth,
the Shudras were ruined,
so much has happened

SIDDHARTH

In the brahmanical tradition, “Ramra-
jya” is the ideal kingdom and Ram is
the greatest ruler ever born. But sub-
jects of the Ramrajya had to follow
the varna system. In other words, the
Shudras and the Ati-Shudras had to
serve the dwijs, and women were had
to be subservient to men. Violation of
the tenets of the varna system invited
death and the king, Ram, himself ex-
ecuted the sentence. In contrast, the
Bahujan-Sraman tradition witnessed
many kings who upheld justice and
worked for public welfare in every
sense. They devoted their lives to the
arduous task of dismantling the varna
and the caste system, and the elabo-
rate structure of discrimination based
on it. Shahuji Maharaj was one of
them. He concretized the dreams of
Jotirao and Savitribai Phule.Shahuji
was anointed the king of Kolhapur on
2 July 1894. Soon, he was loosening
the stranglehold of Brahmins on the
administration and society. On 26
July 1902, he took a path-breaking
step — something no one had even
imagined. Amid stiff opposition from
the Brahmins, he implemented 50 per
cent reservations for Dalits and the
Backwards in educational institutions
and in government jobs in his state.
This was the first instance of caste-
based reservation in modern India.
That is why Shahuji Maharaj is often
described as the father of modern-
day reservations. Later, Dr Ambedkar
incorporated the pioneering initiative
of Shahuji Maharaj in the Indian Con-
stitution. The Constitution mandated
reservations for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, but the deci-
sion on OBC castes was kept open.
The OBCs got reservations on 16 No-
vember 1992, about 45 years after
Independence and 90 vyears after
Shahuji made the provision for his
subjects.

In 1894, when Shahuji took
over as ruler, Chitpavan Brahmins had

through

lack of education.”

Shahuji Maharaj took upon himself
the task of combating ignorance and
lack of education among Dalits and
the backward castes. By as early as
1912, he had made primary educa-
tion compulsory and by 25 July

of us are aware that Shahuji
Maharaj also passed a Hindu
Code Bill on 11 November
1920, ending the stipulation
that Hindu succession laws
would be governed by the Mi- |
takshara School of Law. Mi-
takshara is Vijnaneswara’s
commentary on Yajnavalkya
Smriti and broadly rules that
women cannot inherit the
property of their families. It
imposes several conditions
and restrictions. Shahuji also
brought to a close the tradi-
tion of assigning villages to
Brahmin priests, Shahuji took
a series of steps to ensure
that the Untouchables (Dalits)
were treated on a par with
others and to improve their liv-
ing conditions. Until 1919, no
Untouchable could get treat-
ment in a hospital. In 1919,
Shahuji issued a declaration
that any Untouchable could

A young Shahuji Maharaj

visit a hospital and get treat-
ment. In the same year, he issued an-
other order outlawing discrimination
in primary and high schools and in
colleges against students on the
basis of caste. Besides ensuring that
Dalits got a foothold in government
service, he also issued an order that

1917, he said Dalit
had made govern-
it free. He ment em-
was the ployees
first Indian should be
ruler to do treated
so. Like 4 with dig-
the Phule [ nity and
couple, he | respect,
laid great and that
stress on govern-
women'’s | ment of-
education. [ f ices
He opened | should be
schools in free of the
all vil- practice
lages, Shahuji’s statue outside his palace in Kolhapur, untoucha-
each to Maharashtra (Photo: FP on the Road 2017) bility.
serve a “The offi-
population of at least 500 and up to cers who are unwilling to follow this
1,000. In 1920, he established a free order should resign within six

hostel named Prince Shivaji Maratha
Free Boarding House.

We all know that the brah-
manical Peshwa rule had led to Brah-
min dominance in every field of life —
religious, political, economic and so-
cial — in Maharashtra. They were in
control of almost everything. With the
provisions of 50 per cent reservation
and free and compulsory education,
Shahuji aimed at ending that domi-
nance. He also decided to dismantle
the brahmanical supremacy on reli-
gion. On 9 July 1917, he issued a
declaration that the income and the
assets of religious institutions in Kol-
hapur belonged to the government.
He also ordered that Marathas (a
backward caste) be appointed priests
in temples. In 1920, he established a
school to train priests in conducting
religious rituals. We all know about Dr
Ambedkar’s Hindu Code Bill, but few

months,” the order said.

He outlawed two obnoxious
traditions, thus bringing about a sea
change in the position of Dalits in so-
ciety. First, in 1917, he abrogated the
archaic Balutdari system, under
which an Untouchable was given a
small piece of land and in return, he
and his family had to render all kinds
of services to the entire village with-
out any compensation. Second, in
1918, he promulgated a law putting
an end to the oppressive Vatandari
system and introduced land reforms
to enable Mahars to become owners
of land. This ended the economic
slavery of Mahars to a great extent.
The pro-Dalit Kolhapur ruler, with ob-
vious pride, told a vast assemblage of
Dalits in Manmad in 1920: “I believe
you have got an emancipator in Dr
Ambedkar. | hope that he will break
your chains of slavery.” He not only

showered praises on Ambedkar but
also helped him complete his educa-
tion abroad and make politics a
weapon for the emancipation of Dal-
its. Shahuji’s efforts to secure equal-
ity and justice for the Backwards,
Dalits and women earned him the ire
of the Chitpavan Brahmins of Maha-
rashtra. Numerous efforts were made
to humiliate and run him down.Ordi-
nary Brahmins hating Shahuji can be
understood. After all, he had ended
their dominance in society. But what
was painful was that people like Bal-
gangadhar Tilak and Sripad Amrit
Dange, a founding member of the
Communist Party of India, also
brimmed with anger and hatred to-
wards him. Tilak fought a running
battle with him.

Born into a Kunbi (Kurmi in
North India) family on 26 June 1874,
Shahuji Maharaj became the ruler of
Kolhapur when he was just 20 and
ruled the state for 28 years. He was
the grandson of Chhatrapati Shivaji
and the son of AapasahebGhatgeKa-
galkar. Yashwant Rao - as he was
called in his childhood - lost his
mother when he was just three years
of age. Anandibai, the queen of Kol-
hapur, adopted him on 17 March
1884, and the title of Chhatrapati
was conferred on him. In June 1902,
the Cambridge University conferred
on him an honorary doctorate of law.
He was the first Indian to receive the
honour. He was honoured with the
title of Rajashri at the 13th national
convention of the Akhil
BharatiyaKurmi Mahasabha held in
Kanpur from 19-21 April 1919. He
was also a recipient of the titles of
GCSI, GCVO and MRES.

This great emancipator of the
Backwards and Dalits breathed his
last on 6 May 1922, aged 48. But
the lamp which he had lit, inspired by
Phule, is illuminating our lives
even now.

Translated by AmrishHerdenia
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Valedictory address delivered by Shri Jagjivan Ram, Union Minister for Food,
Agriculture, Community Development & Cooperation, at the

Fifth Indian Cooperative Congress on Monday, the 4th December,

Shri Brahm Perkash and friends:

| deem it a privilege to be pres-
ent amidst you this afternoon after a
long duration, to say a few words. | am
not speaking here as a Minister incharge
of the Department of Cooperation, but as
one who wants to be very much inter-
ested in the Cooperative Movement and
as one who understands that the idea of
Cooperation is a concept for giving real
life to the society.

The success or failure of the Co-
operative Movement should not be
judged in terms of monetary losses or
gains but by the extent to which the
spirit of Cooperation is imbibed not only
among the members of cooperative soci-
eties but also in the society as a whole.

| would call a cooperative ven-
ture a success even if it incurs monetary
losses provided the spirit of Cooperation
is present. | shall deem a cooperative
venture a failure even if there is a size-
able monetary profit if the spirit of Coop-
eration is lacking.

Long before the laws relating to
cooperatives were enacted or the govern-
ment thought of promoting Cooperative
Movement the spirit of Cooperation ex-
isted in Indian society in the fields of
agriculture and in industry. Small cultiva-
tors having 2-3 acres of land to whom it
was not profitable to maintain a pair of
bullocks set up a cooperative. Each one
of them maintained one bullock and they
alternatively used to work with two bul-
locks in the field of each other. Hundreds
of examples can be quoted to illustrate
the zeal of the artisans in cooperative ef-
fort though no law had been enacted for
setting up cooperatives. There was a
time when the spirit of Cooperation ex-
isted and the whole village was function-
ing like a cooperative. This social
consciousness existed not because there
was legislation but because the spirit of
Cooperation permeated the whole village
and the society. Our ultimate objective is
the establishment of a society based on
cooperative endeavour and spirit. If the
cooperatives have to achieve that objec-
tive, you will have to set your goal at a
high level - a noble goal - to be achieved
in course of time.

When we talk of Cooperative
Movement, we should not think only in
terms of the cooperative Acts that were
enacted. It has had a chequered career
in different parts of the country and the
growth has been rather unusual not
speaking in terms of the coverage as
from the point of view of achieving the
objective. The whole idea of the Cooper-
ative Movement is to pool limited re-
sources to undertake production or
distribution with a view to eliminate
some of the malpractices that grow in a
capitalist society. The success or failure
of the Cooperative Movement has to be
judged in that context also. What is the
difference between a cooperative sector
and a corporate sector? We have to bear
in mind that the success or failures
should not only be judged by those who
are in the Movement but also by those
who are outside. What is the difference
between an enterprise or productive ac-
tivity undertaken in the corporate and in
the cooperative sector? How do they dif-
fer in regard to the consumers, the pro-
ducers and the employees who work in
them? We find that if the exploitation of
the employees working in an undertaking
run by a cooperative society is of the

same degree as that of the employees of
a company run by the corporate sector, |
should imagine the purpose of the Coop-
erative Movement has not been served.
If the consumers of a particular commod-
ity produced by cooperative has the
same complaint as the one who con-
sumes the same commodity produced by
corporate sector, then | should imagine
the performance of cooperatives has not
been good. There is no doubt that a
small group of people who combine to-
gether in the form of a cooperative soci-
ety gain certain advantages. But, there
are some fundamental values which | re-
gard necessary for them to fulfil if it
should be a successful cooperative.

| personally feel that the cooper-
ative sector should expand cooperatives

ative sector. | shall be glad to encourage
them.

Ever since | took over the Min-
istry of Food and Agriculture, | have been
trying to make available more credit to
agriculture. | have been emphasising that
commercial banks should have a greater
base in the field of agriculture. | under-
stand that | have succeeded in changing
the outlook of the commercial banks. Be-
cause if we have to make available more
credit to agriculture, commercial banks
will have to come into the picture. In the
course of time we can get more and
more credit from the commercial banks.
Now, | feel fully satisfied that it will be
possible to divert 10 per cent of the total
deposits of the commercial banks to-
wards agriculture and a major portion of
that will pass through the co-

-

and its labours should be to cover the en-
tire distribution system to serve a major-
ity of the population in the country. All
the restrictive practices, whether they
are due to vested interest, or monopo-
lists or due to conventional, factors will
have to be removed. Leaving aside a
small number of cases which bring dis-
repute to the whole Movement, | am
quite conscious of the efforts and high
level of understanding shown by the
leaders of the Cooperative Movement in
the country. | am standing before admin-
istrators of cooperative societies and it
should be their labour to find out where
the weaknesses are and to remove those.
We should not wait for orders from above
to point out the weaknesses. There
should be a self-search. When we are
running an undertaking on cooperative
basis, the workers in that undertaking
must be made partners in that undertak-
ing and not treated as employees work-
ing in companies. Many countries had to
enact legislations to give an effective
voice to the employees running an under-
taking even in the corporate sector.
Apart from what | have said
above, | feel there are many fields where
the cooperatives stand successfully.
They have done some good work in the
field of agriculture and are helping the
peasant. But, they will have to maintain
a high standard. Even in the industrial
sector where they have done good work,
we feel that much more has to be done
to make them really cooperative. Then,
there are a large number of industries
which have to be brought in the cooper-

operative sector. This will pro-
vide greater opportunities for
the Cooperative Movement to
expand their activities not
only on traditional lines but
also on other lines. Therefore,
it is all the more necessary
that the Cooperative Move-
ment should be based on a
sound footing.

Complaints have been
heard that some of the coop-
eratives have become closed
compartments. It is primarily
your concern to see how far
and in what manner the situ-
ation is to be remedied. We
should not lose the opportu-
nity. | would like the Coopera-
tive Movement to stand on its
own feet and take some
measures keeping everyone's
interest in view.

For that purpose, we
have to recruit a large number
of skilled technical personnel.
Today, we are short of them. Rational
arrangements for recruitment of staff will
have to be made by yourself. There
should be wider scope for selection and
recruitment of the technical staff. In cer-
tain States, it can be on the lines of All
India Services. You have to make recom-
mendations yourself and you have to
take actions and decisions yourself. It is
the question of implementing the recom-
mendations by the Cooperatives. When
this is done, | am sure you will succeed.

Another important aspect which
is creating difficulties for us is the reali-
sation of advances. Realisation of the in-
stalments should be done vyourself.
Instalments are long overdue in a number
of cases. | found that those who have
limited resources are more prompt in re-
payments than those who have better re-
sources. Leaders of the Cooperative
Movement have to find a solution to this
problem. Some of these instances have
come to my notice as Minister incharge
of Agriculture and Food and it causes me
great concern.

There is demand for fertilizers. |
noticed that fertilizers are lying in the
ports, because the cooperative societies
are not in a position to lift them. | am
concerned because my whole pro-
gramme of agriculture suffers.

Another difficulty is that the
credit given to the farmers is not availed
because they have been defaulters in
payment of earlier instalments. At this
stage, it becomes very difficult for me to
find other farmers who can take this
loan. By this, the national interest suf-

1967

fers. | am telling
these things to
you to illustrate
how the per-
formance of co-
operative
societies ulti-
mately affects
the national in-
terest in the
matter of agri-
culture.

It be-
comes  neces-
sary at times to
emphasise that agricultural production
should in no case be allowed to suffer. |
would further like to stress that the entire
distribution work should be assigned to
cooperative societies. While saying this,
| know that there are some malpractices
prevalent in these agencies. | would
rather say that these malpractices have
'crept’ into societies in some local areas.
We must develop some supervisory ma-
chinery at the State level, so that all
these malpractices could be eliminated.
If they are there, even in a small measure,
the whole atmosphere gets vitiated.

A word about the Food Corpora-
tion, or inter-State trade. There are, as
you know, certain restrictions on move-
ment of cereals and foodgrains. In some
cases, the restrictions are on Govern-
ment to Government basis. There are cer-
tain commodities on which there is no
restriction or it exists in a very small
measure. The cooperatives can meet it.

So far as procurement is con-
cerned, the cooperative marketing soci-
eties are working very effectively. | feel
that the Food Corporation should func-
tion in close coordination and in collabo-
ration with the cooperative institutions.

| am aware that the cooperative
societies are not able to function as ef-
fectively as desirable not only due to lack
of finance but also due to lack of trained
personnel. In retail distribution, the coop-
erative societies will be able to play a
very important part in a large number of
villages and other places. We should
have such types of organisations as
could function in a competitive way.

Another thing that comes to my
mind is the cost consciousness. It is
human nature that when one has any
stake in a particular thing, the cost con-
sciousness comes in automatically - be
it the national sector, or the cooperative
sector. This is not easy to acquire. Unless
the tendency develops from the very be-
ginning, it is difficult to get it later. At the
earliest possible occasion, we should
throw away the crutches. Unless this
cost consciousness gets due importance,
the Movement will always have to be
looking for support from outside agen-
cies. Only then, would the Movement be
able to stand on its own feet.

In our present economy, which
is a mixed economy, all sectors - the pub-
lic sector, the private sector and the co-
operative sector - have come to stay.
There will naturally be competition in be-
tween the different sectors. Any sector
can develop and survive only if it ac-
quires cost consciousness, economic
management, efficiency and prudent
handling. For achieving this, you will have
to train and recruit a large number of
technical personnel, accounting staff etc.
| know that you have taken steps to meet
these in a small measure. You will now

(Contd. on next page)
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BABU JAGJIVAN RAM AS AGRICULTURE MINISTER

“The growth of the national economy is, in a way, the growth of agriculture itself. And development of agriculture in a
rational way is, to a considerable extent, the promotion of social justice for the

Babu Jagjivan Ram was Minister for
Food and Agriculture from 1967 to 1970
and Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation
from 1974 to 1977. In his tenure, he her-
alded the Green Revolution and made
India self-sufficient in food. He was con-
vinced that the growth of national econ-
omy rests heavily on growth of
agriculture, and he was of the opinion
that self-sufficiency in India's agricultural
economy should be achieved as quickly
as possible.

He was responsible for formula-
tion of new policies for food production
and procurement. Crop production was
taken to new heights by adoption of im-
proved agricultural practices, improved
water management practices, expansion
of agricultural credit and development of

Socialist

Agriculture Minister Jagjivan Ram has
emphasised the inescapability of a social-
ist approach in solving India's socio-eco-
nomic problems.

In a message to the Peoples'
Forum for Radical Socialism Mr. Ram ex-
pressed the view that "the historical sit-
uation in which we are placed makes
socialism the best means for our eco-

marketing and storage. For the well-
being of farmers, he introduced price
support policy. He helped built up a
buffer stock of foodgrains. As a result of

Vision - A

nomic and social advancement, for re-
moving poverty and for bringing out free-
dom from exploitation of man by man™".

Socialism, he added, "has be-
come not only a vision but a practical ne-
cessity.” It was not on account of
dogmatism that the country was wedded
to it. As for the 20 Point economic pro-
gramme, he thought it will transform the

price support and procure-
ment, the import of food-
grains was stopped, and India
became self-sufficient in food-
grains. Distribution of food-
grains from fair price shops
was maintained with a view
to safeguarding interests of
consumers. Another impor-
tant decision was channelis-
ing the import of tractors
through the state owned Agro
Industrial Corporations. Huge
profits being usurped by im-
porters at the cost of farmers
was stopped.

The various policy initiatives and
programmes launched during his tenure
improved the well-being of farmers as

weaker sections”. - Babu Jagjivan Ram

well as of the
consumers. De-
velopment of an-
imal husbandry
and dairying, in-
land  fisheries, [
improving  the
forest cover etc.
were also given
emphasis during
his tenure. He
also elaborated
on the need for introducing machinery in
agriculture.

He organized the Public Distribu-
tion System to ensure availability of food
to the masses at a reasonable price. The
integrated approach helped to turn the
country into a food-surplus nation.

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com

Practical Necessity

basic social structure. Even while trans-
forming the social structure along pro-
gressive lines, it ensured a simultaneous
increase in overall national production.
Thus, Mr. Jagjivan Ram added,
"it resolves the dilemma of the past in
which a choice was posed between so-
cial transformation and the immediate
need to increase production. He had no

doubt, however, that new forces of social
change to set the country firmly on the
path to a democratic socialist society will
be released only through the proper im-
plementation of the programme.
Source Courtesy:
Women on the March, Volume 20, 1976
Issued by the Women's Deptt. AICC,
New Delhi

MONEY FOR PUNJAB AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT APPROVED

Source Courtesy:
Daily Report, Foreign Radio Broadcasts,
Issues 126-130 (1968)
Delhi Domestic Service in English

1530 GMT 30 Jun 68 B

The center has sanctioned 710
million rupees for the development of
agriculture in the Punjab. According to
PTI this was stated by Union Food Min-
ister Jagjivan Ram at a meeting of mem-
bers of Panchayat Samitis (village
committee) and district officials at Rupar
today. The amount will be given to farm-
ers as loans. The minister also said that

for the next year Punjab will
get 750 million rupees. Pun-
jabis living abroad will be al-
lowed to send tractors duty
free as gifts to their relatives.

The Food Corpora-
tion of India has launched an
operation to clear speedily
the wheat stocks lying in the i
open or in improvised [}
godowns in Punjab and |
Haryana. The operation is ex-
pected to be completed in a ||
week's time according to a

spokesman of the corporation. He said in
Chandigarh today that the railways are
moving about 14,000 tons of wheat to
other states daily. Truckloads of wheat
are also being dispatched daily to Hapur
in Uttar Pradesh. He said the operations
are being carried out on a war footing.
He denied that there has been any dam-
age to the stocks from the monsoons.

The Food Corporation has pur-
chased over 1 million tons of wheat in
Haryana and Punjab to be sent to
other states.

Valedictory address delivered by Shri Jagjivan Ram, Union Minister for Food, Agriculture, Community
Development & Cooperation, at the Fifth Indian Cooperative Congress on Monday, the 4th December, 1967

(Continue from page 7)

have to do it on a larger meas-
ure. Naturally, we will have to find
resources to be spent for this purpose.

| do not know what resolutions
have been passed by you. | did not have
the time to go through them as | was
held up in Parliament. | imagine that | will
agree with most of your resolutions on
self-regulation, self-reliance and so on.

| would like to say that there are
a large number of friends in the Cooper-
ative Movement whose first and last ac-
tivity is Cooperation. | know myself some
of my personal friends who have no
other activity except Cooperation. But,
there is a feeling that politics is very
much mixed up with it.

De-politicalisation does not
mean that a man in politics cannot be in
the cooperative field. People at different
political persuasions may be there. It only
means that politics should not be
brought into it.

| would like to say that the lead-
ers of the Cooperative Movement should
take action to locate the weaknesses and
remove them. If they do so, there will be
no necessity for Governmental interfer-
ence at all. The question certainly arises

as for the reason that a large amount of
public funds are invested in the Move-
ment. | am not suggesting anything.
Again, | will leave it to you to consider
what measures you would suggest to
protect this.

| am aware of some of the defi-
ciencies noticed in the actual operations.
Here comes the question as to whether
it has been checked at the time of ad-
vancing credit that the money advanced
to a particular person will be used for the
purpose for which he has taken in it. It
cannot be provided in any legislation, but
it can only be ensured by objective func-
tioning by the people in charge. No regu-
lation can help it.

| know many cases where per-
sons who are holding certain positions
are able to get loans from the coopera-
tive institutions.

I would like that some assess-
ment as to what percentage of the ad-
vances allotted for some purpose has
been utilised for that purpose by the per-
sons to who advances were made. Why
| am concerned about this is that if it is
taken for agricultural production and has
not been utilised for that purpose, our
calculation that so much money has

been invested for the development of
land or seeds etc., will go wrong. But,
even if the amount has not been utilised
by a person for that purpose, he may not
be considered a defaulter. Therefore, the
cooperative societies should not only
concern themselves as to whether the in-
stalments have been paid but also see
that the advances have been spent for
the purpose for which they were drawn.
| wanted you to consider this and sug-
gest remedies.

| am thankful to you for giving
me an opportunity to meet the leaders of
the Cooperative Movement of this coun-
try and some friends from other coun-
tries. Cooperation has become a
universal concept. Whether it is a capi-
talist country or a socialist country, Co-
operation finds a place. The social
imbalances can be eliminated by the
onset of Cooperation.

Whether one believes in the cap-
italist system or in the socialist economy,
it is the spirit of Cooperation. If it is not
there, the purpose is not served. There-
fore, Cooperation is necessary whatever
the system one may have. Ultimately, our
objective is to end all sorts of economic
exploitation. We have to see whether the

Cooperative Movement serves the social
purpose for which it was meant. Produc-
tion is necessary for certain social pur-
poses. If the production does not serve
this purpose, the production itself may
create such a problem by creating social
imbalances, which will adversely affect
the production itself, whether it is in the
cooperative sector or the national sector.

As | said, Cooperative Move-
ment is an ideal to achieve where you
have a fellow feeling and a spirit of ap-
preciating each other's difficulties not
only in prosperity but also in adversity.
That should be your Cooperation.

The way your function was or-
ganised has impressed me very much.
Though rain has caused some inconven-
ience, it has helped in Rabi production. It
was a good omen for this Congress
when nature favoured us and gave us
much desired rains.

| thank you for having invited me
and given me an opportunity to meet you
and discuss some problems with you
which are pressing and might be pressing
you. | wish you all success.

Source Courtesy: Proceedings of the
Fifth Indian Cooperative Congress
New Delhi, December 2-4, 1967



PRGN wvvanscssinssn oz || @[ ) wowseshincon QI

Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia has become a
household name among the SCs of Punjab. He
was the main force behind the emergence of
historic Ad Dharm movement in the pre-parti-
tion Punjab. It was the Ad Dharm movement
that paved the way for the emancipation and
empowerment of the lowest of the low not only
in Punjab, but also became a role model for the
radical Dalit movement throughout India. Babu
Mangu Ram Mugowalia stood with Babasaheb
Dr B.R Ambedkar like a rock during latter's
struggle for separate electoral status for the De-
pressed Classes (later on designated as Sched-
uled Castes) at the London Round Table

Remembering Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba

conferences. Again it was this very Dalit move-
ment that gave them a counter-public in the
form of their distinct religion called 'Ad Dharm'.
In the Census of 1931, around half a million
SCs returned themselves as followers of the
newly established Ad Dharm religion. Another
equally great achievement of the Ad Dharm
movement was that under the able leadership
of Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia, it contested
Punjab Provincial assembly elections in 1937 &
1946, which made the SCs of Punjab equally
an important stake-holder in the state legisla-
ture, perhaps for the first time in the history of
the political power structure of the colonial
India. This movement his its headquarters at Ja-
landhar city and was financially supported by
Seth Kishan Das of famous Bottan Mandi where
Babasaheb Dr B.R Ambedkar gave his first elec-
toral address on October 27, 1951 as a prelude
to the first general election in Independent
India. The next day Babasaheb held mock par-
liamentary at the campus of DAV College Ja-
landhar where he addressed the students and
the faculty together. In fact, the tremendous re-
sponse to the call of Babasaheb Dr B.R Ambed-

kar from the politically mature land of Punjab
was the direct outcome of the fertile political
ground prepared by Babu Mangu Ram Mu-
gowalia. The Ad Dharm movement began its
long journey from the first mammoth Jalsa
(conference), which was organized at the Ad
Dharm school ground of Mahilpur town of
Punjab.

Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia played a
dominant role in chiseling the distinct markers
of the separate Dalit Qaum identity in Punjab.
He restored them their lost heroes, Gurus, rich
cultural heritage and brought forth an urge to
become rulers themselves. It was this very
urge which got further sharpened under the
stewardship of Babasaheb Dr B.R Ambedkar. If
one has to make sense of Dalit consciousness
and Dalit social mobility in Punjab one has to
refer to the great pioneer work done by Babu
Mangu Ram Mugowalia that he commenced im-
mediately after returning from America after
going through hard times at places on foreign
lands.The forum of “Ambedkar Times” and
“Desh Doaba” remember to Great Ghadri Baba
Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj

Every backward class should know the Chhatrapati Sahu ji Maharaja,
because every Scheduled caste person in is under his obligation. In fact the whole of India is under the obligation of this great man.
If Sahuji Maharaja had not sponsored Babasaheb Ambedkar, India would not have had a Messiah, a saviour to bail majority of
the Indians out of a stagnant social situation, a permanent low Socio-economic situation.
Chhatrapati Sahu ji Mlaharaja belonged to the Kurmi caste of the Backward class. He was the father of Reservation. Casteist
Periyarists of Tamil Nadu are falsely claiming that they are the Founders of the reservation.

Dear Bahujan
Brothers

Every back-
ward class

should know the
Chhatrapati
Sahu ji Maharaja,
because every
Scheduled caste
person in is under
his obligation. In
fact the whole of
India is under the
obligation of this great man.

If Sahuji Maharaja had not
sponsored Babasaheb Ambedkar,
India would not have had a Messiah,
a saviour to bail majority of the Indi-
ans out of a stagnant social situation,
a permanent low Socio-economic
situation.

Chhatrapati Sahu ji Maharaja
belonged to the Kurmi caste of the
Backward class. He was the father of
Reservation. Casteist Periyarists of
Tamil Nadu are falsely claiming that
they are the Founders of the
reservation.

Let us look up with gratitude
towads the great work of Chhatrapati
Sahu ji Maharaja for the Bahujan
community who were deceived in the
name of caste.

° Shahuji Maharaja built a large
number of hostels for the Non Brah-
min students and provided all from
temple revenue.

o In his kingdom, schools, hos-
pitals, water reservoirs, palace and
even the royal dinning was thrown
open to the Non Brahmin Castes

° He helped Babasaheb Ambed-

Jeevan Kumar Malla
91-94426-08416

kar to start a fort nightly journal
"Mooknayak", and also helped him in
his education in England.

o Sahuji started Industries, built
tanks, opened schools for training of
'patils’ (non-brahmin village adminis-
trators) and later cancelled 'kulkarni
vatans', for which all brahmin com-

1913, with non- brahmin priests, cre-
ating hue and cry among the brah-
mins.

o The Trade Union Movement in
India was started by Mahatma Phule
and Lokhande who were the pioneer
of the labour movement in India. We
have to remember that they were not

. Indian
26th July (1802) in History

Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj of
Kolhapur issued orders for
reservation of 30% posts in the
state services for the
backward classes.

munity raised a hue and cry.

o He passed a law allowing re-
marriage of widows in 1917, and al-
lowing Inter-caste marriages in 1918.

o He started work of "Satyashod-
hak Samaj" of Phule in 1911 in
his State.

° He started "purohit school" i.e.

school for making a priest for non-
brahmin students, which was un-
heard of till then, and conducted
1513 religious functions, including
226 inter caste marriages, by them in
the capital alone, just in one year in

only struggles for impoving the work-
ing conditions of textile mill-hands
but also for his courageous initiatives
on caste and communal issues.

° He was the first king who ad-
vised opening of Labour Unions, say-
ing that such Unions are necessary to
keep a check on capitalists, who "are
mostly Brahmins and Vaishyas".

° It is noteworthy that Chhatra-
pati Sahu ji Maharaja started the
trade unions before the Russian Rev-
olution of 1918.

° Chhatrapati Sahu ji Maharaja

‘s historic speech in Mangaon near
Kolhapur on 15th April 1920, where
he introduced Dr. Ambedkar to the
Dalits as their own leader. In this
meeting he pronounced Dr. Ambedkar
as the leader of Dalits and expressed
the hope that Ambedkar would liber-
ate them, and one day be leader of
whole of India.

e Chhatrapati Sahu ji Maharaja used
his lifelong rule to carry out all sorts
of experiments to annihilate the caste
structure,

° The high caste Hindus blamed

Chhatrapati Sahu ji Maharaja activi-
ties.
° Chhatrapati Sahu ji Maharaja

started non-brahmin priesthood con-
demning ancestral brahmin’s priest-

hood. This was the victory of
Mahatma Phule's movement
° Chhatrapati Sahu ji Maharaja

ended the ancestral rights of the
brahmins priesthood

Congress Leader Tilak was against
the Non-Brahmin movement, which
was started by Mahatma Phule and
promoted by Chhatrapati Sahu ji Ma-
haraja. To oppose this Non-Brahmin
movement, Tilak started two festi-
vals. One was "Shivaji Jayanti" and
second was "Ganesh festival".

Some Satya Shodhak ac-
tivists that time had complained to
ban the "Ganesh festival" to British
Govt. But no action was taken by
them.

On this historical day, Let the
People's Liberation Mission of Sahu ji
towards its destiny of Equality, Lib-
erty and fraternity.

* X K X ¥
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Can Internet sabotage or strengthen democracy

Internet is a new technology that can
be used to realize the ideals of
democracy. However, it can also be
used to sabotage democracy and
even create a surveillance state if
people are not active and aware of it-
sproper use. The Internet has far-
reaching implications for democracy
and governance because it has made
communication very cost-effective
and fast.lt has additional novel fea-
tures like flexible timing, various
types of information format, both-
way communication, all to all com-
munication, one to all
communication, etc. The free flow of
information through the internet has
empowered people and brought them
on an equal communication level.
There had been some attempts to
regulate and restrict these features of
the internet which could have dimin-
ished its potential as equalizing tech-
nology. The potential of the internet
as a propaganda tool and networking
channel in the election campaign was
realized by Joe Trippe. He was the
election campaign manager of the
USA’s presidential candidate Howard
Dean. In 2004, he wrote a book titled
“The revolution will not be televised:
Democracy, the Internet, and the
overthrow of everything”,wherein he
described how he used the internet
for the election campaign of Dr. Dean
for the first time in history and the fu-
ture potential of the internet in organ-
izing political activities. Dr. Dean lost
the election, but a major contribution
of the internet was seen in the vic-
tory of Barack Obama in 2008.

In India, the victory of Narender Modi
in 2014 was also largely due to his
popularity in social media.

The Internet has served a
good medium to convey the message
to masses and coordinate political ac-
tivities. But recently it is also posing
a danger of creating virtual reality
around the voter which is contradic-
tory to the reality. In 2016 elections
for USA president, Russia is sus-
pected of massive computer hacking
and consequently sabotaging democ-
racy in favor of Donald Trump. Mas-
sive analytic power and a lot of data
stored by social media platforms can
identify people who can be swayed.
Although here also the vulnerable
people are who live more in virtual re-
ality than thinking critically. Targeted
advertising can influence these peo-
ple, which can be sometimes critical
for victory. TV and print media have
also played a similar role in educating
people as well as misinforming people
to build a specific mass opinion. But
the internet is more powerful than
traditional media in strengthening as
well as in sabotaging democracy. Re-
cently Cambridge Analytica Ltd has
also played a role in helping political
parties in the analysis of social media
profiles and designing targeted prop-
aganda. There is a danger that for
small countries and less evolved
democracies, the owners of social
media giants like Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp, etc can assume undue
proportion vis-a-vis their actual posi-
tion. But the solution to such danger
had been aptly given by Erich

Schmidt in a conference at New
Delhi. In this conference in 2013,
then IT minister Kapil Sibal expressed
apprehensions about hate speech and
mis-propaganda on social media get-
ting viral which can cause riots and
eventually instability of government.
Eric Schmidt then said, “answer to
bad speech is more speech”.

Making a virtual reality by
misinformation or illogical arguments
will require far more effort than de-
stroying it, as the right information
and logical arguments are more con-
vincing. Governments also have far
more resources than opposition or mi-
norities, so it shall not be difficult for
governments to dispel such mis-pro-
paganda. In fact, restricting the flow
of information by governments pose
bigger dangers to democracy, by tilt-
ing the balance of power towards the

ruling class. World over, recently the
democratically elected governments
are perceived to follow anti-people
policies in favor of the rich or the cor-
porate world. Noam Chomsky had
theorized that sometime after revolu-
tions against monarchies, another rul-
ing class has emerged which have
hacked democracies. This ruling class
control means of production in capi-
talist economies, as well as control
perception of masses through media.
The opinion of the public is manufac-
tured according to the convenience of
the ruling class, resulting in the elec-
tion of representatives who are con-
trolled by corporate lobbies. The entry
of the internet in communication has
broken the spell created by traditional
media. Information coming through
the internet, not only awakened peo-
ple but also connected them to or-
ganize the revolutions we had seen
recently. Arab-spring in the Middle
East countries and Anna Hazare's
movement in India can be seen as a
result of social media spreading the
truth as well as connecting people to
rise in unison.

Unlike the traditional media,
the internet does not have a central
or feudal control so far. Therefore, it
will help in the flow of information
without designs; and people will have
access to more and more information.
This enhanced transparency may
make governments apprehensive of
protests. The frequent protests are a
sign that the present form of democ-
racy which has evolved with tradi-
tional media is incompatible with
increased transparency and connec-
tivity afforded by the internet. Maybe

in the future, new technologies can
be leveraged to make democracies
more participatory. India has already
leveraged upon electronic voting ma-
chines to conduct its massive elec-
tion timely and cost-effectively. At
the administration level also, e-gover-
nance is bringing more transparency,
accountability, and integrity. The di-
rect benefit transfer scheme of the
government of India has eradicated
massive corruption going on the pub-
lic distribution systems. The online
banking system has checked the tax
avoidance. Many public services are
being offered online day by day,
which is helping to strengthen the
rule of law and making the lives of
citizens easy. But we also see resist-
ance in middle-level administrators
against rolling out e-governance.
PLRS (public land records society)

was entrusted to digitize land owner-
ship records in Punjab which took 10
years to digitize and make it available

to the public online. Almost at the
same time, the Rajasthan government
also started digitization of land
records and completed it within 2
years, although Rajasthan has more
land and fewer resources. The delay
in Punjab was due to massive com-
mission coming to administrators as
there was a lot of illegal possession
of the land and real owners even did
not know about the land in their
name. Even the patwaris (clerks) held
public protests against making these
land records (FARD) available online.
The often-given argument against e-
governance is the apprehension that
computer files get corrupted. Acci-
dental corruption of computer files is
far less likely than the manual file
handlers of the present system. In a
book titled “governance for growth of
India” written by Abdul Kalam in
2014, he mentions explicitly that
paper-based governance is more vul-
nerable to fraud than e-governance. In
fact, e-governance brings trans-
parency along with it which dimin-
ishes the arbitrary discretion of
administrators in the present system.
Transparency is the perfect antidote
of corruption, as also said by Gabriel
Garcia marquis in his Nobel winning
book, that “cockroaches cannot sur-
vive in the light” The cockroach of
corruption will be killed by the pho-
tons flowing in the internet optical ca-
bles. Julian Assange, the founder of
Wikileaks, had exposed large scale vi-
olations of human rights by the USA
army, through making public, the

records of their
wrongdoing.
For enhancing
financial trans-
parency in gov-
ernance,
Barack Obama
promised dur-
ing his election
campaign that
records of
every dollar of
his government
will be available
online to say
“google every dollar”. Contrary to
promise, we know that the Pentagon
does not have records to show even
to the US government for its trillions
of spending. On the other hand, citi-
zens’ privacy had been breached in
mass surveillance in which NSA de-
ployed computing and Internet band-
width equivalent to 8 times of the
rest of the world. People have to de-
mand that they will watch the gov-
ernment rather than the government
watch people.

The real e-governance will
have to be demanded by people
rather than governments rolling it on
its own. There are activist groups
working on various aspects of this
technology itself like freedom of the
internet, protecting privacy in brows-
ing. Hopefully, people will start de-
manding real e-governance,
eventually making it an electoral
issue. The communication over the in-
ternet has new dimensions that can
strengthen or sabotage democracies.
Using the internet, the representative
form of democracy can be phased out
with all participatory democracy. The
representative form of democracy
was devised because of limitations of
logistics at that time like all people
cannot be housed in the parliament
building, not all people have the
knowledge to deliberate upon the is-
sues of governance, people also do
not have time to come to the house.
But over the internet, everybody can
talk to everybody without coming to
one building, without being active at
the same time. The online and SMS
voting for a contestant in TV reality
shows may prove as an experiment
for future forms of democracy. There
already exist mechanisms to ensure
that one mobile number is associated
with one individual, like in Aadhaar
card. GPS locations, OTP based secu-
rity, and CCTV live camera booths are
relied upon by the banking system for
confidentiality and authenticity of fi-
nancial transactions. These technolo-
gies around the internet can be used
to build an all participatory democ-
racy, called e-Democracy.

The corona pandemic has
added to the reasons for experiment-
ing with e-Democracy. For example,
Russia is considering online voting
and Canada has held virtual parlia-
ment. The potential and pitfalls of
embracing technology in democratic
processes have long been contem-
plated upon by many. At this juncture
of history, people shall also know
more about it, for maintaining and
perfecting democracy.

Dr. Jagdish Rai

Assistant Professor
Institute of Forensic Science and Criminology
Panjab University, Chandigarh (India)
E-mail: jagdishrai@pu.ac.in
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“Iam not a BANDID QUEEN”

FEMALE ROBIN HOOD
PHOOLAN DEVI TELLS THE WORLD

“l was not born a bandit.
There are no bandits in my
family,” says Phoolan Devi.

“It was not born a bandit.
There are not bandits in my
family,” says Phoolan Devi.

“It was society that turned
me into one. Because | was
born in a poor family and
from a low caste, | was
subjected to degradation
and dishonor. She told the
World Dalit Convention.

“In my backward village in
Uttar Pradesh, caste
discrimination was practiced to
the maximum-between the pure
and impure, the touchables and
the untouchables.

“ We were only allowed to
take water from the well later in
the day after people from the
upper caste had their turn and
we were not allowed to bathe
upstream, “ Phoolan related her
terrible and harrowing
experience as a member of the
Mallah caste, a Shudra sub-
caste of boatmen, at the First
Dalit World Convention held in
Kuala Lumpur, on 10" and 11"
October 1998.

The theme of the convention
was “A New Vision Towards a
Casteless Society.”

In advocating the fight
against discrimination towards
Indians of the lower caste,
Phoolan cited her life story-one
in which she suffered
unspeakable acts of
degradation and humiliation
because “ it was my destiny....
I was born to serve others.” She
told the delegates. | was forced
to marry at 11 to a much older
man who raped and beat me. |
ran away only to find that a
woman without a husband “was
fit only for abuse.” Even at such
atender age, | knew instinctively

that “a battle was just
beginning, and it would be daily,
cruel and terrible.”

| survived beatings,
verbal abuses, gangrapes and
ostracism but ostracism but
determined not to take my own
life but to go on living.

| did not join a bandit
gang, but was kidnapped into
one. After her bandit husband
Vickram was Kkilled, she
survived to lead her own gang
and claimed retribution for the
wrongs done to her. Phollan and

her gang of bandits raided
villages and robbed the rich to
give to the poor. “People of my
caste heard all about it. If a
mother wanted to protect their
daughter, or a father his wife or
his sister, they knew all they
had to do was say to the rapist
that Phollan Devi would punish
them.

“People of my caste
heard all about it. If amother
wanted to protect their
daughter, or a lather his
wife or his sister, they knew
all they had to do was say to
the rapist that Phoolan Devi
would punish them.

“That's why, whenever
| heard it, | crushed the
serpent that used to torture

women. | dismembered
them. Itwas my vengeance,

and the vengeance of all
‘women,” she recalled.

After her surrender to the
pol ice in 1983 - so that her
family could live in peace -
Phoolan was imprisoned
without trial for Il years. In
J 994, the charges against
her were withdrawn, and she
was freed on parole.

Her freedom is provisional,
and Phoolan is still waiting

for the supreme Court's final
decision for the charges
against her to be dropped.

In defending
and down-trodden, Phoolan
has become a heroine in
their eyes. In 1996, amid
both popular support and
controversy, she was elected
to the Indian Parliament. She
lost her seat sixmonths ago,
but Phooian claimed that the
election was rigged.
“People still know me as
a dacoit, a bandit, but that part
of my life is over. Which is
bad? The crimes done to me
or mine against the men that
wronged me? She asked the
crowd.“Sometimes, you need
violence to fight cruelty, butit
is a limited way. That is
enough. My personal
vengeance is over, said
Phoolan solemnly. My mission
now is to make sure that the

the poor

degradation |suffered does not
happen to others.

“l am not educated in the
typical sense, but the lessons
| have learnt can never be told
in words.

“lvisit the villages and speak
to the people. | tell them that
they must not follow traditions
blindly.

“Traditions say that young
girls must be married by 11 or
12. | tell them not to marry off
their daughters so young. Look
at what happened to me, “she

said addressing the convention
in Hindi. “Upper-caste men
come to the villages and pick
young girls from low-caste
poor families, and take them
to be used as they like, “ she

continued, stressing the
need for change in her
community’s  mindset.

It is not only women's fight,
she stressed. Men from the
lower-caste community too,
must unite to fight the
oppression they have
endured for centuries, and
defend their daughters and
wives against exploitation.

Phoolan emphasised the
importance of education,
stressing that each village
should have a school and

that poor people must not
be intimidated away from

being educated “by words or
by sticks.”

“Because was uneducated,
my knowledge of the world was
limited. | thought that the world
ended where thefields ended
and the sun drowned each
night inthe river.

“If | had been educated, I
would have gone to the courts
to fight for the land that was
rightfully ours. | would not have
gone into the jungle,” said
Phoolan.

She believes that her efforts
in advocating changes have not
been in vain. “ In some of the
villages | visited, | know that |
have convinced them not to fight
among themselves, and have
learnt to settle their disputes
amicably.

“| also tell them not to drink,
and warm them against
indentured labour. | advise them
to ask for daily wages. Don't
work for monthly wages
because at the end of the
month, the zaminders
(landlords) may not pay you.
Remain free.”

Phoolan had only visited her
village once since she was
released from prison because
“the Thakurs (from a higher
caste than her) refused to allow
me in.” Her family has moved
to New Dehli where she now
lives with her husband. Her
weapons are different now, but
Phoolan continues to fight
against the injustices and
tyranny suffered by the poor and
downtrodden. Phoolan told the
delegates that she was
disgusted to see the majority
being ruled by the minority. Is it
not our own weakness that the
minority rules us? She asked.

Itis because the Dalits have
become puppets to others, she
added. Our educated people
should go to the villages to
explain to them the true
situation. We must do
something for the downtrodden
and the women so that our
people are united.

I will continue to fight against
caste and injustices she
declared. (her speech in Hindi
was interpreted by Dr.
Deepanker).

4st World Convention
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The Ad Dharm Movement and Dr.

When in 1915 Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
was giving final touches to his Ph.D.
thesis at Columbia University in New
York, a Punjabi youth, who had gone
to America a few years earlier, was
involved in a dangerous mission of
smuggling suns from California to the
Punjab for inciting mutiny in India.
This Punjabi youth later became fa-
mous as Babu Mangu Ram, the
founder of the Ad Dharm Movement.
Mangu Ram was born in a small vil-
lage Mugowal in district Hoshiarpur,
Punjab on 14 January, 1886 in an un-
touchable family; his father was a
leather merchant. As by then the
doors of education had been opened
to all by the British rulers, Mangu
Ram was sent to the school in the
nearby village, Mahilpur, but the treat-
ment meted out to him by the Hindu
teacher was far from human. Like
Bhim Rao in Satara, Mangu Ram too
was made to sit outside the class-
room. Not only that, even the teacher
would not teach him directly; he was
invariably given lesson through a
Muslim student. Somehow, Mangu
Ram passed his middle examination
and joined high school at Bajwara, a
nearby town. Here too. He was sub-
jected to the same humiliation, and
was made to sit outside the class-
room. One day, it rained so heavily
that in spite of taking shelter under a
tree, Mangu Ram was completely
drenched. And when the snow-balls,
accompanied by high velocity winds,
fell like missiles on him, he was un-
able to bear it any longer. So, he ran
to take shelter inside the classroom.
As soon as he had entered the room,
the teacher saw him, and instead of
showing any sympathy, he started
beating him with a stick for having
come inside. Weeping and crying,
Mangoo Ram went out, and some-
how reached his home.

Unmindful of the insult and
beating, Mangu Ram again went to
the school next day. As soon as he
reached there, he was surprised to
see the teacher in the process of pu-
rifying the classroom by sprinkling
water on the wooden table, chair and
the tats on which the students used
to sit. On seeing him, Brahmin
teacher cried out, “Oh Chandal, you
have come again”.

Fearing another beating, Man-
goo Ram hastened back, never to go
again to the school. And that was the
end of his education.

With his education coming to
an abrupt end, Mangu Ram became
unemployed, and bit frustrated too. In
1909, he, along with some other
young men from the village, went to
California, U.S.A. in order to earn
some money by working in the Peach
Orchards of Fresno and elsewhere in
the San Joaquin valley of central Cal-
ifornia. Instead of earning money, he,
however, became involved in the ac-
tivities of the Ghadar Party, an inter-
national network of militant Punjabi
nationalists led by Lala Hardayal. By
his sheer devotion and sincerity to
the cause of India’s freedom, he
came to be regarded as the most de-

pendable and reliable member of the
organization. In 1915, Mangu Ram
volunteered to be one of the five
Ghadarites accompanying a shipload
of guns and propaganda material
headed for India. This ship was unfor-
tunately in-

was a widower.

The validity of the death war-
rant issued by the British Government
lapsed in 1924. Then Mangu Ram
thought of returning to India. Accord-
ingly, he came back to Punjab in

1925. Soon

tercepted by = thereafter,
the British as D' C' Ahlr Mangoo

Batavia, and
was sealed. It remained sealed for
nearly a year, with the five Ghadarites
as prisoners inside. In the meanwhile,
they were prosecuted in absentia,
and sentenced to death for taking out
the weapons illegally on the ship. On
hearing the capital punishment, some
patriot Indians in Germany decided to
help the imprisoned Ghadarites.
Somehow, they managed to
smuggle the prisoners out from the
sealed ship, and sent them in differ-

Ram be-
came involved in another kind of free-
dom struggle, the liberation of the
untouchables, the people among
whom he was born, and the people
who were meekly suffering the atroc-
ities of the Hindus. Babu Mangu
Ram’s association with the Ghadar
Party had broadened his outlook, and
sharpened his skills as an organizer.
Soon he found a band of like-minded
young men involved in the social
work, and began organizing them in

ent directions. Mangu Ram was put
in a ship going to Manila. By mistake,
however, the ship reached Singapore.

Unfortunately for Mangu
Ram, here he was recognized by
some traitor Indians who had earlier
worked for the Ghadar Party. They in-
formed the Police. By now, for run-
ning away from Batavia, death
warrants had been issued by the
British Government to be executed
wherever any one of them was found.
Accordingly, the Singapore Police
began preparing for his execution.
Then a miracle happened. Just half
an hour before his execution, a gen-
tleman named Barde, whom Mangu
Ram had never seen or met, came,
caught him by the arm, took him out
of the Thana, and putting him on the
same ship in which Mangu Ram had
come, he asked the Caption of the
ship to sail for Manila. By the time the
Police swung into action, the ship
had crossed the Singapore Port Lim-
its. Having failed to intercept the ship,
the police caught hold of some drunk-
ard; executed him to cover up their
lapse, and announced that Mangu
Ram had been executed. This news
was later published in the Indian
Newspapers.

For the next 7-8 years, Mangu
Ram hid in the Philippines, and during
this period he had no contact with his
family as no letters could be written
for fear of being intercepted. Taking
him, therefore, as dead, his wife mar-
ried Mangu Ram’s elder brother, who

order to liberate the downtrodden
from the clutches of the Hindu social
slavery.

Encouraged by the response
to his ideas, Babu Mangu Ram con-
vened a Conference at his village Mu-
gowal in district Hoshiarpur on 11-12
June, 1926. Addressing the largely
attended Conference, Babu Mangu
Ram proclaimed that the Untouch-
ables constituted a separate Qaum, a
religious community like the Muslims,
Sikhs and Hindus, and those they
were the original inhabitants of this
country. Hence, the movement was
named as Ad Dharm; and its leaders
devised distinctive costume, bright
red turbans and shashes; coined a
new sacred mantra or symbol, “So-
hang” and exhorted the people to call
themselves as Ad Dharmis.

The primary object of the Ad
Dharm was to give the untouchables
an alternative religion. Its another ob-
ject was to reform the society from
within. As social movement, the Ad
Dharm exhorted the people to abstain
from immoral practices; to lead a life
of purity and piety; to discard the use
of alcohol, drugs, give education to
boys and girls, and to treat all men
and women equal in the society. On
the whole, the movement was aimed
at giving the untouchables a sense of
pride and dignity as members of the
Ad Dharm.

The headquarters of Ad
Dharm Mandal were established in
Jalandhar city from where the move-

Ambedkar

ment was organized in a systematic
manner, and the devoted missionaries
spread the message far and wide in
the Punjab, and even beyond. Since
the Mandal had accepted Sahib Shri
Guru Ravidass Ji as its spiritual
leader, the movement became prima-
rily popular amongst the Chamars,
and they readily adopted the nomen-
clature of Ad Dharmi.

At the time, Babu Mangu Ram
was organizing the untouchables of
the Punjab under the banner of Ad
Dharm; Dr. Ambedkar was fighting a
similar battle in another part of the
country. Though they were thousands
of miles apart, yet their ideas and
methods of struggle were almost
identical. Both believed that the pres-
ent day Scheduled Castes are not
Hindus, and that their salvation lies
only in being independent of the
Hindu religion.

Both believed in self-help and
advocated peaceful means to achieve
their goal. Both laid the greatest em-
phasis on ‘education’. Babasaheb
considered “education” the key to all
progress, and Mangu Ram says that
only “education can lead us to Sachk-
hand (the realm of truth).” Again,
Babasaheb exhorted the people to fol-
low the Three Commandments of
‘Education, Agitation and Organiza-
tion” to gain power. According to
Mangu Ram, the poor have three
kinds of power: “Qaumiat (collective
solidarity), Mazhab (spirituality) and
Majlis (organization)”.

Within a year of its founding,
the Ad Dharm movement created
quite a stir in the Punjab by constant
rallies and conferences, if forced the
Government of the day to take notice
of the problems of the untouchables.
One of the reasons of the poverty and
exploitation of the untouchables was
the pernicious system of beggar, the
system under which they were forced
to live at the beck and call of others
and were obliged to do a great deal
of work without any remuneration
whatsoever.

The Ad Dharm Mandal agi-
tated against the system of beggar,
and demanded its abolition. The Man-
dal also agitatedfor repealing the Pun-
jab Land Alienation Act which
prohibited the untouchables from
buying even a small piece of land.
The Ad Dharm movement reached its
peak at the time of 1931 Census. As
a result of their sustained propa-
ganda, more than half a million un-
touchables declared themselves as
Ad Dharmis.

This showed the organiza-
tional skill of its leaders. “The mas-
sive support”, as says Mark
Jueregensmeyer, “created political
capital, and Mangu Ram used that
capital in political ways. Ad Dharmi
candidates stood for public offices
and an alliance was created with the
Unionist Party. In both instances,
scheduled caste leaders supported by
the Ad Dharm organization achieved
public positions”.
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